91467 


Ref 

CoLA   Colorado 
LP      Yearbook  of  the  State  of 


1  Q10 


Colorado 


Ref 


COLORADO  STATE  LIBRARY 

Colorado 


LP 

Yy       Yearbook  of  the  State  of 

1Q1Q     Colorado 


Xl^^    ^'^ 


^(xt^.^Y^-v>-^s^ 


^SZZitl^ 


COLORADO  STATE  LIBRARY 
DENVER 


LIBRARY 


DBNVER,    COLO. 


Date  Due 

iiljrTd-^ 

5- 

Xl-L^ 

7<.^^ 

f 

J 

T/U.ye^x^ 

V-.        ^(U- 

"^  * 

^/fs 

/77 

3 

- 

;^ 

t.4>^  >t^ 

^  A^ 

V 

V 

^ 

1 

1 

Library  Bureau  Cat.  No.  1137 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/yearbookofstateoOOstat_0 


YEARBOOK 

of  the 

STATE  OF  COLORADO 

1919 


DETAILED  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE 
STATE,  ITS  RESOURCES,  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND  ATTRACTIONS,  COMPILED  FROM  OFFI- 
CIAL AND  SEMI-OFFICIAL  SOURCES  AND 
PUBLISHED  UNDER  THE  AUTHORITY  VESTED 
BY  THE  STATE  LEGISLATURE  IN  THE  STATE 
BOARD  OF  IMMIGRATION 


STATE  BOARD  OF  IMMIGRATION 

GOV.  OLIVER  H.  SHOUP,  President 

Thomas  B.  Stearns,  Denver  L.  Wirt  Markham,  Lamar 

Arthur  H.  King,  Sterling 


Edward  D.  Foster,  Commissioner  of  Immigration 
Howard  D.  Sullivan,  Deputy  and  Statistician 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

Foreword   3 

Colorado  Board  of  Immigration 4 

Colorado — General    Description 5-9 

Colorado  State  Land 10 

State  Land  Granted  and  Remaining  Unsold 10 

State  Coal  Land 11 

Coal  Production  by  Counties,  1917-1918 11 

Homestead  Land 12-13 

National  Forests 13-15 

Colorado  Water  Power 16 

Irrigation   in    Colorado 17-18 

Agriculture    ,  19-20 

Dairying     21 

Livestock     22-23 

Poultry    Raising 23-24 

Horticulture    24-25 

Bee    Keeping 25-26 

Mineral  Resources 26-2'9 

Manufacturing  in  Colorado 30^32 

Colorado's  Educational  System 32-33 

Colorado   Highways 34-?6 

Colorado — Brief  Land  History 36-37 

Colorado — Descriptive  Information  by  Counties 38-171 

Distribution  of  Wheat  in  Colorado  (Map) 171 

Agricultural  Statistics  (Introduction  to  Tables) 172 

Farm  Tenure,  Number.  Area  and  Average  Size  of  Farms 173 

Acreage  of  Winter  and  Spring  Wheat  and  Sudan  Grass 174 

Acreage  of  Oats,  Barley  and  Sweet  Clover 175 

Acreage  of  Rye  and  Beans 17'S 

Acreage  of  Corn,  Potatoes  and  Alfalfa 177 

Acreage  of  Sorghums  and  Millet 1 78 

Acreage  of  Red   Clover  and  Timothy,  Field  Peas.  Sugar  Beets,   Canta- 
loupes, Broom  Corn  and  Alfalfa  Seed 1 79 

Acreage  of  All  Wheat  and  Hay 1 80 

Number  of  Silos,  Farm  Tractors,  Hens  on  Farms  and  Sheep  Sheared.  ...        IS'O 
Cultivated  Area,  Acreage  of  Wild  Grass,  Raw  Land  Broken  and  Farming 

Acreage   Yet   Unbroken 1  81 

Croj)s  Grown  Under  Irrigation  in  1909 182 

Average  Yield  of  Principal  Crops  by  States 182 

Climatological  Data 1 83-184 

County  Valuations,  Tax  Levies  and  Revenues 185 

Mileage  and  Value  of  Railroads,  Telegraph  and  Telei^hone  Lines 186 

Financial  Statistics  of  Counties 187 

Distribution  of  Population  and  Per  Capita  Statistics 188 

Land  Classification,  Acreage  by  Counties Opposite  Page        188 

Land  Classification  by  Percentages 189 

Colorado  Counties  and  County  Seats 1 90 

Statistics  of  Colorado  Cities  and  Towns 1 91-1 95 

Public  Schools,  Teachers  and  Salaries 196 

High,  Consolidated  and  Centralized  Schools 197 

Financial  Statistics  of  Colorado  Schools 19S-199 

Livestock  in  Colorado  by  Counties 200'-201 

Colorado  Bank  Statistics 202 

Mineral  Output  by  Counties  since  1858 203 

Production  of  Minerals  in  Colorado  in  1 917 204 

Highway  Mileage  and  Expenditures.  1918 205 

Automobile   Licenses  Issued,  Revenues  and   License   Numbers 206 

State  Land  Leased  and  Sold,  1'917-1!)18 207 

Itailway  Distances  from   Denver 208-209 

Altitudes   of  Colorado    Mountains 209-211 

Altitudes   of  Lakes   and   Reservoirs 211-212 

Altitudes   of  Mountain   Passes 212-213 

Elected  State  Officials  since   1876 213-214 

Colorado  Banks : 214-217 

Colorado    Postof fice    Guide 217-222 

City  and   Town  Officials 222-224 

Colorado  Commercial   Executives 224-22^8 


31467 


Foreword 


nHE  first  Year  Book  of  the  State 
of  Colorado,  issued  in  1918  by 
the  Colorado  Immigration  Bu- 
reau, was  received  with  favor 
by  those  who  are  interested  in 
having  statistical  information 
relating  to  the  state  and  its 
political  subdivisions  carefully 
tabulated  and  published  so  as 
to  be  easily  available  for  the 
use  of  those  who  need  it,  and 
conveniently  preserved  as  a  permanent  state  record.  Real- 
izing the  value  of  such  a  record  and  the  necessity  for  main- 
taining its  continuity,  the  Twenty-second  General  Assembly 
enacted  a  law  requiring  the  Immigration  Bureau  to  compile 
and  publish  the  Colorado  Year  Book  annually  in  the  future. 
Though  the  second  Colorado  Year  Book  contains  much 
information  that  was  not  available  for  the  first,  it  does  not 
contain  by  any  means  all  the  data  that  should  be  included  in 
a  work  of  this  kind.  The  Twenty-second  General  Assembly, 
in  providing  for  the  annual  publication  of  the  volume,  clothed 
the  Immigration  Bureau  with  authority  to  collect  much  infor- 
mation which  it  has  been  unable  to  obtain  heretofore,  but  for 
various  reasons  the  Bureau  has  been  unable  to  undertake  the 
collection  of  certain  lines  of  statistical  information  in  time  to 
be  included  in  this  year's  publication.  This  is  especially  true 
with  regard  to  the  manufacturing  industry,  which  does  not 
receive  as  full  treatment  as  its  importance  Avarrants.  This 
defect  will  be  remedied  as  soon  as  possible  in  subsequent  issues. 
In  a  few  instances  local  authorities  have  failed  to  furnish  in- 
formation requested,  so  that  the  reports  for  certain  counties 
and  towns  are  not  complete. 

The  Bureau  acknowledges  with  thanks  the  willing  assist- 
ance of  state,  county  and  city  authorities  and  commercial  clul) 
executives,  to  whose  co-operation  much  of  the  success  of  this 
work  is  to  be  attributed. 

The  C(n.ORAno  State  Boaiu)  of  I>rMiGRATiON. 


Denver,  Colorado,  Julv  15,  1919. 
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The   Colorado  Board   of   Immigration 


OHB  work  carried  on  by  the 
Colorado  State  Board  of  Immi- 
gration is  best  desioribed  by 
the  statute  creating  the  board, 
adopted  in  1909,  ^vhich  provides  that 
the  duties  shall  be": 

"To  collect  reliable  information  and 
statistics  regarding  agriculture,  stock- 
growing  and  feeding,  horticulture, 
mining,  manufacturing,  climate  and 
health  in  Colorado,  and  to  publish  the 
same  with  a  view  of^  attracting  health- 
seekers,  tourists,  investors  and  pros- 
pective settlers  to  the  state;  to  pre- 
pare and  cause  to  be  circulated  books, 
pamphlets,  leaflets  and  other  literar 
ture.  illustrated  or  otherwise,  regard- 
ing Colorado  and  the  various  locali- 
ties of  the  state;  to  personally  visit 
the  various  localities  of  the  state,  in- 
vestigate the  resources  and  possibili- 
ties thereof  and  stimulate  their  proper 
advertising  and  exploitation;  to  per- 
sonally and  by  deputies  and  employes 
visit  other  states  and  there  distribute 
advertising  matter,  call  personally 
upon  intending  investors,  visitors  or 
immigrants,  install  exhibits  of  Colo- 
rado views  and  products,  give  lec- 
tures on  Colorado  and  in  general  fur- 
ther the  advertising  of  Colorado." 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
enced in  the  past  in  obtaining  the 
"reliable  information  and  statistics" 
referred  to  in  this  act,  for  the  reason 
that  the  Immigration  Bureau  was  not 
clothed  with  any  authority  to  collect 
them  or  require  their  collection.  To 
correct  this  condition  the  Twenty- 
second  General  Assembly  enacted  a 
law,  supplementary  to  that  of  1909, 
giving  the  bureau  authority  to  require 
state,  county,  city,  town,  precinct  and 
school  district  officers,  owners,  opera- 
tors and  managers  of  manufacturing, 
mining  and  other  business  establish- 
ments and  certain  other  persons  to 
furnish  "such  information  as  may  be 
required  for  properly  setting  forth  the 
resources  of  the  state  and  their  de- 
velopment." This  law  also  provides 
for  co-operation  between  the  State 
Board  of  Immigration  and  the  Bureau 
of  Crop  Estimates  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
the  collection  and  publication  of  in- 
formation regarding  livestock  and 
acreage,  condition  and  production  of 
all  crops,  and  requires  county  as- 
sessors, when  making  the  annual 
property  assessment,  to  collect  for  the 
bureau  a  wide  variety  of  information 
regarding  "farm  operations,  the  prin- 
cipal farm  products,  agricultural  re- 
sources  and    ]i\  ('Stock." 


Under  the  authority  vested  in  the 
board  by  this  act  blanks  have  been 
prepared  and  sent  out  to  all  county 
assessors  for  the  collection  of  infor- 
mation regarding  the  acreage  of  all 
crops  planted  in  the  various  counties 
for  the  1919  harvest,  and  certain  other 
agricultural  information.  This  data 
has  been  collected  in  every  county  in 
the  state  where  agriculture  is  fol- 
lowed, and  the  returns,  as  compiled  in 
the  office  of  the  bureau,  are  published 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Reports  for 
a  few  counties  were  incomplete  at  the 
time  of  printing  this  book  and  the  in- 
complete returns  are  given. 

The  State  Board  of  Immigration. 
afiting  under  the  authority  granted  in 
the  act  of  1919,  has  also  entered  into 
a  contract  with  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  prescribing 
the  conditions  under  which  the  board 
shall  co-operate  with  the  Bureau  of 
Crop  Estimates  in  the  publication  of 
agricultural  statistics  for  the  state 
and  the  several  counties.  The  contract 
provides  for  the  organization  of  the 
Colorado  Co-operative  Crop  Report- 
ing Service,  which  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, and  which  publishes  a  crop  bul- 
letin monthly,  using  the  acreage  infor- 
mation collected  through  county  as- 
sessors and  statistics  on  condition  and 
production  of  crops  collected  through 
the  regular  reporters  of  the  Bureau 
of  Crop  Estimates  and  through  other 
channels.  The  corrected  figures  on 
acreage  of  all  crops  by  counties  will 
be  published  in  these  bulletins  when 
all  reports  are  in,  and  will  also  be 
published  in  the  1920  Year  Book.  The 
Crop  Reporting  Service  will  obtain 
statistics  on  the  total  production  of 
all  crops  by  counties  for  1919,  which 
also  will  be  published  in  the  1920 
Year  Book.  Thus,  beginning  with 
1920.  the  Year  Book  will  contain  an- 
nually statistics  showing,  by  counties, 
the  acreage  of  all  crops  in  cultivation 
for  the  current  year  and  the  corrected 
acreage  and  production  of  all  crops 
harvested  for  the  preceding  year.  This 
will  provide  a  permanent  record  of 
agricultural  development  that  ulti- 
mately will  be  of  great  value  to  the 
state. 

The  Immigration  Bureau  hopes  in 
the  near  future  to  begin  the  publica- 
tion annually  of  statistics  on  manu- 
facturings by  counties,  showing  the 
number  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, number  of  persons  employed, 
capital  invested,  value  of  outi)ut  and 
(*her  statistical  information,  the  de- 
luaiid   for  which  is  growing  each  year. 
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Colorado — General   Description 


COLORADO  lies  in  the  east-cen- 
tral part  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region  and  contains  the  most 
elevated  portions  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains in  the  United  States,  though 
there  are  higher  altitudes  in  both  Cali- 
fornia and  Washington,  in  the  Cascade 
mountains,  than  are  found  in  Colorado. 
Two  peaks  in  Lake  county  share  the 
honor  of  having  the  greatest  altitude 
in  the  state.  They  are  Mount  Elbert 
and  Mount  Massive,  each  14,402  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  highest  point  in 
the  United  States  is  Mount  Whitney, 
California,  14,501  feet.  Colorado  has 
the  highest  mean  altitude  of  any  state, 
only  about  one-fourth  of  its  area  being 
below  5,000  feet,  while  approximately 
two-thirds  of  it  ranges  from  6,000  feet 
to  14,000  feet.  It  has  more  than  40 
peaks  that  tower  14,000  feet  or  higher 
above  sea  level,  and  approximately  325 
having  an  altitude  of  more  than  10,000 
feet.  The  eastern  two-fifths  of  the 
state  lies  in  the  Great  Plains,  and  is  a 
level  or  broken  prairie,  crossed  by  the 
valleys  of  the  Arkansas  and  South 
Platte  rivers  and  their  numerous  trib- 
utaries, and  rising  gradually  from  the 
state  line  westward  to  the  foothills  of 
the  Rockies.  The  main  range  of  the 
Rocky  mountains  passes  north  and 
south  through  the  central  part  of  the 
state,  with  numerous  secondary  ranges 
and  spurs  running  in  all  directions, 
giving  Colorado  the  greatest  extent 
and  widest  variety  of  mountain  scen- 
ery found  in  any  state.  The  western 
part  lies  in  the  Pacific  watershed  and 
contains  the  largest  streams  in  the 
state.  Its  surface  is  much  more  brok- 
en than  that  of  the  eastern  part,  em- 
bracing numerous  high  mesas  and  fer- 
tile, narrow  agricultural  valleys,  and 
rising  to  the  rugged  and  wonderfully 
picturesque  San  Juan  mountains  in  the 
southwest.  In  outline  the  state  is  al- 
most a  perfect  rectangle,  having  the 
most  regular  form  of  any  state  in  the 
Union.  It  ranks  seventh  in  size,  with 
an  area  of  66,341,120  acres.  It  is  more 
than  twelve  times  as  large  as  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  nearly  twice  as  large 
as  Iowa  and  about  the  same  size  as 
New  York,  Ohio,  Connecticut  and  New 
Hampshire  combined.  Its  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  is  about  387 
miles,  or  37  miles  more  than  the  dis- 
tance from  New  York  City  to  Portland, 
Maine,  and  its  width  is  approximately 
276  miles,  or  about  the  same  as  the 
distance  from   Chicago  to   St.  Louis. 

Natural  Divisions — As  a  result  of  its 
large  size  and  the  extreme  irregularity 
of  its  surface  the  state  is  divided  into 


a  number  of  districts  that  show  con- 
siderable variation  in  topography,  soil, 
climatic  conditions,  industries  and 
products.  The  most  important  of  these 
are  the  nonirrigated  prairie  section 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  popu- 
larly referred  to  as  "Eastern  Colo- 
rado;"  the  South  Platte  valley,  in  the 
north  and  northeast;  the  Arkansas 
valley,  extending  through  the  southern 
part  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  state; 
the  San  Luis  valley,  a  vast  basin,  the 
bed  of  an  ancient  lake,  lying  in  the 
south-central  part  of  the  state  almost 
wholly  surrounded  by  mountain 
ranges;  the  San  Juan  basin,  in  the 
southwest;  the  valleys  of  the  Grand 
river  and  numerous  tributary  streams 
in  the  central-western  part;  the  rugged 
plateau  districts  drained  by  the  White 
and  Yampa  rivers,  in  the  northwest; 
the  mountainous,  mineral-bearing  dis-- 
tricts,  extending  in  a  broad,  irregular 
belt  across  the  central  part  of  the 
state  from  the  Wyoming  to  the  New 
Mexico  line;  and  the  mountain  park 
districts,  chief  of  which  are  North 
park,  in  Jackson  county;  Middle  park, 
in  Grand  county;  and  South  park,  in 
Park  county.  These  last  are  very  sim- 
ilar to  the  San  Luis  valley,  but  all 
have  higher  average  altitudes  and  con- 
sequently enjoy  less  intensive  agricul- 
tural development.  In  climatic  condi- 
tions the  South  Platte  and  Arkansas 
valleys  are  very  similar  to  the  non- 
irrigated  sections  of  eastern  Colorado, 
but  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  a  large 
supply  of  water  is  available  in  these 
valleys  for  irrigation  they  enjoy  the 
most  extensive  agricultural  develop- 
ment found  in  the  state  and  produce  a 
wider  range  and  greater  yield  of  crops 
than  the  nonirrigated  districts.  The 
San  Luis  valley  has  very  light  rain- 
fall, but  an  abundant  water  supply  for 
irrigation  is  derived  from  the  Rio 
Grande  river  and  its  tributaries.  The 
average  altitude  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  7,000  feet,  which  limits  the 
range  of  crops  grown,  but  the  fertile 
soil,  abundant  water  supply  and  good 
climate  make  this  valley  one  of  the 
finest  general  farming  and  stockrais- 
ing  districts  in  the  state.  The  San 
Juan  basin  is  a  region  of  from  moder- 
ate to  heavy  rainfall,  having  a  consid- 
erable area  of  irrigated  land  in  the 
river  valleys  and  much  good  nonirri- 
gated agricultural  land  on  the  higher 
mesas.  This  is  also  an  excellent  stock- 
raising  district.  The  valleys  of  the 
Grand,    Gunnison,    Uncompahgre    and 
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other  rivers  and  smaller  streams  of 
the  Grand  river  watershed  contain  the 
principal  fruitgrowing  areas  of  the 
state,  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of  fine 
general  agricultural  land.  The  rainfall 
in  this  area  is  generally  inadequate  for 
farming  without  irrigation,  but  the 
water  supply  is  adequate  for  all  land 
that  can  be  irrigated,  and  recently 
farming  without  irrigation  has  been 
undertaken  successfully  on  some  of 
the  higher  mesa  lands,  where  rainfall 
is  somewhat  heavier  than  in  the  val- 
leys. The  northwestern  part  of  the 
state  is  less  developed  than  any  other 
district,  chiefly  because  of  lack  of 
transportation  facilities,  but  it  con- 
tains some  of  the  best  agricultural  and 
grazing  land  in  Colorado.  The  mineral 
area  is  very  extensive,  but  the  princi- 
pal producing  areas  are  somewhat  re- 
stricted and  are  outlined  in  tables  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Early  History — That  part  of  Colo- 
rado lying  east  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains was  included  in  the  territory  ac- 
quired by  purchase  from  France  in 
1803,  usually  referred  to  as  the  Louisi- 
ana Purchase.  All  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  state,  lying  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  and  a  narrow  strip  ex- 
tending north  through  the  mountain 
district  into  Wyoming,  was  claimed  by 
the  state  of  Texas  and  became  a  part 
of  the  I"^nited  States  when  .Texas  was 
annexed  in  1845.  This  included  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  territory  be- 
longing to  the  Louisiana  Purchase,  but 
the  controversy  regarding  the  northern 
boundary  of  Texas  was  settled  long  be- 
fore Colorado  became  a  state.  The 
western  part  of  what  is  now  Colorado 
and  an  additional  strip  lying  west  and 
south  of  the  Rio  Grande  river  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Mexico 
in  1848,  following  the  war  with  Mexico. 
The  actual  settlement  of  Colorado  be- 
gan with  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the 
summer  of  1858,  at  which  time  most  of 
the  eastern  half  of  the  state  was  in- 
cluded in  Kansas  territory,  under  the 
name  of  Arapahoe  county.  The  bound- 
aries of  this  county  were  very  imper- 
fectly defined,  and  the  settlers  in  the 
new  gold  camps,  moreover,  objected  to 
being  governed  by  a  set  of  territorial 
officials  400  miles  away.  They  ap- 
pealed to  the  federal  government  for 
the  organization  of  a  new  state  or  ter- 
ritorial government,  and  finally,  in 
February,  18(;i.  the  territory  of  Colo- 
rado was  organized,  about  a  month 
after  statehood  had  been  conferred 
iiI)on  the  territory  of  Kansas.  The 
boundaries  of  the  territory  were  sub- 
stantially   the    same    as    are    those    of 


the  state  at  present.  In  1876  Colorado 
was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  the 
thirty-eighth  state. 

Population — The  population  of  Colo- 
rado has  increased  steadily  and  rap- 
idly since  its  actual  settlement  began 
immediately  following  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  1858.  The  following  table 
shows  its  growth  from  1860  to  the 
present  time,  as  compared  with  the 
growth  for  the  entire  country,  all  fig- 
ures being  taken  from  census  reports 
except  those  for  1919: 

Pet.  of       Pet.  of 

Increase  Increase 

Over  For 

Previous  United 

Year  Pop'Iation    Census  States 

1860  34,277 

1870  39.864  16.3  22.6 

1880  194.327  387.5  30.1 

1890  413.249  112.7  25.5 

1900  539,700  30.6  20.7 

1910  799.024  48. 0'  21.0 

1919  1.028,785  28.8  

During  the  two  decades  following 
1860  the  population  was  confined  large- 
ly to  the  mining  districts  and  to  the 
city  of  Denver.  The  cities  of  Pueblo, 
Colorado  Springs  and  Trinidad  did  not 
make  their  appearance  in  the  census 
population  statistics  until  1880,  when 
the  three  had  a  combined  population 
of  less  than  10.000.  During  the  early 
80's  the  period  of  agricultural  develop- 
ment began  and  the  decade  ending 
with  1890  was  in  many  ways  the  most 
important  in  the  history  of  the  state. 
During  that  period  24  new  counties 
were  organized  and  scores  of  new 
towns  were  laid  out  in  the  agricultural 
districts.  The  percentage  of  increase 
in  population  dropped  off  materially  in 
the  succeeding  decades,  but  remained 
considerably  greater  than  the  percent- 
age of  increase  for  the  country  at 
large.  In  1910  the  density  of  popula- 
tion for  the  state  was  7.7  per  square 
mile,  as  compared  with  30.9  for  the 
United  States.  Denver  county  ranked 
first  in  this  respect,  with  3.679.  and 
Dolores  and  .Jackson  counties  were 
tied  for  last  place,  with  0.6.  The  rural 
population  in  1910,  including  all  people 
excei)t  those  living  in  cities  and  towns 
of  2.500  or  more,  was  394,184.  or  49.3 
per  cent  of  the  total.  Indications  are 
that  the  rural  population  at  present  is 
somewhat  greater  than  the  urban  pop- 
ulation, though  no  exact  data  are  avail- 
able. In  1910  the  foreign-born  white 
population  was  15.9  per  cent  of  the 
total,  the  principal  foreign  nationali- 
ties being,  in  the  order  named,  as  fol- 
lows: German.  Italian.  Russian,  Aus- 
trian. English,  Swedish,  Canadian.  Irish 
and  Scotch. 
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Drainage  and  Water  Supply — Con- 
taining, as  it  does,  the  most  elevated 
portions  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  Colo- 
rado is  quite  naturally  the  source  of 
many  of  the  important  streams  in  the 
west.  The  Continental  divide  crosses 
the  west-central  part  of  the  state,  and 
the  streams  in  the  western  part  flow 
to  the  Pacific,  while  those  in  the  east 
find  their  way  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  streams  of  the  western  slope  are 
all  tributaries  of  the  Colorado  river, 
from  which  this  state  derives  its  name. 
The  Grand  river,  the  largest  stream  in 
Colorado,  and  one  of  the  two  rivers 
which  unite  to  form  the  Colorado 
river,  has  its  source  in  Grand  county, 
and  the  Green  river,  which  joins  with 
the  Grand  to  form  the  Colorado,  fiows 
through  the  northwestern  corner  of 
Moffat  county.  The  northwestern  cor- 
ner of  the  state  is  drained  by  tribu- 
taries of  the  Green  river,  chief  of 
which  are  the  Yampa  and  White 
rivers.  The  principal  tributary  of  the 
Grand  river  is  the  Gunnison,  which 
has  its  source  in  Gunnison  county  and 
enters  the  Grand  at  the  city  of  Grand 
Junction.  The  southwestern  corner  of 
the  state  is  drained  by  the  San  Juan 
and  Dolores  rivers,  both  tributaries  of 
the  Colorado.  The  south-central  part 
of  the  state,  including  the  San  Luis 
valley,  is  drained  by  the  Rio  Grande 
river.  The  southeastern  part  is  drained 
by  the  Arkansas  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  the  northeastern  part  by 
the  South  Platte  river.  The  North 
Platte  river  has  its  headquarters  in 
Jackson  county  and  unites  with  the 
South  Platte  in  Nebraska  to  form  the 
Platte  river,  The  Republican  river,  a 
tributary  of  the  Kansas,  drains  a  con- 
siderable area  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state.  These  streams  have  hun- 
dreds of  small  tributaries,  most  of 
which  have  their  sources  in  the  moun- 
tains where  the  snowfall  is  heavy. 
They  furnish  the  principal  water  sup- 
ply for  irrigation  and  for  the  develop- 
ment of  hydro-electric  power.  Water 
for  domestic  purposes  is  obtained 
principally  from  these  streams,  but  in 
most  agricultural  sections  wells  are 
utilized  as  a  secondary  source  of  do- 
mestic water  supply.  Most  of  these 
wells  are  pumped,  but  there  is  a  well- 
defined  artesian  belt  in  the  San  Luis 
valley  and  artesian  water  is  found  in 
numerous  other  places.  There  are 
more  than  .500  artesian  wells  in  the 
state,  fully  two-thirds  of  which  are  in 
the  San  Luis  valley. 

Land  Classification — A  table  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume  gives 
a  classification  of  the  66,341,120  acres 


of  land  in  the  state  as  far  as  is  prac- 
ticable from  available  records.  It  is 
divided  into  63  counties,  of  which  Den- 
ver county  is  the  smallest,  with  an 
area  of  37,120  acres,  and  Las  Animas 
county  the  largest,  with  3,077,760 
acres.  The  records  of  the  several 
county  assessors  showed  a  total  of 
26,490,156  acres  of  patented  land  on 
the  tax  rolls  for  1918,  including  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots,  and  not  including  equities  in  state 
land.  The  records  of  the  federal  and 
state  governments  at  the  same  time 
showed  a  total  of  26,997,020.95  acres 
of  nonpatented  land  included  in  the 
national  forests,  homestead  areas,  na- 
tional parks  and  monuments,  state 
lands  and  Indian  lands.  In  addition  to 
this  there  is  4,913,315  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  withdrawn  from  entry  for 
various  purposes,  leaving  7,940,528.05 
acres  of  land  unclassified  as  to  owner- 
ship. Most  of  this  is  homestead  land 
that  has  been  filed  upon  but  not  yet 
patented.  In  the  24  months  ending 
July  1,  1918,  approximately  2,750,000 
acres  of  homestead  land  was  filed  upon 
in  Colorado,  none  of  which  has  been 
patented,  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  the  land  filed  upon  in  the  preceding 
three  years  had  not  been  patented 
when  the  1918  tax  assessment  was 
made.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
amount  of  state  land  that  has  been 
sold  but  not  yet  paid  for,  which  does 
not  appear  on  the  tax  rolls  in  the 
names  of  the  purchasers  until  patent 
is  issued.  In  the  mining  counties  there 
is  much  mineral  land  that  has  been 
filed  upon  and  not  yet  patented.  In 
four  counties,  Conejos,  Gilpin,  Hins- 
dale and  Lake,  the  amount  of  land 
shown  in  the  various  classifications  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  areas  of  these 
counties,  as  given  from  government 
surveys.  These  discrepancies  are,  per- 
haps, due  to  errors  in  surveys,  as 
considerable  portions  of  the  mountain- 
ous sections  of  the  state  have  not  yet 
been  accurately  surveyed.  Of  the 
land  in  private  ownership  25,109,943 
acres  was  classed  by  county  assessors 
in  1918  as  farming  area.  Of  this 
amount  approximately  2,174,013  acres 
was  farmed  under  irrigation  in  1918, 
including  29,013  acres  of  bearing  or- 
chards. There  was  also  222,626  acres 
classed  by  assessors  as  natural  hay 
land,  a  very  large  percentage  of  which 
is  irrigated.  The  nonirrigated  farm- 
ing area  is  placed  by  assessors  at 
8,583,999  acres  and  14,129,307  acres  is 
classed  as  grazing  land,  much  of  which 
will  ultimately  be  placed  in  cultivation. 
The  remaining  privately-owned  land 
is    principally   patented    mineral    land, 


8 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots. 

National     Parks    and     Monuments — 

There  are  two  national  parks  and  two 
national  monuments  in  Colorado. 
Rocky  Mountain  national  park,  with 
an  approximate  area  of  253,440  acres, 
lies  in  Larimer,  Boulder  and  Grand 
counties,  and  includes  some  of  the 
most  picturesque  portions  of  the 
Rocky  mountains.  It  is  one  of  the 
newest  of  the  national  parks,  having 
been  created  by  an  act  of  congress, 
approved  January  26,  1915.  Its  high- 
est point  is  Longs  peak,  14,255  feet, 
and  there  are  within  its  boundaries 
13  other  mountain  peaks  more  than 
13,000  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  the 
most  accessible  of  the  large  western 
parks  and  this  fact,  together  with  its 
wide  range  of  picturesque  mountain 
scenery  and  its  delightful  climate,  has 
made  it  the  most  popular  of  the  na- 
tion's great  public  playgrounds.  The 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  interior 
places  the  number  of  visitors  to  this 
park  in  1915  at  31,000.  The  following 
year  the  number  had  increased  to 
51,000,  and  in  1917  it  was  117,186.  The 
nearest  approach  to  this  was  recorded 
at  the  Mount  Ranier  national  park, 
which  had  35,568  visitors  in  1917. 
Mesa  Verde  national  park  is  located  in 
Montezuma  county  and  is  especially 
noted  for  the  ruins  of  homes  and  vil- 
lages of  the  ancient  Cliff  Dwellers, 
supposed  to  have  been  the  earliest 
inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  conti- 
nent. Travel  to  this  park  has  in- 
creased very  materially  in  the  past 
few  years,  as  the  result  of  the  con- 
struction of  good  highways  leading  to 
it.  It  was  established  by  an  act  of 
congress  June  29,  1906.  Its  area  is 
48,966  acres.  The  Colorado  national 
monument,  in  Mesa  county,  near 
Grand  Junction,  was  established  by 
presidential  proclamation  on  May  24, 
1911.  Us  area  is  13,883  acres.  The 
site  is  in  a  picturesque  canon  which 
h-as  long  been  an  attractive  feature 
of  that  part  of  Colorado.  The  forma- 
tion is  similar  to  that  of  the  Garden 
of  the  Gods  at  Colorado  Springs,  but 
is  generally  conceded  to  be  much  more 
picturesque.  There  are  many  caverns 
in  the  monument,  several  of  which 
have  not  yet  been  explored.  Wheeler 
national  monument,  located  in  Mineral 
county,  northeast  of  Creede,  was  es- 
tablished by  presidential  proclama- 
tion on  December  7,  1908.  Its  area  is 
approximately  300  acres.  It  is  esi)e- 
cially  noted  for  its  weird  and  very 
picturesque  rock  formation,  unlike 
anything  found  elsewhere  in  Colorado. 


It  is  somewhat  difficult  of  access  at 
present  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
the  approaches  from  the  main  high- 
way by  way  of  Creede  and  Wagon 
Wheel  Gap  have  never  been  put  in 
first-class  condition.  A  movement  is 
now  under  way  to  have  a  first-class 
automobile  road  built  from  Creede  to 
the  monument. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
of  the  state  are  agriculture,  stockrais- 
ing  in  its  various  branches,  dairying, 
bee  keeping,  manufacturing,  mining, 
quarrying,  lumbering  and  commerce. 
These  are  treated  in  detail  elsewhere. 

Climatological  Data — As  a  result  of 
its  great  size  ^nd  the  extreme  irreg- 
ularity of  its  surface,  the  climate  of 
Colorado  is  wonderfully  varied  and 
cannot  be  described  in  detail  here. 
Various  tables  contained  in  this  pub- 
lication show  the  most  important  cli- 
matic data  for  different  sections  of 
the  state.  The  mean  annual  temper- 
ature for  the  entire  state  is  44.6  de- 
grees, but  it  varies  from  about  31 
degrees  in  some  of  the  higher  moun- 
tain districts  to  52  degrees  in  parts 
of  the  Arkansas  valley.  The  average 
annual  precipitation  for  the  state  is 
17.54  inches,  but  there  is  also  a  very 
wide  range  here  in  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  state.  The  lowest  aver- 
age precipitation  is  about  6.5  inches, 
in  the  San  Luis  valley,  and  the  highest 
above  30  inches  in  the  San  Juan 
mountains.  The  delightful  and  won- 
derfully healthful  qualities  of  Colo- 
rado's climate  are  well  known  through- 
out the  country.  The  tables  before 
referred  to  show  that  the  rainfall  is 
comparatively  light  in  all  sections  of 
the  state  and  the  percentage  of  sun- 
shine is  very  high.  The  range  of  tem- 
perature is  wide.  The  amount  of 
moisture  in  the  air  is  always  low  and 
as  a  result  the  unpleasant  effects  of 
extremely  low  or  high  temperatures 
are  greatly  modified.  The  relative 
annual  humidity  ranges  from  45  to  60 
per  cent,  being  lower  than  in  any  other 
state  except  Arizona.  The  high  al- 
titude is  another  important  factor  in 
governing  climatic  conditions  in  the 
state.  As  a  result  of  this  high  altitude 
and  the  correspondingly  low  atmos- 
pheric pressure,  impurities  in  the  air 
are  quickly  dissipated  and  the  depress- 
ing effects  common  at  low  altitudes, 
especially  during  periods  of  warm, 
damp  weather.  Are  entirely  foreign  to 
this  state. 

Railroads,  Telegraph  and  Telephone 
Facilities — There  are  41  railroad  com- 
panies represented  in  Colorado,  oper- 
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ating  an  aggregate  of  5,542.20  miles  of 
main  line  track.  Every  county  in  the 
state  except  Baca  county  has  some 
railroad  mileage,  though  the  railroad 
facilities  of  some  other  counties,  par- 
ticularly in  the  northwestern  and 
southwestern  parts  of  the  state, 
are  inadequate.  The  total  value  of 
railroad  property  in  the  state,  as  re- 
turned by  the  state  tax  commission 
for  the  year  1918,  was  $169,086,470.  A 
considerable  part  of  the  mileage  of  the 
Colorado  Midland  railroad  is  not  being 
operated  at  the  present  time.  The 
following  table  shows  the  main  line 
track  owned  by  the  several  railroad 
companies: 

Road  Mileage 

Atchison,     Topeka     &     Santa     Fe 

Railway    504.96 

Beaver,  Penrose  &  Nortliern  Rail- 
way       6.49 

Book  Cliff   Railroad 11.50 

Chicago,     Burlington     &     Quincy 

Railroad    395.39 

Chicago,    Rock    Island    &    Pacific 

Railway    165.05 

Colorado   Railroad 108.17 

Colorado-Kansas    Railway 22.20 

Colorado   Midland   Railroad 258.74 

Colorado  Springs  &  Cripple  Creek 

District  Railway    61.04 

Colorado,     Wyoming     &     Eastern 

Railway    43.88 

Colorado     &     Southeastern     Rail- 
road      6.2  7 

Colorado  &   Southern  Railway...  791.50 

Colorado  &  Wyoming  Railroad.  .  42.65 
Cripple  Creek  &  Colorado  Springs 

Railroad    11.66 

Crystal  River  Railroad 20.60 

Crystal   River   &   San   Juan    Rail- 
road       7.3i' 

Denver,  Boulder  &  We.stern  Rail- 
road      4t.99 

Denver    &    Inter-Mountain    Rail- 
road      15.02 

Denver  &Interurban  Railroad...  11.63 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad ..  1,504.15 
Denver  &  Salt  Lake  Railroad.  .  .  .  252.36 
Georgetown   &   Grays   Peak   Rail- 
way      15.90 

Great  Western  Railway 86.39 

Greeley    Terminal    Railway 1.36 

Manitou  &  Pikes  Peak  Railway..  8.70 

Midland  Terminal  Railroad 29.40 

Missouri  Pacific  Railway 152.12 

Northwestern    Terminal    Railway  3.11 

Oak    Creek   Railroad 1,68 

Rio  Grande   Junction   Railway...  62.08 

Rio  Grande  Southern  Railroad...  171.16 

Rocky    Mountain    Railway 12.60 

San  Luis  Central   Railroad 12.21 

San  Luis   Southern  Railway 31.53 

Silverton    Railroad 14.00 

Silverton,  Gladstone  &  Northerly 

Railroad     7.0O 


Silverton    Northern    Railroad....  8.00 

Treasury   Mountain    Railroad....  4.50 

Uinta  Railway 50:80 

Union  Pacific  Railroad 583.09 

Wolf  Creek  Railroad 1.00 

Several  of  the  companies  above 
named  operate  extensively  under  leas- 
ing arrangements  over  tracks  owned 
by  other  companies. 

Ninety  telephone  companies  operate 
in  the  state,  owning  an  aggregate  total 
of  285,073.97  miles  of  telephone  line. 
This  is  an  increase  of  approximately 
7,000  miles  over  the  amount  reported 
to  the  tax  commission  for  1917.  The 
valuation  of  all  property  owned  by 
these  companies,  as  returned  by  the 
state  tax  commission  for  purposes  of 
taxation  in  1918,  was  $12,666,340.  Most 
of  these  companies  are  small  and  oper- 
ate in  but  one  or  two  counties.  The 
Colorado  &  Eastern  Telephone  &  Tele- 
graph company  operates  in  15  coun- 
ties in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state, 
and  the  Mountain  States  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  company  operates  its  own 
lines  in  all  but  tw^o  counties  in  the 
state,  Baca  and  Dolores,  and  has  a 
total  of  276,112  miles  of  line  in  Colo- 
rado. Five  telegraph  companies  oper- 
ate a  total  of  26,113.69  miles  of  line 
in  the  state.  Five  counties,  Baca, 
Hinsdale,  Jackson,  Moffat  and  Rio 
Blanco,  had  no  telegraph  lines  in  oper- 
ation when  reports  were  made  to  the 
tax  commission  for  1918.  A  table  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume  shows 
the  mileage  of  railroads,  telephone  and 
telegraph  lines  in  the  various  counties 
of  the  state  as  returned  to  the  state 
tax  commission  for  1918. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  In  1910  there 
were  36  cities  in  Colorado,  according 
to  the  census  classification.  (The 
census  bureau  classes  all  incorporated 
places  of  2,500  population,  or  more,  as 
cities.)  These  cities,  at  that  time,  had 
a  population  of  413,939,  or  51.8  per 
cent  of  the  total  population  of  the 
state.  At  the  present  time  the  num- 
ber of  cities  is  about  42.  There  were 
212  incorporated  cities  and  towns  in 
the  state  on  January  1,  1919.  Weld 
county  leads  in  the  number  of  in- 
corporated places,  with  20,  and  Archu- 
leta, Bent,  Cheyenne,  Costilla,  Denver, 
Dolores,  Douglas,  Hinsdale,  Kiowa, 
Lake,  Mineral,  Moffat,  Pitkin,  Rio 
Blanco  and  Sedgwick  counties  are  tied 
for  last  place,  with  1  each.  Denver 
county  includes  only  the  city  of  Den- 
ver. Tables  published  elsewhere  in 
this  volume  give  the  population  and 
other  data  for  all  incorporated  places 
in  the  state. 
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Colorado  State   Land 


^TT^HAT  is  popularly  known  as  state 
III  land  in  Colorado  and  other 
Vlx  western  public  land  states  com- 
prises the  various  areas  turned  over  by 
the  federal  government  to  the  state 
governments  under  general  acts  of 
congress  and  sundry  special  statutory 
grants,  to  be  administered  by  the  va- 
rious state  governments  for  the  par- 
ticular state  interests  in  those  states 
for  which  the  grants  were  made.  The 
most  important  of  these  grants  was 
made  under  an  act  of  congress  passed 
in  1875,  the  year  before  Colorado  be- 
came a  state,  by  which  the  United 
States  gave  to  each  of  the  public  land 
states  an  amount  of  land  equal  to  one- 
eighteenth  of  the  area  of  the  state,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  schools.  This 
is  known  as  school  land,  and  quite 
generally  in  public  land  states  all  state 
land  is  referred  to  as  school  land, 
though  various  grants  were  made  to 
the  states  for  purposes  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  schools.  The  various 
grants  made  to  Colorado,  with  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  made  and 
the  area  acquired  under  each,  are  as 
follows:  ^^,^3 

Public    schools 3,678,026.14 

Agricultural  college 87,528.82 

Internal  inriprovements 473,118.52 

Penitentiary 28,308.75 

Public  buildings 32,147.97 

University 45.183.88 

Reformatory 520.00 

Saline  lands 18,836.62 

Total 4, 363, 670.70 

The  original  school  land  grant  gave 
to  the  state  sections  16  and  36  in  every 
township.  As  there  were  large  Indian 
reservations  and  extensive  private 
land  holdings  in  Colorado  at  the  time 
the  grant  was  made,  the  state  was  per- 
mitted to  select  other  public  lands  in 
lieu  of  those  within  these  reservations 
and  private  holdings.  As  a  result,  the 
state  acquired  large  blocks  of  land  in 
various  localities,  sometimes  almost 
entire  townships.  Where  sections  16 
and  36  were  in  private  ownership  at 
the  time  the  grant  was  made  the  state 
was  also  permitted  to  select  other  land 
elsewhere.  When  the  national  forests 
were  created  the  state  also  exchanged 
considerable  areas  of  state  land  with- 
in the  forest  boundaries  for  govern- 
ment land  in  other  localities.  By  the 
terms  of  the  grants  from  the  govern- 
ment the  funds  derived  from  the  sale 
of  school  land  constitute  a  permanent 
school  fund,  only  the  interest  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  administra- 
tion of  unsold  land  being  available  for 
use.     The  total  amount  of  state  land 


sold  up  to  December  1,  1918,  excluding 
all  cancellations,  was  1,250,063.75  acres, 
leaving  3,113,606.95  acres  of  state  land 
unsold.  An  accompanying  table  shows 
the  amount  of  land  given  to  Colorado 
under  all  the  various  special  grants 
and  the  general  public  school  grant 
and  the  amount  remaining  in  each 
county  on  November  30,  1918. 


IiAITD  GIVEN-  TO  THE  STATE  BY  THE 

FEDEBAI. 

GOVERNMENT  UNDER 

ALL     GRANTS    AND 

AMOUNT 

REMAINING   NOVEMBER 

30,   1918 

Total   Area 

Total  Area 

Granted 

Remaining 

COUNTY 

Acres 

Acres 

Adams    

51,749.31 

25,503.31 

Alamosa    .... 

.     129,464.02 

45,09l73 

Arapahoe    . . . 

34,077.06 

14,780'.28 

Archuleta     .  . 

..       19.514.87 

18,495.96 

Baca     

89,258.34 

77,426.92 

Bent    

.     170.365.55 

141,888.53 

Boulder     .... 

19.244.43 

8.572.67 

Chaffee    

.        21.399.69 

18,966.99 

Cheyenne    . .  . 

64.000.00 

52,786.39 

Clear  Creek.  . 

6,467.01 

4,654.41 

Coneios    

.     134.845.71 

60,685.18 

Costilla    

63.92 

63.92 

Crowley     .... 

.     123.373.11 

64,062.91 

Custer    

.        15,085.61 

13,808.61 

Delta    

2.00 

2.0<> 

Denver     

1.320.0'0 

686.60 

Dolores    

9,173.01 

9,093.01 

Douglas     .... 

.        21,650.00' 

9,051.92 

Eagle 

.        20,947.32 

18.429.83 

Elbert    

.     147.695.24 

84,223.85 

El  Paso   

.     231,166.11 

191.494.68 

Fremont    .... 

70,147.48 

58.342.56 

Garfield   

165.72 

165.72 

Gilpin     

2,200.00 

1,681.33 

Grand     

72,636.33 

60,021.72 

Gunnison     .  .  . 

20,494.89 

19,920.72 

Hinsdale 

9.806.00' 

9.166.00 

Huerfano     .  .  . 

.        52.56f)'.70 

45.381.50 

Jackson   

.        60,831.42 

47,349.64 

Jefferson   .... 

31,939.76 

18.219.89 

Kiowa    

.     106,856.98 

77,813.01 

Kit    Carson.. 

82,510.81 

61.932.23 

Dake     

5.039.76 

2.297.16 

T.a  Plata 

17,666.40 

14.661.53 

Da  rimer     .... 

.        91.492.03 

74,363.37 

Das  Animas.  . 

.     156.131.29 

143,485.31 

Dincoln    

.     162,997.75 

127,720.99 

Df)gan     

.     200.637.91 

141,490.52 

Mesa    

2  85.59 

285.59 

Mineral    

1,593.31 

953.31 

Moffat    

.     215,888.08 

189.711.44 

Montezuma     . 

45,888.12 

32,494.09 

Montrose     ... 

108.40' 

10'8.40 

Morgan    

108,312.83 

57.64  3.68 

Otero    

.     146.616.26 

116.404.73 

Ouray     

3.974.65 

3,34  4.22 

Park     

117,924.73 

94,964.34 

Phillips      

24,063.10 

16,786.59 

Pitkin     

3,447.42 

1,987.23 

Prowers     

73,390.23 

55,459.79 

Pueblo    

284,439.48 

2  20.180.55 

Rio  Blanco.  .  .  . 

5.74 

5.74 

Rio   Grande    .  . 

10'2,009.72 

20,032.40 

Routt 

112.103.88 

72,791.83 

Sagiiaclie     .... 

155,181.93 

96.622.05 

San    Juan 

7,526.76 

7,526.76 

San    Miguel... 

23,962.27 

16.642.27 

Sedgwick     .... 

37,316.00 

23.519.11 

Summit 

1,122.64 

322.64 

Teller     

12.442.17 

10.802.17 

Washington    .  . 

144.223.82 

95,169.70 

Weld     

226,569.48 

166,730.87 

Vuma      

94,377.95 

49.330.55 

4.397.952.10 

3,113.606.95 
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State  Coal  Latnd 


OF  THE  3,113,606.95  acres  of  state 
land  in  Colorado,  approximately 
473,732  acres  is  coal  land  ac- 
cording to  estimates  made  by  Horace 
W.  Havens,  mineral  superintendent  of 
the  state  land  board.  This  is  the  most 
valuable  asset  owned  by  the  state, 
practically  all  of  which  was  granted  to 
Colorado  by  the  federal  government 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public  school 
system.  Mr.  Havens  estimates  the 
value  of  this  land  at  approximately 
$100,000,000.  It  is  distributed  through 
nearly  every  coal-bearing  district  in 
the  state  as  follows: 

Canon  City  District  Total 

Acres 

Fremont  county 1,960 

Northern  Coal  Fields 

Adams  county 9,600 

Arapahoe  county .  9,080 

Boulder  county 760 

Denver  county 1,920 

Doug-las  county 13,180 

Elbert  county 30,020 

El  Paso  county 44,700 

Jefferson  county    1,820 

AVeld  county 75.560 

including-   Denver    district    south 
to  El  Paso  county) 

Soutliem  Coal  Fields 

Huerfano  county 11,440 

Las  Animas  county 33,360 

Tampa  Coal  Fields 

Moffat  county 120',400 

Routt  county 69,720 

Miscellaneous 

Archuleta  county 732 

Grand  county 2,960 

Gunnison  county 3,440 

Jackson  county   25.080 

La  Plata  county 9,960 

Montezuma  county   4.160 

Park  county   3,880 

Total  coal  area 473,732 

Mr.  Havens'  estimates  of  the  acre- 
age and  distribution  of  state  coal  land 
are  based  on  the  reports  of  the  United 
States  geological  survey.  He  assumes 
that  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
coal  acreage  will  not  be  found  to  con- 
tain workable  coal  and  bases  his  esti- 
mate of  value  on  this  assumption. 
Government  appraisers  have  placed 
the  value  of  coal  land  in  Colorado  at 
from  $100  to  $400  per  acre,  depending 
on  the  character  of  the  deposits  and 
their  accessibility.  Mr.  Havens  has 
estimated  the  value  of  state  coal  lands 
at  a  little  more  than  $200  per  acre, 
which  is  generally  conceded  to  be  very 
reasonable. 


Only  a  small  amount  of  state  coal 
land  has  ever  been  sold  as  such  by 
the  state  board  of  land  commissioners. 
When  state  land  is  sold  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  the  state  reserves  all 
coal  that  may  underlay  it.  The  rev- 
enue derived  by  the  school  fund  from 
this  land  comes  from  rentals  on  non- 
operative  coal  leases  and  from  royal- 
ties on  producing  leases. .  During  the 
biennial  period  ending  November  30, 
1918,  there  was  a  total  of  13,468.90  acres 
of  coal  land  leased  by  the  state,  the 
revenue  from  which  during  the  period 
was  $190,637.29.  For  the  purpose  of 
illustrating  the  development  that  is 
being  made  of  state  coal  lands  it  may 
be  stated  that  the  revenue  derived  by 
the  state  from  rental  of  and  royalties 
on  state  coal  land  during  the  biennial 
period  ending  November  30,  1916,  was 
$89,865.30,  and  for  the  preceding  bien- 
nial period  $81,088.56.  The  coal  leases 
are  granted  for  a  period  of  five  years 
and  require  a  minimum  royalty  of  10 
cents  a  ton  run  of  mine  upon  at  least 
1,000  tons  annually,  whether  any  coal 
is  mined  at  all  or  not,  and  10  cents  a 
ton  on  all  coal  in  excess  of  the  amount 
sufficient  to  produce  the  fixed  annual 
rental. 

From  the  figures  given  above  it  will 
be  seen  that  only  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  the  coal  land  owned  by  the 
state  is  under  lease.  This,  of  course, 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  it  lies 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
railroad  and  cannot  be  worked  profit- 
ably under  existing  conditions.  The 
most  important  producing  leases  are 
located  in  the  Canon  City,  Northern 
and  Southern  coal  fields,  in  Fremont, 
Las  Animas,  Huerfano  and  Weld  coun- 
ties. 


COAL   PRODUCTION  BY 

COUNTIES 

1917 

1918 

COUNTY 

Short  Tons 

Short  Tons 

Boulder    

.  .    1,277,265 

1.331,181 

Delta    

103,248 

94,870 

El   Paso 

.  .        374,620 

309,922 

Fremont    .... 

871,531 

876,868 

Garfield    

104,608 

74,004 

Gunnison     .  .  . 

653,233 

651.995 

Huerfano    .  .  . 

.  .    2,375,562 

2,620,385 

Jackson    

86.289 

84,504 

Jefferson    .... 

131.141 

125,810 

La  Plata 

138,523 

141,040 

Las   Animas. . 

,  .    4,447,726 

4.449,181 

Mesa     

20'9.166 

220.369 

Moffat    

250 

54  8 

Montezuma     . 

1,600 

1,927 

Montrose     .  .  . 

1,684 

1,020 

Ouray    

1,129 

641 

Pitkin    

22,964 

30,554 

Rio    Blanco.  . 

4,657 

4,798 

Routt    

.  .    1.057.685 

962.691 

Weld    

652,424 

675,747 

12.515.305 

12.658.055 
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Homestead   Land 
/ 

ON  July  1,  1918,  there  was  10,  It  is  safe  to  say  that  a  score  of  de- 
271,955  acres  of  unappropriated  sirable  full  320-a.cre  government  home- 
homestead  land  in  Colorado,  of  steads  could  not  be  found  in  this  sec- 
which  8,441,461  acres  was  surveyed  and  tion  of  the  state.  The  remainder  of 
open  to  immediate  entry.  A  year  pre-  the  available  homestead  land,  some- 
vious  the  area  of  homestead  land  un-  what  less  than  3,000,000  acres,  is 
appropriated  was  10,416,317  acres.  widely  scattered  over  the  western  part 
There  was  a  small  amount  of  with-  of  the  state.  A  considerable  amount 
drawn  land  restored  to  entry  during  the  of  it  is  good  farming  are^  but  nearly 
twelve  months  ending  July  1,  1918,  and  all  of  it  lies  from  15  to  40  miles  from 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  land  ap-  any  railroad.  The  rainfall  in  some 
plied  for  in  tracts  larger  than  320  acres  sections  is  not  sufficient  for  crops 
under  the  grazing  homestead  act,  w^hich  without  irrigation  and  no  definite 
applications  were  not  allowed.  This  re-  Plans  for  its  reclamation  by  the  gov- 
sulted  in  a  large  apparent  increase  in  ernment  have  been  announced.  The 
the  amount  of  homestead  land  during  only  counties  having  no  homestead 
the  twelve  months,  and  accounts  for  l^^nd  open  to  entry  are  Denver,  Min- 
the  small  decrease  in  the  amount  of  ®^^1  ^^^  San  Juan, 
homestead  land  available  on  July  1,  There  is  m  the  state  4,913,315  acres 
1918,  as  compared  with  July  1,  1917.  9^  government  land  temporarily  with- 
The  amount  of  land  actually  filed  upon  ^^^^wn  from  entry,  divided  as  follows: 

during  the  twelve  months  was  1,132,276  Cpal  land 4,503,417  acres 

acres,  the  smallest  area  entered  in  the  §5}  i^^e  iand 45'440       '' 

state    since    1914.     The    amount    filed  Power  sites.  ......... ..'.'.    276,'50'4 

upon   during   the   past   twelve    months  Public  water  reserves 480       " 

has  been  comparatively  small,  while  a  Total  .  .4,913,315 

considerable  area  filed  upon  under  the  ..         , ,,'         '.       ,,  '     .'    ,  , 

grazing  act  has  been  restored  to  entry  .^^^    addition    to    these    withdrawals 

after  annlipatioim  havP  bpen   rpipoted  ^^®^®   ^^^   ^   ^^^^'    comparatively    small 

e"fL?  fWovo^.-^eL^rf.  3v    !fr,'  ^racts  withdrawu  under  what  is  known 

Tniv  1     iqTq   ^n^rnvr^^^^^^^^^  ^s  the   Carey  act.      These    tracts   are 

acL   'T^eexacff^guTes  ^"^^^    ^^^^    ^^    ^^^    '''^''^'    ^--■"- 

acres.     ine  exact  tigures  are  not  avail  ^^^^   ^^   ^^^^   ^^^^^   ^^^   ^^^    adminis- 

able  until  late  m  the  year.  ^^^^^  ^  ^1^^  ^^^^^  1^^^  ^^^^,^  pending 
Nearly  one-third  of  this  land  lies  m  ^^^  construction  of  irrigation  sys- 
two  counties  in  the  northwestern  part  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  irrigation 
of  the  state  Moffat  and  Rio  Blanco  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  completed  in  Colo- 
counties.  It  IS  m  the  Glenwood  ^^ -.^  .,^.  y,^-^„  ^^r.^  ^,ro<-^w,  ^r  +«,. 
Snrin^c,  land  district  and  iq  olac,epd  hv  ^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  system  water- 
v,^r^mJ^^.r.Tfy:l^^  ing  about  15,000  acres  in  the  neighbor- 
ing ?r.lfn.  nnd  ^^nprnf  iL^f  wifh  ^^^d  Of  Two  Buttes.  in  northern  Baca 
ing  grazing  and  mineral  land,  with  accompanying  table 
no  information  given  as  to  what  por-  ,^,^,,,^  ^^.^  ^^^^^^  ^^  homestead  land, 
tions  belong  in  each  of  the  three  clas-         ,  counties,  open  to  entry  in  the  var- 

o'r?''?^'''?.'- ^''•f^'''?"^  ^"  ""^ '^ ''/'■''?  ious    land    districts    of    the    state    on 

25    to    90    miles    from    any    railroad,  j^^j      ^     ^^^g       The    unsurveyed    land 

Somewhat  more  than  one-third  of  the  ^^^^^  ^^   ^^^^^^^   ^^^^   ^^^    ^^^ 

homestead  land  of  the  state,  approxi-  ^^    formally    filed    upon    until    it    has 

mately     3,o00,000    acres,    lies    in    the  ^^^^^  surveyed 

mountainous       or       semi-mountainous  „«„„„„„. .^  .!■  «„^  ^«.„„  „«  .„*^ 

^^,,^*ir.c      of     ov,     oi+Ui,/i,^     oi^«,r«     ^  (^nCi  HOMESTEAD  LAND  OPEN  TO  ENTRY 

counties,    at   an    altitude    above    7,000  q-^  july  i  1918 

feet.     Most  of  this  is  primarily  useful  u^i  j^o^te  Land  District 

for   grazing   purposes   or   for   minerals  county  Unsurveyed     Total 

it  may  contain.     Small  areas  of  agri-  .\iainosa   3,840  49,027 

cultural  land   are  to   be  found  in  the  <;iiaffee   d'lT^ 

large  homestead  areas  of  these  moun-  HuerfJfno ".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.       '3,846'  bill!) 

tain    counties,   but   practically   all   the  Las  Animas. . ....'.! !      291440  2i)U40' 

land    suitable    for    farming    that    lies  J}^('    Grande Ui^U 

within   a   reasonable   distance   from   a  ^^^^^^^^    _292^ 

railroad   has  been   filed   upon.      About  Total    .S7.120         075.328 

530,000  acres  of  homestead  land   is  to  Denver  Land  District 

be  found  in  the  25  counties  lying  east  -^*|;'",^^   A^ 

of    the    mountains.      Perhaps    not    to  uoutSer^.  ........ ...       .....  760 

exceed   25   por  cent   of   this   amount   is  ( near  Creek 13,410  20,320 

suitable  for  farming  and  nearly  all  of  {^P"j-^^'^« il'Joa 

it  is  in  very  small  tracts,  much  below  K\hert    ........... ..       .....  'goo 

the  size  of  a  government  homestead.  r.iipin.  .".'...*!.!!... .        3,840  i].52() 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


13 


COUNTY  Unsurveyed     Total 

Grand    13,860'  124,210 

Jackson    239,030 

Jefferson    9,380 

Larimer 47,020 

Morgan 560 

Routt    7.680  7,680 

Summit    4,630  9,550 

Weld    680 

Total    43.450  486,430 

Durang-o  Iiand  District 

Archuleta     72,575 

Dolores     46,762  53,995 

La    Plata 2.20^  95,692 

Montezuma     12.940  62,374 

Total    61,902  284,636 

Glenwood  Springs  Iiafid  District 

Eagle     205,157  237,799 

Garfield    191,088  955.776 

Gunnison     7,840  8,280 

Mesa    31,320  147.606 

Moffat     318,625  1,728.863 

Pitkin     24,30«  52,906 

Rio    Blanco 176,90i6  1,345,960 

Routt     72,200  189,209 

Total    1.027,436  4,666.399 

Hugro  Iiand  District 

Cheyenne    317 

Kit  Carson 4.892 

Lincoln     1,287 

Total 6.496 

Iiamar  Iiand  District 

Baca    56,532 

Bent     41,835 

Cheyenne    .  .  .  •. 1,329 

Kiowa     3,270 

Las    Animas 76,360 

Lincoln     140 

Prowers    14,828 

Total     194,294 

Iieadville  Iiand   District 

Chaffee    69,234 

Fremont     35.401 


COUNTY  Unsurveyed     Total 

Lake     8,382 

Park     10.844  258,185 

Summit    465 

Teller    280  7,197 

Total    11,124  :]78,864 

Montrose  Iiand  District 

Delta     55,560'  244,692 

Dolores     3,780  35,110 

Gunnison    89,040  554,100 

Hinsdale    11,200  115,480 

Mesa    203,700  809,849 

Montrose     179,360'  652,078 

Ourav    27,040 

Saguache    130,240 

San    Miguel 73,100  323,602 

Total    615,740        2,892,191 

Pueblo  Iiand  District 

Alamosa     11,320 

Bent     10,0-10 

Crowley     7,040  8,000 

Custer    27,960 

El    Paso 1,320  5,120 

Fremont     324, 68(^- 

Huerfano 64,440 

Kiowa    680  680 

Las  Animas 118,856 

Lincoln     720  3,790 

Otero     8,360  35,090 

Pueblo    1,900 

Saguache    21,760 

Teller     ' 25,680 

Total    18,120  659.286 

Sterling"  Iiand  District 

Logan      4,320  4.799 

Morgan     159  1.619 

Phillips     561 

Sedgwick    280 

Wasliington     4,442 

Weld     10,234  11,813 

Yuma    889  4,517 

Total    15,602  28,031 

State    total 1.830,494      10,271.955 


National  Forests 


^^^^HE  act  of  congress  under  which 
i  ^j  the  national  forests  of  the  coun- 
^^^/  try  were  created  was  passed 
March  3,  1891.  The  following  provi- 
sion. Section  24  of  the  act,  shows  how 
and  for  what  purposes  the  forests  were 
created: 

"The  President  of  the  United  States 
may  from  time  to  time  set  apart  and 
reserve  in  any  state  or  territory  hav- 
ing public  land  bearing  forests,  any 
part  of  the  public  lands  wholly  or  in 
part  covered  with  timber  or  under- 
growth, whether  of  commercial  value 
or  not,  as  public  reservations,  and  the 
president  shall,  by  public  proclama- 
tion, declare  the  establishment  of  such 
reservations  and  the  limits  thereof." 

The  first  national  forest  was  Created 
by  President  Harrison  in  1891,  under 
the  name  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Tim- 
berland  Reserve.  Originally  all  forests 
established  under  this  act  were  known 
as  forest  reserves,  but  in  1905  congress 


changed  the  official  designation  to 
"national  forests." 

There  are  at  present  155  national 
forests  in  the  United  States,  of  which 
17  lie  wholly  and  two  partly  within  the 
state  of  Colorado.  The  total  area 
within  these  forests  and  within  the 
borders  of  the  state  is  14,854,713  acres. 
A  considerable  amount  of  land  within 
the  forest  boundaries  has  passed  into 
private  ownership  or  has  been  other- 
wise withdrawn  from  the  forest  area 
under  provisions  of  the  various  acts  of 
congress  relating  to  the  national  for- 
ests, leaving  a  total  net  national  forest 
area  for  the  state  of  13,354,944  acres. 

The  administrative  headquarters  for 
Colorado  national  forests  is  located  at 
Denver,  the  national  forests  of  the 
state,  except  the  very  small  part  of  the 
La  Sal  forest  located  in  the  extreme 
western  part,  being  in  what  is  known 
as  the  Rocky  Mountain  District.  The 
chief  executive   officer  of  the   district 
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is  the  district  forester,  and  each  forest 
is  in  charge  of  a  forest  supervisor, 
whose  headquarters  is  at  some  central 
place  within  or  near  the  forest  area. 
The  total  number  of  national  forest 
officers  in  the  state  at  present  is  about 
319.  The  accompanying  table  gives  the 
name  of  each  national  forest  wholly 
or  partly  in  the  state,  together  with 
its  net  area  within  this  state  and  the 
headquarters  of  the  supervisor: 


National  Forest 
Arapahoe 


Battlement, 
Cochetopa. . 
Colorado.  .  . 
Durango.  .  . 
Gunnison .  . 
■Hayden 


Holy  Cross .  .  . 

tLa  Sal 

Leadville 

Montezuma .  .  . 

Pike 

Rio  Grande.  .  . 

Routt 

San  Isabel.  .  .  . 

San  Juan 

Sopris 

Uncompahgre 
Wliite  River.  . 


Headquarters 
Hot   Sulphur 

Springs    

Grand   Junction 

•Saguache    

Ft.  Collins 

Durango    

Gunnison     

■Encampment, 

Wyoming    .  .  .  . 
Glenwood  Spgs. 

Moab,   Utah 

Leadville     

Mancos    

Denver     

•Monte    Vista.  .  . 
•Steamboat  Spgs 

•Westcliffe    

•  Pagosa  Spgs.  .  . 
Glenwood  Spgs. 

Delta    

.Glenwood    Spgs. 


Net  Area 

634,775 
650,596 
905,813 
847.328 
616,630 
906,491 

65.ri".).s 
576,113 

930;585 

696.044 

1,079,150 

1,136.539 

832,152 

617,498 
596,508 
789,959 
846,809 


♦Dies  principally  in  Wyoming. 
,     tLies  principally  in  Utah. 

These  forests  lie  almost  exclusively 
in  the  mountainous  districts  of  the  cen- 
tral and  western  parts  of  the  state. 
Their  boundaries  are  very  irregular 
and  most  of  them  lie  in  two  or  more 
counties,  while  some  of  them  are  made 
up  of  two  or  more  separated  tracts. 
The  location  of  the  various  forests 
wholly  or  partly  in  the  state,  by  coun- 
ties, is  as  follows: 

Arapahoe  forest:  Grand  and  Jack- 
son counties. 

Battlement  forest:  Delta,  Garfield, 
Gunnison,  Mesa  and  Pitkin  counties. 

Cochetopa  forest:  Chaffee,  Gunni- 
son, Hinsdale  and  Saguache  counties. 

Colorado  forest:  Boulder.  Gilpin. 
Jackson,  Jefferson  and  Larimer  coun- 
ties. 

Durango  forest:  Archuleta,  Hins- 
dale, La  Plata  and  San  Juan  counties. 

Gunnison  forest:  Delta,  Gunnison 
and  Montrose  counties. 

Hayden 'forest:     Jackson  county. 

Holy  Cross  forest:  Eagle,  Garfield 
and  I*itkin  counties. 

La  Sal  forest:  Mesa  and  Montrose 
counties. 

Leadville  forest:  Chaffee,  Lake, 
Park   and  Summit  counties. 

Montezuma  forest:  Dolores,  La 
Plata,  MontezUma  and  San  Miguel 
counties. 

Pike  forest:  (Hear  Creek.  I>oughis. 
El  Paso,  Teller  and  Jefferson  counties. 

Rio   Grande   forest:      Conejos.    Hin-- 


dale,  La  Plata,  Mineral,  Rio  Grande, 
Saguache  and  San  Juan  counties. 

Routt  forest:  Grand,  Jackson,  Mof- 
fat and  Routt  counties. 

San  Isabel  forest:  Alamosa,  Chaffee. 
Custer,  Fremont,  Huerfano,  Las  Ani- 
mas, Pueblo  and  Saguache  counties. 

San  Juan  forest:  Archuleta,  Hins- 
dale, Mineral  and  Rio  Grande  counties. 

Sopris  forest:  Eagle,  Garfield,  Gun- 
nison and  Pitkin  counties. 

Uncompahgre  forest:  Gunnison. 
Hinsdale.  Mesa,  Montrose,  Ouray,  San 
Juan  and  San  Miguel  counties. 

White  River  forest:  Eagle,  Garfield. 
Moffat,  Rio  Blanco  and  Routt  counties. 

The  national  forests  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment of  agriculture,  through  an  official 
created  by  act  of  congress  and  known 
as  the  national  forester.  The  secretary 
of  agriculture  is  authorized  by  act  of 
congress  to  issue  from  time  to  time 
regulations  governing  the  use  and  oc- 
cupancy of  national  forest  lands  and 
the  use  of  timber  and  other  national 
forest  resources.  These  regulations 
are  published  in  what  is  known  as  the 
"Use  Book,"  which  may  be  obtained  by 
actual  or  prospective  users  of  the  na- 
tional forests  from  the  national  for- 
ester at  Washington,  o.r  from  any 
district  forester  or  forest  supervisor. 

USE  OF  TIMBER  REGULATED 

Under  the  regulations  set  forth  in 
the  Use  Book,  the  timber  in  the  na- 
tional forests  is  being  constantly  used, 
•but  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  the 
depletion  of  national  timber  resources 
by  excessive  or  ill-advised  cutting. 
Free  use  of  timber  is  granted  to  bona 
fide  settlers,  miners,  residents  and 
prospectors,  and  to  schools,  road  dis- 
tricts, churches  and  noncommercial 
organizations  of  settlers,  for  improve- 
ments of  mutual  or  public  benefit.  The 
amount  of  free  material  to  any  one 
user  generally  does  not  exceed  $20  an'- 
uually  in  value  in  this  state.  Such 
free  timber  is  granted  principally  for 
use  as  firewood,  fence  posts,  for  tim- 
bering in  mines,  road  building  and  for 
construction  work  on  a  small  scale. 
Mature,  dead  or  down  timber,  which 
may  be  cut  without  injury  to  the  forest, 
is  sold  in  any  desired  amount  to  home- 
stead settlers  and  to  farmers  at  the 
actual  cost  of  administering  such 
sales.  Such  timber  must  be  used  for 
domestic  and  homestead  purposes  and 
its  sale  or  exchange  is  prohibited.  Tim- 
ber sold  under  these  regulations  in 
Colorado  brought  an  average  price  of 
about  7')  cents  per  1,000  feet,  board 
measure,  in  1918,  and  fuel  wood  was 
sold  at  25  cents  a  cord. 

The  national  forest  officials  estimate 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


15 


that  the  commercial  stand  of  timber  in 
Colorado  national  forests  at  this  time 
is  18,139,552,000  board  feet,  having  a 
stumpage  value  of  more  than 
$36,000,000. 

GRAZING    IN    NATIONAL    FORESTS 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  good 
pasture  land  in  the  national  forests  of 
this  state,  and  farmers,  homesteaders 
and  stockmen  are  given  every  encour- 
agement to  make  use  of  it  during  the 
grazing  season.  Preference  is  given 
to  the  small  farmer,  who  is  permitted 
to  graze  10  head  of  milch  cows  and 
work  animals  free  of  charge,  and  is 
also  considered  before  all  others  in 
the  allotment  of  additional  grazing 
privileges.  The  grazing  fees  are  based 
upon  a  theoretical  charge  for  the  en- 
tire year,  there  being  but  few  ranges 
in  the  state  where  year-long  grazing 
is  permitted.  The  year-long  fees  for 
the  forests  of  this  state  are  as  follows: 

Cattle,  $1.00  per  head. 

Horses,  $1.25  per  head. 

Sheep  and  goats,  25  cents  per  head. 

The  grazing  season  is  fixed  to  fit 
conditions  on  each  range  and  fees  for 
shorter  periods  than  one  year  are  de- 
termined upon  an  established  basis, 
but  are  not  directly  proportionate  to 
The  annual  rates.  The  various  sched- 
ules of  fees  are  changed  from  time  to 
time,  and  may  be  obtained  from  forest 
officials. 

A  very  considerable  part  of  the  na- 
tional forest  area  in  Colorado  lies 
within  the  recognized  mineral  belts, 
and  prospecting  for  minerals  is  con- 
stantly going  on  in  the  forests.  These 
lands  are  open  to  prospectors  the  same 
as  other  ])ublic  lands,  and  may  be  filed 
upon  and  patented  under  the  public 
land  laws  after  discoveries  of  minerals 
have  been  made  and  the  proper  assess- 
ment work  done. 

HOMESTEADS   WITHIN    FORESTS 

There  are  also  occafSional  tracts  of 
agricultural  land  within  the  forest 
boundaries,  which  may  be  filed  upon 
under  the  homestead  laws.  Applica- 
tion for  such  land  is  made  to  the  forest 
service. 

A  systematic  examination  of  na- 
tional forest  lands  has  been  made  to 
determine  what  parts  of  the  areas  now 
included  in  the  national  forests  are 
more  suitable  for  agricultural  than  for 
other  purposes.  As  a  result  of  this  ex- 
amination there  was  on  July  1,  1919, 
36,564  acres  of  land  within  the  Colo- 
rado national  forests  open  to  entry 
under  the  homestead  laws.  This  is 
made  up  principally  of  isolated  tracts 
varying  in  size  from  20  to  160  acres. 


Information  about  the  homestead  land 
in  the  various  forests  may  be  obtained 
from  the  forest  supervisors.  Since 
1906  there  has  been  261,000  acres  of 
national  forest  land  restored  to  entry 
in  Colorado  in  this  way. 

The  following  facts,  taken  from  re- 
ports of  the  district  forester  at  Denver, 
give  some  idea  of  the  extent  of  public 
service  rendered  through  the  national 
forests  in  Colorado  and  the  various 
national  forest  officials  in  the  state: 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1918,  400,833  cattle,'  10,553  horses 
and  1,106,423  sheep  and  goats  were 
grazed  in  the  national  forests  of  Colo- 
rado. This  is  an  increase  of  63,516 
cattle  and  horses  and  188,331  sheep  and 
goats  over  the  number  grazed  in  1917. 
The  number  of  permits  issued  for  cat- 
tle and  horses  was  4,513,  rnd  for  sheep 
846. 

The  net  receipts  of  the  national  for- 
ests in  the  state  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1919,  were  $459,878.  of 
which  amount  25  per  cent,  or  $114,970 
is  turned  over  to  the  various  counties 
in  which  the  forests  are  situated,  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools  and  public  roads.  An  addi- 
tional 10  per  cent,  or  $45,987  is  avail- 
able for  the  construction  of  roads  and 
trials  within  the  national  forests.  The 
net  receipts  of  the  national  forests  of 
the  state  for  1918  were  $356,415. 

There  is  available  during  the  current 
year,  out  of  federal  funds,  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  in  and  near  the  na- 
tional forests,  in  co-operation  with  the 
state  and  counties,  $574,934.  The  co- 
operation offered  throu2:h  the  state 
agencies  is  $181,747.  making:  the  total 
fund  available  $729,681.  The  roads 
now  being  constructed  include  some  of 
the  most  important  scenic  highways  in 
the  state,  and  include  aboutt  100  miles 
of  highway. 

The  national  forests  of  Colorado  are 
coming  to  be  more  popular  as  national 
playgrounds  each  year.  During  the 
past  year  the  number  of  visitors  in  the 
Colorado  national  forests  was  above 
853,000,  or  86  per  cent  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  visitors  in  all  the  147  national 
forests.  These  visitors  were  from 
forty  states  and  thirteen  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  they  spent  an  average  of 
from  one  to  seven  days  in  the  forests. 

There  were  670  commercial  sales  of 
timber  made  from  the  national  forests 
of  the  state  during  the  past  year,  ag- 
gregating 100,915,000  board  feet,  the 
value  of  which  was  $162,091.24.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  there  were  322  sales  of 
timber  at  cost,  aggregating  2,547,000 
board  feet,  amounting  to  $1,934.68. 
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Colorado  Water  Power 


ONE  of  the  most  valuable  of 
Colorado's  natural  resources  is 
water  power.  Although  the 
volume  of  water  carried  in  the  streams 
of  the  state  is  generally  comparatively 
small,  most  of  these  streams  have  their 
sources  at  high  altitudes  and  a  vast 
amount  of  power  is  developed  as  they 
descend  over  precipitous  courses  from 
the  mountain  sides  to  the  plains  below. 
The  principal  river  systems  having 
their  origin  in  the  state  and  develop- 
ing sufficient  water  power  to  be  uti- 
lized commercially  are:  The  Colorado, 
on  the  western  slope,  the  principal 
tributaries  of  which  are  the  Yampa. 
White.  Grand,  Gunnison,  Dolores  and 
San  Juan;  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the 
south,  draining  the  San  Luis  valley; 
the  Arkansas,  in  the  southeast,  and 
the  Platte,  in  the  northeast.  These 
streams  have  scores  of  comparatively 
small  tributaries  rising  in  the  moun- 
tains, w^hich  drop  from  1,000  to  6,000 
feet  in  their  courses.  There  is  con- 
siderable variation  in  the  amount  of 
power  available  in  these  streams,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  volume  of  water 
they  carry  differs  widely  at  different 
seasons  of  the  year.  A  maximum  de- 
velopment could  be  obtained  only 
through  the  storage  of  w^ater  in  reser- 
voirs during  the  flood  seasons,  so  that 
a  uniform  flow  of  water  could  be  ob- 
tained through  the  year.  The  follow- 
ing figures,  taken  from  reports  of  the 
United  States  geological  survey,  fur- 
nish a  good  idea  of  the  immense 
amount  of  water  power  available  for 
commercial  use  in  the  state: 

Minimum  horsepower  available 

from    direct    stream    flow....       828,500 

Horsepower     available      from 

storage  of  water 2,568,200 

Minimum  horsepower  from  di- 
rect flow  and  storage 3,396,700 

Maximum  horsepower  available 

during-  flood  seasons 4.241.300 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Conservation  commission,  made 
in  1908,  the  total  hydro-electric  energy 
developed  in  the  entire  country  at  that 
time  was  5,356,680  horsepower,  and 
the  total  development  in  Colorado  was 
78,878  horsepower.  Since  that  time  the 
development  in  some  i)arts  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  very  marked,  but  the 
total  horsepower  now  in  use  is  less 
than  three  times  the  maximum  amount 
available  in  the  state  of  ('olorado. 
Water  power  development  in  this  state 
since  1908  has  been  slow,  due  largely 
to  th(;  withdrawal  from  entry  of  many 
of  the  best  power  sites,  which  are  on 


government  land.  Congress  has  been 
working  for  several  years  on  the  per- 
fection of  a  law  to  regulate  the  leasing 
of  government  power  sites,  with  a  view 
to  developing  vast  water  power  re- 
sources of  the  west,  and  the  era  of  real 
development  will  perhaps  not  begin 
until  some  satisfactory  basis  is  estab- 
lished by  law  upon  which  the  govern- 
ment and  private  enterprises  can  co- 
operate in  the  utilization  of  this  vast 
national  resource. 

In  1914,  when  the  latest  detailed  in- 
quiry of  the  census  bureau  into  manu- 
facturing development  was  made,  the 
factories  of  Colorado  were  using  but 
162,828  primary  horsepower  of  energy 
in  their  operations.  Of  this  amount 
only  57,278  horsepower  was  electric, 
not  all  of  which  was  hydro-electric. 
The  total  development  of  hydro-elec- 
tric energy  in  the  state  at  present  is 
perhaps  not  in  excess  of  125,000  horse- 
power, most  of  which  is  being  utilized 
in  lighting,  operating  street  railway 
and  traction  lines  and  furnishing 
power  for  the  operation  of  mine  ma- 
chinery and  ore-treatment  mills.  Much 
of  the  electric  energy  for  street  light- 
ing in  Denver  is  generated  nearly  200 
miles  from  the  city,  at  the  town  of 
Shoshone.  Garfield  county,  and  is  car- 
ried across  the  range  by  high  voltage 
transmission  lines.  This  example  is 
cited  to  show  the  possibilities  for  the 
distribution  of  hydro-electric  energy, 
and  should  be  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  power  generated  from  the  streams 
in  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  state 
can  be  utilized  profitably  in  the  de- 
velopment of  manufacturing  and  other 
industries  in  the  cities  and  more 
thickly  populated  rural  districts. 

The  need  for  further  development 
of  water  power  occasioned  by  the  war 
demand  for  greatly  increased  produc- 
tion from  the  country's  factories  has 
emphasized  anew  the  manufacturing 
possibilities  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
west,  where  raw  materials  of  nearly 
all  kinds  are  ahundant,  and  where  hy- 
dro-electric energy  can  be  developed 
in  large  volume,  at  comparatively 
small  expense.  The  people  of  Colo- 
rado are  keenly  alive  to  the  wonder- 
ful possibilities  in  this  direction  of- 
fered in  the  Centennial  state,  and 
there  is  every  indication  that,  as  soon 
as  financial  conditions  will  permit  fol- 
lowing the  close  of  the  war,  large  in- 
vestments will  be  made  in  the  develop- 
ment of  water  power  in  the  state,  and 
in  the  establishment  of  industries  that 
will  make  use  of  such  power. 
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Irrigation  in  Colorado 


S ARMING  under  irrigation  began 
in  Colorado  almost  as  soon  as 
gold  mining.  Its  development 
was  not  so  rapid  in  the  beginning,  but 
it  was  steady  and  persistent,  and  to- 
day the  value  of  the  annual  output  of 
the  state's  irrigated  farms  is  more 
than  four  times  as  great  as  that  of  its 
gold  mines. 

David  K.  Wall,  one  of  the  pioneer 
agriculturists  of  the  state,  farmed  a 
two-acre  tract  of  land  at  Golden  in 
1859,  which  he  irrigated  by  direct  flow 
from  one  of  the  small  tributaries  of 
Clear  creek.  His  experiment  proved 
so  successful  that  he  increased  his  irri- 
gated area  to  eight  acres  the  following 
year.  Again  he  was  very  successful 
and  the  story  of  his  success  spread 
rapidly. 

It  was  not  until  about  1870,  however, 
that  large  community  irrigation  enter- 
prises began  to  be  undertaken.  Up  to 
this  time  only  short  ditches  had  been 
in  operation,  carrying  water  directly 
from  the  streams  to  the  low  lands 
lying  in  the  narrow  creek  and  river 
valleys.  Most  of  these  pioneer  irriga- 
tion systems  were  individual  enter- 
prises, watering  from  10  to  100  acres 
each.  With  the  new  era  of  develop- 
ment large  community  enterprises 
were  undertaken  and  ditches  were 
constructed  that  carried  water  to  the 
fertile  uplands,  far  back  from  the  nar- 
row valleys.  Irrigation  on  a  large 
scale  was  first  undertaken  in  the  Gree- 
ley district,  in  northern  Colorado,  the 
water  being  taken  from  the  South 
Platte  river  and  its  tributaries.  The 
undertakings  were  generally  success- 
ful and  other  districts  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  northern  Colo- 
rado. In  1889,  when  the  United  States 
census  bureau  made  its  first  detailed 
report  on  irrigation  enterprises,  Colo- 
rado ranked  second  among  the  states 
in  irrigation  development,  with  890,- 
775  acres  of  land  under  ditch.  Cali- 
fornia was  first  at  that  time,  with 
1,004,223  acres  irrigated. 

The  two  decades  following  1889  wit- 
nessed Colorado's  greatest  irrigation 
development.  In  1899  the  census  bu- 
reau found  that  this  state  had  taken 
first  rank,  with  1,611,271  acres  of  irri- 
gated land,  an  increase  of  80.9  per  cent 
over  the  acreage  irrigated  in  1889. 
California,  in  the  meantime,  had  shown 
an  increase  of  but  44  per  cent,  having 
a  total  irrigated  area  of  1,445,872  acres. 
In  1909  Colorado  still  ranked  first, 
with  2,792,032  acres  of  land  under  irri- 


gation,   and    California    second,    with 
2,664,104  acres. 

Completed  irrigation  enterprises  in 
this  state  at  present  are  capable  of 
watering  approximately  3,000,000  acres 
of  land,  and  the  total  amount  spent 
on  all  irrigation  enterprises  to  the  be- 
ginning of  1919  was  in  excess  of 
$60,000,000.  The  accompanying  table 
gives  important  irrigation  statistics 
as  compiled  by  the  United  States  cen- 
sus bureau  for  1909  and  1910: 

IRRIGATION  IN  1909 

Number   of   farms    irrigated 

in  1909    25,857 

Acreage   irrigated  in   1909..  2.792,032 

Acreage     enterprises     were 
capable    of    irrigating    in 

1910     3.990,166 

Acreage    included    in    proj- 
ects     5,917.457 

Main   ditches — number 8,405 

Length — miles 17,564 

Laterals — number 5,612 

Length — miles 5.0'06 

Reservoirs — number 1,084 

Capacity — acre-^feet    2,646,593 

Flowing  well« — number.  ...  313 

Pumped   wells — number....  121 

Pumping  plants — number..  .  206 

Cost    of    enterprises    up    to 

July  1.   1910 $56,636,443.00 

Average  cost  per  acre  enter- 
prises    were     capable     of 

irrigating  in  1910 $14.19 

Estimated      final       cost      of 

existing  enterprises $76,443,239.00 

In  1909  62.7  per  cent  of  the  area  cul- 
tivated in  Colorado  was  irrigated. 
Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  com- 
paratively small  increase  in  the  irri- 
gated acreage,  but  a  very  large  in- 
crease in  the  cultivated  acreage  of 
nonirrigated  land.  In  1918  the  irri- 
gated acreage  was  somewhat  less  than 
one-half  of  the  entire  acreage  culti- 
vated. In  1909  the  value  of  crops 
grown  on  irrigated  land  was  79.6  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  all  crops  grown 
in  the  state,  while  in  1918  it  was 
perhaps  less  than  60  per  cent. 

A  survey  of  the  various  irrigation 
projects  in  the  state  conducted  by  the 
immigration  department  early  in  1919 
revealed  the  fact  that  there  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  200,000  acres  of  land 
in  the  state  for  which  irrigation  water 
is  available,  but  which  for  various  rea- 
sons has  never  been  put  under  cultiva- 
tion. It  also  brought  out  the  fact  that 
something  more  than  l,500i,000  acres  of 
additional  land  could  be  irrigated 
through  the  completion  of  irrigation 
enterprises  that  are  already  under  con- 
struction. A  special  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  suggestion  of  the  Colo- 
rado   Council    of   Defense   in    1918    re- 
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ported  to  the  members  of  the  twenty- 
second  general  assembly  that  there 
was  special  need  for  some  sort  of  super- 
vision over  the  financial  affairs  of  many 
of  the  irrigation  districts  organized 
under  the  state  irrigation  laws.  As  a 
result  of  this  report  a  law  was  enacted 
providing  for  the  creation  of  a  commis- 
sion which  shall  co-operate  with  those 
financially  interested  in  the  various  irri- 
gation districts,  including  bondholders 
as  well  as  land  holders,  in  an  effort  to 
straighten  out  some  of  the  financial 
tangles  that  have  interfered  with  the 
completion  of  the  irrigation  systems 
undertaken  in  many  of  these  districts. 
This  commission  has  been  appointed 
and  during  1919  and  1920  will  make  an 
effort  to  bring  to  completion  many  of 
the  district  irrigation  enterprises  that 
have  been  held  back  in  their  work  on 
account  of  financial  troubles. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  it  pos- 
sible to  secure  comparative  statistics 
of  any  value  concerning  the  develop- 
ment of  irrigation  in  Colorado,  the 
laws  relating  to  the  administration  of 
the  public  waters  of  the  state  are  in 
need  of  material  amendment.  Under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands  the  state  en- 
gineer has  no  authority  by  which  he 
can  compel  the  commissioners  of  the 
various  districts  to  render  accurate 
reports  each  year  on  the  various 
phases  of  irrigation  development  which 
are  of  vital  interest  to  the  country. 

By  reason  of  that  condition  it  is  im- 
possible to  secure  from  the  biennial 
reports  of  the  state  engineer  any  au- 
thoritative comparative  data  by  which 
the  development  of  irrigation  may  be 
traced.  The  amount  of  irrigation  and 
storage  water  used  on  the  irrigable 
land  of  the  state  varies  materially 
from  year  to  year,  being  governed 
largely  by  precipitation  and  other  cli- 
matic conditions.  This  information, 
together  with  the  capacity  of  ditches 
and  reservoirs,  the  number  of  acres 
irrigated  and  the  number  of  miles  of 
main  and  lateral  ditches,  should  be 
prepared  each  year  by  the  commis- 
sioners and  submitted  to  the  state  en- 
gineer for  compilation. 

For  the  purpose  of  administering 
the  waters,  the  state  is  divided  Into 
five  divisions,  each  in  charge  of  a  di- 
vision engineer;  the  divisions  in  turn 
are  divided  into  districts,  of  which 
there  are  70  in  the  state,  each  in 
charge  of  a  water  commissioner.  The 
state  engineer  is  appointed  by  the 
governor;  the  division  engineers  are 
appointed  by  the  governor,  with  the 
approval  of  the  state  senate,  and  the 
water  commissioners  are  appointed  by 


the  governor  upon  recommendation  of 
the  county  commissioners  of  the  coun- 
ties included  in  each  district.  As  will 
readily  be  seen,  the  system  confers 
upon  the  state  engineer  no  authority 
which  he  can  enforce,  consequently 
the  comparative  records  in  the  office 
of  the  state  engineer  are  compara- 
tively of  less  value  than  they  would  be 
had  he  the  authority  to  require  accu- 
rate information  from  each  commis- 
sioner each  year. 

Reports  of  all  county  assessors  for 
1918  showed  a  total  of  2,144,617  acres 
of  irrigated  farm  land  in  the  state  and 
29,394  acres  of  orchards,  practically  all 
of  which  are  irrigated.  In  addition  to 
this  the  same  records  showed  242,626 
acres  of  natural  hay  land,  a  very  large 
percentage  of  which  is  irrigated.  These 
figures  include  approximately  all  the 
land  that  is  actually  being  cultivated 
under  irrigation,  though  not  all  for 
which  irrigation  water  is  available. 
Competent  authorities  estimate  that 
there  has  been  close  to  1,000,000  acres 
of  irrigated  land  in  the  state  so  dam- 
aged from  over-irrigation  combined 
with  lack  of  proper  drainage  that  it  is 
not  now  producing  to  anything  like  its 
former  capacity  and  much  of  it  is  not 
now  being  cultivated  at  all. 

FBODUCTION   OF   COAI.   AND   FETBO- 
I.EUM  IN  COI.OBADO 

Coal     Petroleum 

Year  Short  Tons  Barrels 

Previous  to  1882  2,348,966       

1882 1,061,479       

1S83 1,229,593       

J884 1,130.024       

1885 1.356,062       

1886 1.368,338       

1887 1.791.735  76,295 

1888 2,185,477  297,612 

1889 2,597,181  316,476 

1890' 3.077,003  368.842 

1891 3,512,632  665,482 

1892 3,510,830  824,000 

1893 4.102.389  594,390 

1894 2,831,409  515,746 

1895 3.082.982  438.232 

1896 3.112,402  361.450 

1897 3, 361, 703  384,934 

1898 4.076,347  444.383 

1899 4.776.224  390,278 

1900 5,244.364  317.385 

1901 5.700,015  460.520 

1902 7.401,343  396.901 

1903 7.423.602  483.925 

1904 6.658.355  501.763 

1905 8.826,429  376,238 

1906 10'.111,21S  327,582 

1907 10.790.236  331.851 

1908 9.634.973  379,653 

1909 10.716.936  310.861 

1910 11.973,736  239,794 

1911  10.157.383  226,926 

1912  10.977,824  206,052 

1913 9.232.510  188,799 

1911 8.170,559  222.773 

1915 8.624.980  208,475 

1916 10'.522,185  20'2.330 

1917 12.511.481  204.000 

1918 12.658.055  198.000 


Total: 


227,848.960       11.461.948 
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Agriculture 


BOR  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury following  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  the  mountains  west  of 
where  Denver  now  stands  Colorado 
was  known  to  the  industrial  world  al- 
most exclusively  through  its  metal 
mines.  It  was  a  leader  among  the 
states  in  the  production  of  gold  and 
silver,  but  its  agricultural  output  was 
almost  negligible.  The  eastern  part  of 
the  state  was  still  classed  as  desert 
land,  and  the  reclamation  of  the  river 
valleys  by  means  of  irrigation  had  not 
begun.  The  natural  result  is  that  Colo- 
rado is  still  best  known  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  as  a  mining  state,  though 
the  annual  value  of  the  output  of  its 
farms  today,  including  livestock,  poul- 
try and  dairy  products,  is  more  than 
four  times  that  of  its  mines  and  quar- 
ries. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  volume 
to  enter  into  any  extended  discussion 
of  the  development  of  agriculture  or  of 
any  other  industry  that  has  grown  up 
in  the  state.  A  few  figures  will  be 
given  from  census  reports,  however,  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  rapidity 
with  which  farming  developed  in  Colo- 
rado after  it  was  demonstrated  that  it 
could  be  carried  on  profitably.  The 
principal  crops  grown  in  the  state  on 
which  acreage  reports  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  census  bureau  each  dec- 
ade beginning  with  1879  are  corn,  oats, 
wheat,  barley,  hay,  forage  and  po- 
tatoes. The  following  table  shows  the 
acreage  devoted  to  these  crops  as  re- 
turned to  the  census  bureau  in  four 
census  reports: 

Year  Acres 

1879    211,936 

1889    8.59. 42*9 

1899    1,519.395 

1909 2,299,711 

From  this  tabulation  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  acreage  devoted  to  these  crops 
was  more  than  10'  times  as  great  in 
1909  as  it  was  in  1879.  In  1919  the 
acreage  devoted  to  the  same  crops  is 
approximately  3,350,000,  an  increase  of 
more  than  1,000,000  acres  in  ten  years 
and  an  increase  of  approximately  1,.500 
per  cent  in  40  years.  In  addition  to 
this  there  is  a  very  substantial  acreage 
devoted  to  field  peas,  orchards,  field 
beans,  melons,  seed  crops,  truck  crops 
and  various  other  crops  for  which  acre- 
age reports  have  not  been  kept  by  the 
census  bureau. 

Under  a  law  enacted  by  the  twenty- 
second  general  assembly  early  in  1919 
county  assessors  are  required   to  col- 


lect annually  for  the  state  immigration 
department  a  large  amount  of  informa- 
tion regarding  agricultural  operation, 
including  the  acreage  cultivated  to  all 
crops  each  year.  The  work  was  first 
undertaken  in  1919,  assessors  being 
furnished  blanks  for  obtaining  reports 
on  the  acreage  of  all  crops  planted  in 
for  the  1919  harvest.  These  blanks  are 
prepared  jointly  by  the  state  immigra- 
tion department,  the  Colorado  field 
agent  of  the  bureau  of  crop  estimates 
of  the  United  States  department  of 
agriculture  and  the  Colorado  Agricul- 
tural college.  All  county  assessors 
have  obtained  remarkably  complete  re- 
ports on  these  schedules,  considering 
the  short  time  available  for  prepara- 
tion, as  the  law  was  signed  less  than 
a  week  before  the  annual  property 
assessment  was  begun  and  it  requires 
that  all  agricultural  data  be  gathered 
v/hen  the  property  assessment  is  be- 
ing made. 

Tables  published  elsewhere  in  this 
volume  show  the  acreage  by  counties 
devoted  to  all  important  crops  grown 
in  the  state  in  1919,  as  returned  by  the 
several  county  assessors,  and  the  total 
acreage  in  cultivation  in  each  county. 
It  is  believed  that  this  information  will 
be  found  especially  valuable  to  all  in- 
terested in  the  production,  movement 
and  marketing  of  farm  products,  since 
it  has  never  before  been  available  ex- 
cept for  census  years.  The  law  above 
referred  to  requires  that  it  be  published 
annually  in  the  Colorado  Year  Book,  so 
that  a  permanent  record  of  agricultural 
data  will  eventually  be  established  in 
keeping  with  the  importance  of  the 
state's  principal  industry. 

The  same  law  referred  to  above  pro- 
vides for  co-operation  between  the 
state  immigration  department  and  the 
bureau  of  crop  estimates  of  the  United 
States  department  of  agriculture  in  col- 
lecting, compiling  and  publishing  in- 
formation relating  to  acreage,  condi- 
tion and  production  of  all  crops.  Under 
the  authority  thus  granted  the  immi- 
gration department  has  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  United  States  de- 
partment of  agriculture  specifying  the 
manner  in  which  this  work  shall  be 
done  and  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Colorado  Co-operative  Crop 
Reporting  Service,  which  publishes 
monthly  bulletins  showing  the  progress 
and  development  of  all  crops  from 
planting  time  to  harvest. 

Through  this  service  accurate  infor- 
mation will  be  available  showing  the 
production    of    all    crops    by   counties. 
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Such  information  is  not  available  for 
1918  and  will  not  be  available  for  1919 
until  late  in  the  year.  It  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Year  Book  for  1920  and 
annually  thereafter.  The  following 
table  gives  the  acreage  and  production 
of  the  principal  crops  for  1918  for  the 
state  as  a  whole,  as  reported  by  the 
bureau  of  crop  estimates: 

Crop                             Acreage  Production 

Hay,  tons 1,40'2.000  2.469,000 

Wheat,  bu 1,044.000  13,335,0'0'0 

Corn,  bu 527.000  11.067,000 

Rye,  bu 117.000  735,000 

Oats,  bu 192,000  6,336.000 

Barley,  bu 176,000  4.928.000 

Beans,   bu 252,000'  1.335,000 

Sug-ar  beets,  tons.  .  .     126.500  1,412,200 

Grain  sorghums,  bu.       92,000  1,748,000 

Potatoes,  bu 72.000  11,376,0'00 

Broom   corn,    tons..       30,000  5,200 

Apples,  bu 1,845,000 

Peaches,  bu 754.000 

Pears,    bu 194.000 

The  total  value  of  all  crops  grown  in 
Colorado  in  1918,  as  estimated  by  the 
bureau  of  crop  estimates,  was  $153,- 
639,000,  based  upon  prices  prevailing 
December  1.  By  way  of  comparison  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  census  bureau 
found  the  value  of  all  crops  grown  in 
the  state  in  1899  to  be  $16,970,588,  and 
in  1909,  $50,974,958. 

There  has  been  a  remarkably  rapid 
increase  in  the  value  of  farm  property 
in  Colorado  in  the  past  40  years,  as  well 
as  in  the  number  of  farms  and  the  acre- 
age of  land  in  farms.  The  acreage  of 
land  cultivated  has  increased  very  rap- 
idly in  this  period,  but  it  is  still  far 
below  the  available  area  that  can  be 
farmed.  In  the  agricultural  tables  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be 
given  figures  by  counties  showing  the 
acreage  of  privately-owned  land  capa- 
ble of  cultivation  that  has  not  yet  been 
broken,  as  reported  by  county  assess- 
ors. These  figures  are  too  low  in  many 
cases,  for  deputies  frequently  were  not 
so  careful  in  obtaining  this  information 
as  they  were  in  learning  the  acreage  in 
actual  cultivation.  Figures  will  also  be 
found  showing,  by  counties,  the  acre- 
age of  raw  land  first  planted  to  crops 
for  the  1919  harvest,  which  will  give 
some  idea  of  how  rapidly  the  agricul- 
tural acreage  is  Ijeing  increased. 
There  is  also  a  very  considerable  acre- 
age of  homestead  land  and  state  land 
capable  of  producing  crops  that  has 
never  been  put  in  cultivation. 

The  following  tabulations,  compiled 
from  the  census  reports  for  1S90,  1900 
and  1910,  and  from  the  records  of  the 


state  immigration  department  for 
1919',  show  how  rapid  the  increase  in 
farm  area  and  value  of  farm  property 
has  been: 

Number  of  farms:  1890,16,389;  1900, 
24,700;  1910,  46,170;  1919,  60,000. 

Land  in  farms,  acres:  1890,  4,598,941; 
1900,  9,474,588;  1910,  13,532,113;  1919, 
16,300,000. 

Average  size  of  farms,  acres:  1890, 
281;   1900,  384;   1910,  293;   1919,  275. 

Value  of  farm  property:  18^0,  $110,- 
358,040;  1900,  $161,045,101;  1910,  $491,- 
471,806;   1919,  $650,000,000. 

The  number  of  farms  in  1919  is  com- 
piled from  reports  made  to  the  state 
immigration  department  by  county  as- 
sessors, and  is  not  absolutely  accurate, 
since  some  estimates  were  necessary 
in  nearly  all  counties.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  number  is  correct  to 
within  less  than  five  per  cent.  The 
land  in  farms  includes  patented  land, 
homestead  land  and  some  leased  home- 
stead land  and  is  also  within  less  than 
five  per  cent  of  the  actual  farm  area. 
The  average  size  of  farms  has  been 
calculated  from  information  furnished 
by  county  assessors  and  is  very  nearly 
accurate.  There  has  been  a  general 
tendency  toward  larger  farms  in  most 
sections  of  the  state  since  1910.  Most 
of  the  homesteads  entered  since  that 
date  have  been  320-acre  tracts,  or 
larger,  since  the  grazing  homestead  act 
permits  the  entry  of  640  acres  and 
there  have  been  many  filings  under  this 
act  in  the  past  three  years.  Many  es- 
tablished farmers  also  have  purchased 
additional  land  and  added  it  to  their 
farms,  particularly  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state  and  in  the  fruitgrowing 
districts  of  the  western  slope  and  the 
upper  Arkansas  valley.  The  total  num- 
ber of  farms  in  Colorado  in  1870  was 
1,738,  with  an  area  of  320,346  acres, 
while  in  1880  there  were  4,506  farms, 
having  an  aggregate  area  of  1,165,373 
acres. 

Of  course  not  all  the  land  in  Colorado 
now  classed  as  farm  land  is  capable  of 
l)rofitable  cultivation.  Much  of  it  is 
being  used  exclusively  for  grazing  pur- 
poses and  will  never  be  of  value  for 
any  other  purpose.  There  is,  however, 
close  to  20,000,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
state  capable  of  being  farmed  success- 
fully, including  state  land  and  home- 
stead areas.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
ihe  greatest  area  ever  cultivated  in  the 
state,  being  that  in  crops  in  1919.  is 
less  than  5,00'0,O00  acres,  the  possibili- 
ties for  agricultural  development  are 
much  greater  than  most  Colorado  peo- 
ple realize. 
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Dairying 


y^  ^  HERE  has  been  very  rapid  de- 
/  O  velopment  in  the  dairying  in- 
^^^  dustry  in  Colorado  during  the 
past  decade,  but  the  output  of  dairy 
products  is  still  considerably  short  of 
consumption  and  there  is  excellent  op- 
portunity in  nearly  all  agricultural  dis- 
tricts for  further  development.  The 
following  tabulation,  compiled  under 
the  direction  of  the  state  dairy  com- 
missioner, shows  the  number  of  com- 
mercial establishments  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  dairying  industry  in 
the  state  at  the  beginning  of  1919: 


Creameries  making  butter 

Condenseries    

Cheese  factories 

Process  butter  factories.  . 

Oleomargarine  plant 

Ice  Cream  plants 

Cream  receiving  stations. 


68 


2 

1 

60 

340 


The  United  States  department  of  ag- 
riculture estimated  the  number  of 
dairy  cattle  in  Colorado  on  January  1, 
1919,  at  264,000,  as  compared  with 
254,000  for  1918,  237,000  for  1917  and 
219,000  for  1916.  The  census  bureau 
found  the  number  of  milch  cows  on 
farms  in  the  state  April  1,  1910,  to  be 
144,734.  The  number  of  milch  cows 
not  on  farms  at  that  time  was  11,772, 
making  a  total  for  the  state  of  156,506. 

The  latest  data  available  showing 
the  value  of  dairy  products  manufac- 
tured in  the  state  are  those  compiled 
by  the  state  dairy  commissioner  for 
the  year  ending  July  1,  1918.  The 
following  figures  are  taken  from  that 
report : 

Quantity         Value 
Butter,    pounds.  .  .13,530,8.58   $5,458,346.94 
Condensed  milk, 

cases    438,492     2,10'3,837.32 

Ice  cream,   gallons       972,905      1,089,653.60 
Cheese,   pounds...       429,387  86,111.31 


Total 


$8,737,949.17 


There  was  a  sharp  increase  in  the 
value  of  dairy  products  as  here  re- 
ported over  the  year  ending  July  1, 
1917.  the  total  value  of  the  items 
mentioned  above  in  that  year  being 
$6,366,976. 

No  record  of  the  amount  of  whole 
milk  sold  is  available,  and  as  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  milk  so  sold 
does  not  enter  into  the  manufacture 
of  any  of  the  products  mentioned 
above  the  total  value  of  the  state's 
dairy  business  can  not  be  calculated. 
From  the  figures  given  above  it  is  not 
difficult  to  see,  however,  that  the 
amount  of  dairy  products  manufac- 
tured in  the  state  is  not  sufficient  to 
supply  the  demands  of  a  population  of 
1,000,000  and  at  the  same  time  to  take 
care  of  the  needs  of  the  large  number 


of  tourist  visitors  that  come  to  Colo- 
rado annually. 

There  is  no  strictly  authentic  record 
available  showing  the  present  distri- 
bution of  dairy  cattle  by  counties.  The 
reports  of  the  various  county  asses- 
sors on  livestock  assessed,  published 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  show  but 
137,126  dairy  cattle  in  the  state  in 
1918,  as  compared  with  254,000  re- 
ported by  the  United  States  depart- 
ment of  agriculture.  In  this  report 
Weld  county  leads  in  the  number  of 
milch  cows,  with  Larimer  county  sec- 
ond, Elbert  county  third,  Logan  coun- 
ty fourth  and  Kit  Carson  county  fifth. 
In  a  general  way  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  most  rapid  development  in  the 
dairy  industry  during  the  past  decade 
has  been  in  the  nonirrigated  districts 
of  eastern  Colorado.  This  has  been 
largely  the  result  of  a  very  general 
change  in  farming  methods  in  these 
districts.  Forage  crops  are  now  being 
grown  extensively  and  nearly  all 
farmers  are  keeping  a  few  dairy  cattle 
to  consume  this  forage.  Few  sections 
of  the  country  have  shown  a  more 
rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  silos 
during  the  last  five  years  than  eastern 
Colorado,  and  they  are  being  built 
rather  rapidly  in  all  sections  of  the 
state,  principally  to  preserve  winter 
feed  for  dairy  cattle.  The  state  dairy 
commission  estimates  the  number  of 
silos  in  the  state  at  2,500.  During  the 
past  year  the  increase  has  been  much 
less  rapid  than  it  would  have  been 
normally,  because  of  the  high  cost  of 
construction  and  the  difficulties  in  ob- 
taining necessary  materials.  It  is  gen- 
erally conceded  that  no  branch  of  ag- 
riculture offers  better  opportunities  in 
this  state  than  dairy  farming. 

The  following  figures,  taken  from 
the  reports  of  county  assessors  before 
referred  to,  are  given  here,  not  be- 
cause they  show  accurately  the  num- 
ber of  dair>'  cattle  now  on  hand  in 
the  leading  dairying  counties,  but  as 
an  indication  of  where  the  industry  is 
most  extensively  developed: 

Number  of 

County  Dairy  Cows  Value 

Weld    12.894  $869,980 

Larimer    5,765  417,180 

Elbert    5,703  376,600 

Logan    5,458  385,545 

Kit   Carson 5,353  321,180 

Morgan 5.314  343,420 

Boulder    ...      5,050  348,990 

El    Paso 4,821  295,590 

Douglas    4,587  320.115 

Mesa    4,579  319,980 

Adams    4.199  318,820 

Otero    4,118  290,640 

Jefferson    4,106  296,015 

Arapahoe    4,0'25  276,370 

Pueblo    3,921  287,017 
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Livestock 


'TOCKRAISING  is,  next  to  min- 
ing, Colorado's  oldest  industry. 
In  the  territorial  days,  when 
perhaps  not  one  person  in  one  hundred 
who  knew  anything  about  Colorado 
had  any  confidence  in  its  agricultural 
possibilities,  the  stockmen  already 
were  establishing  themselves  on  the 
free  range  and  were  pasturing  thou- 
sands of  cattle  and  sheep  on  the 
rich  native  meadows  of  the  moun- 
tain parks  and  the  more  favored 
lowlands.  Almost  the  entire  state 
was  open  range  then  and  cattle  and 
sheep  were  pastured  at  very  small  ex- 
pense during  the  summer  and  shipped 
east  to  be  finished  for  the  packers' 
markets.  At  first  stockraising  was 
confined  largely  to  the  mountain  val- 
leys and  the  lowlands  near  the  foot- 
hills, but  gradually  the  herds  overran 
the  plains  of  eastern  Colorado,  where 
government  land  was  abundant  and 
there  was  almost  no  farming. 

In  the  late  70's  and  early  80's  home- 
steaders began  to  take  up  the  free 
range  and  to  restrict  somewhat  the 
activities  of  the  stockmen.  There  was 
really  plenty  of  land  for  all,  however, 
and  open  range  stockraising  continued 
to  thrive  in  all  parts  of  the  state  until 
far  into  the  90's.  Since  that  time  the 
settlement  of  the  farming  lands  has 
been  very  rapid  and  at  the  present 
time  open  range  pasture  is  confined 
largely  to  the  national  forests  and  to 
government  land  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  state.  Range  regulations 
within  the  national  forest  are  strict 
and  are  carefully  enforced,  while  the 
remaining  homestead  land  is  being 
filed  upon  so  rapidly  under  the  graz- 
ing homestead  act  that  free  govern- 
ment range  will  become  obsolete  in 
Colorado  within  a  very  few  years. 

But  the  passing  of  the  range  has 
proved  a  blessing  to  the  stockraising 
industry  in  this  state.  While  it  has 
greatly  diminished  the  number  of 
stock  cattle  marketed  it  has  made 
Colorado  one  of  the  leading  states  In 
the  production  of  high-grade  fat  cattle, 
hogs  and  lambs.  The  production  of 
feeder  stock  has  given  i)lace  largely  to 
a  more  intensive  industry,  that  of  pro- 
ducing finished  animals  of  the  best 
grades,  ready  for  selling  to  the  pack- 
ers at  the  highest  market  price.  There 
has  also  been  a  very  substantial  de- 
veloi)ment  of  the  dairying  industry  in 
the  past  two  decades.  In  1910  74.1 
per  cent  of  the  farms  in  the  state  re- 
ported cattle  of  some  kind  and  70.7 
per  cent  of  them  reported  dairy  cattle. 


Perhaps  90  per  cent  of  the  farms  in  the 
state  today  have  some  cattle  on  them, 
and  most  of  those  which  have  no  cat- 
tle belong  to  homesteaders  who  have 
not  yet  found  the  means  to  stock  them. 
A  table  published  elsewhere  in  this 
volume  gives  the  number  of  domestic 
animals  of  all  kinds  in  the  state,  as  re- 
ported to  the  county  assessors.  These 
figures  are  considerably  below  the 
actual  number  of  domestic  animals  in 
the  state,  but  they  are  of  great  value  in 
showing  the  distribution  of  these  ani- 
mals by  counties.  The  following  tabu- 
lation, taken  from  reports  published  by 
the  United  States  department  of  agri- 
culture, shows  the  number  of  domestic 
animals  in  the  state  on  January  1, 
1919,  and  January  1,  1918: 

1919  1918 

Horses     419,000'  399,000 

Mules 31,00'0  30,000 

Milch   cows    ..# 264,0'0'0  254.000 

Other    cattle    l,361,0'0'O  1,272,000 

Sheep 2,303,000  2.350',0'00 

Hogs 406,000  387,000 

The  census  bureau  found  the  value 
of  all  domestic  animals  sold  in  the 
state  in  1909  to  be  $22,453,959.  The 
value  of  those  slaughtered  on  farms 
was  placed  at  $1,754,216,  making  a 
total  value  of  $24,208,175.  This  figure 
includes  horses  and  mules  sold,  as 
well  as  food  animals.  Although  no 
accurate  data  are  available  showing  the 
value  of  domestic  animals  sold  and 
slaughtered  in  1918',  estimates  have 
placed  it  close  to  $125,000>,000,  or  about 
400  per  cent  greater  than  for  1909. 
While  this  increase  is  due  partly  to  in- 
creased prices  for  food  animals  as  well 
as  for  horses  and  mules,  the  greater 
part  of  it  results  from  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  animals  pro- 
duced and  a  very  pronounced  improve- 
ment in  the  quality  of  the  stock 
marketed. 

Detailed  information  regarding  the 
localities  where  various  branches  of 
the  livestock  industry  are  being  most 
extensively  followed  in  Colorado  is 
found  in  that  portion  of  the  volume 
dealing  with  the  activities  and  re- 
sources of  the  respective  counties.  In 
a  general  way  it  may  be  stated  here 
that  very  large  numbers  of  feeder  cat- 
tle still  are  i)roduced  on  the  excel- 
lent grazing  lands  in  the  national  for- 
ests, in  the  mountain  park  districts 
and  on  the  open  range  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  state,  while  stock- 
feeding  is  most  extensively  developed 
in  the  irrigated  districts  of  the  South 
Platte  watershed,  the  Arkansas  valley, 
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the  San  Luis  valley,  the  western  slope 
and  southwest  Colorado.  Sheep  are 
still  kept  in  large  numbers  for  shear- 
ing, principally  in  southern  Colorado, 
while  lambs  are  fattened  for  market 
principally  in  the  South  Platte  valley, 
the  Arkansas  valley  and  the  San  Luis 
valley.  The  total  wool  clip  for  1918 
was  estimated  by  the  United  States 
department  of  agriculture  at  9,261,000 
pounds,  Colorado  ranking  eleventh 
among  the  states  in  wool  production. 
The  following  table  shows  the  rank  of 
the  state  in  the  number  of  domestic 
animals  on  farms  January  1,  1919: 

Rank 

Horses 20 

Mules 20 

Milch  cows    29 

Other  cattle 12 

Sheep 10 

Hogs    29 

Colorado     undoubtedly     ranks     con- 
siderably higher  in  the  value  of  live- 


stock and  livestock  products  marketed 
annually  than  these  figures  would  in- 
dicate. It  is  difficult  to  obtain  any- 
thing like  accurate  data  showing  actual 
returns  from  the  sale  of  livestock  and 
livestock  products,  there  being  no  state 
department  and  no  single  commercial 
or  shipping  organization  which  gathers 
all  the  information.  The  act  passed  by 
the  twenty-second  general  assembly 
giving  the  state  board  of  immigration 
authority  to  demand  this  information 
from  those  having  it  in  their  possession 
and  providing  a  penalty  for  failure  to 
supply  such  information  when  it  is 
properly  requested  will  eventually 
make  it  possible  for  the  immigration 
department  to  collect  these  statistics 
annually.  At  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, the  funds  available  for  the  use  of 
the  department  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expense  of  gathering  and 
tabulating  them,  in  addition  to  the 
other  duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the 
board. 


Poultryraising 


CLIMATIC  conditions  are  espe- 
cially favorable  for  poultry- 
raising  in  Colorado.  Compara- 
tively little  rain  and  an  abundance  of 
sunshine  make  it  possible  for  fowls 
to  spend  much  of  the  time  out  of  doors, 
with  the  result  that  disease  is  less 
prevalent  than  in  most  sections  of  the 
country  and  young  fowls  make  quick 
and  vigorous  growth.  Since  Colorado 
is  a  comparatively  new  state,  however, 
the  poultry  industry  is  not  yet  exten- 
sively developed,  and  offers  excep- 
tional opportunities  for  good  profits  in 
nearly  all  sections  of  the  state  except 
the  mountain  counties,  where  the  cli- 
mate is  too  severe.  In  1909,  when  the 
latest  detailed  survey  of  the  poultry 
industry  for  the  entire  country  was 
made  by  the  census  bureau,  Colorado 
ranked  thirty-third  in  the  number  of 
fowls  of  all  kinds  reported,  with 
2,149,556,  valued  at  $1,106,197.  Of  the 
46,170  farms  in  the  state  at  that  time 
34,491  reported  fowls  of  some  kind  on 
hand,  and  by  far  the  largest  part  of 
fowls  reported  were  found  on  farms. 
At  that  time  the  leading  poultryrais- 
ing counties,  with  the  number  of  fowls 
reported  in  each,  were  as  follows: 

Weld 181.0'96 

Larimer 91,048 

Yuma   82,146 

Jefferson    73,026 

Boulder 68,242 

•Otero    66,267 

Mesa   60,673 

♦Included  Crowley  county  at  that  time. 


The  fowls  reported  at  that  time  were 
not  segregated  as  to  kind,  but  chick- 
ens were  raised  then  and  are  still 
raised  far  more  extensively  than  any 
other  kind.  The  number  of  eggs  re- 
ported in  1909  was  10,652,000  dozen, 
valued  at  $2,444,000. 

The  poultryraising  industry  has  de- 
veloped very  rapidly  in  this  state  since 
1909,  though  authentic  data  are  not 
available  regarding  the  output  by 
counties.  Elsewhere  in  this  volume 
will  be  found  reports  by  county  as- 
sessors of  the  number  of  poultry  as- 
sessed in  the  various  counties  in  1918 
and  the  number  of  hens  on  farms  when 
assessments  were  made  in  1919.  The 
assessment  figures  are  evidently  far 
below  the  actual  number  of  poultry  in 
the  state  and  the  figures  showing  the 
number  of  hens  on  farms  this  year  are 
undoubtedly  20  per  cent  below  the 
actual  number.  They  are  of  much 
value,  however,  as  showing  the  com- 
parative importance  of  the  poultry  in- 
dustry by  counties,  but  are  not  entire- 
ly reliable  in  this  respect,  as  the  re- 
ports for  some  counties  are  far  more 
nearly  complete  than  for  others.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  number  of 
domestic  fowls  of  all  kinds  on  farms  at 
this  time  is  in  excess  of  5,000,000  and 
that  the  value  of  poultry  and  eggs  mar- 
keted in  1918  was  approximately  $7,- 
000,000,  or  perhaps  more.  Well  in- 
formed poultry  dealers  estimate  that  at 
least  $5,000,000  worth  of  poultry  and 
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eggs   still  are  brought   into  the   state 
annually  to  supply  the  local  demand. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  above 
referred  to  that  most  of  the  poultry  in 
Colorado  is  raised  in  the  important  ag- 
ricultural counties.  Poultryraising  as 
a  separate  industry  has  not  been  de- 
veloped extensively,  though  it  is  fol- 
lowed to  some  extent  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Denver,  Colorado  Springs  and 
Pueblo.   In  all  the  counties  of  the  non- 


irrigated  section  of  eastern  Colorado 
poultryraising  is  developing  very 
rapidly  in  connection  with  farming.  In 
all  the  irrigated  districts  considerable 
poultry  has  been  raised  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  within  the  past  four  or 
five  years  the  poultry  industry  has 
made  rapid  advances  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  state,  where  for- 
merly cattleraising  was  about  the  only 
industry  followed. 


Horticulture 


rOIL  and  climatic  conditions  in 
certain  sections  of  Colorado 
are  especially  suited  for  the 
production  of  nearly  all  orchard  and 
small  fruits  adapted  to  this  latitude. 
In  1917  the  Centennial  state  ranked 
twenty-first  among  the  states  in  the 
production  of  apples,  eighth  in  the  pro- 
duction of  peaches  and  twelfth  in  the 
production  of  pears.  Other  fruits 
grown  rather  extensively  are  cherries, 
plums,  apricots,  grapes,  strawberries, 
blackberries,  raspberries,  loganber- 
ries, gooseberries  and  currants. 

While  Colorado  does  not  yet  rank 
among  the  leaders  in  the  amount  of 
fruit  produced  annually,  for  the  reason 
that  the  fruitgrowing  districts  are  of 
restricted  area,  it  is  among  the  first  in 
the  production  of  high-grade  fruits, 
which  always  command  the  best  mar- 
ket i)rice.  High  altitude,  an  abundance 
of  sunshine,  cool  nights  and  water  for 
irrigation  just  when  it  is  needed  are 
the  principal  conditions  that  unite  to 
make  Colorado  fruit  of  the  highest 
quality  in  form,  color  and  flavor.  The 
following  table  shows  approximately 
the  amount  of  fruit  produced  in  the 
state  in  1918  and  its  market  value: 

Kind                               Quantity  Value 

Apples,    bu 1.845,000  $3,12f5,5nn 

Peaches,    bu 754,000'  1.508,000 

Pears,    bu 194,000  291,000 

rherries.    crates 115,000  235.000 

Other    fruits 1.100,000 

Total    $6,260,500 

The  most  imi)ortant  fruitgrowing 
districts  are  the  western  slope,  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Grand  and  Gunnison 
rivers  and  tributary  streams,  compris- 
ing parts  of  Garfield,  Mesa,  Delta  and 
Montrose  counties;  the  Canon  City 
district,  comprising  a  part  of  Fremont 
county;  the  Arkansas  valley,  comi)ris- 
in«  parts  of  Crowley,  Otero,  T'uoblo, 
Bent  and  Throwers  counties;  south- 
western Colorado,  comprising  i)arts  of 
La  T*lata  and  Montezuma  counties,  and 
comparatively  small  areas  near  the 
foothills  along  the  eastern  side  of  the 


mountains.  The  western  slope  area 
ranks  first  in  importance  from  the 
standpoint  of  production,  with  the 
Canon  City  district  second.  Apples 
and  peaches  are  the  principal  fruit 
crops  in  the  Grand  valley  and  in  the 
valleys  of  tributary  streams,  though 
practically  all  fruits  grown  in  the  state 
are  produced  here.  This  district  pro- 
duces nearly  all  the  commercial  peach 
crop  of  the  state  and  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  apple  crop.  Southwest 
Colorado  produces  as  fine  a  variety  of 
all  kinds  of  fruit  as  is  grown  in  any 
part  of  the  state,  but  lack  of  ade- 
quate transportation  facilities  has  re- 
tarded development  of  the  fruitgrow- 
ing industry  in  this  district.  In  the 
Canon  City  district  the  principal  crop 
is  apples,  with  a  considerable  produc- 
tion of  cherries  and  small  fruits.  Some 
apples,  cherries  and  small  fruits  are 
grown  in  the  Arkansas  valley,  espe- 
cially in  Crowley  and  Otero  counties, 
and  cherries  are  grown  rather  exten- 
sively in  several  of  the  counties  just 
east  of  the  mountains.  Apples  have 
been  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
this  same  area  for  a  good  many  years, 
but  the  yield  is  not  so  dependable  as 
on  the  western  slope  and  the  quality 
of  the  fruit  is  not  so  high.  In  the 
irrigated  district  immediately  north  of 
Denver,  including  parts  of  Boulder, 
Adams,  Larimer  and  Weld  counties, 
berries  and  other  small  fruits  are 
grown  successfully  and  always  find  a 
good  market  in  Denver.  Routt  county 
is  especially  famous  for  its  straw- 
berries, which  come  into  market  late 
in  the  summer,  after  the  berries  from 
most  other  districts  are  gone,  and  for 
that  reason  command  exceptionally 
high  prices. 

Accurate  statistics  showing  the  fruit 
production  by  counties  are  not  avail- 
able at  this  time.  In  1909,  when  the 
census  bureau  found  the  total  produc- 
tion of  api)les  in  the  state  to  be  8,5o9,- 
094  bushels,  Mesa  county  was  the 
leader,    with    980,273    bushels.      Other 
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leading  counties  in  their  order  were: 
Delta,  727,122  bushels;  Fremont,  403,- 
242  bushels;  Montrose,  264,769  bush- 
els; Jefferson,  207,796  bushels;  Lari- 
mer, 196,742  bushels;  Otero  (including 
•  Crowley),  177,595  bushels;  Boulder, 
148,286  bushels;  Garfield,  131,953  bush- 
els, and  Pueblo,  51,176  bushels.  The 
production  of  peaches  that  year  was 
found  to  be  692,258  bushels,  of  which 
Delta  county  produced  more  than  one- 
half,  or  351,865  bushels.  Other  lead- 
ing peach-producing  counties  that  year 
were:  Mesa,  286,992  bushels;  Mont- 
rose, 25,065  bushels,  and  Garfield, 
19,497  bushels.  There  has  been  com- 
paratively little  change  in  the  relative 
importance  of  the  various  counties  as 
fruit  producers  since  1909,  and  but 
little  increase  in  the  acreage  devoted 
to  orchard  and  other  fruits.  The  1909 
apple  crop  was  one  of  the  largest  ever 


produced  in  the  state, 
crop    was    considerably 
grown  in  1917,  though  larl 
1918  crop. 

Some  attention  has  been  paid  in  the 
past  few  years  to  the  growing  of  or- 
chards in  the  nonirrigated  districts  of 
eastern  Colorado,  and  a  few  small 
trees  of  hardy  varieties  are  being 
grown  on  many  of  the  farms.  In  the 
irrigated  sections  of  eastern  Colorado 
apples  and  some  other  tree  fruits  are 
grown  successfully.  Late  spring  frosts 
frequently  damage  fruit  in  all  sections 
of  the  state,  but  the  organization  of 
community  forces  in  the  principal 
fruit-producing  districts  to  heat  or- 
chards with  specially  devised  heaters 
on  nights  when  the  temperature  falls 
below  the  frost  point  has  in  a  large 
measure  eliminated  the  danger  of  loss 
from  this  source. 


Bee  Keeping 


XN  1910  Colorado  ranked  twenty- 
third  among  the  states  in  the 
number  of  colonies  of  bees  re- 
ported to  the  census  bureau,  which 
was  the  same  rank  it  held  in  190O. 
Since  that  time  there  has  been  a 
very  substantial  increase,  both  in  the 
number  of  colonies  in  the  state  and  in 
the  average  amount  of  honey  produced 
annually  per  stand,  so  that  Colorado 
undoubtedly  ranks  considerably  higher 
as  a  honey  producing  state  than  it  did 
in   1910. 

The  number  of  colonies  of  bees  re- 
ported to  the  census  bureau  in  1910 
was  71,434.  The  aggregate  production 
the  previous  year,  as  reported  to  the 
same  board,  was  2,306.492  pounds  pf 
honey,  or  a  little  less  than  36  pounds 
for  each  stand  of  bees  reporting 
honey.  Although  there  was  practically 
the  same  number  of  stands  of  bees  in 
the  state  in  1909  as  in  1910,  only 
64,358  stands  were  reported  as  yield- 
ing honey  in  1909. 

There  has  been  no  collection  of  ac- 
curate statistics  on  the  progress  of 
bee  keeping  and  honey  production  in 
Colorado  since  the  last  decennial  cen- 
sus. The  county  assessors  report  an- 
nually a  considerable  number  of 
stands  of  bees  assessed,  but  this  num- 
ber is  always  very  much  short  of  the 
actual  number  in  the  state.  Exrert 
authorities  who  have  kept  in  close 
touch  with  the  development  of  the  in- 
dustry in  the  past  decade  estimate  the 
number  of  stands  of  bees  in  Colorado 
at  the  present  time  all  the  way  from 
125,000  to  150,000,  which  means  an  in- 
crease  of  at   least   75   per  cent  since 


1910.  The  bureau  of  estimates  of  the 
United  States  department  of  agricul-. 
ture  placed  the  average  production  per 
stand  at  about  57  pounds  for  1918,  as 
compared  with  about  42.4  for  the  coun- 
try at  large.  This  would  account  for 
a  production  of  not  less  than  7,125,000 
pounds  of  honey  in  the  state  last  year, 
which  with  a  small  additional  produc- 
tion of  wax,  was  worth,  at  prevailing 
prices,  approximately  $1,350,000.  Per- 
haps half  this  amount  was  derived  by 
bee  keepers  from  the  sale  of  honey 
and  wax,  the  remainder  of  the  produc- 
tion being  consumed  by  producers. 
Those  who  are  keeping  in  close  touch 
with  the  development  of  the  industry 
are  convinced  that  this  development 
will  be  much  more  rapid  in  the  com- 
ing decade  than  it  has  been  since  the 
1910  census.  There  is  also  a  rapid 
increase  noticeable  in  the  production 
of  honey  per  stand  of  bees,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  bees  are  passing  more 
and  more  each  year  into  the  hands  of 
commercial  producers,  who  frequently 
obtain  from  50  to  100  pounds  of  honey 
annually  from  a  single  bee  colony. 

The  bee  keeping  industry  is  confined 
largely  to  the  principal  alfalfa-pro- 
ducing and  fruit-growing  districts  of 
the  state,  where  the  bees  find  an 
abundance  of  honey-bearing  blossoms 
from  which  to  harvest  their  crop.  The 
statistics  furnished  by  reports  of 
county  assessors  on  the  number  of 
colonies  of  bees  in  the  various  coun- 
ties are  published  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  While  they  are  of  compara- 
tively little  value  as  showing  the 
actual   number   of   colonies,    they   are 
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of  much  value  in  showing  the  distri- 
bution. The  following  figures,  taken 
from  the  assessors'  reports,  show  the 
relative  importance  of  the  leading 
honey-producing  counties: 

County  Stands  of  Bees 

Otero    4,586 

Montrose     4,460 

Delta    4,254 

Garfield    3,964 

Mesa    3,593 

Boulder    3,188 

Weld    2.898 

Jefferson     2,736 

Larimer    2.563 

Prowers    2,121 

Crowley     2,043 


Logan    1.860 

La    Plata 1,324 

The  total  number  of  stands  of  bees 
assessed  for  1918  was  44,404,  but,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  before,  this  is  far  be- 
low the  actual  number  in  the  state. 
During  1918  more  than  60  cars  of 
honey  was  shipped  out  of  the  state  in 
straight  carload  lots  and  a  large 
amount  was  shipped  in  less  than  car- 
load lots.  The  home  consumption  was 
heavy,  due  partly  to  a  shortage  of 
sugar.  The  outlook  for  the  1919  honey 
production  is  exceptionally  good, 
though  there  was  a  considerable  loss 
of  bees  in  some  sections  during  the 
past  winter. 


Mineral  Resources 


Do  state  except  California  has  so 
wide  a  variety  of  mineral  re- 
sources as  Colorado.  Nearly 
every  useful  mineral  produced  in  the 
United  States  is  found  in  the  Centen- 
nial state  and  most  of  them  have  been 
mined  to  some  extent.  About  250  use- 
ful metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals 
and  compounds  have  been  reported  in 
the  state,  and  undoubtedly  numerous 
others  are  yet  to  be  found.  The  ex- 
treme irregularity  of  the  state's  sur- 
face and  the  wide  range  of  geological 
formations  exposed  for  examination 
j)resent  excellent  opportunities  for  the 
production  of  valuable  minerals. 

METALS 

Mining  is  Colorado's  oldest  industry. 
Gold  was  the  first  metal  produced  and 
has  surpassed  all  others  in  the  total 
value  of  its  output.  The  first  impor- 
tant discovery  of  gold  was  made  in  the 
summer  of  1858,  and  since  that  time 
the  value  of  the  state's  gold  output 
has  been  approximately  $656,000,000. 
The  production  of  silver  began  soon 
after  that  of  gold  and  the  white  metal 
ranks  second,  the  total  value  of  the 
state's  output  to  date  being  approxi- 
mately $473,000,000.  At  the  present 
time  zinc  ranks  second  in  the  annual 
value  of  its  output,  only  a  little  way 
behind  gold.  The  zinc  production,  on 
a  commercial  scale,  did  not  begin,  how- 
ever, until  1902.  Coi)per  has  been  pro- 
duced steadily  since  1870  and  lead  since 
1872.  The  total  value  of  gold,  silver, 
lead,  copper  and  zinc  marketed  in 
Colorado  to  the  beginning  of  1919  is 
approximately  $1 ,420,000,000. 

While  these  are  the  principal  metals 
being  produced  in  Colorado,  almost 
every  useful  metal  found  in  the 
United   States   exists  here.     Tungsten 


has  been  produced  commercially  since 
1904,  and  uranium,  vanadium  and  ra- 
dium have  been  produced  since  1906. 
Colorado  ranks  first  in  the  production 
of  these  metals.  Molybdenum  is  also 
being  produced  in  considerable  quan- 
tities at  the  present  time  and  promises 
soon  to  take  an  important  place  in  the 
statistics  of  the  state's  metal  output. 
The  following  table  shows  Colorado's 
rank  among  the  states  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  principal  metals,  in  1918: 

Metal  Output  Rank 

Tungsten    $   1.833,600  1 

Radium   metals $   T.SOO.OOO  1 

Gold    $12,944,600  2 

Lead   (pounds) 64.282.841  2 

Zinc   (pounds) 88.641.748  5 

Silver  (ounces) 7.071,768  5 

Copper  (pounds) 6,423,919  10 

The  production  of  metals  in  Colo- 
rado is  confined  largely  to  the  moun- 
tainous counties  in  the  central  and 
western  parts  of  the  state.  The  metals 
occur  usually  in  compound  ores  found 
in  well-defined  veins  or  lodes.  Up  to 
the  present  time  approximately  thirty 
metals  have  been  produced.  The  most 
important  of  these,  in  the  order  of 
their  annual  output  at  the  present  time, 
are  gold,  zinc,  silver,  lead  and  copper. 

Free  gold  is  found  in  numerous  wide- 
ly separated  districts  and  has  been 
mined  in  the  following  counties:  Chaf- 
fee, Clear  Creek,  Costilla,  Eagle,  Jef- 
ferson, Moffat,  Park,  Routt.  San  Miguel 
and  Summit.  Free  gold  is  the  princi- 
pal output  of  the  placer  mines,  and 
Summit  county  has  led  all  other  coun- 
ties in  the  state  for  fifty  years  in  the 
output  of  its  i)]acer  mines.  There  is 
a  wide  variety  in  the  gold  ores  found 
in  Colorado.  Among  the  compound 
ores  from  which  gold  is  obtained  are 
amalgam,  calaverite,  petzite  and  syl- 
vanite. 
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Zinc  is  the  predominant  metal  in 
many  of  the  ores  which  carry  gold. 
The  principal  compound  ores  carrying 
zinc  are  auricalcite,  calamine,  calco- 
phanite,  hetaerolite,  hydrozincite,  nich- 
olsonite,  smithsonite  and  sphalerite. 

Silver  is  found  very  commonly  asso- 
ciated with  both  zinc  and  gold  as  well 
as  with  lead.  Native  silver  has  been 
mined  in  the  following  counties:  Boul- 
der, Clear  Creek,  Dolores,  Gunnison, 
Hinsdale,  Lake,  La  Plata,  Montrose, 
Pitkin  and  Teller.  The  principal  com- 
pound ores  in  which  silver  is  found  are 
acanthite,  amalgam,  calaverite,  cerar- 
gyrite,  embolite,  empressite,  hessite, 
krennerite,  pearceite,  petzite,  polyba- 
site,  proustite,  pyrargyrite,  stephanite, 
stromeyerite  and  sylvanite. 

Lead  is  perhaps  more  widely  distrib- 
uted than  any  other  metal  found  in  the 
state  and  is  often  associated  with 
both  gold  and  silver.  The  principal 
compound  ores  from  which  lead  is  pro- 
duced are  altaite,  anglesite,  cerusite, 
cosalite,  galena,  massicot,  mimetite, 
minium,  plumbojarsite  and  pyromor- 
phite. 

Copper  is  very  widely  distributed, 
but  usually  occurs  in  comparatively 
small  quantities.  Native  copper  has 
been  reported  in  the  following  coun- 
ties: Dolores,  Jefferson,  Mesa,  Mont- 
rose, Park  and  Routt.  The  principal 
compound  ores  containing  copper  are 
azurite,  bornite,  brochantite,  chalcam- 
thite,  chalcocite,  chalcopyrite,  chrysco- 
colota,  covellite,  cuprite,  enargite, 
malachite,  melaconite,  stromeyerite, 
tennantite  and  tetrahedrite. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  the 
principal  metals  found  in  Colorado  and 
the  counties  in  which  they  occur: 

Aluminum  (alunite,  bauxite,  cryolite)  — 
Chaffee.  Conejos,  Custer,  El  Paso,  Fre- 
mont, Gunnison,  Hinsdale,  Lake,  Mineral, 
Ouray,  Rio  Grande,  Saguache. 

Antimony  (bournonite,  polybasite,  stib- 
nite) — Boulder.  Clear  Creek,  Dolores, 
Grand,  Gunnison,  Ouray,  Pitkin,  San 
Juan.  San  Miguel,  Teller. 

Arsenic  (arsenopyrite) — Gilpin,  Gun- 
nison, Pitkin,  San  Juan,  San  Miguel. 

Barium  (barite) — Boulder,  Mineral, 
Pitkin,  San  Miguel. 

Bismuth  (beegerite,  bismuthinite,  bis- 
mutite,  cosalite,  tetradymite) — Boulder, 
Chaffee,  Fremont,  Grand,  Gunnison,  Jef- 
ferson, Lake,  La  Plata,  Larimer,  Monte- 
zuma, Ouray,  Park,  San  Miguel. 

Cadmium  (greenockite) — Lake. 

Cerium  (allanite,  gadolinite,  monazite) 
— Boulder,  Chaffee,  Costilla,  Douglas, 
Routt.  Washington. 

Cobalt  (erythrite,  smaltite) — Gunnison. 

Copper  —  Archuleta,  Baca,  Boulder, 
Chaffee,  Clear  Creek.  Conejos.  Custer, 
Dolores,  Eagle,  Fremont.  Garfield,  Gil- 
pin, Grand,  Gunnison,  Hinsdale,  Huer- 
fano, Jackson,  Jefferson.  Lake.  La  Plata, 
Larimer.  Mesa.  Mineral.  Moffat.  Monte- 
zuma. Montrose,  Ouray,  Park,  Pitkin.  Rio 


Grande,  Routt,  Saguache,  San  Juan,  San 
Miguel.  Summit,  Teller. 

Gold  —  Archuleta,  Boulder,  Chaffee, 
Clear  Creek,  Conejos,  Costilla,  Custer, 
Dolores,  Douglas,  Eagle,  Fremont,  Gar- 
field, Gilpin,  Grand,  Gunnison,  Hinsdale. 
Huerfano,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Lake,  La 
Plata,  Mineral,  Moffat,  Montezuma, 
Montrose,  Ouray,  Park,  Pitkin,  Rio 
Grande,  Routt,  Saguache,  San  Juan,  San 
Miguel,  Summit,  Teller. 

Hellarite — Mesa,  Montezuma. 

Iron  (brown  iron  ore,  hematite,  mag- 
netite, marcaslte,  pyrite,  pyrrhotite,  sid- 
erite) — Chaffee,  Costilla,  Dolores,  Fre- 
mont, Gunnison,  Hinsdale,  Jefferson, 
Lake,  Ouray,  Pitkin,  Routt,  Saguache, 
San  Juan,  San  Miguel,  Summit,  Teller. 

Pyrite  is  found  in  nearly  every  metal 
producing  county  in  the  state. 

Lead  —  Archuleta,  Boulder,  Chaffee, 
Clear  Creek,  Custer,  Dolores,  Eagle, 
Fremont,  Gilpin,  Gunnison,  Hinsdale, 
Lake,  La  Plata,  Mineral,  Montezuma, 
Ouray,  Park,  Pitkin,  Routt.  Saguache, 
San  Juan.  San  Miguel,  Summit,  Teller. 

Iiithium  (amblygonite) — Fremont. 

Mang'anese  (alabandite,  chalcophanite, 
psilomelane,  pyrolusite,  rhodochrosite)  — 
Boulder,  Chaffee,  Custer,  Dolores,  Eagle, 
Gunnison,  Hinsdale,  Lake,  Park,  Sa- 
guache, San  Juan.  Summit. 

Mercury  (amalgam,  cinnabar,  quick- 
silver)— Boulder,  La  Plata. 

Molybdenum  (molybdenite) — Boulder, 
Chaffee.  Clear  Creek,  Grand,  Gunnison, 
San  Juan,  Summit,  Teller. 

Nickel  (annabergite,  niccolite) — Custer, 
Fremont,    Gunnison, 

Platinum — Clear  Creek,  Chaffee,  Gun- 
nison. Pitkin.  Saguache.  San  Miguel. 

Silver — Archuleta,  Baca,  Boulder,  Chaf- 
fee, Clear  Creek,  Conejos,  Costilla,  Cus- 
ter, Dolores,  Douglas,  Eagle.  Fremont, 
Garfield,  Gilpin,  Grand,  Gunnison,  Hins- 
dale. Jackson,  Lake,  La  Plata.  Mineral, 
Moffat,  Montezuma,  Montrose,  Ouray, 
Park,  Pitkin.  Rio  Grande,  Routt,  Sa- 
guache, San  Juan.  San  Miguel,  Summit, 
Teller. 

Tantalum  (columbite) — Fremont,  Jef- 
ferson, Teller. 

Tellurium — Boulder,  Teller. 

Tin  (cassiterite) — Garfield. 

Titanium  (ilmenite,  rutile,  perofskite) 
— El  Paso,  Gunnison. 

Tung-sten  (ferberite,  hubnerite.  schee- 
lite) — Boulder.  Chaffee,  Clear  Creek,  Gil- 
pin, Gunnison.  Lake,  Ouray,  San  Juan, 
San  Miguel,  Summit. 

Badium,  Uranium,  Vanadium  (carno- 
tite,  pitchblende,  volborthite) — Clear 
Creek,  Custer,  Dolores,  Eagle,  Garfield, 
Huerfano,  Jefferson,  La  Plata,  Mesa, 
Moffat,  Montrose,  Park,  Rio  Blanco,  San 
Miguel. 

Yttrium  (allanite,  gadolinite) — Boul- 
der, Douglas,  "Washington. 

Zinc — Archuleta.  Chaffee.  Clear  Creek, 
Conejos,  Dolores,  Eagle,  Fremont,  Gil- 
pin, Hinsdale,  Lake,  Mineral,  Ouray, 
Park.  Pitkin,  Saguache.  San  Juan,  San 
Miguel.  Summit. 

Zircon — El  Paso. 

NONMETALS 

The  range  of  useful  nonmetals  found 
in  Colorado  is  almost  as  wide  as  that 
of  the  metals,  but  their  production  has 
not  been  so  extensive  up  to  the  present 
time.  Coal  ranks  first  among  the  non- 
metals  in  value  of  output  and,  perhaps, 
in  the  total  value  of  known  deposits. 
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Colorado  ranks  fourth  among  the  states 
in  available  coal  supply,  and  eighth  in 
annual  output.  According  to  the 
United  States  geological  survey,  the 
coal  fields  of  the  state  cover  approx- 
imately 19,750,000  acres,  and  the  avail- 
able coal  supply  is  about  317,50'0,0€0,- 
000  short  tons.  The  only  states  sur- 
passing Colorado  in  total  available 
coal  are  North  Dakota,  Wyoming  and 
Montana.  The  Colorado  state  geologi- 
cal survey  estimates  the  area  of  Colo- 
rado's coal  fields  somewhat  below  the 
estimates  of  the  United  States  geologi- 
cal survey,  but  places  estimated  ton- 
nage considerably  higher.  The  follow- 
ing tabulation  shows  the  area  of  the 
various  fields  and  the  estimated  ton- 
nage, according  to  this  authority: 

Area  Estimated 
(Square  Miles)       Tonnage 

Denver    region...    4.300  13,590.000.000 

Durango     field...    1,90'0'  21.428,000'.000 

North     Park 500  453,000.000 

Trinidad    1,080  24.462.000,000 

Uinta  region    6,00'0'  271,810',000,00'0' 

Yampa    field 3,700'  39.639.000.000 

Scattered  fields.  .       350  388,000,000 

17,830        371,770',000,000 

Colorado  coal  ranges  in  quality  from 
black  lignite  and  sub-bituminous  va- 
rieties through  various  grades  of  bi- 
tuminous to  true  anthracite.  The  bi- 
tuminous varieties  include  high- 
grade  coking  coal  found  in  the  Trini- 
dad district,  in  the  Glenwood  Springs 
area  and  in  Gunnison  county.  High- 
grade  bituminous  coal  is  also  found  in 
Jackson,  Routt,  Moffat,  Rio  Blanco, 
Mesa,  Delta,  Montezuma,  La  Plata, 
Fremont  and  Huerfano.  True  anthra- 
cite coal  is  found  near  Crested  Butte, 
in  Gunnison  county,  and  is  found  in 
several  localities  in  Routt  and  Moffat 
counties.  A  table  published  elsewhere 
in  this  volume  shows  the  annual  output 
of  coal  from  the  state  since  1864. 

Although  Colorado  has  never  ranked 
high  in  petroleum  output  it  has  pro- 
duced crude  oil  steadily  since  1887. 
The  maximum  annual  output  was  re- 
corded in  1892,  being  824,000  barrels. 
The  total  output  of  the  state  to  the  end 
of  1918  was  approximately  11,500,000 
barrels.  The  most  important  produ- 
cing fields  are  in  Fremont  county,  in 
and  about  the  city  of  Florence,  and  in 
Boulder  county,  near  the  city  of  Boul- 
der. There  has  been  some  production 
from  Rio  Blanco  county,  near  the  town 
of  Rangely,  Garfield  county,  near  the 
Colorado-Utah  line,  and  Mesa  county, 
near  DeBeque.  Drilling  has  been  done 
in  several  other  sections  and  favorable 
showings  of  oil  have  been  found  in 
some  localities,  but  no  production   of 


importance  has  been  made  from  dis- 
tricts other  than  those  named  above. 

Colorado  has  immense  deposits  of 
oil  shale,  which  promise  in  the  near 
future  to  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant sources  of  petroleum  produc- 
tion in  this  country.  The  constantly 
increasing  demand  for  petroleum  prod- 
ucts during  the  past  few  years  has 
caused  both  the  federal  and  state  gov- 
ernments to  make  special  investiga- 
tions of  the  economic  possibilities  of 
these  shale  deposits  and  reports  have 
been  made  which  promise  much  in  the 
direction  of  speedy  and  extensive  de- 
velopment. Several  private  companies 
have  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
extracting  petroleum  and  other  val- 
uable products  from  the  Colorado  oil 
shales,  but  so  far  as  the  public  is  at 
present  informed  there  is  no  process 
developed  which  will  handle  the  Colo- 
rado shales  at  sufficiently  low  cost  to 
justify  extensive  commercial  develop- 
ment. 

Colorado's  oil  shales  are  found  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Green  River  for- 
mation, in  the  western  parts  of  the 
state,  chiefly  in  Mesa.  Garfield,  Rio 
Blanco  and  Moffat  counties.  They 
cover  an  area  of  perhaps  2,000  square 
miles  and  the  various  shale  strata  some- 
times attain  an  aggregate  thickness  of 
100  feet  or  more.  Tests  made  by  the 
United  States  geological  survey  have 
shown  a  recovery  of  from  10  to  68  gal- 
lons of  petroleum  from  a  ton  of  shale, 
and  in  one  case  the  recovery  was  90 
gallons  per  ton.  Experts  of  the  geo- 
logical survey  have  estimated  the 
ci  mount  of  petroleum  available  in  the 
Colorado  shales  at  20,000,000,000  bar- 
rels, and  the  amount  of  ammonium  sul- 
phate which  should  be  recovered  from 
the  same  shales,  by  the  same  processes, 
at  300,000,000  tons.  The  process  of  dis- 
tillation by  which  oil  is  recovered  may 
also  result  in  the  recovery  of  large 
quantities  of  producer  gas,  dyes  and 
other  valuable  by-products. 

Perhaps  no  state  has  a  wider  variety 
or  greater  dei)osits  of  high-grade  stone 
than  Colorado.  Sandstones,  granites 
and  basalts  are  perhai)s  most  abun- 
dant, but  marbles,  lavas,  abrasives, 
limestones,  slates  and  shales  are  com- 
mon. Onyx  and  various  gem  stones 
are  found  in  several  localities. 

Sandstone,  granite  and  marble  have 
been  extensively  quarried  for  building 
purposes  and  marble  and  granite  have 
been  produced  rather  extensively  for 
interior  decoraiting  and  monumental 
purposes.  The  most  extensive  marble 
deposits  are  in  Gunnison  county  near 
the  town  of  Marble.    Along  the  course 
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of  Yule  creek,  in  this  neighborhood, 
are  said  to  be  the  largest  deposits  of 
pure  white  marble  in  the  world.  These 
deposits  have  been  worked  extensive- 
ly, but  the  company  working  them  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  it 
is  understood  that  a  reorganization  is 
under  way.  They  have  been  closed 
down  for  some  time. 

Brick  clay  is  found  in  practically 
every  county  in  the  state  and  has  been 
dug  to  some  extent  in  perhaps  two- 
thirds  of  the  counties.  Fire  clay,  plas- 
tic clay  and  kaolin  are  also  rather 
widely  distributed.  Many  varieties  of 
high-grade  pottery  are  being  manufac- 
tured at  Golden,  chiefly  from  clays 
mined  in  Jefferson  county,  near  that 
city.  Colorado  pottery  is  rapidly  mak- 
ing for  itself  a  wide  reputation,  and 
there  are  several  known  deposits  of 
good  pottery  clay  that  have  not  yet 
been  developed. 

The  accompanying  tabulation  shows 
the  principal  valuable  nonmetals  found 
in  the  state,  together  with  the  counties 
where  they  have  been  reported: 

Abrasive  stones — Gunnison. 

Amber — Boulder. 

Asbestos — Boulder,  Chaffee,  Fremcnt; 
Rio  Grande. 

Aspbalt — Garfield.  Grand,  Jefferson, 
Me.sa.   Routt,   Rio  Blanco. 

Basalt — Boulder.  Delta.  Eagle,  Gar- 
field, Grand,  Huerfano,  Jefferson,  Las 
Animas,   Mesa,   Rio  Blanco. 

Cement  materials — Boulder,  Chaffee, 
Fremont  and  many  others. 

Corundum — Chaffee,  Clear  Creek. 

Coal — Adams,  Arapahoe,  Archuleta, 
Boulder,  Delta,  Dolores,  Douglas,  Elbert, 
El  Paso,  Fremont,  Garfield,  Gunnison, 
Huerfano,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  La  Plata, 
Las  Animas,  Larimer,  Mesa,  Moffat, 
Montezuma,  Montrose,  Ouray,  Park,  Pit- 
kin. Rio  Blanco.  Routt,  Weld. 

Feldspar — El  Paso. 

Pire  clay — Bent,  Boulder,  Custer, 
Douglas.  El  Paso,  Fremont.  Garfield, 
Gunnison,  Huerfano,  Jefferson,  Larimer, 
La';  Animas.  Pueblo. 

Fluorspar  —  Boulder,  Chaffee.  Clear 
Creek.  Custer,  Dolores.  Douglas,  El  Paso, 
Gilpin.  Jefferson.  Mineral.  Park.  San 
Juan.  San  Miguel.  Teller.  Washington. 

Fuller's   earth. — Chaffee,  Washington. 

Gem  stones — ^Chaffee.  Clear  Creek.  Ea- 
gle, El  Paso,  Fremont,  Hinsdale,  Jeffer- 
son, Lake,  Larimer,  Moffat,  Park,  Sa- 
guache, Teller. 

Glass  sand — Bent,  Fremont.  Prowers, 
Pueblo. 

Granite — Archuleta,  Boulder.  Chaffee, 
Clear  Creek,  Conejos,  Costilla,  Custer, 
Delta,  Dolores,  Douglas,  Eagle,  El  Paso, 
Fremont.  Garfield,  Gunnison,  Jackson. 
Jefferson,  La  Plata.  Larimer,  Las  Ani- 
mals, Mineral.  Moffat,  Ouray,  Park, 
Pueblo.  Rio  Blanco.  Rio  Grande. 

Graphite — Chaffee.  Gunnison.  Las  Ani- 
mas. 

Gypsum — Custer.  Delta,  Dolores,  Ea- 
gle. El  Paso.  Fremont.  Garfield.  T.,arimer. 

Kaolin — Boulder,  El  Paso,  Fremont, 
Huerfano,  Jefferson.  La  Plata,  Pueblo, 
Morgan. 

Iiimestone — Boulder.  Chaffee.  Douelas, 
Fremont.  Gunnison.  Jefferson,  La  Plata, 
Blanco,  Rio  Grande. 


Larimer,  Las  Animas,  Mesa,  Mineral, 
Ouray,  Park.  Pueblo,  Rio  Blanco. 

Marble — Boulder,  Chaffee,  Gunnison, 
Larimer,  Pueblo. 

Mica — Clear  Creek,  Fremont,  Larimer, 
Mesa. 

Oil  shale — Garfield,  Gunnison,  Mesa, 
Moffat,  Montrose,  Rio  Blanco. 

Onyx — Gunnison.  , 

Petroleum — Boulder,  Delta,  Fremont, 
Mesa,   Montrose,    Pueblo,   Rio   Blanco. 

Potash — Costilla,  Delta. 

Sandstone — Archuleta,  Boulder,  Chaf- 
fee, Conejos,  Costilla,  Custer,  Delta, 
Dolores,  Douglas,  Eagle,  Elbert,  El  Paso, 
Fremont,  Garfield,  Gunnison,  Jackson, 
La  Plata,  Larimer,  Las  Animas,  Mesa, 
Mineral,      Ouray,      Park,      Pueblo,      Rio 

Salts  of  sodium — Alamosa,  Saguache. 

Slate — Gunnison. 

Sulphur — Gunnison,  Mineral. 


RANK  OFCOUNTIES  IN  AREA    ' 

COUNTY                         Rank  Area 

Las  Animas 1  3,077,760 

Moffat    2  3.033,600 

Weld    3  2,574,080 

Rio    Blanco 4  2.062,720 

Gunnison    5  2,034,560 

Mesa    6  2,024,320 

Saguache    7  2,005,120' 

Garfield    8  1,988,480 

Larimer    9  1,682,560 

Lincoln    10  1,644,800 

Baca    11  1,633,280 

W^ashington     12  1,613,440 

Pueblo    13  1,557,120 

Yuma    14  1,514,880 

Montrose     15  1,448.960 

Routt    16  1,425,280 

Park    17  1,415,680 

Kit   Carson 18  1.381,760 

El   Paso 19  1.357,140 

Montezuma    20  1.312,640 

Grand     21  1,194,240 

Elbert    22  1,188,480 

La  Plata 23  1,184,540 

Logan    24  1.166,080 

Kiowa    25  1,150,720 

Cheyenne    26  1,137,280 

Jackson    27  1,044,480 

Prowers    28  1.043,200 

Eagle 29  1,036,800 

Fremont    30  996,480 

Bent    31  975,360 

Huerfano    32  960,000 

San    Miguel 33  824,320 

Morgan    34  823,040 

Costilla 35  810.000 

Adams    36  807,680 

Archuleta     37  780,800 

Delta    38  768,640 

Otero    .  .  .  ^ 39  762,080 

Conejos    40  714,960 

Chaffee    41  693,120 

Dolores    42  667,520 

Pitkin    43  652,160 

Hinsdale    44  621,440 

Rio   Grande 45  574,720 

Crowley    46  560,800 

Mineral     47  554,240 

Douglas    48  •    540,800 

Arapahoe    49  538,880 

Jefferson    50  536,320 

Alamosa    51  500,000 

Boulder    52  488,960 

Custer 53  478,0'80 

Phillips    54  440',320 

Summit    55  415,360 

Teller    56  350,080 

Sedgwick    57  339,840 

Ouray     58  332,160 

San   Juan 59  289,920 

Clear  Creek 60  249,600 

Lake    61  237,440 

Gilpin    62  84,480 

Denver   63  37,120 

66,341,120 


30 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


Manufacturing  in  Colorado 


\^^^HE  manufacturing  industry  in 
f  ^j  Colorado  has  developed  rather 
^%_V  rapidly  in  the  past  20  years. 
During  that  period  the  number  of 
manufacturing  establishments  has 
nearly  doubled,  the  capital  invested 
has  increased  about  225  per  cent,  the 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing has  more  than  doubled,  and 
the  value  of  manufactured  goods  pro- 
duced annually  has  increased  approxi- 
mately 110  per  cent.  The  following 
table  compiled  by  the  United  States 
census  bureau  shows  the  growth  of 
the  industry  from  1899  to  1914,  when 
the  last  manufacturing  census  was 
taken: 


the  increase  in  the  value  of  goods 
manufactured  here  since  1914  has  been 
very  substantial,  it  has  not  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  in  other  states 
where  the  production  of  goods  needed 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  was  car- 
ried on  more  extensively,  consequently 
Colorado  ranks  perhaps  no  higher  as  a 
manufacturing  state  now  than  it  did 
in  1914,  and  the  value  of  its  manufac- 
tured goods  is  no  doubt  smaller  in 
comparison  with  the  total  value  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States  than  it 
was  at  that  time. 

In  1914  the  beet  sugar  industry 
ranked  first  in  the  total  value  of  its 
product,  with  $17,635,556,  or  12.9    per 


Number  of  establishments    

Persons  engaged 

Proprietors  and  firm  members 

Salaried    employes 

Wage   earners    (average   number) 

Primary    horsepower 

Capital    

Salaries    

Wages    

Rent  and  taxes  (inc.  internal  revenue)  .  . 

Cost  of  materials 

Value  of  products 

Value  added  by  manufacture    (value  of 
products  less  cost  of  material) 


1914 


2,126 

33,715 

1,716 

4,721 

27.278 

162,828 

$181,776,339 

6,367.863 

20.199.754 

2,195.394 

89.756.302 

136,839,321 

47.083.019 


1909 


2.034 

34,115 

1.722 

4.326 

28,067 

154.615 

$162,667,801 

5,647,684 

19.912.342 

2.003.281 

80.490.904 

130,044,312 

49.553,408 


1904 


1,606 

^.888 

1,398 

2.677 

21,813 

124,907 

$107,663,500 

3.549.043 

15,100,365 

tl,020,434 

63,114.397 

100.143.999 


1899 


1.323 


1,870 

19.498 

43,434 

$  58,172,865 

2,058.798 

11.707,566 

* 

60.750.784 
89.067.879 


37.029,602        28.317,095 


*  Figures  not  available. 

t  Exclusive  of  internal  revenue. 

Since  1914  there  has  been  a  very 
substantial  increase  in  manufacturing 
activities  due  largely  to  demands  cre- 
ated by  the  war,  although  no  accurate 
data  are  available.  Careful  estimates 
show  that  there  are  now  approximate- 
ly 2,500  manufacturing  establishments 
in  the  state,  producing  close  to  $200,- 
000,000  worth  of  goods  annually.  This 
large  increase  in  the  value  of  the  out- 
put is  due  partly  to  increased  produc- 
tion, but  principally  to  higher  prices 
prevailing  on  account  of  the  war.  The 
1914  census  is  based  on  figures  com- 
piled before  the  war  began.  Since  that 
time  the  prices  of  all  manufactured 
articles  have  increased  steadily. 

But  Colorado,  in  spite  of  its  rapid 
growth  as  a  manufacturing  state,  still 
holds  only  a  low  rank  in  manufactur- 
ing activity.  In  1914  it  ranked  thirty- 
second  among  the  states  in  the  value 
of  manufactured  products,  thirty-sixth 
in  the  number  of  wage  earners,  and 
thirty-third  in  the  value  added  by 
manufacture.  The  value  of  goods 
manufactured  in  Colorado  in  1914  rep- 
resented only  six-tenths  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  total  value  of  goods  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States.     While 


cent  of  the  value  of  all  goods  manu- 
factured in  the  state.  Since  that  time 
the  wholesale  price  of  sugar  has  al- 
most doubled  and  the  value  of  beet 
sugar  manufactured  in  Colorado  in 
1918  was  in  excess  of  $27,000,000,  or 
nearly  60  per  cent  greater  than  for 
1914.  A  new  sugar  factory  was  put  in 
operation  at  Brighton  in  1917,  making 
a  total  of  14  operating  factories  in  the 
state.  The  present  indications  are 
that  the  output  will  be  considerably  in- 
creased in  1919,  perhaps  exceeding  the 
previous  maximum  output  for  the 
state,  that  for  1915. 

Slaughtering  and  meat  packing 
ranked  second  among  the  state's  manu- 
facturing industries  in  1914,  the  total 
value  of  the  output  being  $12,726,127. 
Since  1914  there  has  been  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  price  of  packing- 
house products  and  a  very  substantial 
increase  in  the  output,  so  that  the 
value  of  all  packinghouse  prodticts  for 
the  state  in  1918  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $35,000,000. 

Flour  and  gristmill  products  ranked 
third  in  1914,  with  an  output  valued 
at  $7,535,633.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  a  slight  Increase  in  the  out- 
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put  and  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
market  price  of  the  products  for  1918. 
The  value  of  flour  and  gristmill  prod- 
ucts was  more  than  100  per  cent 
greater  than  for  1914. 

Among  the  other  manufacturing  in- 
dustries which  have  shown  large  in- 
creases in  the  value  of  their  output 
since  1914  are  iron  and  steel  works, 
rolling  mills,  and  makers  of  chemicals 
and  explosives.  The  Colorado  Fuel  & 
Iron  company,  which  is  the  largest 
steel  manufacturing  establishment  in 
the  west,  has  until  within  the  past 
month  or  two  been  operating  at  full 
capacity  and  turning  out  a  much 
larger  production  than  at  any  time  in 
its  history.  The  price  of  all  steel 
products  increased  very  materially  as 
a  result  of  the  heavy  demands  caused 
by  the  war,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  total  annual  value  of  the  state's 
steel  products  now  is  perhaps  200  per 
cent  greater  than  in  1914.  Several 
new  chemical  factories  have  been  put 
in  operation  and  old  factories  are 
greatly  increasing  the  output  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  demands  caused  by  the  war, 
and  the  needs  of  the  reconstruction 
period,  especially  those  engaged  in  the 
production  of  acids  and  dyes. 

The  census  bureau  does  not  segre- 
gate manufacturing  output  by  counties 
and  it  is  impossible  under  present  con- 
ditions to  supply  any  accurate  data  on 
these  industries  showing  the  compara- 
tive ranks  of  the  various  counties.  In 
1914  there  were  seven  cities  in  the 
state  having  a  population  of  more  than 
10,000  each,  which  reported  40.1  per 
cent  of  the  value  of  the  state's  manu- 
factured products.  These  cities  are 
Boulder,  Colorado  Springs,  Denver, 
Fort  Collins,  Greeley  and  Pueblo. 
From  these  figures  it  may  be  seen  that 
the  manufacturing  industry  is  being 
developed  very  substantially  in  the 
smaller  cities  and  rural  districts  since 
they  produce  a  larger  percentage  of 
the  total  manufactured  output  than  is 
produced  in  the  larger  cities.  All  of 
the  state's  14  sugar  factories  are  lo- 
cated in  places  having  less  than  15,000 
population  and  the  big  steel  mills  of 
the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  company, 
usually  credited  to  the  city  of  Pueblo, 
are  not  located  in  the  city's  limits  and 
their  output  is  not  assigned  by  the 
census  bureau  to  that  city. 

The  butter,  cheese  and  condensed 
milk  industries  are  growing  very  rap- 
idly in  the  rural  districts.  All  of  the 
condenseries  and  most  of  the  cream- 
eries and  cheese  factories  are  located 
in  small  communities.  In  1914  the 
value  of  butter,  cheese  and  condensed 
milk   manufactured   in   the   state   was 


$3,596,565.  It  is  probably  double  that 
at  the  present  time  and  is  increasing 
steadily. 

The  twenty-second  general  assembly 
passed  a  law  giving  the  state  immigra- 
tion department  authority  to  call  upon 
manufacturers  for  data  regarding  their 
operations  and  providing  a  penalty  for 
refusal  to  furnish  such  data  when 
properly  requested.  The  appropriation 
made  to  the  department,  however,  was 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense  of  a 
general  manufacturing  census  for  the 
state.  The  industrial  bureau  of  the 
city  of  Denver  has  undertaken  a  sur- 
vey of  the  manufacturing  industry  in 
that  city  and  the  immigration  depart- 
ment is  developing  plans  for  co-operat- 
ing with  other  larger  cities  in  the  state 
in  making  similar  surveys  in  such 
cities.  The  department  hopes  to  be 
able  to  publish  in  its  1920  Year  Book 
considerable  information  by  counties 
regarding  all  branches  of  manufactur- 
ing. The  demand  for  this  class  of  in- 
formation has  been  very  large  and  at 
the  present  time  it  is  not  obtainable 
from  any  single  source  in  the  state. 

'Colorado  offers  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities for  the  development  of  manu- 
facturing in  a  wide  variety  of  lines. 
It  has  a  great  wealth  of  raw  material. 
Its  supply  of  coal  is  practically  inex- 
haustible and  is  so  distributed  as  to  be 
conveniently  located  to  furnish  fuel 
for  all  of  the  manufacturing  centers  of 
the  state. 

Some  data  regarding  the  manufac- 
turing development  in  the  various 
counties  and  the  raw  materials  avail- 
able for  further  development  is  given 
in  that  part  of  this  volume  devoted  to 
the  several  counties.  The  following 
list  contains  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant raw  materials  available  here  for 
manufacturing  purposes:  Apples,  apri- 
cots, alfalfa,  asbestos,  asphaltum,  as- 
phaltic  rock,  arsenic,  aquamarine,  alu 
minum,  agate,  alunite,  anthracite  coal 
antimony,  amethyst,  amber,  abra 
sive  stone,  basalt,  barite,  bauxite 
building  sand,  beans,  bismuth,  barley 
bitumen,  bituminous  rock,  brick  and 
tile  clay,  broomcorn,  beets,  berries 
cadmium,  cattle,  celery,  cement  mate 
rials,  chalcedony,  chalk,  copper,  cher 
ries,  corn,  cobalt,  coal,  coke,  clays 
corundum,  carnotite,  cucumbers,  diato 
maceous  earth,  dolomite,  eggs,  elater 
ite,  emmer,  earthenware  materials 
fuller's  earth,  feldspar,  flaxseed,  fluor 
spar,  feterita,  fire  clay,  glass  sand 
graphite,  grain  sorghum,  granite,  gold 
gypsum,  garnet,  gilsonite,  honey,  hogs 
horses,  hides,  hay  (many  varieties) 
iron  ore,  kaolin,  kafir  corn,  lava,  lead 
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limestone,  mica,  mineral  paint,  mould- 
ing sand,  molybdenum,  mercury,  mel- 
ons, marble,  milo  maize,  manganese, 
magnesium,  millet,  mineral  waters, 
milk,  oats,  oil  shale,  opal,  onyx,  petro- 
leum, potash,  plastic  clay,  producer 
gas,  pyrite,  platinum,  potatoes, 
peaches,  pears,  plums,  pumpkins, 
quartz,  radium  salts,  rutile,  rye,  road 
metal,  sandstone,  salts  of  sodium,  salts 


of  potassium,  speltz,  shale,  slate,  sil- 
ver, sand,  sulphur,  sheep,  sugar  beets, 
tellurium,  tantalum,  tungsten,  timber 
(pine,  cedar,  spruce,  hemlock,  aspen, 
pinon,  Cottonwood,  etc.),  turnips,  to- 
paz, tourmaline,  trona,  turquoise,  ura- 
nium, vanadium,  volcanic  ash,  vege- 
tables, wheat,  wool,  wood  (see  timber), 
water  power  (more  than  2,000,000 
horsepower),  wurtzilite,  zinc,  zircon. 


Colorado's  Educational  System 


COLORADO'S  public  school  sys- 
tem compares  favorably  with 
the  best  state  public  school  sys- 
tems in  the  country.  It  is  being  en- 
larged and  expanded  rapidly  to  meet 
the  demands  of  a  growing  population, 
there  being  few  states  where  the  per- 
centage of  increase  in  the  number  of 
school  buildings  and  teachers  em- 
ployed has  been  greater  in  the  past 
decade.  At  present  there  are  1,880 
school  districts  in  the  state,  according 
to  the  records  of  the  state  superintend- 
ent of  schools,  with  approximately 
3,125  schools,  employing  about  7,500 
teachers.  Tabulations  published  else- 
where in  this  volume  show  the  number 
of  schools  in  the  several  counties,  with 
the  number  of  teachers  employed,  but 
the  figures  are  not  absolutely  accurate, 
as  a  few  counties  failed  to  report  and 
estimates  had  to  be  made  from  avail- 
able records. 

There  are  44  consolidated  schools  in 
the  state  and  the  number  is  increas- 
ing steadily.  There  are  36  centralized 
schools  and  many  joint  schools, 
in  which  two  or  more  counties  are  in- 
terested. The  school  population  of  the 
state  for  the  school  year  ending  June 
30,  1918,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  state  superintendent  of  schools, 
was  257,884,  as  shown  in  tables  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The 
total  enrollment  in  public  schools  for 
the  same  year  was  191.199.  Public 
school  expenditures  for  the  year  were 
.$9,892,699.13,  and  the  total  receipts 
were  $11,572,155.05.  Expenditures  for 
teachers'  salaries  were  $5,421,874.81, 
the  average  salaries  paid  being  $106.45 
in  highschools,  $68.84  in  one-teacher 
schools,  $76.20  in  two-teacher  schools, 
and  $80.92  in  schools  employing  three 
or  more  teachers. 

The  total  amount  invested  in  school 
property  in  the  state,  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  the  state  superintendent  of 
schools,  with  four  counties  not  report- 
ing, is  $15,212,622,  or  an  average  of 
$79.08  for  each  pupil  enrolled  during 
the  school  year  ending  June  30,  1918. 


Bonds  and  warrants  outstanding  June 
30, 1918,  amounted  to  $7,414,950.56,  with 
five  counties  not  reporting. 

The  state  has  a  large  permanent 
school  fund,  derived  from  the  sale  of 
land  turned  over  to  the  state  by  the  fed- 
eral government  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  schools.  On  November  30,  1918, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  state 
board  of  land  commissioners,  there  was 
in  this  permanent  fund  $4,948,492.23, 
either  in  cash  or  invested  in  approved 
bonds,, state  warrants  and  farm  loans. 
On  the  same  date  there  was  in  the  in- 
come fund,  arising  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  these  lands,  $851,699.49.  De- 
ferred payments  on  school  land  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  schools  on  that 
date  amounted  to  $4,532,326.51,  which 
amount  bears  six  jjer  cent  interest. 
The  interest  on  these  deferred  pay- 
ments, interest  on  investments  from 
the  permanent  school  fund  and  receipts 
from  leases  of  school  land  are  appor- 
tioned once  a  year  among  the  school 
districts  of  the  state  according  to  the 
school  population.  This  apportionment 
at  present  amounts  to  approximately 
$600,0'0O  annually,  or  about  $2.35  per 
capita  for  the  school  population.  State 
lands  are  being  sold  more  rapidly  now 
than  heretofore  and  are  bringing  higher 
prices,  so  that  the  permanent  school 
fund  is  showing  a  very  substantial  in- 
crease each  year  and  the  annual  appor- 
tionment is  increasing  corresponding- 
ly. On  November  30,  1918,  there  was 
2,882,277.56  acres  of  state  school  land 
unsold,  conservatively  valued  at  $25, 
000,000,  and  coal  and  other  mineral  re- 
serves on  state  land  valued  at  $10'0,- 
000,000,  most  of  which  is  on  school 
land.  Coal  and  mineral  rights  are  re- 
served on  state  land  when  it  is  sold, 
and  the  school  fund  derives  a  substan- 
tial revenue  from  royalties  on  the  min- 
ing of  such  minerals.  More  than 
2,000,000  acres  of  unsold  school  land  is 
leased  for  various  purposes  and  the 
school  fund  derives  considerable  rev- 
enue from  this  source. 

Institutions  of  higher  learning  sup- 
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ported  by  the  state  are  the  State  Agri- 
cultural college  at  Fort  Collins,  with  a 
branch  school  at  Fort  Lewis,  La  Plata 
county;  the  State  Normal  school,  at 
Gunnison;  the  State  Teachers'  college, 
at  Greeley;  the  State  School  of  Mines, 
at  Golden,  and  the  University  of  Colo- 
rado, at  Boulder.  All  these  are  par- 
tially supported  by  legislative  appro- 
priations and  by  substantial  mill  levies. 
They  also  derive  some  revenue  from 
the  sale  and  administration  of  special 
grants  of  land  made  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment for  their  benefit,  these  lands 
being  administered  through  the  state 
board  of  land  commissioners  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  public  school 
lands. 

Besides  the  educational  institutions 
previously  mentioned  there  are  the 
state  industrial  school  for  boys,  located 
at  Golden;  the  state  industrial  school 
for  girls,  at  Morrison;  the  state  school 
for  deaf  and  blind,  at  Colorado  Springs; 
the  state  home  and  school  for  depend- 
ent and  neglected  children,  at  Denver, 
and  the  state  home  and  training  school 
for  mental  defectives,  at  Ridge,  Jeffer- 
son county.  These  institutions  are  sup- 
ported by  special  legislative  appropria- 
tions. 

In  addition  to  the  public  schools  and 
institutions  of  higher  learning  sup- 
ported by  the  state  there  are  numerous 
private  and  sectarian  schools  and  col- 
leges and  many  business,  trade  and 
professional  schools,  most  of  which  are 
specifically  mentioned  in  that  part  of 
this  volume  devoted  to  the  respective 
counties. 

In  addition  to  the  funds  derived  from 
the  state  school  permanent  and  income 
funds  a  very  substantial  amount  is  'col- 
lected in  the  state  each  year  for  public 
school  purposes  from  general  county 
school  tax  levies  and  from  district 
levies.  While  the  income  to  the  va- 
rious districts  from  state  funds  is  in- 
creasing rather  rapidly  as  a  result  of 
increased  sales  of  state  lands  and 
higher  sale  prices  and  larger  revenues 
from  leased  lands,  the  tendency  of  the 
counties  and  districts  is  to  increase 
rather  than  decrease  their  tax  levies, 
so  as  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  rapidly 
increasing  school  population  and  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  times  in  providing 
better  school  buildings  and  equipment 
and  higher  wages  for  teachers.  Tables 
published  elsewhere  in  this  book  show 
the  average  salaries  paid  teachers  in 
the  various  counties.  Salaries  for 
teachers  are  being  increased  steadily 
each  year  and  the  averages  for  the 
current  year  are  undoubtedly  consid- 
erably greater  than  the  averages  found 


in  these  tables.  Colorado  ranks  well 
with  other  states  in  average  salaries 
paid  to  teachers,  but  it  is  quite  gener- 
ally conceded  that  they  are  still  con- 
siderably below  what  they  should  be 
in  this  state.  The  following  table,  com- 
piled from  the  records  of  the  state 
superintendent  of  schools,  shows  the 
amounts  collected  from  county  and  dis- 
trict school  tax  levies  in  the  various 
counties  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  30,  1918,  and  the  total  amount  col- 
lected for  schools  from  all  sources  in 
the  various  counties  for  the  same 
period: 

From  Special  Total 

County            School  Tax  Receipts 

Adams $       99,037.67-     $  191,022.04 

Alamosa    ....          44,812.31  98,840.31 

Arapahoe....          74,952.88  162,927.87 

Archuleta...          12,470.49  35,164.14 

Baca 35,931.06  65,328.80 

Bent 56.630.87  102,593.07 

Boulder 233,799.0'5  347,259.55 

Chaffee 54.452.69  87,163.19 

Cheyenne    ...         39,977.07  69,359.08 

Clear  Creek..          30,555.78  57,268.05 

Conejos 46,999.77  94,783.89 

Costilla    14,648.60'  59,989.69 

Crowley 49,100'.51  139,358.92 

Custer 9,680.52  18,525.23 

Delta    107.606.49  156,338.52 

Denver 1.190,068.08  2,001,464.52 

Dolores    4,741.90  11,125.48 

Douglas 21,254.20  53,434.34 

Eag-le    37.617.34  61,705.69 

Elbert    46,354.02  97,701.88 

El   Paso 325.195.91  598.917.16 

Fremont    ....        133.602.02  222,941.41 

Garfield    59.144.61  109.141.12 

Gilpin     16,316.71  36,578.62 

Grand 10,086.99  30.658.74 

Gunnison....          41.451.13  69,149.94 

Hinsdale   ....            7.185.82  9,750.36 

Huerfano    .  .  .          91,678.72  148.681.47 

Jackson 4,598.93  13,798.04 

Jefferson 70,857.60  135.486.94 

Kiowa    

KitCarsn...          87,451.68  143,750.43 

Lake 47.369.28  132,302.77 

La   Plata 75,822.66  152.361.47 

Larimer 183.191.76  398.264.20 

Las  Animas..       266.811.86  435,411.12 

Lincoln    86,303.12  119.766.66 

Logan    379.011.04  489,259.90 

Mesa 141,487.17  312.420.39 

Mineral 4,369.25  20.095.90 

Moffat    21,819.55  36,322.23 

Montezuma..          41.837.10  73.800'.05 

Montrose 80,619.60  113.878.91 

Morgan    162.952.01  234,926.48 

Otero 162.468.02  413,522.25 

Ouray 14, 935. 09  28.793.66 

Park 14.448.99  38.759.65 

Phillips 34,756.65  167,861.06 

Pitkin    13.905.89  45.469.51 

Prowers 101.852.75  185.858.89 

Pueblo 422.884.67  775.297.97 

Rio  Blanco...         14.167.90'  66,955.27 

Rio   Grande..          53.919.85  184.394.51 

Routt 62,357.16  149.957.79 

Saguache    ...          38.401.39  101.0'66.0'6 

San   Juan 15.283.81  36.110.54 

San    Miguel..          50.535.60'  76.418.37 

Sedgwick....          26,658.61  54,336.54 

Summit    16,296.26  30'.815.66 

Teller     157,648.80  204.270.24 

Washington..          63,193.11  124,627.26 

Weld 507,076.12  795,927.68 

Yuma 90.631.81  142.693.57 

To^sl $6,411,278.20.      S11.572.155.0i 
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Colorado  Highways 

\^^HE  latest  data  available  on  the  requirements  on  federal  aid  projects, 

i    ^j  mileage  of  highways  of  all  kinds  and  $80,112  was  distributed  among  the 

^^^  in   the   state   by  counties  were  counties  for  work  on  projects  in  which 

compiled   by  the   state  highway  com-  the  forest  service  was  interested  and 

mission  at  the  close  of  1916.    This  com-  met  a  part  of  the  expense.    The  federal 

pilation,    published    elsewhere   in    this  government  spent  about  $120,000  in  the 

volume,  shows  a  total  of  40,067  miles  state   under   the   so-called   federal  aid 

of    highways    in    Colorado,    of    which  road  acts  and  the  forest  service  appro- 

7,083.49  had  at  that  time  been  desig-  priated  to  the  various  counties  about 

nated  as  state  highways.     Since  that  $115,000  from  the  income  arising  from 

time  there  has  been  about  800  miles  the  administration  of  the  national  for- 

of  state  highway  laid  out,  and  the  total  ests.    From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen 

mileage  of  roads  has  been  increased  to  that  the  total  expenditures  on  roads  in 

approximately  45,000  miles.    This  does  Colorado  for  1918  were  approximately 

not    include    streets    In    incorporated  $3,700,000,    the    largest    amount    ever 

cities  and  towns,  which  have  a  total  spent  for  that  purpose  in  one  year  in 

length  of  perhaps  3,500  miles  for  the  the  state. 

state.  From  the  tabulations  previously  The  1919  figures  here  given  are  esti- 
referred  to  it  will  be  seen  that  Weld  mates,  but  the  total  will  be  very  close 
county  ranks  first  in  total  road  mile-  to  that  shown.  The  large  increase,  is 
age,  with  3,101  miles;  Mesa  county  due  to  a  very  substantial  increase  in 
second,  with  2,200  miles,  and  El  Paso  the  amount  of  federal  aid  for  road 
county  third,  with  2,000  miles.  Four-  building  arising  from  the  enactment  of 
teen  counties  in  the  state  had  1,000  new  federal  aid  road  laws,  to  the  in- 
miles  or  more  of  highways  when  this  crease  in  automobile  license  taxes  re- 
compilation  was  made.  suiting  from  legislation  enacted  by  the 
The  following  tabulation  shows  ap-  twenty-second  general  assembly,  to  the 
proximately  what  is  available  from  levying  of  a  license  tax  on  petroleum 
various  sources  for  highway  construe-  products  under  an  act  passed  by  the 
tion,  improvement  and  repairs  in  1919:  twenty-second  general  assembly,  to  the 

state  Funds 

Balance  in  state  highway  fund  November  30,  1918 :  .  .      $    271,570 

Estimated  receipts  for  fiscal  year: 

Internal    improvement   fund $  125,000 

Motor  license   fees 205,000 

Gasoline    tax    •  280,000 

Half-mill  tax  levy 700,685 

Interest    and    miscellaneous 12,500 

Total    receipts 1,323,185 

County  Funds 

County   tax   levies $2,625,834 

Motor  license  fees 20'5,00'0 

Forest  Service   revenue 89,104 

Total    receipts 2,919,938 

Federal  Funds 

Forest    Service $      25,000' 

National   Park 5,000 

Federal    Aid 1,600',0'00' 

Total    receipts 1,630,000 

Grand    Total $0,144,693 

A  tabulated  statement  of  expendi-  $92,505  to  meet  proceeds  of  which  go 
tures  by  counties  published  elsewhere  into  the  state  road  funds,  and  to  va- 
in this  volume  shows  a  total  of  $848,866  rious  other  less  important  causes, 
distributed  by  the  highway  commission  Though  there  may  be  some  difficulty 
among  the  various  counties  for  road  in  using  all  these  funds  this  year,  due 
work  in  1918,  $2,463,232  spent  by  the  to  labor  shortage,  shortage  of  material 
counties  from  funds  arising  from  spe-  and  some  trouble  in  obtaining  satis- 
cial  tax  levies  and  automobile  license  factory  contracts  for  the  work,  yet  the 
taxes,  and  a  grand  total  of  $3,312,098  amount  of  money  spent  on  highways  in 
spent  on  road  work  in  the  various  Colorado  in  1919  should  be  fully  $2,- 
counties.  In  addition  to  this  the  state  000,000'  greater  than  that  spent  in  1918. 
apportioned  to  certain  counties  $132,-  Colorado  has  a  state  highway  com- 
239  for  special  road  projects  not  in-  mission,  which  exercises  general  super- 
eluded  in  the  tabulated  statement,  and  vision  over  the  construction  and  main- 
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tenance  of  such  roads  as  have  been 
designated  by  this  commission  as  state 
highways.  The  boards  of  county  com- 
missioners in  the  several  counties 
have  general  supervision  over  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  county 
roads  and  co-operate  with  the  state 
highway  commission  in  all  work  on 
state  highways  within  their  respective 
counties.  All  work  on  county  roads 
and  bridges  is  paid  for  from  county 
funds,  derived  from  special  county  tax 
levies  and  from  other  less  important 
sources,  including  50  per  cent  of  the 
net  receipts  from  motor  license  fees 
and  certain  funds  derived  from  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  national  forests, 
turned  over  by  the  forest  service  to 
the  counties  in  which  such  forests  are 
located.  Federal  aid  funds  are  admin- 
istered through  the  state  highway  com- 
mission, and  must  be  met  dollar  for 
dollar  by  funds  from  the  counties  in 
which  the  federal  aid  projects  are  lo- 
cated. The  highway  commission  in 
many  cases  helps  the  counties  to  meet 
the  federal  aid  requirements  by  the  ap- 
propriation of  state  road  funds  to  the 
counties  for  that  purpose.  The  expense 
of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
state  highways  is  met  jointly  by  the 
state  and  the  respective  counties  in 
which  the  roads  are  located,  the  coun- 
ties paying  not  to  exceed  one-half  the 
cost.  The  state  highway  fund,  the 
expenditure  of  which  is  directed  by  the 
highway  commission,  on  state  high- 
ways exclusively,  is  derived:  (1)  From 
a  special  half-mill  tax  levy,  authorized 
by  the  vote  of  the  people  at  the  gen- 
eral election  in  November,  1914.  (2) 
From  such  appropriations  as  may  be 
made  by  the  legislature  to  the  state 
highway  fund.  (3)  From  all  money 
now  in  or  hereafter  to  be  paid  into  the 
internal  improvement  income  fund  and 
all  money  derived  from  the  investment 
of  the  internal  improvement  perma- 
nent fund,  (4)  One-half  the  net  revenue 
arising  from  the  registration  of  motor 
vehicles,  from  chauffeurs'  licenses  and 
from  fines  and  penalties  for  violation 
of  the  automobile  vehicle  regulations. 
(5)  From  all  public  donations,  includ- 
ing allotments  made  by  the  federal 
government  to  the  state  for  highway 
purposes.  (6)  All  the  net  revenue  aris- 
ing from  the  tax  on  petroleum  products 
authorized  by  the  twenty-second  gen- 
eral assembly  for  1919,  and  one-half 
of  such  revenue  for  subsequent  years. 
The  balance  of  the  state  highway 
fund  at  the  end  of  last  November  was 
all  appropriated  for  work  laid  out  dur- 
ing that  year,  but  was  unpaid  because 
the  work  was  not  completed  and  ac- 
cepted, so  that  it  cannot  properly  be 
classed  as  1919  funds.    However,  there 


is  always  a  balance  from  the  appro- 
priation of  one  year  that  must  be  car- 
ried over  into  the  next,  so  that  the 
1918  balance  will  no  doubt  be  offset  by 
a  balance  of  larger  proportions  at  the 
end  of  1919.  The  receipts  from  taxes 
given  in  the  table  published  above  are 
the  maximum  amounts  that  would  ac- 
crue from  a  full  collection  of  all  road 
and  bridge  levies,  and  the  full  amount 
is  never  collected.  A  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  revenues  given  by 
this  table  will  be  required  for  admin- 
istrative purposes.  Making  such  de- 
ductions as  apparently  will  be  neces- 
sary, the  actual  amount  of  money  avail- 
able in  the  state  for  road  work  this 
year  apparently  will  be  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $5,700,000. 

Based  upon  a  total  of  45,000  miles  of 
highways  in  the  state  this  means  an 
average  of  approximately  $127  per  mile 
of  highway.  Based  upon  an  estimated 
population  of  1,070,000  for  the  state, 
it  means  a  per  capita  road  revenue  of 
$5.32.  It  amounts  to  $0.40  on  each  $100 
of  assessed  valuation,  or,  in  other 
words,  is  equal  to  the  revenue  from  a 
levy  of  four  mills.  The  latest  compil- 
ation of  statistics  on  highways  made 
by  the  bureau  of  roads  of  the  United 
States  department  of  agriculture,  that 
for  1914,  shows  that  the  average  rev- 
enue for  each  mile  of  road  in  the  coun- 
try that  year  was  $98.22.  Colorado 
ranked  far  down  in  the  list  then,  with 
•^n  average  of  $48.70  for  each  mile  of 
highway.  New  Jersey  was  the  leader 
then,  with  $486.49;  Maryland  ranked 
second,  with  $364.60;  Massachusetts 
third,  with  $326.08,  and  California 
fourth,  with  $314.09.  Colorado  has 
shown  very  rapid  progress  since  that 
time,  for  the  mileage  of  highways  has 
increased  very  materially  since  1914, 
yet  the  revenues  available  per  mile  of 
highway  are  more  than  two  and  one- 
half  times  as  great  as  they  were  then. 
The  per  capita  expenditure  of  the 
country  at  large  for  road  purposes  in 
1914,  based  upon  the  population  of 
1910,  was  $2.62,  and  Colorado's  average 
was  $2.42.  California  ranked  first  in 
per  capita  expenditures,  with  $8.06; 
Oregon  second,  with  $7.89,  and  Mon- 
tana third,  with  $7.68. 

Although  Colorado  still  ranks  some- 
what low  among  the  states  in  road  ex- 
penditures, as  shown  by  the  above  com- 
parisons, it  has  made  remarkable  prog- 
ress in  road  building  since  1914.  That 
year  the  total  receipts  for  highways 
from  all  sources  were  $1,937,546.23. 
The  following  table  shows  the  county 
tax  levies  for  road  purposes  for  1919 
and  maximum  revenues  to  be  collected 
under  them,  the  total  being  much  more 
than  was  available  for  road  work  from 
all  sources  for  1914: 
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Road  and 

Bridge  Road 

County  Levy  Revenue 

Adams    2.  $    56,774.78 

Alamosa    1.75  14.954.98 

Arapahoe    1.32  26,033.18 

Archuleta    2.5  14.168.69 

Baca   2.  15.024.00 

Bent    2.5  30.318.19 

Boulder    2.40  106.547.85 

Chaffee    1.75  19,474.61 

Cheyenne 1.  11,606.44 

Clear  Creek 5.50  30,627.44 

Conejos     3.  29,225.87 

Costilla    3.50  19,959.79 

Crowley   1.1  10.585.58 

Custer    2.50  6,417.83 

Delta    1.90  31,421.15 

Denver* 

Dolores     2.  3,548.25 

Douglas    "..  2.6  29,880.49 

Eagle    4.01  30,467.25 

Elbert    3.5  53,435.68 

El   Paso 1.5  100.790.61 

Fremont    2.5  50.105.25 

Garfield    5.  96,794.79 

Gilpin   3.05  11,10'2.50 

Grand   2.4  12,102.06 

Gunnison    2.2  35,405.15 

Hinsdale    4.  4,084.52 

Huerfano    2.5  34.489.83 

Jackson    3.  16.951.29 

Jefferson    2.49  58,498.07 

Kiowa    1.  10,874.60 

Kit  Carson 2.  42,571.13 

Lake .80  8,664.88 


Road  and 

Bridge  Road 

County  Levy  Revenue 

La  Plata 2.26  35.770.55 

Larimer     2.52  109. 286. 50 

Las   Animas 1.25  49.619.83 

Lincoln     2.50  48,027.71 

Logan    5.2  196,685.72 

Mesa    2.7  80,494.75 

Mineral     5.  7,659.42 

Moffat    6.  41,008.59 

Montezuma    7.  45.636.47 

Montrose     2.90'  48,869.71 

Morgan    2.2  56,920.20 

Otero    2.  57,727.86 

Ouray   5.  27,594.55 

Park    4.  36,201.35 

Phillips    1.25  19,800.99 

Pitkin    2.5  14.378.47 

Prowers    2.  40.204.00 

Pueblo    1.3  91,602.33 

Rio   Blanco 3.88  24,166.04 

Rio   Grande 1.8  19,937.98 

Routt 3.23  51,109.51 

Saguache    3.  37,759.00 

San   Juan 3.  13.734.24 

San    Miguel 3.  27.377.58 

Sedgwick    1.39  14,499.40 

Summit    3.  19,831.54 

Teller    2.5  34,747.56 

Washington     3.  60,629.58 

Weld    2.52  243.052.06 

Yuma    2.42  45.036.71 

Total    $2,622,276.93 

*Xo   county   levy   for   roads. 


Colorado— Brief  Land  History 


\^[^HE  territory  now  included  in 
i  ^\  the  state  of  Colorado  did  not 
^■^  all  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States  at  the  same  time,  nor 
was  it  all  conveyed  in  the  same  man- 
ner or  by  the  same  nation.  Parts  of  it 
have  at  times  belonged  to  the  terri- 
tories of  Kansas,  Nebraska.  New  Mex- 
ico and  Utah,  and  a  very  considerable 
section  of  it  was  claimed  by  the  Re- 
public of  Texas  when  that  enterprising 
little  nation  won  its  freedom  from 
Mexico. 

The  Louisiana  Purchase,  a  vast  tract 
of  land  acquired  by  the  United  States 
from  France  in  1803,  extended,  in  a 
general  way,  westward  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 
About  half  of  the  land  now  comprising 
the  state  of  Colorado  was  included  in 
this  purchase,  the  entire  cost  of  which 
was   about  $27,250,000. 

The  area  south  of  the  Arkansas 
river  and  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains 
was  first  claimed  by  Spain  and  later 
by  Mexico.  When  Texas,  after  win- 
ning it.s  independence  from  Mexico, 
was  admitted  to  the  Union  in  1845,  it 
claimed  that  part  of  what  is  now  Colo- 
rado  lying  south  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  and  in  addition  a  rectangular 
strip  extending  north  through  the 
mountains  into  Wyoming,  lying  be- 
tween the  lOfJth  and  the  108th  me- 
ridians.     By   reference    to   the   map   it 


will  be  seen  that  a  considerable  part 
of  this  territory  claimed  by  Texas 
was  included  in  the  Louisiana  Pur- 
chase, but  the  controversy  over  tjie 
northern  boundary  of  Texas  was 
amicably  settled  before  Colorado  ter- 
ritory was  organized. 

The  western  part  of  Colorado  and 
the  territory  in  the  south  lying  west 
and  south  of  the  Rio  Grande  river 
was  included  in  the  immense  tract  of 
land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
Mexico  in  1848,  following  the  war  with 
that  country.  The  eastern  boundary 
of  this  ceded  land  was  at  about  the 
108th  meridian,  except  in  the  south, 
where  its  boundary,  as  before  stated, 
was  the  Rio  Grande  river. 

The  territory  of  Utah  was  or- 
ganized in  1850'.  It  extended  east  to 
the  main  range  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains, including  nearly  one-half  of  what 
is  now  Colorado.  In  1854  the  terri- 
tories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  were 
created  by  the  famous  Kansas-Ne- 
braska act.  Kansas  territory  then  ex- 
tended west  to  the  territory  of  Utah, 
the  southern  boundary  being  the  ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico,  which  at  that 
time  extended  north  to  the  Arkansas 
river,  and  the  northern  boundary  being 
at  the  40th  parallel,  which  i)assed  near 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Brighton. 
That  part  of  what  is  now  Colorado, 
lying  north  of  this  parallel  and  extend- 
ing west  to  the  boundary  of  Utah  terri- 
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tory,  was  included  in  Nebraska  terri- 
tory. 

In  1885  that  part  of  Colorado  then 
included  in  Kansas  territory  was  or- 
ganized into  Arapahoe  county,  and  Al- 
len P.  Tibbitts,  Levi  Mitchell  and 
Jonathan  Atwood  were  named  as  com- 
missioners to  locate  the  countyseat  of 
the  new  county,  which  was  to  be  called 
Mountain  City.  They  were  likewise  to 
act  as  commissioners  for  the  new 
county,  but  there  is  no  record  avail- 
able showing  that  they  ever  assumed 
their  duties.  In  1856  an  election  was 
held  in  Arapahoe  county,  K.  T.,  and 
Benjamin  F.  Simmons  was  chosen  as 
the  first  representative  from  this  coun- 
ty in  the  Kansas  territorial  legislature. 

Even  before  this  time  the  people 
in  the  new  towns  and  mining  camps, 
dissatisfied  with  a  government  the 
seat  of  which  was  several  hundred 
miles  away,  and  could  be  reached  only 
after  a  week's  hard  travel,  had  started 
a  movement  for  the  organization  of  a 
new  territory,  to  include  that  part  of 
Kansas  territory  known  as  Arapahoe 
county.  This  movement  gained 
strength  rapidly,  and  some  of  the 
more  ambitious  conceived  the  idea 
that  the  creation  of  a  new  state  was 
the  proper  procedure.  They  spent 
some  months  working  on  the  plan,  and 
finally  agreed  that  the  new  state 
should  be  called  Jefferson  and  should 
extend  north  far  into  what  is  now 
Wyoming.  An  election  held  late  in 
1859  showed  that  a  majority  of  the 
voters  were  in  favor  of  trying  a  ter- 
ritorial government  before  attempting 
statehood,  and  Robert  W.  Steele  was 
elected  as  the  first  governor  of  "Jeffer- 
son Territory."  The  following  coun- 
ties were  provided  for  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  so-called  "Jefferson  Ter- 
ritory": Arapahoe,  Cheyenne,  El  Paso, 
Fountain,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Moun- 
tain, North  Park,  Saratoga,  Steele  and 
St.  Vrain. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  steps  were 
being  taken  at  Washington  to  bring 
about  the  organization  of  a  territory 
through  the  regularly  constituted  leg- 
islative channels.  In  February,  1861, 
Colorado  territory  was  regularly  or- 
ganized, its  boundaries  being  substan- 
tially the  same  as  those  of  the  state 
today.  On  June  6,  1861,  Mr.  Steele 
formally  abdicated  as  governor  of 
"Jefferson  Territory,"  and  that  unique 
political  subdivision  passed  into  his- 
tory. 

The  organization  of  Colorado  terri- 
tory did  not  settle  the  numerous  con- 
troversies  regarding  land  titles  that 
existed  when  the  territory  was  organ- 
ized. Within  the  area  formeriv 
claimed  by  the  state  of  Texas,  as  well 


as  that  ceded  by  Mexico,  there  were 
numerous  land  grants,  made  by  the 
Spanish  and  Mexican  governments,  all 
of  which  were  confirmed  by  the  United 
States  when  this  area  became  a  part 
of  the  Union.  A  special  land  court 
was  created  for  the  examination  and 
adjudication  of  these  titles,  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  records  showed  that 
the  grants  were  properly  made  they 
were  formally  approved  by  this  court. 
In  addition  to  these  old  grants  there 
were  large  tracts  of  land  which  had 
been  set  apart  for  Indian  tribes  who 
had  long  claimed  this  territory  as  their 
own.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the 
early  history  of  the  state  will  know 
that  the  controversies  with  these  In- 
dians were  not  settled  without  many 
bloody  battles,  which  resulted  in  heavy 
loss  of  life  among  both  the  Indians 
and  the  pioneer  settlers.  In  1861  the 
federal  government  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapa- 
hoe Indians,  under  which  the  Indians 
ceded  to  the  government  their  lands 
in  eastern  Colorado.  The  Indians  did 
not  abide  bv  this  treaty,  however,  and 
they  waged  vigorous  warfare  against 
the  white  settlers  for  several  years, 
with  a  view  to  driving  them  from  the 
plains  of  eastern  Colorado.  On 
October  28,  1867.  they  signed  another 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  ceding 
all  their  lands  between  the  Platte  and 
Arkansas  rivers  and  agreeing  to  their 
removal  to  Indian  Territory. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  state 
settlers  came  in  contact  with  the  Ute 
Indians.  In  1868  a  treaty  had  been 
made  between  these  Indians  and  the 
government,  by  which  the  government 
confirmed  their  title  to  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  the  southern  and  western 
parts  of  the  state.  After  the  dis- 
covery of  rich  metal  values  in  the  San 
Juan  district  white  settlers  began  to 
come  in  rapidly,  and  steps  were  taken 
to  recover  the  land  that  had  been  given 
to  the  Utes.  They  were  strongly  o*^- 
posed  to  giving  it  up,  but  in  1873. 
largely  through  the  influence  of  Chief 
Ouray,  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
leaders  of  the  red  men  in  Colorado,  a 
treaty  was  signed  by  which  the  Utes 
ceded  to  the  government  the  mineral 
lands  in  the  San  Juan  district. 

They  still  retained,  however,  more 
than  1.0,500,000  acres  of  land  on  the 
western  slope.  Numerous  encounters 
occurred  between  these  Indians  and 
the  white  men  during  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  agricultural  lands  in 
this  territory,  and  it  was  not  until  1881 
that  the  Indians  in  this  region,  usually 
known  as  the  Uncompahgre  Utes, 
were  removed  to  the  Uinta  reserva- 
tion, in  eastern  Utah. 
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Colorado  by  Counties 

^^v/HE  descriptive  matter  relating  to  the  63  counties 
V^y  in  Colorado,  to  be  found  in  the  succeeding  pages, 
was  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  bureau  of  immi- 
gration, and  copy  and  proofs  were  submitted  to  well- 
informed  persons  in  the  various  counties  for  revision  and 
correction.  The  general  outline  followed  in  the  stories 
of  the  several  counties  is  practically  the  same,  the  object 
being  to  give  as  nearly  as  possible  all  useful  information 
about  the  resources  and  possibilities  of  each  county.  It 
should  be  understood,  of  course,  that  this  publication  is 
not  intended  for  general  distribution  among  those  who 
apply  to  the  state  immigration  department  for  informa- 
tion regarding  the  opportunities  offered  in  Colorado  for 
homeseekers  and  investors.  It  is  meant  rather  as  a  source 
of  official  information  to  Colorado  people  regarding  the 
opportunities  for  development  offered  in  their  own  state, 
and  it  is  the  hope  of  the  board  of  immigration  that  it 
will  serve  as  the  basis  for  all  conservative  literature  sent 
out  from  the  various  communities  advertising  Colorado's 
advantages  to  those  who  contemplate  locating  in  the 
state.  The  county  stories  have  been  written  in  the 
plainest  possible  form,  special  care  having  been  taken  to 
avoid  all  appearance  of  what  is  generally  referred  to  as 
"booster"  style.  Official  information  has  been  used  wher- 
ever it  has  been  avaihible,  and  where  official  reports  were 
lacking  on  any  line  of  necessary  information  such  infor- 
mation has  been  obtained  from  reliable  and  well-informed 
persons  in  the  various  coimties. 

Ready  and  intelligent  co-operation  has  been  accorded 
the  immigration  bureau  in  practically  every  county  in 
the  state,  and  whatever  merit  there  may  be  in  these  county 
stories  and  in  other  parts  of  this  volume  is  due  largely 
to  this  co-operation. 


Adams 


e  OLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


39 


ADAMS  COUNTY 

General  Description — Adams  county 
lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  the  city  of  Denver  forming  a 
part  of  the  western  boundary.  It  is  an 
irregular  rectangle,  with  an  extreme 
length,  east  and  west  of  72  miles,  and 
a  width  of  18  miles.  Its  area  is  807,680 
acres,  or  about  125,000  acres  more  than 
that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
surface  is  generally  level  prairie  with 
narrow  valleys  crossing  it  north  and 
south.  The  altitude  varies  from  about 
4,500  feet  in  the  east,  to  5,300'  feet  in 
the  extreme  west. 

Early  History — Adams  county  was 
organized  in  1902  from  a  part  of  Arap- 
ahoe county.  Parts  of  it  were  annexed 
to  Washington  and  Yuma  counties  in 
1903,  and  in  1909  a  part  of  Denver 
county  was  added.  Long's  expedition 
crossed  the  northwestern  corner  of 
what  is  now  Adams  county,  in  1820. 
Numerous  other  exploring  and  pros- 
pecting expeditions  followed  this  same 
route  along  the  South  Platte  river  pre- 
vious to  the  discovery  of  gold  in  1859, 
The  early  gold  seekers  wasted  compar- 
atively little  time  in  Adams  county, 
though  some  prospecting  was  done  for 
placer  gold  in  the  sands  of  the  Platte 
river  north  of  the  present  location  of 
Denver.  A  few  temporary  camps  were 
established  by  gold  seekers  south  of 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Brighton 
in  the  early  60's,  but  no  permanent 
settlements  were  made.  The  agri- 
cultural development  of  the  western 
part  of  the  county  began  in  the  late 
80's.  The  prairie  lands  in  the  east  were 
utilized  for  grazing  purposes  and  agri- 
cultural development  here  was  slower 
than  in  districts  further  east,  because 
the  rainfall  here  is  somewhat  lighter 
than  it  is  in  the  extreme  eastern  part 
of  the  state. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Platte  river 
flows  across  the  extreme  western  end 
of  the  county  and  most  of  the  irrigated 
land  lies  in  this  district.  The  broad 
valley  of  the  river  here  is  very  fertile, 
the  soil  being  principally  a  sandy  loam 
of  great  depth.  In  the  eastern  part  the 
surface  is  generally  level,  with  numer- 
ous creek  valleys  extending  across  it 
north  and  south.  The  soil  is  prin- 
cipally a  sandy  loam  with  occasional 
patches  of  adobe  and  gumbo.  In  a  few 
sections  there  is  too  much  sand  for  suc- 
cessful farming  operations.  The  creek 
valleys,  before  referred  to,  are  very 
fertile  and  in  recent  years  have  proved 
to  be  wonderfully  productive  agricul- 
tural areas,  chief  of  them  being  the 
Kiowa  and  Bijou  valleys.  There  is  no 
detailed  soil  survey  of  this  area  avail- 
able. 


Population — The  population  of  the 
county  in  1910  was  8,892.  The  present 
population  is  about  12,500'.  In  1910  the 
foreign-born  population  was  22.7  per 
cent  of  the  total.  The  principal  for- 
eign nationalities  were  Italian,  German, 
Swedish  and  Greek.  Most  of  the  for- 
eigners live  in  the  western  end  of  the 
county,  being  employed  in  the  city  of 
Denver  or  on  irrigated  farms  and  mar- 
ket gardens  in  this  district. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
county  lies  wholly  in  the  South  Platte 
watershed.  The  South  Platte  river 
crosses  the  western  end  and  its  prin- 
cipal tributaries  are  Box  Elder  creek, 
Kiowa  creek.  Bijou  creek,  and  Badger 
creek,  all  of  which  rise  near  the  Arkan- 
sas divide  further  south,  and  flow  al- 
most due  north.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  vary- 
ing from  15  feet  to  150 -feet,  with  an 
average  of  75  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  general  farming,  market  gardening, 
stockraising,  dairying,  stockfeeding 
and  manufacturing.  Dairying  is  car- 
ried on  extensively  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county  near  Denver  and  along 
the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  as 
far  east  as  Strasburg.  Market  garden- 
ing is  followed  principally  in  the  terri- 
tory immediately  surrounding  the  city 
of  Denver.  The  irrigated  area  is  con- 
fined principally  to  the  western  end  of 
the  county.  Development  of  farming 
without  irrigation  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  has  been  rapid  in  the 
past  decade,  especially  in  the  valleys 
of  the  various  creeks  mentioned  be- 
fore. Stockraising  is  also  an  important 
industry  in  this  section  of  the  county. 
The  principal  manufacturing  enter- 
prise in  the  county  is  a  beet  sugar  fac- 
tory located  at  Brighton.  There  are 
two  large  canning  and  pickle  factories 
located  here,  also  a  cheese  factory, 
an  alfalfa  meal  mill  and  other  small 
manufacturing  establishments. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  sugar  beets, 
wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  corn,  potatoes, 
pinto  beans  and  garden  vegetables; 
peas,  snap  beans,  cucumbers  and  like 
crops  grown  for  canning  purposes. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  rather  extensively 
used  for  the  manufacture  of  brick; 
coal,  building  sand,  gravel  and  build- 
ing stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  about  696,000  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
approximately  86  per  cent  of  the  total 
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area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  county  assessor,  89,341 
acres  was  being  farmed  under  irriga- 
tion, 434,769  acres  was  classed  as  non- 
irrigated  farm  land  and  165,390  acres 
as  grazing  land.  The  remainder  of  the 
privately-owned  land  is  principally 
town  and  city  lots  and  railroad  rights 
of  way.  Irrigated  land  sells  at  from 
$100  to  $200  an  acre,  and  nonirrigated 
land  at  from  $18  to  $40  an  acre.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  there  was 
about  25,500  acres  of  state  land  in 
the  county,  most  of  which  is  suitable 
for  cultivation  and  may  be  purchased 
through  the  state  land  board  on  favor- 
able terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
40  acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  consisting  of  small 
isolated  tracts  of  little  value  for  farm- 
ing purposes. 

Transportation— The  Kansas  City 
branch  of  the.  Union  Pacific  railroad 
runs  along  the  south  boundary  of  the 
county  from  Denver  east  to  Strasburg, 
thence  south  and  east  through  Arap- 
ahoe, Elbert,  Lincoln  and  Cheyenne 
counties  into  Kansas.  The  Union 
Pacific  runs  north  along  the  Platte 
river  by  w^ay  of  Brighton,  the  county- 
seat,  and  the  Burlington  railroad  runs 
northeast  only  a  few  miles  east  of  the 
Union  Pacific.  A  branch  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  runs  directly  north 
from  Denver  through  the  irrigated  dis- 
trict in  the  western  part  of  the  county. 
The  Denver,  Laramie  &  Northwestern 
railroad,  recently  acquired  by  the  Great 
Western  Sugar  company,  runs  north 
along  the  west  bank  of  the  Platte 
river  from  Elm  to  Brighton  and  north 
into  Weld  county.  The  Colorado  & 
Southern  road  to  Boulder  passes 
through  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county. 

Highways— The  principal  state  high- 
ways passing  through  this  county  to 
Denver  are  the  Limon  road,  which  con- 
nects with  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean 
to  Ocean  highway  at  Limon,  and 
the  Denver  -  Greeley  -  Cheyenne  road, 
which  follows  the  Platte  river  north 
from  Denver  through  the  county. 
There  are  numerous  other  important 
highways  leading  into  Denver  through 
the  western  part  of  the  county.  In 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  the 
roads  are  not  in  good  condition  at 
present,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  land 
is  being  rapidly  fenced  to  prevent 
stock  from  destroying  crops  and 
travelers  are  forced  to  follow  the  sec- 
tion lines,  abandoning  routes  that  have 
in  the  past  been  used  as  roads.  The 
county  commissioners  have  laid  out 
many  new  roads  for  this  distri(;t,  which 
will  give  Adams  county  one  of  the  !>««* 


highway  systems  in  the  state.  Numer- 
ous north  and  south  roads  are  being 
constructed  to  connect  with  the  Mor- 
gan and  Adams  county  road  on  the 
north,  the  Irondale  road  in  the  center 
and  the  Limon  road  in  the  south,  mak- 
ing all  parts  of  the  county  easily  ac- 
cessible. 

Educational — There  are  80  public 
district  schools  in  the  county,  employ- 
ing 118  teachers.  There  are  three 
highschools  having  a  full  four-year 
course,  located  at  Brighton,  Aurora 
and  Adams  City.  The  schools  at  Ben- 
nett  and  Strasburg  give  two  years  of 
highschool  work  and  that  at  Westmin- 
ster one  year.  There  is  one  con- 
solidated school,  recently  organized, 
located  at  Eastlake.  Westminster 
college  is  located  at  Westminster,  a 
few  miles  north  of  Denver. 

Cllmatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  city 
of  Denver,  which  is  well  known 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  gen- 
erally mild  and  equable  and  not  sub- 
ject to  extreme  temperatures  either 
in  the  winter  or  summer.  The  average 
temperature  in  the  eastern  part  is 
somewhat  higher  than  that  in  the 
west.  The  summers  are  moderately 
long  and  the  percentage  of  sunshine 
is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the 
country  as  a  whole.  The  average  an- 
nual rainfall  varies  from  13  to  15 
inches,  being  heaviest  in  the  extreme 
western  part.  It  is  usually  heaviest 
in  the  spring  and  early  summer  and 
about  three-fourths  of  it  comes  be- 
tween April  1  and  October  1.  In  the 
eastern  part,  where  farming  without 
irrigation  is  largely  followed,  the  rain- 
fall is  generally  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
duction of  such  crops  as  are  best 
adapted  to  this  locality.  The  most  re- 
liable crops  are  forage  crops,  pinto 
beans  and  other  drought-resistant 
products. 

Tourist  Attractions — Thousands  of 
automobile  tourists  travel  annually 
over  the  automobile  roads  leading 
through  this  country  into  Denver. 
There  is  comparatively  little  natural 
scenery  here  of  interest  to  the  tour- 
ist, but  the  county  derives  considerable 
benefit  from  the  heavy  automobile 
travel  to  the  mountainous  districts 
further  west. 

Cities  and  Towns— Brighton,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  city,  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Platte  valley,  on  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  near  the  north- 
western corner  of  the  county.  It  is  a 
I)rosi)erous  agricultural  ronter  and  is 
growing  rapidly.  Within  the  past  year 
a  large  sugar  beet  fa<^torv  and  a  large 
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canning  and  pickle  factory  have  been 
put  in  operation  here.  Few  cities  in 
Colorado  have  grown  more  rapidly  in 
the  past  five  years  than  Brighton. 
Other  important  towns  in  the  irrigated 
districts  are  Henderson,  Hazeltine, 
Derby,  Celeryvale,  Welby,  Westmin- 
ster and  Eastlake,  located  on  the  vari- 
ous railroads  immediately  north  of 
Denver.  The  principal  towns  in  the 
nonirrigated  districts  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  are  Bennett 
and  Watkins,  located  on  the  Union  Pa- 
cific  railroad.  There  are  a  number  of 
small  inland  towns  of  growing  im- 
portance in  the  northern  and  eastern 
parts  of  the  county.  About  one-half 
of  the  town  of  Aurora  lies  in  Adams 
county. 

Special  Opportunities  —  There  has 
been  rapid  and  successful  development 
of  nonirrigated  farming  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  in  the  past  half 
dozen  years.  There  is  perhaps  300,000 
acres  of  arable  land  in  the  county  not 
yet  broken,  all  of  which  has  good  soil 
and  offers  much  the  same  opportunity 
for  development  as  the  nonirrigated 
land  now  in  cultivation  offered  a  few 
years  ago.  Although  the  rainfall  here 
is  not  so  heavy  as  in  some  of  the  non- 
irrigated  districts  further  east,  it  is 
generally  ample  for  producing  good 
crops  where  proper  agricultural  meth- 
ods are  followed.  Those  who  are  best 
informed  regarding  the  agricultural 
possibilities  of  this  county  are  con- 
vinced that  within  10  years  fully  60 
per  cent  of  the  area  of  the  county  will 
be  successfully  cultivated  and  that 
ultimately  75  per  cent  of  it  will  be 
farmed. 


ALAMOSA   COUNTY 

General  Description — Alamosa  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  south-central  part  of  the 
state,  in  the  heart  of  the  San  Luis 
valley.  In  outline  it  is  an  irregular 
pentagon,  with  an  extreme  length,  east 
and  west,  of  30  miles,  and  an  extreme 
width,  north  and  south,  of  27  miles.  Its 
area  is  approximately  500,000  acres,  or 
about  one-fourth  less  than  the  area  of 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  sur- 
face is  generally  level  except  in  the 
northeast,  where  it  rises  into  broken 
hills  which  culminate  in  the  two  mas- 
sive peaks,  Old  Baldy  and  Sierra 
Blanca,  on  the  boundary  line  between 
Alamosa  and  Costilla  counties.  The 
altitude  ranges  from  about  7,300  feet 
in  the  south  to  above  14,000  feet  at  the 
summits  of  the  peaks  on  the  northeast- 
ern boundary. 

Early  History — The  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Alamosa  county  was  perhaps 


visited  by  those  Spanish  explorers  who 
are  said  to  have  found  gold  near  the 
present  site  of  Fort  Blanca,  Costilla 
county,  in  160O.  The  early  attempts  at 
colonization  in  Costilla  county,  how- 
ever, did  not  extend  into  what  is  now 
Alamosa  county.  Early  in  1807,  after 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  scale  Pikes 
peak,  Captain  Zebulon  Pike's  expedi- 
tion crossed  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range,  skirted  the  base  of  Sierra 
Blanca  and  camped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  near  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Alamosa.  Captain  Pike's  diary 
contains  the  first  authentic  record  of 
any  American  traveler  in  this  terri- 
tory. Numerous  exploring  parties  at 
various  times,  including  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, followed  the  Rio  Grande  river 
through  this  county  in  their  search  for 
gold  further  west.  The  town  of  Ala- 
mosa was  founded  in  1878.  The  county 
of  Alamosa  is  the  youngest  in  the  state, 
having  been  created  by  the  state  legis- 
lature in  1913  from  parts  of  Conejos 
and  Costilla  counties. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
very  level,  except  in  the  extreme  north- 
east. The  soil  in  general  is  a  sandy 
loam  of  great  depth  and  wonderful 
fertility,  with  occasional  patches  of 
coarser  gravelly  soil.  Most  of  the  area 
was  at  one  time  included  in  the  bed  of 
a  great  lake,  and  the  soil  is  made  up 
chiefly  of  silt  and  other  matter  de- 
posited from  its  waters.  There  is  an  ex- 
cess of  alkali  in  the  soil  in  some  parts 
of  the  county  but  drainage  and  other 
projects  are  now  under  way  which 
promise  successfully  to  carry  off  or 
neutralize  the  harmful  salts.  The  only 
soil  survey  available  is  a  general  sur- 
vey of  the  San  Luis  valley,  made  by  the 
bureau  of  soils  of  the  United  States  de- 
partment of  agriculture,  and  published 
in  1904. 

Population — Since  Alamosa  county- 
was  not  created  until  1913  there  are  no 
data  available  giving  the  population 
for  1910.  The  population  at  the  be- 
ginning of  1919  was  approximately 
6.500,  of  which  about  4,000  is  urban, 
living  in  the  city  of  Alamosa.  The  per- 
centage of  foreign-born  inhabitants  is 
small,  probably  less  than  six  per  cent, 
though  no  accurate  data  are  available. 
A  good  many  of  the  early  settlers  were 
Mexicans  and  there  are  now  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Spanish-speaking 
people  in  the  county. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Rio  Grande  river  flows  through  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  county,  and 
with  its  tributaries  furnishes  the 
drainage  and  water  supply  for  irriga- 
tion. This  stream  and  the  various 
small  tributaries  in  the  county  carry  a 
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good  supply  of  water  the  year  round, 
sufficient  for  the  watering  of  all  ir- 
rigable land.  Reservoirs  impound  con- 
siderable water  for  use  during  the 
drier  parts  of  the  summer.  Water  for 
domestic  purposes  is  obtained  chiefly 
from  artesian  wells,  the  flow  being 
reached  at  depths  ranging  from  100  to 
600  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing,  dairying,  and  manufacturing.  Con- 
ditions in  this  county  are  especially  fa- 
vorable for  stockfeeding,  because  of  the 
open  winters,  excellent  water  supply, 
abundance  of  feed  crops  and  good  rail- 
way facilities,  and  the  number  of  cattle 
and  sheep  fattened  annually  for 
market  is  increasing  steadily.  The 
town  of  Alamosa  is  an  important  rail- 
road center  and  has  large  shops  for 
the  fourth  division  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railroad  system,  which  af- 
ford employment  for  a  considerable 
number  of  people.  This  is  also  an  im- 
portant retail  merchandise  center  and 
is  beginning  to  handle  considerable 
jobbing  business.  The  dairy  industry 
has  been  growing  steadily  for  several 
years,  and  the  city  of  Alamosa  might 
still  afford  a  market  for  considerably 
more  milk  than  is  being  produced  in 
the  county. 

Crops— The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, wild  hay,  other  hays,  field  peas, 
potatoes,  cabbage  and  other  garden 
crops;  barley,  oats,  wheat,  and  various 
root  crops  used  for  stock  feed. 

Mineral  Resources — The  county  has 
few  known  mineral  resources.  Con- 
siderable deposits  of  clay  exist,  which 
have  been  utilized  to  some  extent  for 
brick  making.  Building  sand  is  found 
in  abundance  and  there  is  some  stone 
of  comparatively  little  commercial 
value  at  present.  Salts  of  sodium  and 
potassium  are  found  in  considerable 
quantities  but  have  not  been  commer- 
cially developed. 

Land  Values — There  is  approximate- 
ly 305,000  acres  of  privately-owned 
land  in  the  county,  or  about  60  per  cent 
of  the  total  area.  The  records  of  the 
county  assessor  show  that  about  21,000 
acres  of  this  is  being  farmed  under 
irrigation  and  37,000  acres  is  classed 
as  natural  hay  land,  most  of  which  is 
irrigated.  The  amount  of  dry  farming 
land  is  placed  at  105,000  acres  and 
grazing  land  at  139,131  acres.  Much 
of  the  land  now  included  in  these  two 
classes  will  ultimately  be  cultivated 
under  irrigation.  Irrigated  land  with 
good  water  right  may  be  obtained  in 
this  county  at  prices  ranging  from  $35 
to   $150  an   acre,   the  price  depending 


upon  location,  character  of  soil,  im- 
provements and  various  local  condi- 
tions. Nonirrigated  land,  much  of 
which  will  ultimately  be  placed  under 
irrigation,  may  be  purchased  at  from 
$8  to  $30  an  acre.  At  the  beginning 
of  1919  there  was  about  45,000  acres 
of  state  land  in  the  county,  much  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming.  On  July 
1,  1918,  there  was  60,347  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
most  of  which  is  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes. 

Transportation — The  principal  stand- 
ard gauge  railroad  line  is  that  enter- 
ing the  county  from  the  east,  running 
from  Denver  and  Pueblo  to  Alamosa. 
A  standard  gauge  line,  known  as  the 
San  Luis  Valley  branch,  runs  north- 
west through  the  valley  from  Alamosa 
to  its  terminus  at  Creede.  Another 
line,  narrow  gauge,  leads  southward 
from  Alamosa  to  Antonito,  Conejos 
county,  where  it  branches,  one  line 
running  westward  to  Durango  and  the 
other  directly  south  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 
Another  narrow  gauge  line  runs  north- 
ward from  Alamosa  through  the  valley 
to  a  connection  with  the  main  line  at 
Salida.  All  these  roads  belong  to  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  system,  center- 
ing at  Alamosa,  which  is  the  headquar- 
ters of  what  is  known  as  the  fourth 
division  of  this  system.  They  make 
Alamosa  the  principal  railroad  center 
in  the  San  Luis  valley  and  one  of  the 
most  active  railroad  towns  in  the  state. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Spanish  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows the  standard  gauge  line  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  east  and  west 
across  the  county.  Another  state 
highway  leads  southward  along  the  Rio 
Grande  road  to  Antonito,  and  another 
westward  from  Alamosa  to  the  mining 
camps  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Rio 
Grande  county.  These,  with  numerous 
county  roads,  afford  ample  routes  for 
the  transportation  of  farm  products  to 
market. 

Educational — There  are  14  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  47 
teachers.  The  towns  of  Alamosa  and 
Hooper  have  highschools  offering  a 
full  four-year  course.  Mosca  offers  two 
years  of  highschool  work  and  the  Stan- 
ley school  in  consolidated  district  No. 
2  in  the  western  part  of  the  county 
gives  one  year  of  highschool  work.  In 
addition  to  the  Stanley  school  there 
are  consolidated  schools  at  Hooper 
and  Mosca.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — Except  in  the 
extreme  northeast  the  average  annual 
rainfall  varies  from  7  to  10  inches.    In 
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the  higher  land  near  Sierra  Blanca 
the  precipitation  is  heavier,  varying 
from  10  to  21  inches.  The  climate  is 
ideal,  the  summers  somewhat  shorter 
than  in  the  lower  altitudes  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  state  and  the  winters 
open. 

Cities  and  Towns — Alamosa,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  principal  town  in  the 
San  Luis  valley.  Its  population  in 
1910  was  3,013  and  at  present  it  is 
about  4,000.  Other  towns  are  Hooper 
and  Mosca,  north  of  Alamosa  on  the 
Denver  and  Rio  Grande  railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is 
much  undeveloped  agricultural  land  in 
this,  as  in  all  San  Luis  valley  counties, 
so  that  the  principal  opportunities  are 
for  agricultural  development.  Since 
Alamosa  is  the  chief  distributing  cen- 
ter for  the  valley,  good  opportunities 
will  be  offered  in  the  various  business 
and  professional  lines  as  the  agricul- 
tural lands  of  the  valley  are  further 
developed. 


ARAPAHOE  COUNTY 

General  Description — Arapahoe  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  a  portion  of  its  western  bound- 
ary being  formed  by  the  city  of  Den- 
ver. It  is  an  irregular  rectangle,  72 
miles  long  and  12  miles  wide.  Its 
area  is  538,880  acres,  or  about  140,000 
acres  less  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  surface  is  prin- 
cipally a  level  plateau  and  the  altitude 
varies  from  4,600  feet  in  the  north- 
east to  about  5,600  feet  in  the  extreme 
southwest. 

Early  History — Early  visitors  to 
Colorado  frequently  crossed  the  west- 
ern corner  of  what  is  now  Arapahoe 
county  along  the  Platte  river  valley. 
The  Long  expedition  traveled  this  way 
in  1820.  Trappers  and  hunters  fre- 
quently crossed  this  area  but  no  set- 
tlements were  made  until  late  in  the 
50's.  In  1858  Green  Russell,  with  a 
party  of  prospectors,  began  the  search 
for  gold  along  the  various  streams  in 
this  territory  and  in  July  James  H. 
Pierce,  a  member  of  this  party, 
panned  out  $100  worth  of  gold  dust 
from  a  sandbar  near  the  mouth  of 
Cherry  creek.  This  was  the  first  im- 
portant discovery  of  gold  in  Colorado. 
The  news  of  the  find  spread  rapidly 
and  within  a  year  thousands  of  fortune 
hunters  had  crossed  "The  Great 
American  Desert"  for  the  gold  fields  of 
what  is  known  as  the  Pikes  Peak 
region.  Arapahoe  county  has  never 
found  a  permanent  place  in  the  statis- 
tics of  gold  production,  for  Green  Rus- 
sell and  his  party  evidently  collected 


all  there  was  in  the  sands  of  the  Platte 
river  and  its  tributary  streams.  The 
prairies  of  this  county  were  the  pas- 
ture grounds  for  large  herds  of  cattle 
during  the  70's  and  early  80''s.  Within 
the  past  decade  farming  without  irri- 
gation has  been  developed  rapidly  in 
this  territory  and  grazing  of  large 
herds  of  cattle  has  become  a  thing 
of  the  past.  The  county  was  one  of 
the  original  17  counties  in  Colorado 
territory  as  organized  in  1861.  It  was 
originally  much  larger  than  it  is  now, 
having  extended  at  one  time  to  the 
Kansas  line.  Parts  of  it  were  taken 
to  form  Adams  and  Denver  counties 
in  1902  and  Washington  and  Yuma 
counties  in  1903. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  a 
rolling  prairie  except  in  the  extreme 
southwest,  where  there  is  a  small  area 
of  broken,  hilly  land.  It  is  crossed  by 
the  narrow  valleys  of  numerous 
streams  flowing  north  to  the  Platte 
river.  The  soil  is  principally  a  sandy 
loam  with  occasional  patches  of  adobe 
and  gumbo.  In  some  sections  there  is 
too  much  sand  for  successful  farming, 
although  such  areas  are  generally 
very  small.  The  soil  is  generally  very 
fertile  and  yields  readily  to  cultivation. 
No  soil  survey  of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  10,263.  At  present  it  is  about 
15,800.  In  1910  the  foreign-born  white 
people  made  up  16.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  population.  The  principal  for- 
eign nationalities  are  German,  English, 
Swedish  and  Canadian. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
county  lies  in  the  South  Platte  water- 
shed, the  South  Platte  river  crossing 
the  extreme  western  end.  Numerous 
creeks  have  their  sources  near  the 
Arkansas  divide  to  the  south  and  flow 
north  across  the  county  to  the  Platte 
river.  Chief  among  these  are  the  Box 
Elder,  Kiowa,  Bijou,  Badger  and  Big 
Beaver  creeks.  None  of  these  creeks 
carries  any  reliable  supply  of  water 
for  irrigation.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  ranging 
from  12  to  40  feet  in  the  eastern  end 
of  the  county,  and  from  40  to  800  feet 
in  the  western  part.  Wells  350  feet 
deep  or  more  usually  are  artesian. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying,  stockraising  and 
manufacturing.  There  is  considerable 
irrigated  land  in  the  western  end  of 
the  county  and  farming  has  long  been 
followed  here  successfully.  In  the 
eastern  part  the  creek  valleys  have 
been  farmed  for  a  good  many  years, 
but  it  is  only  recently  that  the  higher 
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lauds  lying  between  these  creeks  have 
been  broken  and  placed  under  culti- 
vation. Agricultural  operations  here 
have  been  generally  successful.  Dairy- 
ing has  been  followed  rather  extensive- 
ly in  the  territory  immediately  tribu- 
tary to  Denver  for  a  great  many  years. 
More  recently  it  has  been  extended  into 
the  western  section  of  the  county,  espe- 
cially along  the  line  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad.  Manufacturing  is 
confined  principally  to  Englewood,  Lit- 
tleton and  points  immediately  about 
the  city  of  Denver. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  corn, 
potatoes,  milo,  kafir  and  other  forages, 
pinto  beans  and  garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  utilized  to  a  consid- 
erable extent  for  the  manufacturing  of 
brick;  building  sand,  gravel  and  build- 
ing stone. 

Land  Values — The  records  of  the 
county  assessor  show  486.317  acres  of 
I)rivately-owned  land  in  the  county  at 
the  beginning  of  1919,  or  approximately 
90  per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of  this 
amount  about  39,000  acres  is  irrigated 
land,  375,000  acres  is  classed  as  non- 
irrigated  farming  land  and  67,400'  acres 
as  grazing  land.  Most  of  the  land  in 
the  last  named  classes  is  suitable  for 
cultivation  and  ultimately  perhaps  75 
per  cent  of  it  will  be  farmed.  At  the 
beginning  of  1919  there  was  14,780 
acres  of  state  land  in  the  county, 
nearly  all  of  which  is  suitable  for  farm- 
ing and  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  on  reasonable  terms. 
On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  160  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry  in  the  county,  consisting  of  small 
isolated  tracts  of  comparatively  little 
value.  Irrigated  land  sells  here  at 
from  $100  to  $200  an  acre,  depending 
chiefly  on  location  and  character  of 
improvements.  Nonirrigated  land  sells 
at  from  $18  to  $40  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Kansas  City 
branch  of  the  Union  Pacific  railway 
runs  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  county  from  Denver  to  Strasburg, 
thence  southeast  across  the  county 
into  IClbert  county.  A  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railway  runs 
southeast  from  Denver  into  Douglas 
and  Elbert  counties.  The  main  lines  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  Colorado  & 
Southern  and  Santa  Fe  railways  be- 
tween Denver  and  Pueblo  cross  the  ex- 
treme western  end  of  the  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Limon  road,  which  follows 
in  g(!norMl  the  course  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railway  through  the  county.  In 
the  western   part  there  are  numeron;? 


well  improved  state  highways  leading 
into  the  city  of  Denver.  In  the  east- 
ern part  the  county  roads  are  fairly 
well  improved  and  are  ample  to  take 
care  of  the  present  agricultural  de- 
velopment. 

Educational — There  are  52  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  92 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Englew^ood 
and  Littleton  offer  a  full  four-year 
highschool  course.  There  is  a  con- 
solidated school  at  Englewood,  a  cen- 
tralized school  at  Deer  Trail.  There 
are  no  private  schools  or  colleges  in 
the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
county  of  Denver,  which  is  well  known 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  com- 
paratively dry,  with  a  high  percentage 
of  sunshine,  and  is  extremely  health- 
ful. The  rainfall  varies  from  13  inches 
to  16  inches,  being  heaviest  in  the  ex- 
treme southwest  corner.  It  varies  con- 
siderably from  year  to  year  but  is  al- 
most always  ample  for  the  production 
o^  crops  best  suited  for  this  territory. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  heavy 
automobile  tourist  travel  during  the 
summer  season,  principally  bound  for 
the  city  of  Denver  and  for  the  moun- 
tainous areas  further  west.  There  are 
few  points  of  scenic  interest  within 
the  county  but  considerable  local  bene- 
fit is  derived  from  the  heavy  travel 
to  points  beyond. 

Cities  and  Towns — Littleton,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  on  the  Santa  Fe, 
Colorado  &  Southern  and  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railways,  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  county.  It  is  the  center 
of  the  principal  irrigated  farming  dis- 
trict. Englewood,  just  south  of  the 
city  of  Denver,  is  the  principal  town. 
Other  towns  are  Sullivan  and  Melvin 
on  the  Colorado  &  Southern  railway, 
Deertrail.  Byers.  Strasburg  and  Peoria 
on  the  Union  Pacific. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  pos- 
sibly 250,000  acres  of  arable  land  in 
this  county  that  has  never  been  broken. 
Although  it  lies  close  to  the  city  of 
Denver,  agricultural  development  has 
been  slow  here  for  the  reason  that 
the  i-ainfall  has  been  slightly  less  than 
in  sections  further  east,  and  it  was 
formerly  thought  that  crops  could  not 
be  successfully  grown  without  irriga- 
tion. Exi)erience  of  the  past  10  years 
has  shown,  however,  that  the  adoption 
of  proper  methods  of  farming  and  the 
selection  of  crops  adapted  to  the  soil 
and  climate  insure  at  least  moderately 
profitable  returns  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil.  Dairying  is  usually 
carried  on  in  connection  with  general 


Arapahoe — Archuleta 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


45 


farming  and  is  made  the  basis  of  opera- 
tions for  the  reason  that  forage  crops 
suitable  for  feeding  to  dairy  cattle 
make  the  best  yields  here  from  one 
year  to  another.  Approximately  thir- 
teen per  cent  of  the  total  area  of 
Arapahoe  county  was  under  cultivation 
in  1918,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion available.  Though  the  cultivated 
acreage  has  been  increased  substan- 
tially in  1919  there  is  still  a  very  large 
amount  of  arable  land  in  the  county 
that  has  never  been  broken.  It  is  only 
within  the  past  half  dozen  years  that 
farming  has  been  undertaken  on  a  large 
scale  in  the  nonirrigated  lands  of  the 
county,  and  the  success  that  has  at- 
tended these  operations  promises  much 
for  further  development  in  this  direc- 
tion. Pinto  beans  and  forage  crops 
give  the  most  reliable  returns,  but 
corn  and  small  grain  do  well.  Dairy 
farming  is  increasing  steadily  in  im- 
portance in  the  nonirrigated  districts 
and  promises  to  become  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  the  county. 


ARCHULETA  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Archuleta 
county  is  located  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  state,  the  southern  bound- 
ary being  formed  by  the  state  of  New 
Mexico  and  the  eastern  boundary  by 
the  main  range  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. It  is  rectangular  in  outline 
with  an  extreme  length,  east  and  west, 
of  about  60  miles,  and  an  extreme 
width  of  about  33  miles.  Its  area  is 
780,800  acres,  or  about  100.000  acres 
greater  than  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  surface  is  mountainous  in  the 
north  and  east  and  the  southwest  is 
broken  by  numerous  narrow  valleys, 
containing  a  limited  amount  of  arable 
land.  The  altitude  varies  from  about 
6,000  feet  in  the  extreme  southwest  to 
about  14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  peaks  on  the  eastern 
boundary. 

Early  History — The  first  known 
white  explorers  in  the  territory  now 
included  in  Archuleta  county  were 
Spaniards,  who  came  in  1776.  The 
only  evidence  remaining  from  their 
visit  is  the  large  number  of  Spanish 
names  for  mountains,  rivers,  etc.,  in 
this  territory.  When  Colorado  terri- 
tory was  organized  in  1861,  what  is 
now  Archuleta  county  was  included  in 
Conejos  county.  Archuleta  county 
was  organized  in  1885,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  J.  M.  Archuleta,  then  a 
prominent  citizen  of  old  Conejos 
county. 


Surface  and  Soil — There  is  little 
arable  land  in  the  county,  except  in 
the  southwest,  where  the  San  Juan 
river  and  several  of  its  tributaries 
have  cut  numerous  narrow  and  com- 
paratively level  valleys.  The  soil  of 
these  valleys  is  a  deep  fertile  loam 
made  up  principally  from  the  weather- 
ing of  rocks  in  the  mountains  above. 
Numerous  mountain  valleys  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  produce  an 
abundance  of  fine  natural  hay.  The 
northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
county  are  extremely  rugged  and  have 
been  but  little  explored.  No  detailed 
soil  survey  of  this  territory  is  avail- 
able. 

Population — In  1910  the  population 
of  the  county  was  3,302.  The  popula- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  1919  was  esti- 
mated at  4,100.  In  1910,  according  to 
the  census  bureau,  94.6  per  cent  of 
the  population  was  native  whites,  and 
the  percentage  is  perhaps  about  the 
same  today.  There  are  a  few  Spanish 
speaking  people  in  the  settlements 
near  the  southern  border.  The  popu- 
lation is  entirely  rural,  there  being  no 
town  in  the  county  having  more  than 
1,000  people. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
headwaters  of  the  San  Juan  river  are 
in  the  San  Juan  mountains  in  this 
county  and  Mineral  county,  and  nu- 
merous tributaries  to  this  stream  have 
their  sources  in  the  mountains  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  The  rain- 
fall here  is  extremely  heavy  and  these 
streams  carry  an  abundance  of  water 
the  year  round.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  is  obtained  from  these 
streams,  from  numerous  lakes  and  nat- 
ural springs,  and  in  some  sections 
from  wells.  Underground  water  for 
domestic  purposes  is  found  at  depths 
ranging  from  10  to  100  feet.  Farming 
under  irrigation  is  carried  on  to  a 
limited  extent  in  the  valleys  and  there 
is  plenty  of  water  available  for  all 
lands  suitable  for  cultivation. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  stockraising,  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. There  has  been  considerable 
])rospecting  for  minerals  in  the  county, 
but  no  development  worthy  of  note  has 
taken  place,  chiefly  because  of  the 
remoteness  of  the  mineralized  district 
from  lines  of  transportation.  There 
are  extensive  coal  deposits  in  the 
western  part,  which  have  been  but 
little  developed.  Lumbering  in  the 
past  has  been  the  leading  industry  of 
the  county  and  is  still  being  followed 
extensively  in  the  territory  along  the 
Rio  Grande  railroad. 
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Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  small  grain,  po- 
tatoes and  garden  vegetables.  There 
is  some  tree  fruit  and  small  fruit  is 
plentiful. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  gold,  silver,  lead,  copper, 
zinc,  clays,  granite,  sandstone  and  a 
wide  variety  of  other  stones.  There 
has  been  no  mineral  development 
worthy  of  note. 

Timber — Excellent  pine  and  spruce 
timber  is  to  be  found  in  nearly  all  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  Cedar  and  pinon 
are  found  in  the  south  and  west. 

Land  Values — The  report  of  the 
county  assessor  shows  that  there  w^as 
275,121  acres  of  patented  land  in  the 
county  at  the  beginning  of  1919,  or 
approximately  35  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount  about  10,000 
acres  was  being  farmed  under  irriga- 
tion, 8,300  was  classed  as  nonirrigated 
farming  land  and  241,000  acres  as  graz- 
ing land.  At  the  beginning  of  1919 
there  was  approximately  18,500  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in  the 
county,  a  considerable  amount  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  72,575  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  most  of  which  is  of  little  value 
except  for  grazing  purposes.  The 
national  forest  area  within  the  county 
is  396,948  acres,  in  which  is  included 
a  considerable  amount  of  fine  grazing 
land.  Irrigated,  land  in  this  county 
brings  from  $30  to  $12.5  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land,  which  is  suitable 
principally  for  grazing  purposes,  sells 
at  from  $5  to  $12  an  acre. 

Transportation  —  The  Durango 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad,  narrow  gauge,  crosses  the  ex- 
treme southeast  corner  of  the  county, 
runs  south  into  New  Mexico  and  then 
re-enters  the  county  near  the  town  of 
Juanita,  in  the  southwestern  part.  A 
branch  line  leaves  this  road  at  Pagosa 
Junction  and  runs  northward  to  Pagosa 
Springs,  the  countyseat. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
ways is  the  Spanish  Trail,  which  enters 
the  county  at  the  north  end  runs  south 
to  Pagosa  Springs  and  west  into  La 
Plata  county.  A  secondary  state  high- 
way runs  south  from  Pagosa  Springs 
to  Chama  and  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 
There  are  numerous  imperfectly  im- 
proved county  highways  in  the  south- 
western part,  but  in  most  sections 
there  is  comparatively  little  highway 
development. 

Educational — There  are  24  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  31 
teachers.       The     school     at     Pagosa 


Springs  offers  a  full  four-year  high- 
school  course,  and  those  at  Arboles 
and  Allison  each  offer  one  year  of  high- 
school  work.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatalogical  Data — The  rainfall  is 
extremely  varied.  In  the  southeast  it 
averages  about  14  inches  annually  but 
increases  rapidly  toward  the  nOirth 
and  east,  being  about  25  inches  along 
the  Continental  divide  on  the  eastern 
boundary.  The  climate  is  fairly  mild 
at  lower  altitudes  in  the  south,  but  is 
subject  to  extremely  low  temperatures 
in  the  high  altitudes  in  the  north  and 
east.  Snowfall  is  extremely  heavy  in 
the  San  Juan  mountains  along  the  east- 
ern boundary. 

Tourist  Attractions — The  opening  of 
the  Spanish  Trail  has  greatly  increased 
automobile  tourist  travel  to  this  terri- 
tory. The  road  passes  through  a  very 
picturesque  mountain  territory  and 
touches  Pagosa  Springs,  which  has 
been  an  important  resort  for  tourists 
and  health  seekers  for  a  good  many 
years  because  of  the  large  mineral 
springs  located  here.  The  water  in 
one  of  these  hot  springs  is  very  similar 
to  that  of  the  famous  Carlsbad 
Sprudel  springs.  A  large  area  of  pic- 
turesque mountain  territory  in  the 
east  and  in  the  northwest  is  almost 
wholly  without  highways  and,  there- 
fore, is  inaccessible  to  visitors.  Ex- 
cellent trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  all 
of  the  mountain  streams  and  consid- 
erable game  is  found  in  the  lower  re- 
gions of  the  San  Juan  mountains. 

Cities  and  Towns — Pagosa  Springs, 
the  countyseat,  is  the  principal  town. 
It  is  the  center  of  a  good  stockraising 
territory  and  an  important  outfitting 
point  for  campers,  hunters  and  fisher- 
men, Pagosa  Junction  is  an  important 
shipping  point  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad.  Other  towns  are 
Dyke,  a  shipping  point  on  the  Pagosa 
Springs  branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande,  and  Piedra,  a  small  town  on 
the  Spanish  Trail. 

Special  Opportunities  —  Opportuni- 
ties are  offered  here  for  development 
along  many  lines.  There  is  consider- 
able agricultural  land  not  yet  under 
cultivation  and  range  available  for 
pasturing  i)erhaps  twice  as  many  head 
of  livestock  as  are  now  being  fed.  The 
timber  resources  are  perhaps  better 
than  those  of  any  other  county  in  the 
state.  Large  areas  of  supposedly  min- 
eralized territory  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  parts  of  the  county  have  had 
but  little  prospecting  and  it  is  not  be- 
yond the  range  of  possibility  that  rich 
mineral  areas  may  be  opened  up  in 
this  region  at  some  future  time. 
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BACA  COUNTY 

General  Description — Baca  county 
lies  in  the  extreme  southeastern  cor- 
ner of  the  state,  being  bounded  on  the 
east  by  Kansas,  and  on  the  south  by 
Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico.  It  is  a 
regular  rectangle  55  miles  long,  east 
and  west,  and  44  miles  wide.  Its  area 
is  1,6^3,280  acres,  or  about  400,00'0 
acres  more  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Delaware.  It  is  a  comparatively  level 
plateau,  broken  by  a  low  range  of 
hills  in  the  south.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  3,800  feet  in  the  extreme 
east,  to  5,700  feet  in  the  southwest. 

Early  History — It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  Coronado  in  his  explora- 
tions of  the  west  and  southwest 
crossed  the  corner  of  what  is  now 
Baca  county,  in  1542.  Such  accounts 
of  his  travels  as  are  available  indi- 
cate that  his  course  lay  up  the  Cimar- 
ron river  over  a  portion  of  what  later 
became  the  Santa  Fe  Trail.  Early  in 
the  last  century  there  was  consid- 
able  travel  through  this  part  of  Colo- 
rado between  the  Missouri  river  and 
Santa  Fe.  The  old  Santa  Fe  Trail 
crossed  what  is  now  Baca  county, 
along  the  north  side  of  the  Cimarron 
river.  Three  granite  markers  now 
show  the  course  of  this  historic  trail 
through  Baca  county.  Although  travel 
here  was  considerable  there  were  no 
settlements  made  until  the  early  60's. 
For  some  twenty  years  isolated  ranch- 
ers made  their  homes  in  the  valleys 
of  streams  in  this  territory.  The  ac- 
tual settlement  of  the  county,  however, 
did  not  begin  until  1887,  when  there 
was  a  considerable  influx  of  stockmen 
and  some  farmers  to  this  part  of 
Colorado.  The  county  was  created  in 
1889  from  a  part  of  Las  Animas 
county. 

Surface  and  Soil — Baca  county  lies 
in  the  great  prairie  district  of  eastern 
Colorado.  The  suiTace  is  generally 
level,  with  narrow  valleys  of  numer- 
ous streams  traversing  it  east  and 
west.  It  rises  almost  imperceptibly 
from  the  east  toward  the  southwest. 
The  soil  is  principally  a  rich  alluvial 
loam  or  sandy  loam,  usually  chocolate 
colored.  In  the  south  and  southwest 
it  is  broken  by  a  range  of  low  sand 
hills.  It  is  suitable  for  cultivation  in 
most  districts  except  a  few  restricted 
areas  where  there  is  too  much  sand. 
No  soil  survey  of  this  county  is  avail- 
able. 

Population — There  has  been  a  great- 
er fluctuation  in  the  population  of  this 
county  than  in  that  of  any  other  agri- 
cultural district  in  Colorado.  Its  de- 
velopment began  early  in  the  60's,  the 


first  settlers  being  principally  stock- 
men. In  the  early  80's  the  first  real 
homeseekers  began  to  come  in  and 
take  up  free  government  lands,  de- 
priving the  stockmen  of  their  wide 
range.  In  1890,  one  year  after  the 
county  had  been  created  from  a  part 
of  Las  Animas  county,  the  population 
was  1,479.  Ten  years  later,  after  a 
series  of  dry  seasons  had  discouraged 
many  of  the  farmers,  the  census  bu- 
reau found  but  750  people  in  the 
county.  A  re-settlement  began  imme- 
diately afterward,  and  in  1910  the  pop- 
ulation was  2,516.  Since  that  time  per- 
haps no  section  of  Colorado  has  been 
developed  more  rapidly.  The  state 
provost  marshal,  in  making  his  calcula- 
tions as  a  basis  for  the  military  draft, 
estimated  the  population  of  Baca 
county,  in  1917,  at  14,582,  an  increase 
of  nearly  500  per  cent  in  seven  years. 
The  present  population  is  somewhat 
short  of  this  figure.  In  1910^  the  foreign- 
born  population  was  4.2  per  cent  of  the 
total.  It  is  somewhat  less  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
county  is  drained  by  numerous  small 
streams  which  have  their  sources 
either  in  the  western  part  of  this 
county  or  in  the  eastern  part  of  Las 
Animas  county,  and  flow  east  into 
Kansas.  The  principal  streams  are  the 
Cimarron  river.  Sand  Arroyo  creek. 
Bear  creek.  Horse  creek  and  Two 
Buttes  creek.  Most  of  these  streams 
have  their  sources  in  comparatively 
level  districts  where  the  rainfall  is 
only  moderate,  and  they  carry  but 
little  water  during  the  drier  parts  of 
the  summer.  Few  of  them  have  a 
supply  sufl^ciently  reliable  to  justify 
efforts  at  irrigation.  Water  for  domes- 
tic purposes  is  obtained  principally 
from  wells.  There  is  an  artesian  belt 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county, 
where  water  is  reached  at  about  350 
feet.  In  the  other  districts  water  is 
obtained  from  wells  by  pumping,  prin- 
cipally with  windmills,  and  is  reached 
at  depths  varying  from  30  feet  to  300 
feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming  and  stockraising.  Dairy- 
ing has  been  followed  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent and  is  growing  in  importance 
each  year.  There  has  been  some  min- 
ing in  the  southwestern  corner,  but 
the  mineral  deposits  here  have  had 
comparatively  little  development  be- 
cause of  remoteness  from  transporta- 
tion. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, native  hay,  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
rye,  corn,  beans,  broomcorn,  potatoes 
and  garden  vegetables. 
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Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  gravel,  silver,  copper, 
sand,  building  stone,  and  a  variety  of 
shales. 

Timber — There  is  some  small  timber 
in  the  southwestern  and  northwestern 
parts,  principally  cedar. 

Land  Values — On  January  1.  1919. 
there  was,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  county  assessor,  829,247  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
approximately  51  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount  804,020  acres 
is  classed  as  dry  farming  land,  24,787 
acres  as  grazing  land.  The  records  of 
the  county  assessor  show  no  irrigated 
land  in  the  county,  though  there  is 
approximately  13,000  acres  being  culti- 
vated under  irrigation  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Two  Buttes,  while  small  areas 
in  various  parts  of  the  county  are 
irrigated  partly  by  direct  flow  from 
streams  and  partly  by  water  pumped 
from  wells.  On  January  1,  1919,  there 
was  77,426  acres  of  state  land  in  the 
county,  most  of  which  is  suitable  for 
farming  and  may  be  purchased  through 
the  state  land  board  at  reasonable 
prices  and  on  very  favorable  terms. 
On  July  1,  1918.  there  was  56,532  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  a  small  amount  of  which  is  suit- 
able for  farming,  but  most  of  which 
is  suitable  only  for  grazing  purposes. 
Irrigated  land  in  this  county  sells  at 
from  $50  to  $150  an  acre  and  nonirri- 
gated  land  from  $8  to  $25  an  acre. 

Transportation — This  is  the  only 
county  in  Colorado  in  which  there  is 
no  railroad.  A  branch  of  the  Santa 
Fe  railroad  extends  west  to  Elkhart. 
Kansas,  about  six  miles  from  the  Baca 
county  line.  This  road  was  originally 
surveyed  to  extend  west  through  Baca 
and  Las  Animas  counties  to  Trinidad. 
More  recent  surveys  have  been  made 
for  a  branch  of  the  Santa  Fe  further 
north  through  the  central  part  of  the 
county  by  way  of  Springfield  and  west 
to  Trinidad.  Most  of  the  products  of 
the  county  are  moved  by  wagon  to 
Lamar  and  other  points  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Santa  Fe. 

Highways— The  Dallas-Canadian- 'Jen- 
ver  highway,  joining  the  Santa  Fe 
Trail  at  Lamar,  runs  north  and  south 
through  Haca  county.  This  is  the  most 
direct  route  connecting  Denver  with 
the  Cotton  Belt  road.  Another  state 
highway  runs  south  from  Holly  through 
the  eastern  part  of  Baca  county  to  the 
town  of  Lamport.  Numerous  county 
roads  are  more  or  less  imperfectly  de- 
veloped l)ut  usually  in  good  condition 
for  transportation  of  supplies  to  and 
from  the  farms. 


Educational — There  are  91  public 
district  schools  in  the  county.  The 
school  at  Springfield  offers  three  years 
of  highschool  work  and  those  at  Two 
Buttes  and  Stonington  have  a  two 
years  highschool  course.  There  are  no 
private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
perhaps  milder  than  that  of  any  other 
Colorado  county.  The  rainfall  in  the 
southwestern  part  varies  from  13  to 
15  inches.  In  the  remainder  of  the 
county,  including  about  three-fourths 
of  the  total  area  in  the  north  and 
west,  the  rainfall  varies  from  15  to  19 
inches.  Most  of  it  comes  during  the 
growing  season,  between  the  months 
of  April  and  October.  The  summers 
here  are  longer  than  in  most  other 
sections  of  Colorado  and  the  climate 
is  suitable  for  growing  many  crops 
that  are  not  produced  in  counties 
further  north.  The  winters  are  open 
and  very  favorable  for  the  feeding  of 
livestock. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  i«  con- 
siderable tourist  travel  through  the 
county  on  the  D-C-D  highway.  Al- 
though the  Santa  Fe  Trail  at  one  time 
passed  through  a  corner  of  the  county, 
the  road  known  now  as  the  Santa  Fe 
Trail  runs  further  north,  along  the 
valley  of  the  Arkansas  river.  There 
is  some  attractive  scenery  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  county  and 
the  construction  of  good  automobile 
roads  through  this  territory  would 
bring  in  thousands  of  tourists  an- 
nually. There  is  good  trout  fishing  in 
the  Two  Buttes  reservoir. 

Cities  and  Towns — Two  Buttes  is  in 
the  heart  of  the  only  large  body  of  irri- 
gated land  in  the  county  and  is  the 
principal  trading  station  for  the  en- 
tire northwest  section.  Springfield, 
the  countyseat  and  largest  town,  is 
located  near  the  central  part  of  the 
county.  Among  other  towns  are  Rich- 
ards, Campo  and  Carrizo,  in  the  south- 
ern part:  Stonington,  Blaine  and 
Monon,  in  the  east;  and  Maxey,  in  the 
northwest. 

Special  Opportunities— The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  development 
This  county  would  perhai)s  support 
fully  twice  as  large  an  agricultural 
population  as  it  has  at  the  present 
time.  Development  in  this  section, 
however,  M'ill  be  retarded  until  better 
transportation  facilities  are  offered. 
The  prices  being  asked  for  farming 
hind  here- are  very  low  and  many  peo- 
ple from  states  further  east,  especially 
from  Kansas,  are  coming  in  each  year 
and  purchasing  farms. 
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BENT  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Bent  county 
lies  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
state,  and  includes  a  portion  of  the 
Arkansas  valley.  But  one  county, 
Prowers,  lies  between  it  and  the 
Kansas  line.  It  is  nearly  a  perfect 
rectangle,  42  miles  long,  north  and 
south,  and  36  miles  wide.  Its  area  is 
975  360  acres,  or  about  three-fourths 
that  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  The 
surface  is  generally  level  and  rolling 
and  the  altitude  varies  from  3,600  feet, 
at  the  point  where  the  Arkansas  river 
crosses  the  eastern  boundary,  to  about 
5,000  feet  in  the  southwest. 

Early  History  —  Captain  Zebulon 
Pike  followed  the  Arkansas  river  on 
his  expedition  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains in  1806,  and  it  was  from  a  point 
in  what  is  now  Bent  county  that  he 
tiad  his  first  view  of  the  peak  which 
now  bears  his  name.  It  was  on 
November  15  that  he  and  Dr.  Robin- 
son caught  their  first  glimpse  of  the 
peak  and  the  notation  on  Pike's  map 
gives  the  location  of  the  point  from 
which  the  mountain  was  seen.  There 
were  numerous  trappers  and  fur 
traders  in  this  section  of  Colorado  in 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
among  them  being  Charles  and  Wil- 
liam Bent,  agents  of  the  American  Fur 
company.  About  1828  they  began  the 
erection  of  a  fort  near  the  eastern 
boundary  of  what  is  now  Bent  county. 
It  was  an  adobe  structure  and  was 
finished  in  1832.  It  was  first  called 
Fort  William  and  afterwards  came  to 
be  generally  known  as  Bent's  Fort.  It 
was  the  earliest  trading  post  estab- 
lished in  southern  Colorado.  For  a 
great  many  years  it  was  a  stopping 
point  and  rendezvous  for  trappers  and 
fur  traders  between  the  Missouri 
river  and  Santa  Fe.  Colonel  William 
Bent,  for  whom  the  county  was  named, 
destroyed  the  fort  in  1852.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  built  another  fort  near 
the  present  site  of  Las  Animas.  In 
1859  this  fort  was  leased  to  the  United 
States  government  and  was  occupied 
by  the  government  troops.  The  walls 
of  this  structure  were  undermined  in 
the  flood  of  1866  and  another  fort  was 
erected  on  higher  ground  a  mile  or 
two  north,  called  Fort  Lyon.  This  is 
the  location  of  a  hospital  for  United 
States  sailors  afflicted  with  tubercu- 
losis. Bent  county  was  organized  in 
1874  from  a  part  of  Greenwood  county 
and  named  in  honor  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Bent. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  Arkansas 
river  crosses  the  north  central  part  of 
the  county  and  most  of  the  irrigated 


land  lies  in  the  valley  of  this  stream 
and  its  tributaries,  chief  of  which  is 
the  Purgatoire  river.  The  surface  of 
the  valley  is  level  and  rises  to  broken 
prairies  in  the  north  and  south.  Most 
of  the  land  is  suitable  for  cultivation 
except  some  of  the  broken  areas  in  the 
southwest.  The  soil  is  principally  an 
alluvial  loam  in  the  Arkansas  valley 
and  a  sandy  loam,  with  a  considerable 
variety  of  color  and  texture,  in  the 
south.  It  is  very  deep  and  fertile, 
easily  worked  and  produces  excellent 
crops  under  irrigation.  In  recent  years 
farming  without  irrigation  has  been 
followed  to  a  considerable  extent  and 
is  proving  successful.  The  soils  of 
the  Arkansas  valley  and  of  most  of 
the  tributary  streams  are  sediments 
of  the  Dakota  formation.  In  the  ex- 
treme southwestern  corner  there  are 
beds  of  Purgatoire  and  Morrison  stone, 
and  in  the  southeastern  corner  Nio- 
brara and  Tertiary  rocks  are  exposed. 
A  detailed  soil  survey  of  the  irrigated 
district  in  this  county  has  been  made 
by  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the  United 
States  department  of  agriculture. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily  for  the  past 
30  years.  In  1890  it  was  1,313;  in 
1900  it  had  increased  to  3  046,  and  it 
was  5,043  in  1910.  The  present  popu- 
lation is  about  8,500.  In  1910  the  for- 
eign-born population  was  9.9  per  cent 
of  the  total.  The  principal  foreign 
nationality  represented  is  Mexican. 
The  population  is  nearly  all  rural.  Las 
Animas  being  the  only  town  in  the 
county  with  as  many  as  2,500  inhabi- 
tants. 

Drainage     and     Water  Supply — The 

Arkansas  valley  and  its  tributairies 
drain  the  county  and  furnish  water  for 
irrigation.  The  principal  tributaries 
are  the  Purgatoire  river  and  Rule 
creek,  from  the  south,  and  Adobe  and 
Horse  creeks  from  the  north.  Among 
the  irrigation  canals  in  this  county 
are  Fort  Lyon,  Las  Animas  Consoli- 
dated, Las  Animas  Town,  Highland 
and  Keesee.  All  are  among  the  first 
canals  constructed  in  the  valley  and 
enjoy  early  rights  to  the  use  of  water. 
Domestic  water  in  most  sections  is 
obtained  from  wells  and  is  reached  at 
from  20  to  50  feet  in  the  bottom  lands 
along  the  streams,  and  at  from  100  to 
250  feet  on  the  uplands. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  agriculture,  stockraising,  stock- 
feeding  and  manufacturing.  The  irri- 
gated portions  of  this  county  are  equal 
to  the  best  in  Colorado  for  general 
farming  and  the  nonirrigated  districts 
are  becoming  more  and  more  pro- 
ductive     each      year      as      improved 
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methods  of  farming  are  introduced. 
Large  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep  are 
shipped  into  this  county  annually  and 
fed  along  the  Arkansas  valley  during 
the  fall  and  winter  months.  The  prin- 
cipal manufacturing  industry  is  the 
making  of  beet  sugar,  at  Las  Animas, 
where  a  1,000-ton  factory  of  the  Amer- 
ican Beet  Sugar  company  is  located. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  cultivated  hay,  native 
hay,  wheat,  oats,  barley,  corn,  beans, 
sugar  beets,  broomcorn,  garden  vege- 
tables and  a  variety  of  seed  crops. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays  of  many  varieties  suit- 
able for  brick,  earthenware,  drain  tile; 
gravel,  building  and  glass  sand,  and 
building  stone. 

Land  Values — According  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor  there  was 
238,715  acres  of  privately-owned  land 
in  the  county  at  the  beginning  of  1919. 
or  approximately  25  per  cent  of  the 
total  area.  Of  this  amount  47,894 
acres  is  irrigated,  6,415  acres  is  classed 
as  nonirrigated  farming  land  and  180,- 
840  acres  as  grazing  land.  The  re- 
mainder is  principally  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  was  approxi- 
mately 142,000  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land  in  the  county,  including  a 
considerable  amount  of  good  agricul- 
tural land.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
51,845  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is 
of  little  value  except  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. Irrigated  land  in  this  county 
sells  at  from  $50  to  $250  an  acre, 
depending  on  a  variety  of  local  con- 
ditions. Nonirrigated  land  sells  at 
from  $10  to  $45  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Santa  F'e  railroad  runs  east  and 
west  through  the  county  along  the 
south  side  of  the  Arkansas  river.  The 
Arkansas  valley  branch  of  this  road 
traverses  the  irrigated  sections  north 
of  the  river.  It  is  connected  with  the 
main  line  by  a  branch  road  from  Las 
Animas   to   Waveland   Junction. 

Highways — The  i)rincipal  state  high- 
way is  the  Santa  Fe  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows the  north  side  of  the  Arkansas 
river  as  far  west  as  Waveland  Junc- 
tion, then  runs  south  to  Las  Animas 
and  follows  the  south  side  of  the  river 
to  the  county  line.  Numerous  county 
roads  are  comi)aratively  well  devel- 
oped and  are  in  a  general  way  ample 
for  the  transportation  of  crops  to 
market. 

Educational — There  are  50  public 
district  schools  in  the  county,  employ- 
ing   86    teachers.      The    Bent    County 


highschool  located  at  Las  Animas  has 
a  full  four-year  highschool  course, 
while  the  Wiley  union  highschool, 
which  is  supported  jointly  by  Bent  and 
Prowers  counties,  offers  a  two  years 
course.  The  school  at  McClave  has 
at  different  times  given  one  year  of 
highschool  work.  There  are  no  private 
schools  and  no  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
mild  and  unusually  healthful.  The 
United  States  government,  after  a 
careful  survey  of  climatic  conditions  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  States,  selected 
Fort  Lyon,  in  this  county,  as  a  location 
for  the  United  States  Naval  sani- 
tarium. The  selection  was  made  prin- 
cipally because  of  the  favorable  cli- 
matic conditions  there.  The  rainfall 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  in- 
cluding the  Arkansas  valley,  varies 
from  12  to  15  inches  annually,  and  in 
the  southern  part  from  15  to  IS  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions — The  improve- 
ment of  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  through 
this  county  has  opened  up  one  of  the 
principal  automobile  tourist  routes 
from  the  east  to  the  mountainous  sec- 
tions of  Colorado.  This  county  con- 
tains many  points  of  interest  to 
tourists,  especially  the  ruins  of  Bent's 
Fort,  and  the  naval  sanitarium  at  Fort 
Lyon.  There  is  some  attractive  scen- 
ery in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county.  On  the  cliffs  along  the  Purga- 
toire  river,  about  20  miles  from  its 
mouth,  is  found  a  life  size  representa- 
tion of  a  cinnamon  bear  delineated  in 
the  rocks.  Whether  this  is  a  natural 
formation  or  was  carved  by  some  pre- 
historic tribe  is  not  known.  The 
Indians  who  were  in  this  region  when 
the  white  men  first  came  testified  that 
they  knew  nothing  of  its  origin. 

Cities  and  Towns — Las  Animas,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  -city,  is  lo- 
cated on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad.  It  is  the  principal 
shipping  point  for  a  large  agricultural 
district.  .  Other  towns  are  Caddoa  and 
Prowers,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Santa 
Fe,  and  McClave  and  Hasty,  on  the 
Arkansas  valley  branch. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  agricultural  development.  Thero 
is  water  available  for  perhaps  50  per 
cent  more  land  than  is  being  irrigated 
The  more  elevated  lands  beyond  thf 
reach  of  irrigation  water  are  fertih' 
and  their  agricultural  development  has 
been  rapid  in  the  past  three  or  four 
years.  The  county  is  perhaps  capabh^ 
of  supporting  an  agricultural  popula- 
tion twice  as  large  as  it  has  at  present. 
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The  clays,  sands  and  building  stones 
are  of  considerable  economic  value  and 
their  development  offers  good  oppor- 
tunities for  investment. 


BOULDER  COUNTY 

General  Description — Boulder  county 
lies  in  the  north  central  part  of  the 
state,  the  Continental  divide  forming 
the  western  boundary.  It  is  of  a  some- 
what irregular  rectangular  outline,  33 
miles  long,  east  and  west,  and  24  miles 
wide.  Its  area  is  488,960  acres,  or 
about  194,000  acres  less  than  that  of 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  sur- 
face is  extremely  varied,  being  a  rolling 
or  broken  valley  in  the  east  and  rising 
to  the  summit  of  the  Continental  divide 
on  the  western  boundary.  The  altitude 
ranges  from  about  4,950  feet,  in  the 
eastern  part,  to  more  than  14,000  feet 
at  the  summits  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  western  part  and  along  the  western 
boundary. 

Early  History — Boulder  county  was 
one  of  the  original  17  counties  included 
in  Colorado  territory  when  it  was  or- 
ganized in  1861.  Its  boundaries  have 
never  been  changed.  It  was  visited  by 
numerous  early  explorers  and  settlers 
previous  to  the  advent  of  the  early  gold 
seekers.  Longs  peak,  named  in  honor 
of  the  leader  of  the  Long  expedition, 
which  visited  Colorado  in  1820,  is  in  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  county.  Al- 
though the  first  descriptions  of  this 
mountain  were  made  by  members  of 
Long's  party,  these  explorers  never  ap- 
proached the  mountain  itself.  Green 
Russell  and  his  party  of  gold  seekers 
prospected  Boulder  creek  in  1858,  but 
found  nothing  to  pay  them  for  their 
trouble.  Late  in  the  same  year  a  small 
party  of  gold  hunters  from  Nebraska 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Boulder  canon 
and  pitched  their  tents  near  the  present 
site  of  the  city  of  Boulder.  They  had 
faith  in  the  territory  in  spite  of  the 
failure  of  Russell  to  find  gold  there. 
Game  was  abundant  and  they  decided 
to  remain  over  winter  and  begin  pros- 
pecting in  the  spring.  They  built  some 
log  cabins  for  shelter,  thus  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  city  of  Boulder.  The 
winter  was  mild  and  they  began  pros- 
pecting in  January.  On  the  15th  day  of 
the  month  they  discovered  pay  sand  in 
the  gulch  about  12  miles  from  the  en- 
trance of  the  canon,  this  being  the  first 
important  discovery  of  gold  in  Boulder 
county.  Prospectors  came  to  the  new 
territory  in  great  numbers  and  Boulder 
City,  as  it  was  then  called,  grew  very 
rapidly.  The  city  and  county  both 
were  named  because  of  the  large  num- 
bers of  immense  boulders  found  in  the 


vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  Boulder  canon. 
The  first  public  school  in  Colorado  was 
opened  in  Boulder  in  the  fall  of  1860, 
and  the  same  year  a  movement  was 
started  which  resulted  later  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  state  university 
there. 

Surface  and  Soil — No  county  in  the 
state  has  so  wide  a  range  in  altitude 
within  so  small  an  area  as  Boulder 
county.  The  eastern  part  lies  in  the 
Platte  valley  and  contains  extensions 
of  the  valleys  of  numerous  tributary 
streams.  It  is  generally  level  and  roll- 
ing and  contains  some  of  the  best  ag- 
ricultural land  in  the  state.  The  soil 
is  principally  a  sandy  loam  with  a  wide 
variety  of  color  and  texture.  There  are 
occasional  patches  of  adobe  and  gumbo 
and  in  some  small  areas  there  is  too 
much  shale  and  slate  for  profitable 
cultivation.  Westward  the  surface 
rises  rapidly  to  a  series  of  mountain 
peaks  and  high  plateaus  containing 
good  nonirrigated  farm  land  and  ex- 
cellent pasture  land.  In  the  extreme 
western  part  the  surface  is  very  rugged, 
containing  little  good  farming  land,  but 
a  considerable  amount  of  excellent  pas- 
ture. No  soil  survey  of  this  county  is 
available. 

P  o  p  u  I  a  t  i  o  n — The  population  of 
Boulder  county  has  grown  steadily  and 
rapidly.  In  1880  it  was  9,723;  in  1890 
it  was  14,082;  in  1900  it  was  21,544,  and 
in  1910  it  was  30.330.  The  present  pop- 
lation  is  about  36,500.  In  1910  foreign- 
born  white  people  made  up  15.2  per 
cent  of  the  total  population,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  being 
English,  Italian,  Swedish  and  German. 
The  urban  population  in  1910  was  45.5 
per  cent  of  the  total. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
county  lies  in  the  South  Platte  water- 
shed and  is  crossed  by  numerous  small 
streams,  tributaries  of  the  Platte  river 
which  have  their  sources  in  the  moun- 
tainous areas  in  the  western  part. 
The  principal  streams  are  St.  Vrain 
creek,  Boulder  creek  and  Left  Hand 
creek.  These  streams  carry  most  of 
the  water  used  for  the  irrigation  of 
land  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  county, 
and  some  of  the  water  supply  for  land 
in  southern  Weld  county.  Water  for 
domestic  purposes  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  is  obtained  largely  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  varying 
from  12  to  40  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeeding, 
dairying,  market  gardening,  bee  keep- 
ing, coal  mining,  metal  mining  and 
manufacturing.  Farming,  dairying  and 
stockfeeding  are  carried  on  principally 
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in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 
There  is  an  immense  production  of 
feed  crops  in  this  section  and  thou- 
sands of  cattle  and  sheep  are  shipped 
in  annually  to  be  fattened  for  market. 
Coal  mining  is  confined  largely  to  a 
comparatively  small  area  near  the 
eastern  boundary.  The  largest  manu- 
facturing enterprise  is  a  beet  sugar 
factory,  belonging  to  the  Great  West- 
ern Sugar  company,  located  at  Long- 
mont,  and  this  city  is  one  of  the  most 
important  grain  milling  centers  in  the 
state.  There  is  also  a  large  canning 
factory  located  here.  Numerous  small 
manufacturing  enterprises  are  located 
at  Longmont.  Louisville  and  Boulder. 
Metal  mining  is  carried  on  most  ex- 
tensively in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county.  Boulder  county  has  been 
producing  gold  steadily  since  1860.  It 
is  the  principal  tungsten  ])roducing 
county  in  the  state  and  perhaps  the 
most  important  tungsten  area  in  the 
United  States. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  including  native 
hay;  sugar  beets,  wheat,  oats,  corn, 
rye,  barley,  potatoes,  beans,  forages, 
garden  vegetables,  including  peas,  snap 
beans  and  other  vegetables  raised  for 
canning  purposes;  rasi)berries,  black- 
berries, loganberries  and  other  small 
fruits.  Apples  and  other  tree  fruits  are 
produced  on  a  limited  scale. 

Mineral  Resources — Few  counties  in 
the  state  have  a  wider  variety  of  min- 
eral resources  than  Boulder.  The 
known  minerals  are  amber,  antimony, 
asbestos,  barium,  bismuth,  cement  ma- 
terial, cerium  and  yttrium  (allanite), 
clays  of  many  varieties,  including 
kaolin,  and  fire  clay;  coal,  copper, 
fluorspar,  natural  gas,  gold,  gravel, 
lead,  marble,  mercury,  molybdenum, 
petroleum,  pyrite,  several  varieties  of 
shale;  silver,  titanium,  tungsten, 
uranium,  granite,  sandstone,  limestone 
and   other  valuable  building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  good 
timber  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  principally  pine,  spruce  and 
aspen. 

Land  Values — The  records  of  the 
county  assessor  show  26r),S60  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county  at 
the  beginning  of  1919.  or  approxi- 
mately 54  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount  82,621  acres  was  being 
farmed  under  irrigation,  4,649  was 
classed  as  natural  hay  land,  23,512 
acres  as  nonirrigated  farming  land 
and  i;'.7,801  a(;res  as  grazing  land. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
(trodiicing  coal  land  in  the  oast(!rn  part 
of  the  county  and  a  large  area  of  i)ro- 
ducing  mineral    land    in    the    west,   of 


which  about  600  acres  is  patented.  In 
the  eastern  part  there  is  a  small 
amount  of  seep  land  in  the  irrigated 
districts  that  has  been  damaged  by 
over-irrigation.  Plans  are  being  worked 
out  for  the  reclamation  of  this  land 
chiefly  by  means  of  drainage.  On  Jan- 
uary 1,  1919,  there  was  8  572  acres  of 
unappropriated  state  land  in  the  coun- 
ty, much  of  which  is  fine  agricultural 
area.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  720 
acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry  consisting  of  small 
isolated  tracts  of  little  economic  value. 
The  national  forest  area  in  this  county 
is  126.970  acres.  Irrigated  land  here 
sells  at  from  $100  to  $250  an  acre,  the 
price  dei)ending  chiefly  on  soil,  water 
rights  and  character  of  improvements. 
Non-irrigated  land  sells  at  from  $15  to 
$40  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  eastern  and 
southern  parts  of  this  county  are  well 
supplied  with  railroad  facilities.  The 
railroads  serving  the  county  are  the 
Burlington,  Colorado  &  Southern, 
Union  Pacific,  Great  Western,  Denver 
&  Salt  Lake  and  Denver,  Boulder  & 
Western. 

Highways — The  principal  primary 
state  highway  is  the  North  and  South 
road  which  passes  through  the  extreme 
eastern  part  of  the  county  from  Den- 
ver by  way  of  Lafayette  and  Longmont 
to  Fort  Collins  and  Cheyenne.  There 
are  numerous  well  improved  secondary 
state  roads,  state  highways  and  county 
roads,  generally  well  improved  and 
maintained,  including  two  of  the  prin- 
cipal roads  leading  to  the  main  en- 
trance of  the  Rocky  Mountain  national 
park.  Few  counties  in  Colorado  have 
better  road  systems  than  Boulder. 

Educational— There  are  63  public 
district  schools  in  the  county,  employ- 
ing 221  teachers.  A  full  four-year 
highschool  course  is  offered  in  the 
schools  at  Boulder,  Longmont,  Louis- 
ville and  Lafayette.  Niwot,  Nederland, 
Lyons,  Marshall  and  Hygiene  offer  two 
years  of  highschool  work,  while  Dis- 
trict No.  45.  supported  jointly  by  Boul- 
der and  Weld  counties,  and  District 
No.  33  each  give  one  year  of  high- 
school  work.  The  Colorado  State  uni- 
versity is  located  at  Boulder,  having 
been  established  here  in  1879. 

Cllmatological  Data— The  climate  in 
this  county  shows  a  wide  variation  as 
a  result  of  the  variations  in  altitude. 
In  the  eastern  part  it  is  mild  and  very 
hoalthful,  with  com|)aratively  light 
rainfall,  moderate  variations  in  tem- 
perature and  a  high  percentage  of  sun- 
shine. The  city  of  lioulder  and  other 
towns  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
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are  famous  for  their  healthful  climate. 
The  Boulder-Colorado  sanitarium,  a 
branch  of  the  sanitarium  at  Battle 
Creek,  Mich,  is  located  at  Boulder, 
the  site  having  been  chosen  because 
of  the  favorable  climate.  In  the  west- 
ern part,  in  the  high  altitudes,  the  cli- 
mate is  more  severe,  subject  to  low 
winter  temperatures  and  extremely 
heavy  snowfall.  The  average  annual 
precipitation  in  the  extreme  eastern 
part  is  about  15  inches.  Further  west 
it  increases  rapidly,  ranging  from  15 
to  20  inches,  over  a  narrow  strip  in- 
cluding the  city  of  Boulder,  and  west 
of  there  from  20  inches  to  as  high  as 
30  inches  along  the  slopes  of  the  Con- 
tinental divide. 

Tourist  Attractions — Tourist  travel 
to  the  city  of  Boulder  and  the  pic- 
turesque foothills  and  mountain  dis- 
tricts directly  west  has  been  very 
heavy  for  a  great  many  years.  This 
territory  has  always  been  one  of  the 
most  popular  sections  of  the  state  with 
tourists  and  vacationists.  In  recent 
years  tourist  travel  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased through  the  establishment  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  national  park, 
which  is  reached  by  excellent  automo- 
bile highways  passing  through  this 
county.  Eldorado  Springs,  on  a  branch 
of  the  Colorado  &  Southern  railroad, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  is 
famous  for  its  mineral  springs  and  its 
large  open  air  bathing  pool,  as  well  as 
for  the  beauty  of  its  surrounding  foot- 
hill territory.  It  is  visited  by  thou- 
sands of  vacationists  and  sightseers 
annually.  Railroad  tourist  travel  to 
Eldorado.  Ward  and  other  points  on 
the  Denver,  Boulder  &  Western  rail- 
road has  been  heavy  ever  since  the 
construction  of  this  road.  The  main 
route  from  Denver  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain national  park  passes  through  tho 
agricultural  districts  of  eastern 
Boulder  county  and  during  the  sum- 
mer months  is  perhaps  as  heavily 
traveled  as  any  automobile  tourist 
highway  in  the  state. 

Cities  and  Towns — Boulder,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  near  the  mouth 
of  Boulder  canon  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  county.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  foothill  cities  in  the 
state  and  is  the  principal  supply  point 
for  an  extensive  agricultural  and  min- 
ing territory.  It  is  a  delightful  resi- 
dence city  and  is  the  home  of  the  Colo- 
rado state  university.  The  famous  sum- 
mer Chautauqua  is  held  here  on  a  pic- 
turesque site  overlooking  the  city  and 
the  agricultural  valley  below.  Long- 
mont,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
county,  is  the  center  of  a  very  pros- 


perous agricultural  district,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  thriving  cities  in  northern 
Colorado.  In  addition  to  the  sugar  fac- 
tory and  canning  factory  mentioned 
above,  it  has  two  flour  mills,  one 
planing  mill,  two  brick  yards,  two 
silo  manufacturing  plants,  building  tile 
factory,  iron  foundry  and  bottling 
works.  Lafayette  and  Louisville,  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county,  are 
important  coal  mining  centers  and  are 
surrounded  by  good  agricultural  land. 
Lafayette  has  a  cheese  factory  and 
Louisville  a  meat  packing  plant.  Lyons, 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  is 
the  center  of  a  prosperous  agricultural 
and  stockraising  district  and  is  an  im- 
portant tourist  station,  being  the  point 
where  many  railroad  tourists  transfer 
to  automobiles  for  the  trip  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  national  park.  Among 
the  other  towns  are  Nederland,  Ward 
and  Eldora,  mining  communities  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county,  and  Niwot, 
a  prosperous  farming  community  on 
the  railroad  between  Boulder  and 
Longmont. 

Special  Opportunities — A  wide  va- 
riety of  opportunities  for  investment 
in  the  development  of  natural  resources 
is  offered  in  this  county.  There  is 
still  a  limited  amount  of  uncultivated 
agricultural  land.  Especially  favorable 
opportunities  are  offered  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  dairying  industry  in 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  agricultural  dis- 
trict. There  are  extensive  deposits  of 
good  clay  and  kaolin  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Boulder,  for  the  development 
of  which  capital  is  needed.  Oppor- 
tunities are  offered  at  Longmont  and 
other  towns  for  the  erection  of  fac- 
tories to  utilize  agricultural  products. 
There  is  much  mineral  land  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county,  where  a 
very  wide  variety  of  mineral  deposits 
is  found.  Although  mining  has  been 
carried  on  extensively  here  for  more 
than  50  years  there  are  still  good  oppor- 
tunities offered  for  development  in  this 
direction. 


CHAFFEE    COUNTY 

General  Description — Chaffee  county 
lies  near  the  central  part  of  the  state, 
the  western  boundary  being  formed  by 
the  Saguache  mountains,  which  here 
constitute  the  Continental  divide;  and 
the  eastern  boundary  by  the  Park 
range.  It  has  an  extremely  irregular 
outline,  about  45  miles  long,  north  and 
south,  and  about  25  miles  wide  near 
the  central  part.  Its  area  is  693,120 
acres,  or  about  10,000  acres  more  than 
that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
surface  is  principally  mountainous  and 
the  altitude   ranges   from  about   7,000 
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feet,  at  the  point  where  the  Arkansas 
river  crosses  the  southern  boundary, 
to  more  than  14,000  feet  at  the  sum- 
mits of  some  of  the  peaks  in  the 
Saguache  range. 

Early  History — Captain  Zebulon  Pike 
visited  this  part  of  Colorado  in  Decem- 
ber, 1806.  Soon  after  his  historic 
attempt  to  scale  Pikes  peak,  Cap- 
tain Pike  and  his  party  spent  Christmas 
day  near  the  present  site  of  the  town 
of  Salida.  Numerous  hunters  and  pros- 
pectors entered  the  territory  in  the 
year  following,  but  no  attempt  at  set- 
tlement was  made  until  the  advent  of 
the  gold  hunters  of  1859  and  1860. 
Early  in  1860  the  prospectors  crossed 
the  Park  range  and  found  placer  gold 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  what  is  now 
Chaffee  county.  Several  mining  camps 
sprang  up  and  for  a  good  many  years 
placer  gold  in  large  quantities  was 
panned  from  the  mountain  streams  in 
this  section.  During  the  early  boom 
days  of  Leadville,  what  is  now  Chaffee 
county  was  a  part  of  Lake  county  and 
the  town  of  Granite  was  its  countyseat. 
In  1879  Chaffee  county  was  organized 
from  a  portion  of  Lrake  county  and 
was  named  in  honor  of  Jerome  B. 
Chaffee,  one  of  Colorado's  first  United 
States  senators. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  county  con- 
tains the  upper  valley  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  in  which  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  good  agricultural  land. 
Though  the  seasons  are  short  because 
of  the  high  altitude,  the  soil  is  ex- 
tremely fertile  and  stockraising  and 
general  farming  have  been  carried  on 
for  a  good  many  years.  The  western 
half  of  the  county  is  extremely  moun- 
tainous, culminating  in  the  Saguache 
range.  Among  the  principal  peaks  are 
three  well  known  mountains  of  the  Col- 
legiate range:  Mt.  Harvard,  14,375  feet; 
Mt.  Yale,  14,187  feet;  and  Mt.  Prince- 
ton, 14,196  feet.  Other  prominent 
peaks  are  La  Plata  mountain,  near  the 
northern  boundary,  14,342  feet;  Mt. 
Shavano,  14,249  feet;  and  Mt.  Antero, 
14,245  feet.  The  extreme  eastern  part 
is  also  highly  mountainous,  but  the 
peaks  are  not  nearly  so  elevated.  No 
soil  survey  of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  7,622,  comi)ared  with  7,085  in  1900. 
The  present  i)opulation  is  about  8,000. 
In  1910  foreign-born  white  people  made 
up  15.7  per  cent  of  the  total  population. 
The  principal  foreign-born  nationalities 
previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  war 
were  Italian,  Austrian,  Irish  and 
CJerman. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Arkansas  river  has  its  source  in  Lake 
county    and    flows    southeast    through 


Chaffee  county.  This  stream,  with  its 
tributaries,  carries  an  abundant  water 
supply  and  furnishes  much  of  the  water 
for  irrigation  of  lands  in  this  county 
and  in  the  lower  Arkansas  valley 
further  east.  The  watershed  here  is  in 
a  region  of  high  precipitation  and  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable  sources  of  irri- 
gation water  in  the  state.  Water  for 
domestic  use  in  some  sections  is  ob- 
tained from  wells  and  reached  at 
depths  varying  from  5  feet  to  40  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  metal  mining,  farming,  stockrais- 
ing, quarrying  and  lumbering.  Stock- 
raising  is  confined  principally  to  the 
Arkansas  valley.  Metal  mining  is  car- 
ried on  extensively  in  the  western  and 
northeastern  parts  of  the  county.  Im- 
portant granite  quarries  are  being  op- 
erated in  the  neighborhood  of  Salida, 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, native  hay,  small  grain,  potatoes 
and  garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  asbestos,  bauxite,  bismuth, 
cerium  (monazite),  corundum,  copper, 
fluorspar,  fuller's  earth,  gold,  graphite, 
iron,  lead,  marble,  mimetite,  molyb- 
denum, platinum,  silver,  zinc,  granite, 
sandstone,  and  other  valuable  building 
stones;  aquamarine,  beryl,  garnet, 
sapphire  and  other  gem  stones;  lime- 
stone and  other  cement  materials. 

Timbei — There  is  an  abundance  of 
good  heavy  timber  on  the  mountain 
slopes,  principally  pine,  spruce  and 
cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919,  there  was  100,535  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
approximately  14  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
20,271  acres  was  being  farmed  under 
irrigation  and  59.059  acres  was  classed 
as  grazing  land.  The  county  assessor's 
records  show  over  14,000  acres  of  non- 
productive mineral  land  in  the  county 
and  nearly  400  acres  of  producing  min- 
eral claims.  The  remaining  patented 
land  is  principally  town  and  city  lots 
and  railroad  rights  of  way.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1919,  there  was  18,967  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in  the 
county,  a  considerable  amount  of 
which  is  good  farming  area.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  71,831  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
most  of  which  is  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes.  The  national 
forest  area  in  this  county  is  423,592 
acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here  at 
from  $75  to  $175  an  acre  and  nonirri- 
gated  land  at  from  $5  to  $20  an  acre. 
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Transportation — The  main  line  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  follows 
the  course  of  the  Arkansas  river 
through  the  county.  The  Colorado  Mid- 
land railroad  crosses  the  Park  range 
near  the  town  of  Bath,  on  the  eastern 
boundary,  runs  southwest  to  Buena 
Vista  and  north  along  the  Arkansas 
valley  to  I.ake  county.  A  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  follows 
the  same  general  course.  The  main 
narrow  gauge  line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad  leaves  the  main  stand- 
ard gauge  line  at  Salida  and  runs  south- 
west across  the  corner  of  the  county. 
A  branch  line  leaves  this  road  at 
Poncha  Junction  and  runs  west  to 
Maysville,  Garfield  and  other  mining 
camps  near  the  western  border.  A 
branch  road  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  leaves  Buena  Vista  and  runs 
west  to  St.  Elmo,  Romley  and  other 
mining  camps  near  the  Continental 
divide. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Midland  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  a  general  way  the  course  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  through 
the  county.  It  is  joined  at  Buena  Vista 
by  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean  to  Ocean 
highway,  which  runs  west  from  Colo- 
rado Springs.  The  Rainbow  Route  runs 
west  from  the  Midland  Trail  at  Salida 
through  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  A  branch  of  this  road  runs 
south  into  Saguache  county.  Numer- 
ous county  roads  and  trails  traverse 
all  sections  of  the  county  and  are  in  a 
general  way  sufficient  for  moving  the 
products  of  the  mines  and  farms  to 
market. 

Educational — There  are  27  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  65 
teachers.  There  are  highschools  at 
Salida  and  Buena  Vista  each  offering 
a  full  four-year  course.  There  are  no 
private  schools  and  no  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatologicai  Data — The  precipita- 
tion here  is  widely  varied.  A  small 
area  near  the  central  part  of  the  county, 
including  the  city  of  Buena  Vista,  has 
an  average  annual  rainfall  of  about  10 
inches.  A  belt  immediately  surround- 
ing this,  including  most  of  the  Arkansas 
valley,  has  an  average  rainfall  of  from 
10  to  15  inches.  Immediately  east  and 
west  of  this  is  a  larger  belt  having  an 
average  annual  rainfall  varying  from 
15  to  20  inches.  A  narrow  belt  along 
the  Saguache  range  has  an  annual  rain- 
fall varying  from  20  to  25  inches.  The 
climate  of  the  Arkansas  valley  section 
of  the  county  is  comparatively  mild, 
with  short,  warm  summers  and  long 
open  winters.     In  the  higher  altitudes 


the  climate  is  more  severe  with  ex- 
tremely heavy  snowfall. 

Tourist  Attractions — This  county 
contains  some  of  the  most  rugged  and 
picturesque  mountain  scenery  in  the 
state.  The  principal  mountain  peaks 
which  have  been  named  above  are  all 
well  known  to  automobile  and  railway 
tourists.  Cottonwood  Hot  Springs,  six 
miles  west,  and  Hortense  Hot  Springs, 
nine  miles  south  of  the  town  of 
Buena  Vista,  are  famous  for  the  cura- 
tive properties  of  their  waters,  said  to 
be  of  special  value  in  cases  of  catarrh, 
rheumatism  and  lead  poisoning. 
Poncha  Springs,  near  the  town  of 
Salida,  is  also  a  health  resort  of  con- 
siderable importance.  There*  are  99 
springs  in  this  group,  whose  waters 
contain  minerals  of  recognized  curative 
values.  A  sanitarium  is  located  here. 
The  completion  of  the  various  state 
highways  named  above  has  greatly  in- 
creased automobile  travel  through  this 
county  and  there  are  few  counties  in 
the  state  that  are  visited  by  a  larger 
number  of  automobile  travelers  an- 
nually. There  are  large  areas  of  splen- 
did mountain  scenery  that  are  still  in- 
accessible because  of  lack  of  transpor- 
tation facilities.  The  streams  here  are 
well  stocked  with  trout  and  are  much 
frequented  by  fishermen. 

Cities  and  Towns — Salida,  the  prin- 
cipal city,  is  situate  in  the  southwest- 
ern corner  of  the  county  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  rail- 
road. The  main  narrow  gauge  line  of 
this  road  also  leaves  the  standard 
gauge  line  here,  one  branch  running 
west  to  Montrose  and  Grand  Junction 
and  another  south  to  Alamosa.  Salida 
has  large  railroad  shops,  which  give 
employment  to  a  considerable  number 
of  its  inhabitants.  Buena  Vista,  the 
countyseat,  is  situate  near  the  central 
part  of  the  county  in  the  heart  of  the 
principal  agricultural  district.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  mountain 
towns  in  the  state.  Among  the  other 
towns  are  Nathrop  and  Granite,  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad;  and  Romley,  Monarch,  Gar- 
field, St.  Elmo,  and  Sherrod,  mining 
camps  in  the  western  part. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  mineral  development.  There 
are  large  areas  of  mineralized  land  that 
have  been  only  imperfectly  prospected. 
Rich  deposits  of  granite  and  other 
monumental  and  building  stone  have 
been  worked  only  to  a  limited  extent 
and  offer  exceptional  opportunities  for 
further  development.  There  is  con- 
siderable good  grazing  land  in  the 
county  that  is  not  being  pastured  to 
its  full  capacity. 
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CHEYENNE  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Cheyenne 
county  lies  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state,  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  state 
of  Kansas.  It  is  a  part  of  the  great 
plains  section  of  eastern  Colorado  and 
western  Kansas.  It  is  rectangular  in 
outline,  60  miles  long,  east  and  west, 
and  30  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  1,137,280 
acres,  or  about  120,000  acres  less  than 
that  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  Its 
surface  is  level  or  rolling,  broken  by 
low  hills  in  the  northeast.  The  alti- 
tude varies  from  3,875  feet,  on  the 
eastern  boundary,  to  about  4,600  feet 
in  the  southeast. 

Early  History  —  Hundreds  of  Colo- 
rado's earlier  gold  seekers  traveled 
through  what  is  now  Cheyenne  county 
on  their  journey  to  the  Pikes  Peak 
region,  following  what  is  known  as  the 
Smoky  Hill  route.  This  territory  was 
at  that  time  looked  upon  as  a  desert 
almost  wholly  unfit  for  habitation. 
The  Great  American  Desert,  as  it  was 
then  called,  was  the  most  formidable 
obstacle  to  be  overcome  in  the  jour- 
ney to  the  gold  fields  of  the  Rocky 
mountains.  In  the  late  60's  stockmen 
began  to  establish  ranches  in  this  area, 
and  the  subsequent  history  of  Chey- 
enne county  is  much  the  same  as  that 
of  the  rest  of  eastern  Colorado.  For 
nearly  twenty  years  stockraising  was 
followed  almost  exclusively,  and  the 
ranchers  led  a  precarious  life,  unfa- 
vorable seasons  making  it  difficult  for 
them  to  feed  their  stock  and  the  hos- 
tile Indians  who  inhabited  this  region 
being  always  on  the  lookout  for  an  op- 
portunity to  steal  their  cattle  and 
horses  and  occasionally  to  scalp  a  few 
of  the  defenseless  ranchmen  Follow- 
ing an  Indian  uprising  in  1879  peace 
was  established  between  the  settlers 
and  the  Indians  here  and  a  new  era 
of  agricultural  development  began. 
The  stockmen  began  to  cultivate  the 
soil  to  a  limited  extent  and  hundreds 
of  homesteaders  located  here  and 
divided  the  range  with  the  cattle 
raisers.  The  county  was  organized  in 
1889  from  parts  of  Bent  and  Elbert 
counties  and  was  named  for  a  band  of 
plains  Indians  that  frequented  this  re- 
gion. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  surface  is 
principally  a  rolling  prairie  with  some 
extremely  level  valley  lands  along  the 
creeks  and  a  broken  hilly  region  in  the 
northeast,  known  as  the  Smoky  Hills. 
The  soil  is  principally  a  sandy  loam, 
with  restricted  areas  of  adobe,  gumbo 
and  other  hard  soils.  In  some  sections 
there  is  slightly  more  sand  than  is 
favorable  for  successful  cultivation. 
Possibly  90  per  cent  of  the  area  of  the 


county  is  suitable  for  farming.  The 
soil  is  deep  and  fertile,  very  retentive 
of  moisture  and  yields  readily  to  cul- 
tivation. No  soil  survey  of  this  county 
is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily  since  1900. 
That  year  it  was  510,  and  in  1910  the 
population  was  3,687,  an  increase  of 
635.9  per  cent  in  ten  years.  This  is 
the  largest  increase  in  population 
shown  by  any  county  in  Colorado  dur- 
ing this  period.  The  present  population 
is  about  5,000.  In  1910  the  foreign 
population  was  9.5  per  cent  of  the  total. 
The  principal  foreign-born  nationalities 
at  that  time  were  German,  Norwegian 
and  Swedish. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
county  lies  entirely  in  the  Arkansas 
river  watershed  and  is  drained  by  nu- 
merous small  streams  flowing  south 
and  east.  The  principal  streams  are 
Rush  creek  and  Big  Sandy  creek. 
Smoky  Hill  river  has  its  source  in  the 
Smoky  Hill  region  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  county  and  flows  east. 
These  streams  have  their  sources  in 
regions  of  comparatively  light  rainfall 
and  during  the  drier  parts  of  the  sum- 
mer most  of  them  carry  very  little  or 
no  water.  They  do  not  furnish  a  re- 
liable source  of  supply  for  irrigation 
purposes.  There  is  little  irrigated 
land  in  the  county.  Water  for  do- 
mestic purposes  is  obtained  principally 
from  wells.  A  shallow  water  belt 
covers  most  of  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  where  water  is  reached  at 
depths  ranging  from  10  to  40  feet.  In 
the  eastern  part,  water  is  found  at 
depths  ranging  from  30  to  150  feet.  In 
1883  an  attempt  was  made  to  utilize 
underground  water  for  irrigation  pur- 
poses, and  an  artesian  well  was  sunk 
at  Cheyenne  Wells,  where  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  was  found  at  a  depth 
of  1,700  feet.  There  has  been  no 
further  attempt  to  utilize  this  water 
supply.  Water  from  the  shallower  wells 
is  pumped  by  means  of  windmills  and 
engines  and  in  some  cases  it  is  used 
for  irrigating  small  areas. 

Industries — The  i)rincipal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying  and  stockraising. 
Dairying  has  been  developed  rapidly  in 
the  past  half  dozen  years  and  the  suc- 
cess of  the  dairy  farmers  along  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  indicates  that 
this  is  to  become  the  leading  industry 
of  the  county.  Forage  crops  make 
good  yields  almost  every  year  and 
where  farmers  are  properly  equipped 
with  silos  for  saving  their  forage  for 
winter  feeding  they  have  been  uni- 
formly successful.  Stockraising  was 
formerly  followed  on  a  large  scale,  the 
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stock  being  grazed  on  the  open  range. 
This  range  is  now  being  cut  up  into 
small  farms  and  grazing  activities  are 
considerably  restricted.  Large  quan- 
tities of  feed  crops  have  been  raised, 
however,  and  livestock  are  being  fat- 
tened for  market  here  instead  of  being 
sold  as  feeders. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  milo, 
kafir  corn  and  similar  forage  prod- 
ucts; small  grains,  corn,  beans,  alfalfa 
and  garden  vegetables.  The  production 
of  alfalfa  in  this  section  of  Colorado 
is  steadily  increasing,  the  crop 
usually  being  planted  in  rows  and  cul- 
tivated until  a  good  stand  is  obtained. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  building  sand  and 
building  stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  990,903  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  approxi- 
mately 87  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
The  county  assessor  classes  988,364 
acres  of  this  as  nonirrigated  farm  land, 
though  not  nearly  all  of  it  is  being 
farmed.  The  remaining  privately- 
owned  land  is  town  and  city  lots  and 
railroad  rights  of  way.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919,  there  was  52,786  acres  of 
unappropriated  state  land  in  the  coun- 
ty, most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farm- 
ing and  is  for  sale  through  the  state 
land  board  at  reasonable  prices  and  on 
favorable  terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there 
was  1,646  acres  of  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry,  consisting  of 
small  isolated  tracts  of  little  economic 
value.  The  assessor's  records  show  no 
irrigated  land  in  this  county,  though 
the  census  bureau  reported  200  acres 
irrigated  in  1910.  Some  water  for  irri- 
gation is  available  from  direct  flow  of 
streams  and  a  small  amount  from 
wells.  Nonirrigated  land  sells  at  from 
$15  to  $50  an  acre,  depending  chiefly 
on  location,  character  of  soil,  water 
supply  and  improvements. 

Transportation — The  Kansas  City- 
Denver  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road runs  through  the  central  part  of 
the  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  that  following  in  general  the 
course  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad, 
known  as  the  Union  Pacific  highway. 
This  is  a  direct  road  between  Kansas 
City  and  Colorado.  It  is  now  one  of 
the  best  improved  of  the  state  high- 
ways entering  Colorado  from  the  east 
and  is  enjoying  heavy  automobile 
travel.  A  state  highway  extends  north 
from  Cheyenne  Wells  to  Burlington 
and  another  north  from  Kit  Carson  to 
Vona,   in   Kit   Carson   county.     A   sec- 


ondary state  highway  runs  directly 
south  from  Kit  Carson  to  Eads,  in 
Kiowa  county,  and  another  south  from 
Kit  Carson  to  Sheridan  Lake,  in  the 
same  county.  The  county  roads  and 
secondary  state  roads  are  in  good  con- 
dition, the  county  having  made  remark- 
ably rapid  progress  in  road  develop- 
ment in  the  last  few  years. 

Educational — There  are  60  public 
schools  in  the  county.  The  Cheyenne 
County  highschool,  located  at  Chey- 
enne Wells,  offers  a  full  four-year  high- 
school  course.  There  are  centralized 
schools  located  at  Mount  Pearl,  Kit 
Carson,  Wild  Horse  and  Arroya.  There 
are  no  private  schools  or  colleges  in 
the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
comparatively  mild.  Although  there  is 
considerable  wind  at  some  seasons  of 
the  year,  the  hot  winds  which  cause 
so  much  damage  to  crops  in  western 
Kansas  are  practically  unknown  here. 
The  summers  are  comparatively  long 
and  warm  and  the  winters  are  mild. 
The  rainfall  in  the  northern  and  east- 
ern parts  varies  from  15  to  18  inches, 
and  in  the  south  and  west  it  varies 
from  12  to  15  inches.  Most  of  it 
comes  during  the  growing  season,  be- 
tween the  months  of  April  and 
October. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  are  few 
points  of  scenic  interest  in  the  county, 
but  the  improvement  of  the  state  high- 
ways leading  in  from  the  east  has 
greatly  increased  automobile  tourist 
travel  by  this  route  to  the  moun- 
tainous districts  further  west.  As  a 
result  the  county  enjoys  considerable 
benefit  from  automobile  tourist  travel. 

Cities  and  Towns — Cheyenne  Wells, 
the  countyseat  and  principal  city,  is  on 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county.  It  is  the  center 
of  a  rapidly  developing  farming  and 
dairying  section.  Other  towns  are 
Kit  Carson  and  Wild  Horse,  on  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  general  agricultural  de- 
velopment. Not  to  exceed  10  per  cent 
of  the  arable  land  in  the  county  is  now 
being  cultivated.  Farming  without  ir- 
rigation has  proved  very  successful  in 
the  past  10  years,  especially  where 
dairying  and  stockraising  have  been 
made  the  basis  of  farming  operations. 
There  are  probably  750,000  acres  of  un- 
broken land  in  the  county  which  will 
be  placed  in  cultivation  in  the  near 
future. 
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CLEAR  CREEK  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Clear  Creek 
county  lies  in  the  north-central  part  of 
the  state,  the  western  boundary  being 
formed  by  the  Continental  divide.  It 
is  of  an  irregular  outline,  with  an  ex- 
treme length,  east  and  west,  of  about 
25  miles,  near  the  central  part,  and 
an  extreme  width  of  about  20  miles. 
Its  area  is  249,600  acres,  or  a  little 
more  than  one-third  of  that  of  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  surface  is  prin- 
cipally mountainous  and  the  altitude 
varies  from  6,880  feet,  at  the  north- 
eastern corner,  to  more  than  14,000 
feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of  the 
peaks  in  the  western  part. 

Early  History — This  county  has 
played  a  very  important  part  in  the 
history  of  Colorado.  In  January,  1859, 
the  first  important  discovery  of  placer 
gold  in  Colorado  was  made  by  George 
A.  Jackson,  in  the  sands  of  Chicago 
creek,  near  the  present  site  of  Idaho 
Springs.  Green  Russell  and  others 
had  found  traces  of  gold,  a  few  months 
before,  in  the  sands  of  the  Platte  river, 
but  their  discoveries  were  of  little  im- 
portance, as  the  deposits  there  were 
far  from  their  source  and  were  very 
small.  In  one  week  Jackson  and  his 
associates  washed  out  $1,900  of  gold 
dust  from  the  bar  where  his  first  dis- 
covery was  made.  The  news  of  this 
find  spread  rapidly  and  experienced 
miners  at  once  began  their  search  for 
the  veins  from  which  this  float  gold 
originated.  The  result  was  the  dis- 
coveries made  by  John  Gregory  and 
Green  Russell  in  Gilpin  county.  From 
these  discoveries  dates  the  beginning 
of  mining  in  Colorado.  In  1860  the 
first  discovery  of  silver  in  Colorado 
was  made  by  a  party  of  prospectors 
near  the  present  site  of  Georgetown, 
in  Clear  Creek  county.  Other  discov- 
eries of  both  gold  and  silver  soon  fol- 
lowed and  the  population  of  this  dis- 
trict grew  rapidly.  The  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1861,  soon  after  Colorado 
territory  had  been  formed.  It  was 
named  for  the  stream,  along  the  course 
of  whjch  most  of  the  early  jirospecting 
was  done.  The  Georgetown  district  de- 
veloped rapidly,  being  principally  a 
silver  producing  area.  Tn  the  vicinity 
of  Idaho  Springs  the  principal  value  in 
the  comi)ound  ores  found  in  the  fissure 
veins  was  gold.  The  total  mineral 
output  of  the  county  to  date  has  ])een 
in  excess  of  $100,000,000,  most  of 
which  has  been  gold  and  silver. 

Surface  and  Soil — There  is  very 
little  level  land  ex(;ei)t  in  the  narrow 
valleys  of  the  numerous  streams  which 
flow  through  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.      The    soil    is    fertile,    but    the 


altitude  is  so  high  that  farming  can 
be  carried  on  only  on  a  very  limited 
scale.  In  the  western  part  are  some 
of  the  most  majestic  mountain  peaks 
in  the  state,  most  of  which  are  visible 
from  the  city  of  Denver;  among  them 
are  Mount  Evans  and  Lincoln  peak, 
and  on  the  western  boundary  Mount 
McClellan,  Grays  peak  and  Torreys 
peak.  There  is  no  soil  survey  of  the 
county  available. 

Population — There  has  been  consid- 
erable fluctuation  in  the  population  of 
this  county.  In  1880  it  was  7,823,  that 
being  almost  the  crest  of  mining  ac- 
tivities; in  1890  it  was  7,184;  in  1900 
it  was  7,080;  and  in  1910  it  had  fallen 
to  5,001,  the  decrease  being  prin- 
cipally due  to  a  decline  in  mining  ac- 
tivity. The  present  population  is 
about  5,000.  In  1910  the  foreign-bom 
population  was  25.1  per  cent  of  the 
total,  the  principal  foreign  nationali- 
ties being  Swedish,  English  and 
Canadian. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
county  lies  in  the  South  Platte  water- 
shed and  numerous  small  streams  have 
their  sources  here,  flowing  east  to  the 
Platte.  The  principal  stream  is  Clear 
creek.  The  precipitation  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  county,  where  these 
streams  have  their  sources,  is  ex- 
tremely heavy  and  they  carry  a  sub- 
stantial supply  of  water  the  year 
round.  A  considerable  part  of  the 
water  used  for  the  irrigation  of  lands 
in  the  vicinity  of  Denver  has  its  origin 
in  Clear  Creek  county. 

Industries — The  principal  industry 
is  metal  mining.  Farming  is  carried 
on  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  low^er  val- 
leys. Stockraising  is  also  followed 
here,  the  stock  being  grazed  on  the 
fine  grass  lands  within  the  national 
forest.  There  has  been  some  lumber- 
ing, principally  to  supply  local  de- 
mands. Excellent  building  stone  is 
found  in  the  co.unty  J^nd  much  of  it  has 
been  quarried  for  local  and  general 
uses,  Silver  Plume  granite  having  a 
wide  reputation. 

Crops — The  principal  crop  is  nat- 
ural hay.  Small  amounts  of  potatoes 
and  other  root  crops  and  hardy  garden 
vegetables  are  grown. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  bluestone,  clays, 
coi)per.  corundum,  fluorspar,  gold, 
mica,  i)itchblende,  platinum,  silver, 
tungsten,  zinc,  and  a  wide  variety  of 
l)uilding  stone,  A  molybdenum  de- 
posit of  great  importance  occurs  at 
Camp  ITrad,  west  of  Empire,  where 
large  i)roduction  has  been  made. 
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Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  all  parts  of  the  county,  prin- 
cipally pine,  cedar,  spruce  and  aspen. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1918  there  was  58,421  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
a  little  more  than  23  per  cent  of  the 
total  area.  Of  this  amount  32,804  acres 
was  classed  by  the  county  assessor  as 
grazing  land  and  23,380  acres  as  non- 
producing  mineral  land.  The  remain- 
der is  producing  mineral  land,  railroad 
rights  of  way  and  town  and  city  lots. 
At  the  beginning  of  1919,  there  was 
4,654  acres  of  state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  20,320  acres  of  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  chiefly  mountainous 
and  hilly  and  valuable  principally  be- 
cause of  possible  mineral  deposits. 
This  land  is  open  to  prospecting  under 
the  public  land  laws  and  may  be  pat- 
ented after  ore  bodies  have  been  prop- 
erly located.  The  national  forest  area 
in  this  county  is  147,607  acres.    . 

Transportation — A  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  extends 
from  Denver  up  Clear  Creek  canon  to 
G^eorgetown  and  Silver  Plume.  Another 
road,  popularly  known  as  the  Grays 
Peak  route,  runs  from  Silver  Plume  to 
the  mining  camp  of  Waldorf  and  west- 
ward to  the  summit  of  Mount  Mc- 
Clellan. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  that  which  runs  west  from  Den- 
ver by  way  of  Golden  and  Idaho 
Springs,  Dumont,  Lawson  and  Empire 
and  crosses  the  Continental  divide  at 
Berthoud  pass.  This  is  the  famous 
Lookout  mountain  route,  passing 
through  Denver's  mountain  parks,  and 
one  of  the  most  heavily  traveled  auto- 
mobile roads  out  of  Denver.  Branch 
automobile  highways  from  this  are 
well  improved,  and  furnish  many  de- 
lightful scenic  and  fishing  trips.  They 
are,  from  Lawson  to  Georgetown, 
thence  to  Silver  Plume  and  Grey- 
mont,  the  one  time  terminus  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railway,  from 
which  point  the  proposed  Loveland 
pass  route  will  climb  the  Continental 
divide,  making  a  short  cut  from  Den- 
ver to  Leadville,  110  miles  shorter 
than  any  present  road;  from  George- 
town to  Green  and  Clear  lakes,  is  an 
excellent  automobile  road,  unsur- 
passed in  its  scenic  beauties.  This 
branch  has  been  improved  to  Naylor 
lake,  a  fishing  resort  of  the  first  class, 
located  at  the  edge  of  timber  line,  at 
an  altitude  of  11,500  feet,  where  com- 
fortable cabins  and  excellent  service 
invite  the  sportsman  who  likes  his  fish 
large  and  gamy.     Chicago  lakes,  Lake 


Edith  and  Echo  lakes,  all  charming,  are 
reached  by  good  wagon  roads  from 
Idaho  Springs.  Central  City,  of  fame  as 
an  enormous  gold  producer,  is  reached 
'by  automobile  road  from  Idaho  Springs. 
There  are  numerous  other  county  roads 
and  trails,  generally  poorly  improved, 
constructed  principally  for  the  service 
of  metal  mines,  lumber  and  timber 
hauling. 

Educational — There  are  10  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  34 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Georgetown 
and  Idaho  Springs  each  offer  a  full 
four-year  highschool  course  and  that 
at  Silver  Plume  gives  three  years  of 
highschool  work.  There  are  no  private 
schools  and  no  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here  is  somewhat  severe.  The  winters 
are  long,  with  heavy  snowfall  and  ex- 
tremely low  temperatures  at  the 
higher  altitudes.  The  rainfall  in  the 
southern  part  varies  from  13  to  15 
inches,  and  in  the  north  and  west  it 
increases  very  rapidly,  being  about  20 
inches  along  the  Continental  divide. 

Tourist  Attractions — Tourist  travel 
to  Idaho  Springs,  Georgetown  and  Sil- 
ver Plume  has  always  been  heavy. 
Before  automobile  highways  were  con- 
structed into  this  section  of  the  state, 
there  was  much  summer  tourist  travel 
over  the  Colorado  &  Southern  rail- 
road. This  route  contains  the  famous 
"Georgetown  Loop,"  which  has  been 
a  great  attraction  for  tourists  during 
the  past  20  years.  The  road  to  the 
summit  of  Mount  McClellan  has  also 
been  a  popular  tourist  route.  In  the 
past  few  years  automobile  tourist  travel 
to  this  section  has  grown  rapidly  and 
travel  by  rail  still  continues  heavy. 
Idaho  Springs,  which  takes  its  name 
from  a  group  of  mineral  springs 
located  here,  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
health  and  tourist  resorts  in  the  state, 
both  summer  and  winter.  These  waters 
contain  mild  solutions  of  carbonate 
and  sulphate  of  sodium  and  are  said 
to  be  impregnated  with  radium  salts. 
Their  temperature  ranges  from  75  de- 
grees to  120  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

Cities  and  Towns — Georgetown,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  near  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  on  the  Colo- 
rado &  Southern  railroad.  It  is  the 
center  of  one  of  the  most  active  min- 
ing districts  in  the  state.  Idaho 
Springs,  the  principal  city,  is  located 
on  the  Colorado  &  Southern  railroad, 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 
Among  the  other  towns  are  Silver 
Plume,  Dumont,  Lawson,  Freeland, 
Alice,  Lamartine,  Waldorf,  Empire  and 
Daily,  mining  camps. 
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Special     Opportunities  —  There     are 

large  areas  of  government  land  in  this 
county,  which  presumably  contain  min- 
eral deposits.  Though  mining  has 
been  followed  extensively  here  for 
nearly  60  years,  the  ore  values  have 
not  nearly  played  out  and  new  dis- 
coveries are  being  made  very  fre- 
quently. Deep  mining  here  is  profit- 
able and  rich  deposits  are  opened  up 
at  great  depths,  from  which  there  are 
no  surface  outcroppings.  It  is  gen- 
erally conceded  that  the  future  suc- 
cess of  mining  operations  in  this 
county  depends  upon  the  extent  of 
deep  mining  enterprises. 


CONEJOS  COUNTY 

General  Description — Conejos  county 
lies  in  the  south  central  part  of  the 
state,  and  contains  a  portion  of  the 
southern  end  of  the  San  Luis  valley. 
The  Rio  Grande  river  forms  the  eastern 
boundary  and  the  main  range  of  the 
Rockies  forms  the  western.  It  is  of 
rectangular  outline,  with  an  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  of  45  miles,  and 
an  extreme  width,  north  and  south,  of 
30  miles.  The  area  is  approximately 
714,960  acres,  or  about  32,0^00  acres 
greater  than  the  area  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  surface  is  a  level  valley  in  the 
east,  rising  rather  abruptly  in  the  west 
to  the  Continental  divide.  The  altitude 
ranges  from  about  7,000  feet  in  the  ex- 
treme southeast  to  more  than  13,000 
feet  at  the  summit  of  some  of  the  moun- 
tain peaks  near  the  western  border. 

Early  History — The  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  this  county  was  visited  by 
Spanish  explorers  perhaps  as  early  as 
1600.  The  first  authentic  records  of  the 
visit  of  American  explorers  is  contained 
in  the  writings  of  Captain  Zebulon 
Pike,  who  entered  this  region  in  the 
spring  of  1807,  shortly  after  his  historic 
attempt  to  climb  Pikes  peak.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Conejos  river,  about  five 
miles  above  its  mouth,  Captain  Pike 
and  his  party  built  a  stockade,  which 
was  the  first  structure  erected  by 
Americans  in  this  region.  It  was  then 
Spanish  territory,  and  IMke  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Spaniards  and  taken  to 
Santa  Fe  soon  after  the  erection  of 
the  stockade.  The  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Conejos,  Costilla  and  Ala- 
mosa counties  was  ceded  by  Mexico 
fo  the  United  States  in  1S48.  The  first 
settlement  in  what  is  now  Conejos 
county,  and  one  of  the  first  settle- 
ments in  Colorado,  was  made  in  ^^'A  by 
Major  Lafayette  Head  and  i\  i)arty  of 
about  no  Mexicans,  near  the  present 
site  of  the  town  of  Conejos.  Conejos 
was  one  of  the  original   17  counties  in 


Colorado  territory,  and  was  originally 
much  larger  than  it  is  today. 

Surface  and  Soil — In  the  eastern 
part  the  surface  is  level  and  the  soil 
is  a  very  fertile  sandy  loam  of  great 
depth.  This  section  was  at  one  time 
a  part  of  an  immense  lake,  and  the 
soil  is  made  up  largely  of  mineral 
and  vegetable  matter  laid  down  by  its 
waters.  Further  west  the  surface  be- 
comes broken  and  rises  rapidly  to  the 
San  Juan  range,  which  here  forms  the 
Continental  divide.  The  soil  here  is 
coarser,  being  formed  almost  wholly 
by  the  weathering  of  the  rocks  of  these 
mountains.  There  is  an  excess  of  al- 
kali in  the  soil  in  some  sections,  but 
projects  are  now  under  way  which 
promise  by  drainage  to  remove  much 
of  the  harmful  substances,  or  to 
neutralize  their  effect  by  the  use  of 
gypsum  or  other  similar  substances. 
The  only  soil  survey  available  is  a 
gerieral  survey  of  the  valley  made  by 
the  bureau  of  soils  of  the  United  States 
department  of  agriculture  and  pub- 
lished in  1904. 

Population — The  boundaries  of  Cone- 
jos county  have  been  changed  since 
1910  and  no  comparison  can  be  made 
between  the  present  population  and 
that  returned  by  the  last  census.  The 
present  population  is  approximately 
5,000.  The  population  of  the  county 
as  it  was  constituted  in  1910  was  5,494. 
This  included  the  city  of  Alamosa, 
with  a  population  at  that  time  of  3,013, 
which  is  now  in  Alamosa  county. 
The  entire  population  of  Conejos 
county  as  it  is  now  constituted  is 
classed  as  rural,  there  being  no  town 
having  a  population  in  excess  of 
2,500.  The  percentage  of  foreign-born 
population  in  1910  was  3.4  and 
it  is  perhaps  about  the  same  at  this 
time.  A  good  many  of  the  earlier  set- 
tlers were  Spaniards  or  Mexicans,  and 
there  is  now  a  considerable  number  of 
Spanish  speaking  people,  though  most 
of  them  are  native  born.  Develop- 
ment in  the  agricultural  districts 
has  been  comparatively  rapid  since 
1910  and  the  population  in  these 
districts  has  increased  materially. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Rio  Grande  river  and  its  tributaries 
afford  drainage  and  water  supi)ly  for 
irrigation.  The  principal  tributaries 
ai-e  the  Conejos,  La  .Tara  and  .Mamosa 
rivers,  all  of  which  have  their  origin 
near  the  eternal  snows  of  the  San 
.Tuans  and  carry  good  supplies  of  water 
the  year  round.  Artesian  wells  sup- 
ply most  of  the  water  for  domestic 
pnrpos(^s  and  for  livestock  in  the  agrl- 
ciillui-al   districts,    the    flow    of    water 
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being  reached  at  depths  ranging  from 
100  to  600  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  agriculture,  stockraising  and  dairy 
farming.  There  is  some  mining  in  the 
extreme  northwestern  part  and  lum- 
bering and  tie-making  are  followed  to 
some  extent  in  the  mountain  districts. 
There  is  considerable  undeveloped  agri- 
cultural land  and  the  county  would  sup- 
port a  much  larger  agricultural  popula- 
tion than  it  has  at  present. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919,  there  was  218,267  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  Z0y2  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor.  85,300 
acres  was  being  farmed  under  irriga- 
tion, 9,600  acres  was  classed  as  natural 
hay  land  and  120,750  acres  as  grazing 
land.  The  remainder  is  principally 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there 
was  about  60,600  acres  of  unappro- 
priated state  land  in  the  county,  includ- 
ing a  considerable  amount  of  excellent 
agricultural  area.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  188,647  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  most  of 
which  is  valuable  chiefly  for  grazing 
purposes.  The  national  forest  area 
in  this  county  is  271,399  acres.  Irri- 
gated land  here  with  good  water  right 
may  be  purchased  at  prices  ranging 
from  $60  to  $150  an  acre.  Nonirrigated 
land,  some  of  which  will  ultimately  be 
placed  under  irrigation  but  most  of 
which  is  useful  only  for  grazing  pur- 
poses, costs  from   $15  to  $40  an  acre. 

Mineral  Resources — The  principal 
minerals  found  in  this  county  are  gold, 
silver,  copper,  zinc,  granite,  sandstone 
and  other  building  stone,  clays,  sand 
and  gravel.  There  has  been  some  pro- 
duction of  gold  and  silver,  but  the  de- 
posits That  have  been  worked  are  re- 
mote from  a  railroad  and  the  develop- 
ment has  been  but  slight. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  mountains  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county,  principally  pine, 
spruce  and  cedar. 

Transportation  —  A  narrow  gauge 
line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  rail- 
road system  coming  from  Alamosa 
runs  south  through  the  county  to  An- 
tonito,  where  it  branches,  one  line 
running  west  to  Durango  and  on  to  a 
connection  with  the  main  line  of  the 
system  at  Montrose  and  the  other 
running  south  to  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 

Highways — A  state  highway  runs 
south  along  the  route  of  the  Denver 
&  Rio  Grande  railroad  to  Conejos  and 
Antonito.     From  the  latter  place  this 


road  swings  west  and  makes  a  passage 
across  the  mountains  at  Cumbres  pass, 
one  branch  going  south  to  Santa  Fe, 
N,  M.,  and  another  west  to  Durango. 
A  part  of  this  highway  is  in  New 
Mexico  and  it  is  not  in  good  condi- 
tion for  automobile  travel  across  the 
mountains  at  present.  From  Antonito 
a  road  runs  south  into  New  Mexico 
along  the  railroad  line  and  another 
east  to  San  Luis,  Costilla  county.  A 
road  from  the  Alamosa-Antonito  line 
runs  west  near  the  north  boundary  of 
the  county  to  the  mining  camps  in  and 
near  Stunner.  There  are  numerous 
county  roads  in  the  eastern  end  of  the 
county,  sufficient  for  the  present 
needs   of   the   farmers    and    stockmen. 

Educational — There  are  29  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  58 
teachers.  The  schools  at  La  Jara  and 
Antonito  offer  a  full  four-year  high- 
school  course,  while  that  at  Romeo 
gives  three  years  of  highschool  work; 
that  at  Sanford  two  years  and  that  at 
Elcelsior  one  year.  There  is  a  con- 
solidated school  at  La  Jara.  There  are 
no  private  schols  and  no  colleges  in 
the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  average 
annual  rainfall  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county  varies  from  6.5  to  10  inches, 
being  too  light  for  profitable  farming 
without  irrigation.  Westward  it  in- 
creases rapidly  as  the  elevation  in- 
creases, being  above  25  inches  near 
the  summit  of  the  main  range  on  the 
western  boundary.  These  regions  of 
high  rainfall  contain  the  headwaters 
of  the  streams  that  irrigate  the  valley 
lands  of  the  county.  The  climate  in 
the  valley  section  of  the  county  is 
equable,  the  winters  being  open  and 
especially  favorable  for  stockfeeding. 
Further  west,  in  the  higher  altitudes, 
the  climate  is  more  irregular,  with  ex- 
treme cold  in  winter. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  a 
wealth  of  beautiful  mountain  scenery 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county,  most 
of  which  at  i)resent  is  very  difficult  of 
access  because  of  lack  of  transporta- 
tion facilities.  The  tributaries  of  the 
Rio  Grande  afford  excellent  trout 
fishing,  especially  in  their  upper 
courses. 

Cities  and  Towns — Antonito,  the 
principal  railroad  center,  situated  in 
the  southern  part,  has  a  population  of 
about  700.  Manassa,  the  largest  town, 
is  the  center  of  a  prosperous  agricul- 
tural and  stockraising  section  in  the 
eastern  part.  Sanford  is  a  prosperous 
agricultural  town  in  the  same  district. 
La  Jara  and  Romeo  are  important  rail- 
road towns.     Conejos,  the  countyseat. 
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is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  the 
county  and  is  about  one  mile  from  An- 
tonito.  Other  towns  are  Oritz, 
Ephriam,  Richfield  and  Guadalupe. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  development. 
There  is  perhaps  150,000  acres  of 
arable  land  in  the  county  not  under  cul- 
tivation and  the  county  would  support 
perhaps  50  per  cent  more  farmers  than 
it  has  at  present.  There  are  also  good 
opportunities  for  stockraising  and 
dairy  farming.  The  opportunities  in 
the  various  towns  depend  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  upon  further  agricul- 
tural growth.  Mineral  resources  in  the 
w^estern  part  of  the  county  are  largely 
undeveloped,  but  further  development 
will  depend  largely  upon  extension  of 
transportation  facilities. 


COSTILLA   COUNTY 

General  Description— Costilla  county 
is  located  in  the  south-central  part  of 
the  state,  and  includes  a  portion  of 
the  southern  end  of  the  San  Luis  val- 
ley. The  Rio  Grande  Del  Norte  river 
forms  a  part  of  the  western  boundary, 
the  Sangre  de  Cristo  mountain  range 
the  northern  and  eastern  ])art,  and  ihe 
state  of  New  Mexico  the  southern 
part.  The  area  is  approximately  810,- 
000  acres,  or  about  100,000  acres  more 
than  the  combined  areas  of  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  county  is  of  an  irregu- 
lar rectangular  shape,  with  an  extreme 
length,  north  and  south,  of  about  54 
miles  and  an  extreme  width,  east  and 
west,  of  about  32  miles.  The  surface 
in  the  southwest  is  a  level  valley, 
which  rises  rather  rapidly  toward  the 
east  and  northeast,  culminating  in  the 
high  peaks  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range.  The  altitude  ranges  from  about 
7,500  feet  in  the  southwest  to  more 
than  14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of  old 
Ealdy  and  other  peaks  of  the  Sangre 
de  Cristo  range. 

Early  History— The  territory  now 
•included  in  Costilla  county  was  visited 
by  Spanish  explorers  as  early  as  1600, 
and  some  gold  is  said  to  have  been 
found  at  that  time  near  the  present 
site  of  Fort  Garland.  Attempts  at 
colonization  were  first  made  about 
1849,  and  later  settlements  were  at- 
tempted on  a  large  tract  of  land 
known  as  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Grant, 
a  part  of  which  lay  in  New  Mexico,  but 
some  of  the  northeni  part  in  what  is 
now  Costilla  county.  The  first  at- 
tempts at  settlement  were  made  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county,  and  later 


colonies  were  established  on  the  Trin- 
chera  river.  In  1852  the  United 
States  government  established  Fort 
Massachusetts  in  the  sheltered  valley 
near  the  Sierra  Blanca,  on  the  w^est 
bank  of  Ute  creek.  Six  years  later  the 
fort  was  moved  a  short  distance  and 
renamed  Fort  Garland.  It  was  dis- 
mantled and  abandoned  in  1883,  but 
the  town  of  Fort  Garland  now  occupies 
the  same  site.  Costilla  county  was  or- 
ganized as  one  of  the  original  17  coun- 
ties of  Colorado  territory  in  1861,  being 
at  that  time  considerably  larger  than 
now.  A  large  part  of  the  area  was  in- 
cluded in  old  Spanish  land  grants. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
level  in  the  southwest,  but  becomes 
more  broken  as  it  rises  toward  the 
summits  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range. 
The  valleys  of  several  small  streams 
extend  across  it  from  the  mountain 
slopes  tow^ard  the  southwest.  The  soil 
is  principally  a  sandy  loam,  of  a 
coarse,  gravelly  mixture,  easily  worked 
and  usually  very  fertile.  In  the  south- 
west this  soil  is  formed  principally  by 
detritus  laid  down  on  the  bed  of  an 
ancient  lake,  which  formerly  occupied 
this  area.  Further  north  and  east  it  is 
formed  chiefly  from  the  weathering  of 
the  rocks  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range.  It  is  well  adapted  for  general 
agriculture,  and  under  irrigation 
raises  excellent  crops.  The  only  soil 
survey  of  the  district  ever  made  was 
that  of  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the 
United  States  department  of  agricul- 
ture, published  in  1904. 

Population — Though  Costilla  county 
was  one  of  the  first  sections  of  Colo- 
rado to  be  settled,  its  development  has 
been  slow,  chiefly  because  its  area  is 
made  up  largely  of  immense  land 
grants,  whose  owners  showed  little  in- 
clination to  break  them  up  into  smaller 
agricultural  units  and  populate  them. 
Its  first  settlers  were  Spaniards  and 
Mexicans,  and  the  population  today 
includes  a  great  many  Mexicans,  es- 
pecially in  the  older  towns  in  the 
southern  part.  In  1910  the  population 
was  5,498.  Since  that  time  a  part  of 
the  county  has  been  taken  away  to 
form  a  portion  of  the  new  county  of 
Alamosa,  and  the  i)resent  population 
of  what  is  left  is  about  5.000.  There 
are  no  large  cities,  all  of  the  popula- 
tion being  classed  by  the  U.  S.  census 
bureau  as  rural.  The  percentage  of 
foreign-l)orn  white  i)eople  is  very 
small,  native  whites  forming  about  96 
per  cent  of  the  total  population  in  1910 
and  i)erhai)s  a  larger  percentage  today. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Rio  Grande  river  and  its  tributaries 
afford  the  principal  drainage  and  the 
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tributaries  supply  water  for  the  irriga- 
tion of  practically  all  irrigable  land. 
The  chief  tributaries  are  the  Trin- 
chera,  Culebra  and  Costilla  rivers, 
which  have  their  sources  in  the  snows 
of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range  and 
flow  south  and  west  across  the  county. 
Irrigation  reservoirs  in  the  county 
have  an  aggregate  capacity  of  about 
130,000'  acre  feet,  and  water  from  them 
supplements  the  direct  flow  from  the 
streams  during  the  drier  periods  of  the 
summer,  affording  thus  an  ample  sup- 
ply for  crops  at  all  times  during  the 
growing  season.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  is  obtained  from  these 
streams  and  from  wells. 

Industries — Farming  and  stockrais- 
ing  are  the  principal  industries.  This  is 
an  excellent  stockraising  district,  es- 
pecially for  cattle  and  sheep.  The 
higher  lands  in  the  eastern  and  north- 
ern parts  afford  excellent  summer  pas- 
ture, and  hay  in  abundance,  while  field 
peas,  barley,  oats  and  like  grain  crops 
supply  an  abundance  of  winter  feed. 
Dairying  is  being  followed  more  ex- 
tensively each  year  and  conditions  are 
favorable  for  the  further  development 
of  the  industry.  There  has  been  some 
mining  in  the  county  for  many  years, 
but  the  annual  mineral  output  is  com- 
paratively small. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919,  there  was  743,596  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
nearly  92  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  81,000  acres  of  this  is  irri- 
gated farm  land,  .5,500  acres  is  natural 
hay  land.  2,400  acres  is  nonirrigated 
farming  land,  252,000  acres  is  grazing 
land  and  297,382  acres  is  classed  as 
desert  area.  The  remainder  is  prin- 
cipally mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  There  is 
but  64  acres  of  state  land  in  this  coun- 
ty and  no  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry.  Irrigated  land  here 
sells  at  from  $50  to  $150  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land,  suitable  chiefly  for 
grazing  purposes,  at  from  $5  to  $30  an 
acre. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  gold,  silver,  magnetic  iron 
ore,  granite  and  other  varieties  of 
stone,  potash,  brick  clay  and  building 
sand. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  mountains  in  the  east  and 
north,  principally  pine,  spruce  and 
some  cedar.  Lumbering  and  tie-mak- 
ing are  important  industries  in  these 
sections. 

Transportation — The  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  standard  gauge  railroad  passes 


east  and  west  across  the  northern  end 
of  the  county.  The  San  Luis  Southern 
railroad  leaves  this  line  at  Blanca  and 
extends  south  through  the  heart  of  the 
principal  agricultural  section  to  Jaroso, 
near  the  New  Mexico  line.  Pueblo  is 
the  nearest  large  market  reached  over 
these  lines. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Spanish  Trail,  crossing  the 
north  end  of  the  county,  north  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad.  A  sec- 
ondary state  highway  leaves  this  line 
at  Fort  Garland  and  runs  south 
through  San  Luis,  the  countyseat,  to 
Taos,  N.  M.  Another  extends  west- 
ward from  San  Luis  to  a  connection 
at  Antonito,  Conejos  county,  with  the 
road  across  Cumbres  pass  to  Durango. 
There  are  numerous  county  roads, 
ample  in  a  general  way  for  moving 
the  products  of  the  farms  to  railway 
points. 

Educational — There  are  16  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  24 
teachers.  The  school  at  Blanca  offers 
a  full  four-year  highschool  course, 
while  that  at  Mesita  gives  two  years 
of  highschool  work  and  that  at  San 
Acacio  one  year.  There  is  a  consoli- 
dated school  at  Mesita.  There  are  no 
private  schools  and  no  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data — In  the  prin- 
cipal farming  district,  in  the  south- 
west part  of  the  county,  the  average 
annual  rainfall  varies  from  7  to  10 
inches,  being  too  low  for  profitable 
farming  without  irrigation.  It  in- 
creases rapidly  toward  the  mountains, 
being  above  20  inches  at  the  summits 
and  along  the  slopes  of  the  Sangre 
de  Cristo  range.  This  area  furnishes 
the  water  supply  for  irrigation,  which 
is  am))le  for  all  purposes.  Because  of 
the  high  altitude  the  growing  season 
in  the  county  is  shorter  than  in  the 
agricultural  districts  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state,  but  with  an  abun- 
dance of  sunshine  and  plenty  of  water 
for  irrigation  crops  mature  very 
rapidly.  The  winters  are  open  and 
not  excessively  cold,  and  in  the  agri- 
cultural districts  are  very  favorable 
for  feeding  stock  in  the  open. 

Tourist  Attractions — Some  of  the 
finest  mountain  scenery  in  Colorado 
is  to  be  found  in  and  about  the  Sierra 
Blancas,  on  the  northern  boundary, 
and  in  the  Culebra  range,  along  the 
eastern  boundary.  The  streams  all  af- 
ford good  trout  fishing.  Recently  sev- 
eral of  the  private  lakes  and  reservoir^ 
have  been  stocked  with  trout  and 
now  are  fine  fishing  waters,  though 
special  permits  must  be  obtained  to 
use  them. 
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Principal  Towns  —  There  are  no 
towns  of  more  than  500  population  in 
the  county.  San  Luis,  the  countyseat, 
is  the  center  of  a  prosperous  agricul- 
tural district  in  the  southern  part. 
Other  agricultural  towns  in  this  sec- 
tion are  San  Acacio  and  Chama. 
Jarosa  is  the  terminus  of  the  San  Luis 
Southern  railroad  and  the  point  from 
which  three  stage  lines  radiate  into 
nearby  New  Mexico  towns.  Blanca 
and  Fort  Garland,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad,  are  the  principal 
shipping  points. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  here  are  for  agricultural 
development.  The  county  can  support 
fully  twice  as  large  an  agricultural 
population  as  it  has  today.  There  is 
little  state  land  and  no  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry  in  the 
county.  Stockraising  is  usually  carried 
on  in  this  county  in  connection  with 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  there  is 
considerable  room  for  the  development 
of  this  industry  as  well  as  dairy  farm- 
ing. There  are  two  successful  dairies  in 
this  county.  Considerable  mineralized 
territory,  almost  wholly  undeveloped 
and  but  little  prospected,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  north  and  east. 


CROWLEY   COUNTY 

General  Description — Crowley  county 
lies  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
state,  including  a  portion  of  the  Ar- 
kansas valley.  It  is  an  irregular  square, 
30  miles  long  by  30  miles  wide.  Its 
area  is  560,800  acres,  about  120,000 
acres  less  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  surface  is  generally 
level  or  rolling.  The  altitude  varies 
from  4,100  feet,  in  the  southwest,  to 
about  4,500  feet  in  the  north. 

Early  History — Hunters  and  trappers 
visited  this  section  of  Colorado  fre- 
quently in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century,  but  no  permanent  settlements 
were  made.  The  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  this  portion  of  the  Arkansas 
valley  began  in  the  TO's  and  was  com- 
I)aratively  rapid.  The  county  is  one  of 
the  younger  group  of  Colorado  coun- 
ties, having  been  created  in  1!)11  from 
the  northern  part  of  Otero  county.  It 
was  named  in  honor  of  the  Hon.  John 
H.  Crowley,  who  was  state  senator 
from  Otero  county  at  the  time  the  di- 
vision was  made. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  southern  part 
lies  in  the  Arkansas  valley  and  is  a 
broad,  level  stretch  of  ex(;ellent  agri- 
cultural, land.      It    rises    in    the    north 


into  a  level  or  broken  prairie,  where 
agriculture  has  been  followed  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  in  the  past  half  dozen  years. 
The  soil  in  the  southern  part  is  prin- 
cipally an  alluvial  or  sandy  loam  with 
small  adobe  areas.  In  the  north  it  is 
principally  sand,  with  occasional 
stretches  of  shale  or  adobe  soil.  It  is 
very  fertile  and  generally  easy  to  work. 
A  detailed  soil  survey  of  most  of  the 
irrigated  area  in  this  county  has  been 
made  by  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the 
United  States  department  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Population — Since  the  county  w^as 
organized  in  1911,  there  are  no  data 
available  showing  its  growth  in  popu- 
lation. The  agricultural  sections  of 
the  southern  part  have  been  developed 
for  a  great  many  years  and  the  popula- 
tion has  increased  steadily  and  at 
present  is  about  7,300.  The  percentage 
of  foreign-born  inhabitants  is  very 
small,  perhaps  less  than  five  per  cent. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Arkansas  river  flows  along  the  south- 
ern boundary  and,  with  its  tributaries, 
supplies  water  for  irrigation.  The 
principal  tributary  is  Horse  creek, 
which  has  its  source  in  the  Arkansas 
divide  and  flows  south  across  this 
county  into  the  Arkansas.  There  is 
water  available  for  considerable  more 
land  than  is  now  being  cultivated  under 
irrigation.  Water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  rang- 
ing from  50  to  75  feet.  Artesian  water 
is  reached  in  some  sections  at  from 
1,200  to  1,500  feet.  At  various  points 
in  the  county  springs  furnish  abun- 
dance of  water  for  domestic  purposes. 
The  shallower  wells  are  pumped  by 
means  of  wind  mills  and  in  some  sec- 
tions furnish  a  limited  supply  of  water 
for  irrigation. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeeding 
and  manufacturing.  Farming  is  car- 
ried on  principally  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county  in  the  irrigated  districts. 
In  recent  years  there  has  been  con- 
siderable development  of  the  nonirri- 
gated  districts  in  the  north,  which  have 
proved  to  be  fairly  profitable  agricul- 
tural areas.  Stockfeeding  is  followed 
extensively  in  the  southern  part. 
Thousands  of  cattle  and  sheep  are 
shipped  in  here  annually  for  fattening 
during  the  fall  and  winter  months. 
The  principal  manufacturing  industry 
is  the  making  of  beet  sugar.  At  Sugar 
City  the  National  Sugar  company  has 
a  factory;  at  Ordway.  Crowley  and 
Olney  there  are  alfalfa  meal  mills,  and 
at  Olney  there  is  a  canning  factory. 
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Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  cultivated  hays,  native 
hay,  sugar  beets,  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
rye,  corn,  beans,  garden  vegetables, 
apples  and  other  fruits,  and  a  variety 
of  seed  crops. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  road  surfacing  ma- 
terials, building  sand  and  building 
stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919,  there  was  195,926  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
nearly  35  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  588  acres 
was  improved  fruit  land,  53,529  acres 
was  irrigated  farm  land,  4,007  acres 
was  nonirrigated  farm  land  and  136,232 
acres  was  grazing  land.  The  remain- 
der consists  of  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919,  there  was  about  64,000 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  much  of  which  is  excellent 
agricultural  area.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  8,000  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  small  isolated  tracts 
of  little  economic  value.  Irrigated  land 
sells  here  at  from  $100  to  $300  an  acre, 
depending  chiefly  on  location  and  char- 
acter of  improvements.  Nonirrigated 
land  sells  at  from  $15  to  $50  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Missouri  Pa- 
cific railroad  runs  across  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  by  way  of  Sugar 
City  and  Ordway.  The  main  line  of 
the  Santa  Fe  runs  along  the  southern 
boundary  and  furnishes  transportation 
for  some  of  the  farm  products  in  the 
extreme  southern  part. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
M'ay  is  the  Central  Kansas  Boulevard, 
which  follows  the  line  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific  railroad  across  the  county  and 
joins  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  near  the 
southwestern  corner.  Numerous  coun- 
ty roads  have  been  fairly  well  im- 
proved and  are  in  a  general  way  suffi- 
cient for  the  transportation  of  farm 
crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  22  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  52 
teachers.  Ordway  and  Sugar  City 
have  highschools  offering  a  full  four- 
year  course  and  the  school  at  Crowley 
gives  one  year  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  and  no 
colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Arkansas 
valley,  is  mild  and  very  healthful.  The 
summers  are  long  and  warm  and  the 
"Winters  are  comparatively  short,  with 


moderate   temperatures.     The  rainfall 
varies  from  12  to  15  inches  annually. 

Tourist  Attractions — The  improve- 
ment of  the  Central  Kansas  Boulevard 
across  this  county  has  greatly  in- 
creased the  automobile  travel,  this 
being  one  of  the  principal  highways 
leading  into  Colorado  from  the  east. 
The  county  is  generally  level  and  des- 
titute of  natural  scenic  attractions,  but 
is  of  keen  interest,  however,  to  visitors 
from  the  east,  because  of  the  extensive 
development  of  farming  under  irriga- 
tion. Olney  Springs  derives  its  name 
from  large  natural  springs  located  near 
here.  Water  from  these  springs  is 
pumped  to  the  towns  of  Olney  Springs 
and  Ordway  for  domestic  use.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  springs  to  Ordway  is 
18  miles,  and  farmers  along  the  route 
have  tapped  the  watermains  to  obtain 
their  domestic  water  supply. 

Cities  and  Towns — Ordway,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  on  the  Missouri 
Pacific  railroad,  near  the  central  part 
of  the  county  in  the  heart  of  the  pros- 
perous agricultural  district.  Sugar 
City  is  the  site  of  the  second  sugar 
factory  built  in  eastern  Colorado, 
which  was  first  operated  in  1900.  Other 
towns  are  Crowley  and  Olney  Springs, 
on  the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  agricultural  development  of  the 
land  of  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
which  is  suitable  for  cultivation. 
Improved  methods  of  farming  without 
irrigation  have  been  introduced  in  the 
past  few  years,  proving  that  this  area 
can  be  farmed  at  a  profit.  There  is 
perhaps  sufficient  undeveloped  agricul- 
tural land  in  the  county  to  support  as 
large  an  agricultural  population  as  is 
now  being  supported  by  the  land  under 
cultivation. 


CUSTER  COUNTY 

General  Description — Custer  county 
lies  in  the  south-central  part  of  the 
state,  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  mountain 
range  forming  the  western  boundary. 
It  is  of  irregular  triangular  shape, 
with  an  extreme  length  at  the  base, 
which  is  the  north  boundary,  of  38 
miles,  and  a  width  of  25  miles.  Its 
area  is  478,080  acres,  or  about  200,a00 
acres  less  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  a  plateau,  rising 
into  a  rugged  range  of  hills  near  the 
eastern  boundary  and  culminating  in 
the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range  on  the  west. 
The  altitude  varies  from  about  6,700 
feet,  at  the  northern  boundary,  to  more 
than  14,000  feet  at  the  summit  of  some 
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Of  the  peaks  of  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range. 

Early  History— Early  Spanish  ex- 
plorers and  fortune  hunters  who  visited 
southern  Colorado  are  believed  to  have 
reached  as  far  north  as  Custer  county, 
but  no  authentic  records  of  their 
travels  here  are  extant  and  no  evi- 
dences of  their  activities  are  to  be 
found.  Captain  Pike  left  the  camp 
which  he  established  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Royal  Gorge  early  in  1807  and 
wandered  south  along  the  course  of 
Grape  creek  into  the  Wet  MQuntain 
valley  near  the  present  site  of 'Silver 
Cliff.  He  was  in  search  of  the  head- 
waters of  Red  river.  About  January  15 
he  led  his  men  to  the  base  of  the  Sangre 
de  Cristo  range,  near  the  southwestern 
corner  of  what  is  now  Custer  county. 
The  party  was  overtaken  here  by  a 
blizzard  and  nine  men  were  frozen  in 
the  extremely  cold  winter  that  fol- 
lowed. Immediately  after  the  rush  of 
gold  hunters  to  the  Pikes  Peak  region, 
prospectors  found  their  way  into  the 
Wet  Mountain  valley  and  discovered 
small  traces  of  gold  and  silver  along 
Hardscrabble  creek.  No  important  dis- 
coveries were  made,  however.  The 
first  permanent  settlement  in  the  val- 
ley was  in  1869.  A  German  colony,  led 
by  Carl  Wulsten,  located  in  the  south 
half  of  the  valley  and  their  descendants 
are  among  the  leading  farmers  in  that 
locality  today.  Rich  strikes  of  gold 
were  made  in  the  early  70's  and  the 
towns  of  Silver  Cliff  and  Rosita  were 
established.  In  18'79  and  1880  there 
was  a  rush  of  miners  to  this  district, 
and  in  1880  Silver  Cliff  was  the  third 
largest  town  in  the  state,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  over  5,000.  The  county  was 
organized  in  1877  from  a  part  of  Fre- 
mont county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Wet  Mountain 
valley,  one  of  the  most  prosperous  ag- 
ricultural districts  in  the  state,  oc- 
cupies the  central  part  of  the  county 
and  extends  into  Fremont  county.  The 
surface  here  is  level  and  the  soil  is 
extremely  fertile.  Surrounding  this 
valley  is  a  large  area  of  more  elevated 
plateau  land  which  for  many  years  has 
been  a  prosperous  stockgrowing  dis- 
trict. The  surface  rises  very  abruptly 
in  the  west  to  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
mountains.  A  range  of  low  hills  ex- 
tends across  the  southern  boundary 
and  through  the  eastern  part.  No  de- 
tailed soil  survey  of  this  area  is  avail- 
able. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  shown  wide  variations.  It 
was  largest  in  1880,  ])eing  at  that  time 
8.080.  In  1890  it  was  2,970;  1900,  2,937; 
and  in  1910  it  was  1,947.     The  present 


population  is  about  2,500.  The  de- 
cline after  1880  was  due  to  a  sharp 
falling  off  in  mining  activities.  In  1910 
the  foreign-born  white  people  made  up 
16.5  per  cent  of  the  total  population. 
The  principal  foreign-born  nationalities 
prebious  to  the  war  were  German  and 
English. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply. — The 

principal  streams  in  the  county  are  • 
Grape  creek  and  Texas  creek,  which 
flow  north  into  the  Arkansas  river. 
Hundreds  of  small  streams  have  their 
sources  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range 
and  flow  across  the  valley  below,  form- 
ing a  natural  irrigation  system  the 
equal  of  which  can  scarcely  be  found 
anywhere  else  in  the  west.  There  is 
water  available  for  considerably  more 
land  than  is  now  being  cultivated  under 
irrigation.  Water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses in  the  agricultural  districts  is  ob- 
tained principally  from  wells  and  is 
reached  at  depths  ranging  from  10  feet 
to  40  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising  and  metal 
mining.  Farming  is  carried  on  prin- 
cipally in  Wet  Mountain  valley.  Good 
grazing  land  surrounds  this  valley  on 
all  sides  and  recently  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  hay  land  has  been  put 
in  cultivation  without  irrigation.  The 
rainfall  here  is  sufficient  for  the  pro- 
duction of  almost  any  crops  grown  in 
Colorado. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, native  hay.  small  grain,  potatoes 
and  garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  alunite,  copper,  fluorspar, 
gold,  gypsum,  lead,  nickel,  silver,  gran- 
ite, sandstone  and  a  variety  of  other 
stones. 

Timber — There  is  good  timber  on  the 
high  lands  in  the  east  and  west,  prin- 
cipally pine,  spruce  and  cedar. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919,  there  was  218,391  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
more  than  45  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
10.577  acres  is  natural  hay  land,  9,399 
acres  is  nonirrigated  farm  land  and 
104,196  acres  is  grazing  land.  There 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  producing 
mineral  land  in  the  county  and  over 
3,000  acres  of  noni)roducing  mineral 
land.  Although  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor  show  no  irrigated  farm 
land,  the  natural  hay  land  is  practi- 
cally all  irrigated  and  some  of  it  is 
being  cultivated.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  13,800  acres  of  state  land  in 


Custer — Delta 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


67 


the  county,  some  of  which  is  suitable 
for  farming.  On  July  1,  1918,  there 
was  27,960  acres  of  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry,  some  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming,  but  most 
of  it  is  suitable  only  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. The  national  forest  area  is 
160,776  acres.  Irrigated  land  here 
sells  at  from  $50  to  $125  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land,  including  some  farm- 
ing land,  brings  from  $10  to  $30  an 
acre. 

Transportation — A  branch  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  leaves 
the  main  line  at  Texas  creek,  in  Fre- 
mont county,  and  runs  south  to  West- 
cliffe.  This  is  the  only  railroad  in  the 
county. 

Highways — The  state  highway  runs 
west  from  Pueblo  to  Silver  Cliff,  the 
countyseat.  It  branches  here  and  one 
line  runs  northeast  to  Canon  City  and 
another  runs  northwest  to  Cotopaxi. 
Another  state  road  runs  south  and  east 
from  Silver  Cliff  to  a  connection  with 
the  main  north  and  south  road  north  of 
Walsenburg,  in  Huerfano  county.  There 
are  numerous  county  roads,  sufficient 
in  a  general  way  for  the  movement  of 
crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  16  public 
district  schools  in  the  county,  em- 
ploying 17  teachers.  There  is  one 
private  school  at  Westcliffe,  but  no 
colleges. 

Climatological  Data— The  climate  in 
the  Wet  Mountain  valley  is  compara- 
tively mild  and  very  favorable  for  gen- 
eral agriculture.  In  the  high  surround- 
ing lands  it  is  more  severe  and  subject 
to  extremely  heavy  winter  snowfall  in 
the  south  and  west.  The  average  an- 
nual rainfall  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  is  from  17  to  20  inches. 
South  and  west  of  this  territory  is  a 
larger  belt  having  an  average  precipi- 
tation of  from  20  to  25  inches.  A  small 
area  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
has  a  precipitation  of  over  25  inches 
annually. 

Tourist  Attractions— This  valley  is 
comparatively  little  known  even  to 
Colorado  people,  although  it  contains 
much  beautiful  mountain  scenery.  It 
is  little  visited  by  tourists  because  of 
lack  of  good  highways  and  favorable 
railway  facilities.  The  mountain 
streams  are  all  well  stocked  with 
trout  and  promise  to  become  among 
the  most  popular  fishing  waters  in 
Colorado  when  they  are  better  known. 

Cities  and  Towns — Westcliffe,  the 
principal  city,  is  the  terminus  of  a 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad.  Silver  Cliff,  the  countyseat, 
is  located  about  two  miles  east  of  West- 


cliffe. Among  the  other  towns  are 
Rosita,  Queriba,  Wetmore  and  Green- 
wood. 

Special  Opportunities — Opportunities 
are  offered  here  for  both  agriculture 
and  mining  development.  State  and 
government  lands  suitable  for  cultiva- 
tion are  to  be  found  in  considerable 
quantity  and  privately  owned  land  may 
be  obtained  at  reasonable  prices.  The 
county  would  support  perhaps  a  50  per 
cent  larger  agricultural  population  than 
it  now  has.  Mining  has  been  followed 
here  for  more  than  35  years  and  im- 
portant ore  discoveries  have  been  made 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
There  is  a  large  area  of  mineralized 
land  in  the  county  that  has  enjoyed 
but  comparatively  little  development. 


DELTA  COUNTY 

General  Description — Delta  county 
lies  in  the  western  part  of  the  state 
and  includes  a  considerable  part  of 
the  agricultural  area  known  as  the  Un- 
compahgre  valley.  It  is  of  an  irregular 
triangular  outline,  with  an  extreme 
length  east  and  west  across  the  base 
of  48  miles  and  an  extreme  width 
north  and  south  of  40  miles.  Its  area 
is  768,640  acres,  or  about  85,000  acres 
more  than  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  surface  is  irregular,  being 
a  high  plateau  rising  into  mountain 
peaks  in  the  northeast  and  extending 
into  level  or  broken  valleys  in  the 
south  and  southeast.  The  altitude 
varies  from  about  4,750  feet,  at  the 
point  where  the  Gunnison  river  crosses 
the  western  boundary,  to  more  than 
9,00'0  feet  on  the  Grand  mesa  in  the 
northern  part. 

Early  History — This  territory  lies  in 
the  large  tract  of  land  that  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Ute  Indians  during  the 
early  period  of  the  settlement  of  Colo- 
rado. By  treaty  made  between  those 
Indians  and  the  United  States  the 
Indians  were  removed  to  the  Uinta 
reservation  in  Utah  in  1881  and 
settlers  soon  began  to  flock  into  the 
valley  lands  throughout  this  district. 
The  first  known  white  settler  was  a 
Frenchman,  Antoine  Roubideau,  who 
built  a  trading  post  near  the  present 
site  of  the  town  of  Delta  about  1840. 
Gunnison's  expedition  traveled  down 
the  Uncompahgre  river  in  1853.  No 
settlements  of  importance  were  made, 
however,  until  after  the  removal  of  the 
Ute  Indians  above  referred  to.  Delta 
county  was  organized  in  1883  from  a 
part  of  Gunnison  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  valleys  of  the 
Gunnison  and- Uncompahgre  rivers  are 
from  3  to  12  miles  wide,  with  exten- 
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sive  sloping  table  lands  lying  further 
back  both  north  and  south.  The  North 
Fork  and  Surface  Creek  valleys  both 
contain  much  excellent  agricultural 
land.  The  soil  in  all  of  these  valleys 
is  extrpmely  fertile,  but  shows  a  very 
wide  range  of  composition  and  texture. 
The  soU  on  the  table  lands  is  prin- 
cipally a  sandy  loam,  fertile,  but  read- 
ilv  susceptible  to  irrigation.  A  de- 
tailed survey  of  the  Uncompahgre  val- 
ley area,  made  by  the  bureau  of  soils 
of"  the  department  of  agriculture  in 
1910  and  published  in  1912.  describes 
the  soils  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
agricultural  lands  in  this  county. 

Population — The  population  was  13.- 
6SS  in  1910.  compared  with  5.4ST  in 
1900.  The  increase  was  due  largely 
to  agricultural  development  which  fol- 
lowed the  completion  of  the  govern- 
ment reclamation  project,  by  which 
water  was  diverted  from  the  Gunnison 
river  for  the  irrigation  of  lands  in  the 
Uncompahgre  valley,  and  to  the  won- 
derful opportunities  for  farming,  fruit- 
growins:  and  stockraising  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  county.  The  present  popu- 
lation is  about  15.500.  In  1910  the 
foreign  population  was  7. 7  per  cent  of 
the  total,  the  principal  foreign  nation- 
alities being  Russian.  German  and 
Canadian. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply— The 
Gunnison  river  flows  through  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  and  with 
its  tributaries  furnishes  the  drainage 
and  water  supply.  The  principal 
tributaries  here  are  the  Uncompahgre. 
North  Fork  and  Tongue  creek.  Water 
for  irrigation  is  obtained  principally 
from  the  North  Fork  and  its  tribu- 
taries for  the  lands  along  this  stream: 
from  Tongue  creek  and  its  tributaries 
for  lands  directly  north  and  east  of 
Delta,  and  from  the  Gunnison  river  bv 
way  of  the  tunnel  and  diversion  canal 
for  The  irrigation  of  the  Uncompahgre 
valley  lands.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  in  the  agricultural  districts 
is  obtained  largely  from  wells  and  is 
found  at  depths  ranging  from  S  to 
25  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  general  farming,  including  stock- 
raisiner.  dairying  and  fruitgrowing. 
Coal  minine:  is  followed  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  There  has  been  some 
drilling  for  oil  and  cas.  though  develop- 
ment in  this  direction  has  not  yet 
reached  any  considerable  proportions. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  both  cultivated 
and  wild,  wheat,  oats,  rye.  barley, 
corn,  notatoes.  onions,  apples,  pears. 
I)eaches  and  other  tree  fruits  and  some 
«mAll  fruits. 


Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  coal,  oil  shale,  petro- 
leum, gypsum,  natural  gas,  sand,  sand- 
stone, granite  and  other  building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber within  the  national  forest  areas, 
on  the  Grand  mesa  and  elsewhere, 
principally  yellow  pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  213.521  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
less  than  2S  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor.  6.966  acres 
was  improved  fruit  land.  64.S4(>  acres 
was  irrigated  farm  land.  36.490  acres 
was  nonirrigated  farm  land.  99.694  acres 
was  grazing  land.  535  acres  was  pro- 
ductive coal  land  and  3.136  acres  was 
nonproductive  coal  land.  The  remain- 
der consists  of  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  This  county 
has  but  two  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land,  due  to  the  fact  that  there 
was  an  Indian  reservation  here  when 
selections  of  state  land  were  made. 
On  July  1.  191S.  there  was  244,692 
acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is  of 
little  value  except  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. The  national  forest  area  in 
this  county  is  231.711  acres.  Improved 
fruit  land  here  sells  at  from  $100  to 
$300  an  acre,  while  irrigated  farm 
land  brings  from  S75  to  $150  an  acre. 
Nonirrigated  land,  suitable  principally 
for  grazing  purposes,  brings  from  $8 
to  $30  an  acre. 

Transportation — A  standard  gauge 
line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  rail- 
road passes  through  the  southwestern 
corner  of  the  county,  by  way  of  the 
town  of  Delta,  following  in  a  general 
way  the  valleys  of  the  Uncompahgre 
and  Gunnison  rivers.  A  branch  of  this 
road  runs  northeast  from  Delta  up  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Gunnison  river  by 
way  of  Hotchkiss  and  Paonia  to  the 
coal  mining  towns  of  Bowie,  in  Delta, 
and  Somerset,  in  Gunnison  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Rainbow  Route,  which 
passes  through  the  southwestern  cor- 
ner of  the  county  from  Montrose  to 
Grand  Junction  by  way  of  Delta.  A 
branch  of  this  road.  or.  more  properly. 
a  co-ordinate  route  with  the  one  pre- 
viously mentioned,  is  that  which  ex- 
tends east  from  Delta  to  Hotchkiss  and 
thence  southeast  through  Crawford  to 
a  connection  with  the  other  route  at 
Sapinero.  This  is  known  as  the  Black 
Mesa  road.  A  new  highway  has  re- 
cently been  completed  through  Cedar- 
edge  to  the  top  of  the  Grand  mesa. 
i»ffording  an  automobile   route   to   the 
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many  lakes  and  reservoirs  in  this  ter- 
ritory. 

Educational — There  are  24  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  121 
teachers.  There  are  five  highschools, 
located  at  Cedaredge,  Delta,  Eckert, 
Hotchkiss  and  Paonia.  There  are  no 
private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
this  county  is  comparatively  light  ex- 
cept in  the  high  altitudes  on  the 
Grand  mesa.  In  the  Uncompahgre 
valley  it  averages  less  than  10  inches 
annually;  in  Surface  Creek  and  North 
Fork  valleys  it  averages  perhaps  12 
inches.  On  the  Grand  mesa,  which 
contains  the  headwaters  of  some  of 
the  streams  supplying  water  for  irri- 
gation in  this  county,  the  average  an- 
nual rainfall  is  as  high  as  30  inches. 
The  climate  ranks  with  the  best  in 
Colorado.  The  summers  are  compara- 
tively long  and  warm  and  the  winters 
are  short  and  open. 

Tourist  Attractions — The  completion 
of  the  Rainbow  Route  has  greatly  in- 
creased automobile  tourist  travel  to 
this  district.  The  Grand  mesa  is  a 
popular  section  for  tourists.  It  has 
more  than  100  lakes  and  reservoirs, 
most  of  which  may  be  reached  by 
good  automobile  roads,  and  afford 
some  of  the  finest  fishing  to  be  found 
in  the  west.  Most  of  the  smaller 
streams  in  the  county  also  are  well 
supplied  with  trout. 

Cities  and  Towns — Delta,  the  county- 
seat,  located  at  the  mouth  of  the  Un- 
compahgre river,  is  the  principal  town 
and  the  main  distributing  point  for  one 
of  the  finest  agricultural  and  fruit- 
growing districts  in  the  west.  Other 
towns  are  Paonia,  Hotchkiss.  Lazear, 
and  Austin,  on  the  North  Fork  branch 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad: 
Eckert,  Coalby  and  Cedaredge,  in  the 
Surface  Creek  valley;  and  Escalante 
and  Roubideau,  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad,  and 
Crawford  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  for  ag- 
ricultural development  and  such  com- 
mercial development  in  the  various 
towns  as  will  follow  the  growth  of  the 
rural  agricultural  population.  There 
are  valuable  coal  deposits  that  are 
yet  only  partially  developed.  The  oil 
shale  deposits  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county  are  attracting  consider- 
able attention.  There  has  also  been 
intermittent  prospecting  for  oil  and 
some  drilling  for  a  great  many  years. 


DENVER   COUNTY 

General  Description — Denver  county 
is  identical  as  to  boundaries  with  the 
city  of  Denver.  It  lies  near  the  foot- 
hills on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rockies, 
in  the  north-central  part  of  the  state. 
It  is  the  smallest  county  in  Colorado, 
having  an  area  of  37,120  acres.  The 
South  Platte  river  flows  north  through 
the  central  part  of  the  county,  and 
Cherry  creek,  coming  in  from  the 
souiheast,  enters  the  Platte  near  the 
business  center  of  the  city.  The  val- 
leys of  these  streams  contain  the 
lowest  altitudes  in  the  county  and 
the  surface  rises  gradually  to  the  east 
and  west  of  these  streams,  being  gen- 
erally level  or  gently  sloping.  The 
altitude  varies  from  5,1S0  to  5,300  feet. 

Early  History — There  is  a  tradition 
that  a  wandering  trader  washed  out 
some  gold  from  the  sands  of  Cherry 
creek  near  where  that  stream  enters 
the  South  Platte  river,  more  than  70 
years  ago.  and  that  the  story  of  his 
discovery  is  what  brought  Green  Rus- 
sell and  other  gold  hunters  to  this 
particular  section  of  Colorado.  At  any 
rate  Russell  and  his  party  did  find 
gold  in  the  sands  of  Cherry  creek, 
near  the  present  site  of  the  city  of 
Denver,  in  the  summer  of  1858,  and 
Denver  had  its  birth  in  a  rough  vil- 
lage built  by  gold  seekers  on  both 
banks  of  the  stream  in  the  latter  part 
of  that  year.  At  first  the  settlement 
was  in  reality  two  villages.  That  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  stream  was 
called  Auraria.  and  that  on  the  east 
bank  received  the  name  "Denver,''  in 
honor  of  James  W.  Denver,  then  gov- 
ernor of  Kansas  territory,  which  at 
that  time  extended  west  to  the  Rocky 
mountains.  For  a  few  years  these 
villages  remained  separated  and  a 
certain  amount  of  rivalry  existed  be- 
tween them.  These  jealousies  were 
soon  forgotten,  however,  and  the  two 
settlements  united  into  one  town, 
which  was  proudly  called  Denver  City. 
It  was  originally  in  Arapahoe  county, 
as  Denver  county  was  not  organized 
until  1902.  The  county  was  then  con- 
siderably larger  than  at  present.  In 
1909  part  of  its  territory  was  annexed 
to  Adams  county,  leaving  the  bound- 
aries of  Denver  county  as  they  are  at 
present. 

Population — No  better  idea  of  the 
rapid  growth  of  Denver  can  be  ob- 
tained than  is  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing statistics  of  its  population  from 
1S60   to   the   present  time: 
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Year  Population 

I860'    2,500 

1870     4.759 

1880    35,629 

1890     106,713 

1900     113,859 

1910     213,859 

1919     270,000 

The  census  report  of  1910  was  com- 
piled after  the  boundaries  of  Denver 
county  had  been  reduced  to  their  pres- 
ent limits.  Previous  to  that  time  the 
figures  were  only  for  the  city  of  Den- 
ver, which  was  included  in  Arapahoe 
county.  The  boundaries  of  the  city 
were  extended  between  1900  and  1910, 
so  that  the  increase  in  the  decade  end- 
ing with  1910  is  partly  accounted  for 
by  additions  of  suburbs  to  the  city. 
In  1900  the  population  of  all  the  terri- 
tory now  included  in  the  city  of  Den- 
ver was  140,472,  making  the  increase 
for  the  decade  ending  with  1910  ap- 
proximately 62  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  an  increase  of  48  per  cent  for 
the  entire  state.  In  1910  the  foreign- 
born  white  population  in  the  city  was 
18.2  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  principal 
foreign  nationalities,  in  the  order 
named,  being  German,  Russian, 
Swedish,  English,  Irish,  Canadian, 
Italian,  Austrian  and  Scotch. 

Government — Under  an  amendment 
to  the  state  constitution  the  Denver 
county  and  city  governments  have 
been  consolidated,  the  functions  as- 
signed by  the  constitution  to  county 
officials  being  in  nearly  all  cases  per- 
formed by  city  officials  whose  duties 
under  the  city  charter  are  similar. 
The  official  style  of  the  joint  political 
corporation  is  the  City  and  County  of 
Denver.  The  city  of  Denver  has  had 
several  forms  of  government.  Until 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the 
state  constitution  before  referred  to 
its  government  was  separated  from 
that  of  the  county.  Litigation  for 
several  years  after  this  amendment 
was  adopted  preventing  the  actual  con- 
solidation of  the  functions  of  the  like 
city  and  county  officials,  and  both  city 
and  county  governments  were  inde- 
pendently maintained  in  some  depart- 
ments. At  the  present  time  the  con- 
solidation is  practically  complete  so 
far  as  is  possible  under  existing  con- 
stitutional regulations  and  statutes. 
The  so-called  "mayor  form"  of  govern- 
ment, with  bi-cameral  legislative  coun- 
cil, was  abolished  in  1913  and  a  type 
of  commission  government  was 
adopted.  This  proved  unpopular,  and 
in  1916  a  modified  "mayor  form"  of 
government,  non-partisan  and  having 
some  features  of  the  so-called  "man- 
ager form,"  was  adopted. 

Public  Utilities — There  are  few  cities 
in  the  country  having  a  better  water 


supply  than  Denver's,  which  is  drawn 
from  mountain  streams  many  miles 
west  and  south  of  the  city.  The  water 
system  is  municipally-owned,  having 
been  acquired  by  the  city  from  the  Den- 
ver Union  Water  company  in  1918, 
after  many  years  of  bargaining  and 
litigation.  Electric  light  is  furnished 
by  a  private  corporation,  much  of 
the  current  being  developed  by  water 
power  on  the  western  slope  of  the 
Rocky  mountains  and  brought  across 
the  range  over  high  voltage  transmis- 
sion lines.  Gas  for  heating  and  light 
is  supplied  by  the  same  company.  The 
street  railway  system  is  privately- 
owned,  operated  by  a  single  company, 
which  also  operates  many  traction 
lines  to  nearby  cities  and  towns.  The 
telephone  company  serving  Denver 
operates  throughout  Colorado  and  sev- 
eral other  western  states.  It  has 
about  47,000  subscribers  in  the  city  of 
Denver. 

Railway  Transportation — Eight  rail- 
roads enter  the  city  and  furnish  excel- 
lent facilities  for  bringing  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  state  here  for  market  and 
distributing  the  manufactured  articles 
produced  here  to  other  parts  of  the 
country.  These  roads  are  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy,  Colorado  & 
Southern,  Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  Den- 
ver &  Salt  Lake,  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific,  Great  Western, 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe,  and 
Union  Pacific.  Several  of  the  roads 
named  have  more  than  one  line  en- 
tering the  city,  some  of  them  having 
as  many  as  four. 

Financial — Denver  has  42  banking 
institutions,  including  five  national 
banks.  On  December  31,  1918,  their 
combined  assets  were  $141,383,924.38 
and  their  total  deposits  were  $122, 
969,578.99.  Denver  is  the  financial  cen- 
ter of  the  Rocky  Mountain  west  and 
most  of  the  big  mining,  manufacturing, 
irrigation  and  other  concerns  operat- 
ing in  Colorado  and  neighboring  states 
do  some  or  all  of  their  banking  busi- 
ness through  the  banks  of  this  city. 

Public  Improvements — The  following 
tabulation,  taken  from  the  records  of 
the  office  of  the  manager  of  improve- 
ments and  parks,  gives  some  idea  of 
the  character  and  extent  of  street  and 
drainage  improvements: 

All   streets    1,000  miles 

Surfaced    224   miles 

Paved   streets 57   miles 

Parked  boulevards 18   miles 

Double   parkways    10   miles 

CurbinpT    751   miles 

Paved    alleys    4  9   miles 

Sidewalks    775   miles 

Sanitary   sewers    4  95   miles 

Storm  and  combination  sewers  141   miles 
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The  city  boulevard  system  com- 
prises 125  miles  of  improved  drive- 
ways, connecting  the  principal  parks 
and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  city. 
There  are  30  city  parks,  with  an  ag- 
gregate area  of  1,300  acres,  and  15 
public  playgrounds,  comprising  about 
20  acres.  The  Civic  Center  adjoining 
the  state  capitol  grounds,  contains 
nine  acres.  Its  improvement  is  not 
complete,  but  a  comprehensive  plan 
has  been  worked  out  under  which  it  is 
to  be  made  one  of  the  most  attractive 
city  centers  in  the  world.  The  munic- 
ipal auditorium  is  one  of  the  finest  m 
the  countrv,  having  a  seating  capacity 
of  about  12,000.  A  municipal  pipe 
organ  has  recently  been  installed  here 
and  frequent  free  public  organ  recitals 
are  given.  There  is  one  central  city 
librarv,  located  on  the  Civic  Center, 
and  seven  branch  libraries,  with  two 
yet  to  be  constructed.  The  value  of 
all  public  properties  of  the  city,  ex- 
clusive of  streets,  alleys  and  sewer 
system,  was  approximately  $30,900,000 
on  May  1,  1919. 

City     Finances— On     Jan.     1,     1919, 
There    was    outstanding    $4,884,900    in 
park  and  local  improvement  bonds.   At 
the   same   time   there   was    $430,016.88 
of  cash  on  hand  in  the  sinking  fund 
for  the  payment  of  these  bonds,  leav- 
ing a  net  bond  debt  for  parks  and  local 
improvements  amounting  to  $4,454,883.- 
12.      These    obligations    are    assessed 
against  the   property  in   specified  dis- 
tricts, for  the  purchase  and  improve- 
ment of  parks  and  the  construction  of 
street,  sewer  and  other  lilce  improve- 
ments in  those  districts.     They  repre- 
sent obligations  that  are  met  by  special 
tax  levies,  and  not  by  the  revenue  from 
general    taxation.      On    Jan.    1,    1919, 
there   was    outstanding    $15,320,400    in 
general  city  bonds,  which  are  to  be  met 
by  the  revenues  from  general  taxation. 
At  that  time  the  city  had  cash  on  hand 
and   investments   against  these  bonds 
amounting  to  $973,3&8.11,  leaving  a  net 
general  bond  debt  of  $14,347,041.89.  As 
stated  above,  the  value   of  all  public 
properties,  exclusive  of  streets,  sewers, 
etc.,  on  May  1,  1919,  was  $30,900,000. 
The  report  of  the  city  auditor  shows 
the  value  of  all  property  of  the  city, 
including  roads,  sewers,  etc.,  was  $41,- 
336,039.45  at  the  close  of  1918. 

Manufacturing— The  city  has  grown 
very  rapidly  as  a  manufacturing  cen- 
ter in  recent  years,  and  during  parts 
of  1917  and  1918  its  factories  turned  out 
a  considerable  volume  of  goods  in  dif- 
ferent lines  for  the  use  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  No 
accurate  data  on  the  city's  manufactur- 
ing output  for  1918  can  be  secured,  but 
the   following   tabulation,    taken    from 
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census  reports,  shows  something  of  its 
activity  in  this  line  from  1909  up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  war: 

1914 — Number  of  establishments,  885; 
number  of  wage  earners,  11,062;  wages 
and  salaries,  $11,326,000;  value  of  out- 
put, $46,982,000';  capital  invested,  $44,- 
679,00'0: 

190>9 — Number  of  establishments,  765; 
number  of  wage  earners,  11,065;  wages 
and  salaries,  $11,424,000;  value  of  out- 
put, $46,925,000;  capital  invested,  $47,- 
534,000'. 

1904 — Number  of  establishments,  722; 
number  of  wage  earners,  9,672;  wages 
and  salaries.  $8,529,000;  value  of  output, 
$36,660,000;    capital    invested,    $27,434,0'0i0'. 

1899 — Number  of  establishments,  574; 
number  of  wage  earners,  8,500';  wages 
and  salaries,  $6,417,000;  value  of  output, 
$37,906,000';   capital  invested,   $31,271,0'O0. 

The  number  of  wage  earners  shown 
in    the  table    is   the    average    through 
the  year.     In  1909  there  were  engaged 
in  the  manufacturing  industry  in  Den- 
ver,  in    addition    to   those    classed    as 
wage     earners,     the     following:     Pro- 
prietors and  firm  members,   668;    sal- 
aried    officers,     superintendents     and 
managers,  713;  Clerks  and  other  office 
employes,  1,969.     The  figures  for  1914 
are    somewhat     different    from    those 
published  with  the  1910  census  report, 
since   that  report  contained   statistics 
for    a    few    manufacturing    establish- 
ments not  within  the  city  limits.     They 
have  since  been  revised  to  include  only 
factories  in  the  city,  and  the  statistics 
here  given  are  taken  from  the  revised 
sheets.     Since  1914  there  has  been  a 
very  material  increase  in  the  value  of 
goods    manufactured,    resulting   partly 
from  increased  output  and  partly  from 
the    very   substantial    increase    in    the 
value    of   manufactured    goods.      More 
than   100  different  lines  of  goods  are 
produced.     Meat-packing     takes      first 
rank  in  the  value  of  output.     In  1914 
bread    and     bakery    products     ranked 
second,    with    foundry    and    machine- 
shop  products  third.  At  present  foundry 
and   machine   products   probably   rank 
second  and  flour-mill  and  grist-mill  pro- 
ducts third.     The  Denver  Manufactur- 
ers' association,  a  bureau  of  the  Denver 
Civic  and  Commercial  association,  has 
done  active  and  effective  work  in  en- 
couraging the  manufacturing  industry 
of  the  city,  largely  by  stimulating  the 
use  here  of  Colorado-made  goods  and 
by  bringing  large  war  contracts  to  the 
city.  The  Industrial  bureau  of  the  city, 
recently  established,  is  at  present  con- 
ducting a  detailed  survey  of  the  man- 
ufacturing industry  in  Denver,  with  a 
view  to  encouraging  further  manufac- 
turing development. 

General  Business — Denver  is  the 
principal  wholesale  and  jobbing  center 
of  the  Rocky  Mountain  west  and  its 
trade   territory  is   steadily   expanding. 
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It  is  also  distributing  headquarters  for 
many  large  manufacturing  industries 
located  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Educational  Facilities — The  city  has 
68  public  schools.  They  include  59 
elementary  schools,  five  highschools, 
two  manual  training  highschools.  one 
trade  school  and  one  combined  oppor- 
tunity school.  In  addition  there  are  the 
Denver  university,  Colorado  Woman's 
college,  and  numerous  private  and  sec- 
tarian schools,  academies  and  colleges 
and  many  business,  trade  and  profes- 
sional schools.  The  city  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  educational  centers 
in  the  west. 

Churches — There  are  in  the  city  ap- 
proximately 270  churches,  including 
nearly  all  established  denominations. 
Twenty-one  of  these  are  Catholic  and 
14  Jewish.  Methodists  lead  the  Prot- 
estant denominations,  with  51  churches. 
There  are  five  Christian  Science 
churches,  one  Unitarian,  one  Univer- 
salist  and  one  United  Brethren. 

Building  Regulations — Denver's 
building  regulations  are  rigid,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  provisions  affect- 
ing fire  protection,  and  uniformity  of 
building  lines  and  structures.  The 
building  code  at  present  requires  fire- 
proof construction  of  some  type  in  all 
parts  of  the  business  sections  and  for- 
bids the  erection  of  frame  structures 
except  in  the  most  remote  residence 
districts.  As  a  result  Denver's  resi- 
dences are  almost  exclusively  of  brick, 
stone,  cement  or  some  type  of  fire- 
proof material.  Few  cities  of  the  size 
of  Denver  have  so  large  a  number  of 
beautiful  small  homes.  Twelve  stories 
is  the  limit  for  the  height  of  buildings 
in  the  business  district  and  but  few 
buildings  are  that  high.  Usually  they 
occupy  more  extensive  ground  space 
than  do  office  buildings  in  cities  that 
permit  the  erection  of  structures  of 
greater  height.  The  strict  enforcement 
Oi  fireproofing  regulations  in  building 
construction,  together  with  an  efficient 
fire  department,  has  kept  the  fire  loss 
in  the  city  at  a  low  figure. 

State   and    Other    Public    Buildings — 

Denver  is  the  cai)ital  of  ('olorado,  and 
the  capitol  building,  situated  on  very 
attractive  grounds  adjoining  the  Civic 
Center  on  the  east,  is  one  of  the  most 
impressive  buildings  in  the  west.  It 
is  constructed  of  (Colorado  granite.  Just 
across  Fourteenth  avenue  to  the  south 
is  the  state  museum,  and  a(;ross  Colfax 
avenue,  opposite  the  capitol,  was  the 
state  military  head{iua.rters.  the  office 
of  the  adjutant  general,  whi(;h  has  be- 
come one  of  the  busiest  departments 
in  the  state  government  as  a  result  of 


the  heavy  duties  added  by  the  partici- 
pation of  the  United  States  in  the 
World  War.  The  new  state  office  build- 
ing, authorized  by  the  Twenty-second 
General  Assembly,  is  to  be  located 
here  and  the  wrecking  of  the  present 
building  was  begun  in  the  summer 
of  1919.  The  postoffice,  in  the  down- 
town business  district,  is  built  of  Colo- 
rado white  marble,  cost  more  than  $2,- 
500,000,  and  is  one  of  the  handsomest 
structures  in  the  city.  The  Denver 
branch  of  the  United  States  mint  is  on 
Colfax  avenue  just  west  of  the  Civic 
Center.  The  Denver  Civic  and  Com- 
mercial association  and  the  various 
bureaus  connected  with  it  are  housed 
In  the  association's  building  on  Champa 
street,  half  a  block  from  the  postoffice. 

Federal  Department — About  40  fed- 
eral offices  and  bureaus,  exclusive  of 
special  war  bureaus,  have  their  head- 
quarters in  Denver,  among  them  being 
the  following:  Reclamation  service, 
forest  service,  bureau  of  animal  in- 
dustry, general  land  office,  geological 
survey,  Indian  service,  bureau  of  mines, 
immigration  department,  grain  stand- 
ards inspection  service,  public  roads 
and  rural  engineering,  secret  service, 
postoffice  inspection,  and  various  bu- 
reaus of  the  interstate  commerce  com- 
mission, department  of  labor,  depart- 
ment of  the  treasury  and  department 
of  commerce.  Most  of  these  bureaus 
are  headquarters  from  which  the  work 
in  a  considerable  part  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  west  is  directed. 

Tourist  Attractions — It  is  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  volume  to  catalogue  in 
detail  the  many  attractions  for  tour- 
ists to  be  found  in  and  about  Denver. 
The  city's  mountain  parks,  however, 
are  unique  and  deserve  special  mention. 
Under  an  amendment  to  the  state  con- 
stitution Denver  is  authorized  to  con- 
demn and  acquire  land  for  park 
purposes  within  a  radius  of  80  miles 
from  the  city  limits,  and  the  people  of 
the  city  have  voted  a  special  tax  levy 
to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
parks.  On  May  1,  1919,  there  was  ap- 
proximately 2,700  acres  in  these  moun- 
tain parks,  located  in  the  scenic 
foothills  region  directly  west  of  the 
city.  Through  these  parks  the  city 
has  built  more  than  50  miles  of  high- 
way and  has  aided  in  the  construction 
of  roads  leading  to  the  parks  from 
Denver  to  Golden  and  from  Denver  to 
Morrison.  The  circle  drive  through  the 
parks  covers  08  miles  and  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  short  automobile  drives 
in  the  state.  There  are  within  the 
parks  numerous  shelter  houses,  open- 
air  ovens,  camp  sites  and  other  ac- 
commodations for  visitors. 
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Climatological  Data— The  general 
characteristics  of  the  climate  of  Den- 
ver are  fairly  well  known  throughout 
the  country  and  are  becoming  better 
known  each  year,  as  the  number  of 
tourist  visitors  increases.  Its  special 
advantages  can  not  be  adequately 
stated  in  figures  for  few  people  are 
able  to  appreciate  the  effects  of  high 
altitude,  low  humidity,  moderate  air 
movements  and  like  climatic  condi- 
tions without  actually  experiencing 
them.  General  figures  published  else- 
where in  this  volume  show  the  import- 
ant climatic  conditions  peculiar  to 
Denver  and  other  cities  and  towns  in 
the  state.  A  few  comparisons  are 
?lven  here,  however,  as  a  guide  by 
which  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
climate  of  Denver  and  vicinity  may 
explain  why  Colorado  climate  is  per- 
haps the  best  in  the  United  States. 
The  average  annual  precipitation  in 
Denver  is  14  02  inches,  as  compared 
with  44.6  inches  in  New  York.  33.3 
inches  in  Chicago.  37.2  inches  in  St. 
Louis,  37.3  inches  in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri; 43.5  inches  in  Washington,  D. 
C;  28.7  inches  in  St.  Paul.  49.4  inches 
in  Atlanta.  57.4  inches  in  New  Orleans, 
47.1  inches  in  Galveston.  22.3  inches  in 
San  Francisco,  and  45.1  inches  in  Port- 
land, Oregon.  The  mean  annual 
humidity  in  Denver  is  52  per  cent, 
against  72  per  cent  in  New  York.  74 
per  cent  in  Chicago,  70  per  cent  in  St. 
Louis,  70  per  cent  in  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri; 72  per  cent  in  Washington,  D. 
C;  72  per  cent  in  St.  Paul.  72  per  cent 
in  Atlanta,  78  per  cent  in  New  Orleans, 
81  per  cent  in  Galveston,  80  per  cent  in 
San  Francisco,  and  74  per  cent  in 
Portland,  Oregon.  The  altitude  of 
Denver  is  one  mile  above  sea  level, 
■which  accounts  in  a  large  measure  for 
many  of  the  advantages  of  its  climate. 
It  should  be  stated  here  that  other 
cities  in  Colorado  show  even  more  fa- 
vorable comparisons  with  the  cities 
named  above  than  does  Denver  and 
that  in  all  parts  of  the  state  the  spe- 
cial climatic  advantages  peculiar  to 
Denver  are  present. 


DOLORES  COUNTY 

General  Description — Dolores  county 
is  in  the  southwestern  i)art  of  the 
state,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Monte- 
zuma county  and  on  the  west  by  Utah. 
It  is  of  rectangular  outline  with  an 
extreme  length,  east  and  west,  of  65 
miles,  and  an  extreme  width  of  24 
miles.  The  area  is  667,520  acres  or 
slightly  less  than  the  area  of  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island.  It  is  broken  table 
land  in  the  west  which  rises  to  the 
summits  of  the  La  Plata  and  the  San 


Miguel  mountains,  on  the  eastern  bor- 
der. The  altitude  varies  from  about 
5.900  feet  in  the  extreme  southwest  to 
about  13,000  feet  at  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  peaks  on  the  eastern 
boundary. 

Early  History — That  this  territory 
was  visited  by  Spanish  explorers  and 
fortune  hunters  in  the  18th  century 
is  proven  by  traces  of  ancient  mining 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Rico 
similar  to  those  known  to  have  been 
carried  on  by  other  Spanish  explorers 
in  southwestern  Colorado.  There  is  no 
indication  of  any  important  discover- 
ies of  gold  made.  A  party  of  trap- 
pers employed  by  the  St.  Louis  F\ir 
company  made  a  temporary  settlement 
on  the  Dolores  river  about  1833.  The 
Baker  expedition  which  set  out  from 
California  Gulch,  in  what  is  now  Lake 
county,  in  1860,  reached  this  territory 
in  the  spring  of  1861.  There  were  nu- 
merous other  stray  prospectors  and  fur 
hunters  in  the  territory  previous  to 
1874,  but  no  settlements  of  importance 
were  made  until  after  the  treaty  with 
the  Southern  Ute  Indians  in  1873.  The 
Rico  mining  district  was  first  worked 
systematically  in  1878.  The  territory 
now  included  in  Dolores  county  was 
first  a  part  of  La  Plata  county.  It  was 
organized  as  a  part  of  Ouray  county  in 
1877  and  Dolores  county  as  it  now 
exists  was  created  in  1881. 

Surface  and  Soil — In  the  western  part 
the  surface  is  a  succession  of  high 
mesas  cut  by  numerous  canons  and 
narrow  valleys.  Much  of  the  mesa  land 
is  suitable  for  cultivation  but  most  of 
the  valleys  are  too  narrow  for  farming. 
The  surface  is  rugged  and  broken  in 
the  central  part  and  rises  rapidly  to- 
ward the  east  to  the  summit  of  the 
mountains  on  the  eastern  and  north- 
eastern boundaries.  The  soil  in  the 
valleys  and  on  the  mesas  is  a  sandy 
loam,  very  fertile  in  some  districts  but 
in  others  coarse  and  unsuitable  for 
cultivation.  There  is  no  soil  survey 
of  this  territory  available. 

Population — Dolores  county  is  the 
least  developed  and  most  thinly  popu- 
lated county  in  Colorado.  Its  popula- 
tion in  1910  was  642,  about  one  person 
for  every  1,040  acres  of  land.  The 
density  of  population  of  the  entire  state 
in  1910  as  calculated  by  the  United 
States  census  bureau,  was  7.7  per 
square  mile  and  for  Dolores  county  it 
was  0.6  per  square  mile.  The  popula- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  1919  was  ap- 
proximately 1,100.  In  1910  the  native 
white  population  was  71.8  of  the  total. 
The  percentage  of  foreign-born  people 
is  considerably  lower  than  it  was  in 
1910.    Previous  to  the  war  the  foreign- 
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born  population  was  made  up  chiefly 
of  Austrians,  Italians  and  Germans. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

Dolores  river  and  its  tributaries  fur- 
nish the  principal  drainage.  The  river 
has  its  source  in  the  San  Miguel  moun- 
tains in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
flows  south  into  Montezuma  county  and 
turning  north  again,  crosses  the  west 
end  of  Dolores  county.  A  few  small 
tributaries  of  the  San  Juan  river  have 
their  sources  in  the  southwest  comer 
of  the  county.  There  is  water  available 
for  the  irrigation  of  considerable  land 
but  irrigation  development  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  very  limited.  Water  for 
domestic  purposes  in  some  sections  is 
obtained  from  wells  at  depths  ranging 
from  25  to  125  feet. 

Industries — Mining  is  the  principal 
industry.  The  Rico  mining  district  has 
been  producing  steadily  for  nearly  40 
years.  There  has  been  some  agricul- 
tural development  in  the  river  valleys 
and  stockraising  is  carried  on  rather 
extensively.  Lumbering  and  tie-making 
have  also  been  important  industries  at 
various  times  in  the  past. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  wheat,  oats,  barley, 
corn,  potatoes,  garden  vegetables  and 
some  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  alunite,  antimony,  carnotite, 
clays,  coal,  copper,  fluorspar,  gold, 
gypsum,  lead,  silver,  zinc,  granite 
and  other  building  stone.  Gold,  silver, 
copper,  lead  and  zinc  have  been  mined 
in  large  quantities  and  are  still  being 
produced.  The  Rico  district  was  form- 
erly one  of  the  biggest  silver  producing 
sections  of  the  state.  There  are  ex- 
tensive deposits  of  stone  and  clay  but 
they  are  almost  wholly  undeveloped 
because  of  remoteness  from  market. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  heavy 
timber  in  the  mountainous  districts  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  prin- 
cipally pine  and  spruce.  Some  cedar 
and  pinon  are  found  on  the  higher 
lands  in  the  western  part. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  tliere  was  30,451  acres  of  patented 
land  in  the  county,  or  only  about  41/2 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of  this 
amount,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  county  assessor,  1,595  acres  was 
irrigated  farm  land,  G,504  acres  was 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  13,060  acres 
vvjiH  grazing  land  and  4,404  acres  tim- 
b(!r  land.  The  remainder  is  mineral 
land,  town  and  city  lots  and  railroad 
rights  of  way.  On  January  1.  1919, 
there  was  9,093  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated state  land  in  the  county,  some  of 


which  is  suitable  for  farming  purposes 
and  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  at  very  low  prices  and 
on  favorable  terms.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  89,105  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  which  is  suitable 
for  farming  purposes,  though  remote 
from  railroads.  The  national  forest 
area  is  310,943  acres.  Irrigated  land 
here  sells  at  from  $75  to  $150  an  acre 
and  nonirrigated  land  at  from  $5  to 
$30  an  acre. 

Transportation  —  The  Rio  Grande 
Southern  railroad  passes  through  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county. 

Highways — Road  building  has  been 
slow  in  this  county,  but  remarkable 
progress  is  being  made  at  present.  A 
state  highway  from  Cortez  by  way  of 
Rico  to  Ridgway  is  now  being  im- 
proved and  soon  will  be  one  of  the 
principal  north  and  south  thorough- 
fares in  the  western  part  of  the  state. 
Another  state  road  is  under  construc- 
tion from  Cortez  through  the  central 
part  of  Dolores  county  to  a  connection 
with  the  Paradox  valley  road  near  Nor- 
wood. It  is  expected  that  these  roads 
will  be  so  far  completed  in  1919  as  to 
afford  good  automobile  routes  into  the 
San  Juan  basin  from  the  Rainbow 
Route  and  other  highways  passing  east 
and  west  across  the  state. 

Educational — There  are  10  public 
district  schools  in  the  county,  employ- 
ing 12  teachers.  The  school  at  Rico 
offers  three  years  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall 
varies  from  about  13  inches  in  the 
west  to  about  25  inches  in  the  moun- 
tain districts  in  the  eastern  part. 
There  is  plenty  of  water  for  farming 
without  irrigation  in  most  of  the  dry 
farming  districts  but  little  progress 
in  this  direction  has  been  made.  The 
climate  In  the  western  part  is  mild 
and  equable  while  in  the  eastern 
part  the  winters  are  severe  with  ex- 
tremely heavy  snowfalls. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  a 
wealth  of  picturesque  mountain  scen- 
ery in  the  eastern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty which  is  comparatively  little  known 
even  to  Colorado  people,  because  of 
lack  of  transportation  facilities.  The 
completion  of  the  state  highway  pre- 
viously referred  to  will  greatly  in- 
(!rease  tourist  travel  to  this  section. 
Good  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  most 
of  the  mountain  streams  and  in  a  few 
ol  the  mountain  lakes. 
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Cities  and  Towns — Rico,  the  county- 
seat,  is  the  only  important  town. 
Other  smaller  settlements  are  Dunton, 
a  mining  town,  with  important  hot 
springs,  and  Dove  Creek,  center  of  a 
prosperous  nonirrigated  district.  These 
are  principally  postoffices  and  supply 
stations. 

Special  Opportunities — Opportunities 
are  offered  here  for  both  agricultural 
and  mining  development.  It  has  been 
previously  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  land  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county  which,  under  favor- 
able conditions,  might  be  cultivated 
successfully,  but  which  has  been  al- 
lowed to  lie  idle  because  remoteness 
from  railroads.  While  the  Rico  mining 
district  has  been  producing  extensively 
for  a  great  many  years,  there  is  still 
a  large  area  of  mining  territory  which 
has  been  only  imperfectly  prospected 
and  which  may  reveal  rich  metal  de- 
posits. The  Rio  Grande  Southern 
railroad  passes  through  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  so  that  the  agricul- 
tural lands  in  the  western  part  are  at 
least  50  miles  from  any  railroad. 
There  are  deposits  of  carnotite  ore  of 
uncertain  richness  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county  which  have  never  been 
developed  because  of  lack,  of  transpor- 
tation facilities. 


DOUGLAS  COUNTY 

General  Description — Douglas  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  north-central  part  of 
the  state,  the  western  boundary  being 
formed  by  the  Platte  river  and  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Platte.  In  outline 
it  is  a  truncated  triangle  with  the 
southern  boundary  forming  the  base. 
It  is  30  miles  long  and  its  width  is  30 
miles  at  the  southern  boundary,  and 
about  20  miles  at  the  northern  bound- 
ary. Its  area  is  540,800  acres,  or  about 
142,000  acres  less  than  that  of  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  surface 
varies  from  level  or  gently  rolling 
plains,  in  the  west  and  north,  to  a 
rugged  foothill  district  in  the  south- 
west. The  altitude  varies  from  5.400 
feet  in  the  northwest,  to  about  7,600 
feet  in  the  extreme  southwest. 

Early  History — The  Long  expedition 
explored  a  considerable  part  of  what 
is  now  Douglas  county  in  1820.  Dr. 
Edwin  James,  the  historian  of  this  ex- 
pedition, explored  the  colossal  rock 
ruins  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
countyseat  and  gave  them  the  name  of 
Castle  Rock  because  of  their  resem- 
blance to  an  ancient  castle.  They  bear 
that  name  today  and  the  town  estab- 
lished at  their  base  nearly  60  years 
later  is  called  Castle  Rock.  Fremont's 
party    traveled    through    the    eastern 


part  of  the  county  in  1843  on  the  way 
to  the  site  of  Pueblo.  In  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  military  expeditions 
frequently  passed  back  and  forth  over 
a  well  beaten  path  along  Cherry  Creek, 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 
Green  Russell  and  his  historic  band  of 
gold  seekers  passed  this  way  down 
Cherry  creek  to  its  mouth  near  the 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Denver  in 
1858.  A  few  settlements  were  made  in 
1859  and  1860.  The  county  was  one  of 
the  original  17  counties  of  Colorado 
territory  as  it  was  organized  by  the 
act  of  the  first  Colorado  territorial 
legislature  in  1861.  It  was  named  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.  At  that  time  the 
county  extended  eastward  to  the  Kan- 
sas line.  A  part  of  it  was  taken  to 
form  Elbert  county  in  1874. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  principal  ag- 
ricultural areas  are  located  in  the  val- 
leys of  the  various  streams  in  the 
northern  and  central  parts  of  the 
county.  The  Platte  river  forms  the 
western  boundary  and  the  principal 
tributaries  flowing  through  this  area 
are  Cherry  creek  and  Plum  creek.  The 
soil  in  the  valleys  of  these  streams  is 
principally  a  rich  alluvial  loam  of 
great  depth.  There  are  numerous 
small  mountain  parks,  suitable  for  cul- 
tivation, having  principally  a  black  or 
chocolate  loam  soil  of  exceptional  fer- 
tility. In  the  eastern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty there  is  a  considerable  area  of 
broken  land  suitable  only  for  grazing 
purposes,  and  the  rugged  foothill  dis- 
trict in  the  southwest  lies  in  the  Pikes 
Peak  national  forest.  No  soil  survey 
of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily,  though  not 
very  rapidly.  In  1880  it  was  2,486;  in 
1890  it  had  increased  to  3,006;  in  1900 
it  was  3,120;  and  in  1910  it  was  3,192. 
The  present  population  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  4,000.  In  1910  the  foreign- 
born  population  was  1G.4  per  cent  of 
the  total,  the  principal  foreign  nation-- 
alities  being  German,  British,  Irish, 
Mexican  and  Swedish. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

county  lies  wholly  within  the  South 
Platte  watershed,  the  divide  between 
this  and  the  Arkansas  river  watershed 
passing  just  south  of  the  county  line. 
The  Platte  and  South  Fork  rivers  both 
carry  a  substantial  water  supply  here 
and  the  small  streams  usually  carry  a 
considerable  amount  of  water  the  year 
round.  Irrigation  is  confined  largely 
to  the  valleys  of  these  streams,  the 
M'ater  rights  being  principally  old  fil- 
ings on  direct  flow  from  the  various 
streams.  Water  for  domestic  purposes 
and  livestock  is  obtained  largely  from 
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wells  and  springs,  and  is  reached  at 
depths  varying  from  20  feet,  or  less, 
to  75  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying,  stockraising, 
quarrying,  lumbering  and  manufactur- 
ing. There  is  a  large  amount  of  good 
grazing  area  in  the  county  and  stock- 
raising  has  always  been  carried  on  ex- 
tensively. Dairying  is  an  important 
industry,  but  is  confined  principal- 
ly to  the  territory  tributary  to  the 
branch  line  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  in  the  northeastern  corner,  and 
to  the  valleys  of  Cherry  creek,  and  its 
tributaries,  and  Plum  creek,  east  and 
west,  and  its  numerous  affluents.  The 
first  sawmill  in  Colorado  was  set  up 
in  the  Plum  creek  valley,  in  this  coun- 
ty, in  1859,  and  lumbering  has  been 
carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  ever 
since.  There  is  an  abundance  of  good 
building  stone  in  the  county  and  sev- 
eral quarries  have  been  put  in  opera- 
tion, principally  in  the  vicinity  of  Castle 
Rock. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hay,  including  con- 
siderable natural  hay;  com,  wheat, 
oats,  rye,  barley,  potatoes,  forage 
crops,  pinto  beans  and  garden  vege- 
tables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  suitable  for  pressed 
brick,  earthenware,  drain  tile  and 
similar  products;  coal,  fiuorspar,  gold, 
silver  and  a  wide  variety  of  building 
stone.  There  was  much  prospecting 
in  this  territory  during  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Colorado  and  some  produc- 
tion of  gold  and  silver  resulted.  The 
coal  deposits  are  considerable,  but 
have  not  been  developed. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  southeastern  and  south- 
western parts  of  the  county,  principally 
pine,  cedar  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  27^,095  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  ()9  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  county  assessor,  6,643 
acres  was  under  irrigation,  5,257  acres 
was  natural  hay  land,  64,513  acres  was 
nonirrigated  farm  land  and  296,539 
acres  was  grazing  land.  On  January 
1,  1919,  there  was  9,051  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farming 
or  stockraising  oi)erati()ns.  On  July 
1,  191X,  th(!re  vv;is  2,120  a(Tes  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
I^rincipally  small  isolated  tracts  of 
conijjaratively  little  value.  The  na- 
tional forest  area  is  149,327  acres.     Ir- 


rigated land  here  sells  at  from  $40  to 
$150  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $10  to  $40  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Elbert  county 
branch  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  passes  through  the  northeast- 
ern corner  of  the  county.  The  main 
lines  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande, 
Colorado  &  Southern,  and  Santa  Fe 
railroads  between  Denver  and  Pueblo 
run  through  the  central  part  of  the 
county.  The  Platte  canon  branch  of 
the  Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  fol- 
lows the  Platte  canon  along  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  county  to  the  town 
of  South  Platte. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  North  and  South  road, 
which  runs  through  the  central  part  of 
the  county.  This  is  perhaps  the  most 
heavily  traveled  automobile  road  in 
the  state,  being  the  principal  route 
between  Denver,  Colorado  Springs  and 
Pueblo.  There  are  numerous  second- 
ary state  highways  and  county  roads 
in  all  parts  of  the  county,  usually  well 
improved.  Good  second  and  third 
state  highways  are  those  along  Cherry 
and  West  Plum  creeks,  passing  through 
Parker.  Few  counties  in  the  state  have 
better  road  systems. 

Educational — There  are  34  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  44 
teachers.  The  Douglas  county  high- 
school  at  Castle  Rock  offers  a  four- 
year  highschool  course,  the  school  at 
Parker  a  two-year  course  and  the 
school  at  Franktown  gives  one  year  of 
highschool  work.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  much  the  same  as  that  in 
other  counties  lying  along  the  eastern 
foothills  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  The 
rainfall  in  the  northeastern  corner  is 
about  15  inches  annually,  but  increases 
gradually  toward  the  southwest,  being 
perhaps  20  inches  in  the  more  elevated 
areas  in  the  southwestern  corner.  The 
summers  are  not  unpleasantly  hot  and 
the  winters  are  usually  comparatively 
mild.  The  same  dry,  healthful  atmos- 
phere, with  high  percentage  of  sun- 
shine and  low  percentage  of  moisture, 
that  characterizes  most  sections  of 
Colorado  is  to  be  found  here. 

Tourist  Attractions — This  county  is 
being  visited  by  increasing  numbers  of 
automobile  tourists  each  year.  There 
is  heavy  tourist  travel  over  the  high- 
ways between  Denver  and  Colorado 
Springs  as  well  as  over  the  main  rail- 
roads passing  through  this  county. 
The  South  IMatte  canon  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  has  been 
one  of  the  most  popular  tourist  roads 
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in  the  state  for  a  good  many  years. 
There  is  much  attractive  mountain 
scenery  in  the  western  and  south- 
western parts  of  the  county.  Decker's 
Springs  is  a  tourist  resort  of  great 
popularity,  which  may  be  reached  over 
good  automobile  highways  from  Den- 
ver. The  mineral  springs  located  here 
are  noted  for  their  curative  waters. 
Lake  Cheesman.  one  of  the  principal 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  city 
of  Denver,  is  on  the  western  border 
of  the  county,  in  a  picturesque  foot- 
hill region.  Perry  Park,  in  the  south- 
central  part  of  the  county,  about  four 
miles  west  from  Larkspur,  is  an  at- 
tractive resort,  now  reached  over  a 
direct  highway  between  Denver  and 
Colorado  Springs.  It  is  much  admired 
for  its  fantastic  rock  formation. 

Cities  and  Towns — Castle  Rock,  the 
countyseat,  is  situated  on  the  Santa 
Fe,  Colorado  &  Southern  and  Denver 
&  Rio  Grande  railroads,  near  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county.  It  was  incor- 
porated in  1881,  but  its  growth  has 
been  only  moderate.  It  is  the  center 
of  a  prosperous  farming,  stockraising 
and  dairying  district.  Louviers,  on  the 
Santa  Fe  railroad,  near  the  northern 
part  of  the  county,  is  the  location  of 
one  of  the  largest  munitions  manufac- 
turing plants  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region.  It  belongs  to  E.  I.  Du  Pont  de 
Nemours  and  comjjany.  Among  the 
other  principal  towns  are  Greenland. 
Larkspur,  Sedalia  and  Douglas,  located 
on  the  various  railroads  running 
through  the  central  part  of  the  county; 
Parker,  on  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad,  in  the  northeastern  part;  and 
Franktown,  an  inland  town  east  of 
Castle  Rock. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  con- 
siderable agricultural  land  in  this 
county  not  yet  under  cultivation, 
though  not  nearly  so  much  as  in  the 
prairie  counties  further  east.  I^xten- 
sive  stone  deposits  have  been  only 
partially  developed  and  offer  encourag- 
ing opportunities  for  investment  of 
capital  in  conservative  quarrying  opera- 
tions. There  is  considerable  area  here 
that  shows  indications  of  being  min- 
eralized and  the  possibilities  of  de- 
veloping ore  bodies  in  this  county  are 
moderately  encouraging. 


EAGLE  COUNTY 

General  Description — Eagle  county 
lies  in  the  west-central  part  of  the 
state  and  includes  a  large  part  of  the 
mineralized  area  known  as  the  sulphide 
belt.  The  surface  is  principally  moun- 
tainous and  the  eastern  boundary  is 
formed    by    the   Gore    range   of   moun- 


tains. Its  area  is  1,036,800  acres,  or 
about  200,000'  acres  less  than  that  of 
the  state  of  Delaware.  It  is  of  a  rec- 
tangular outline  with  an  extreme 
length  east  and  west  of  48  miles  and  an 
extreme  width  of  38  miles.  The  alti- 
tude ranges  from  about  6,150  feet, 
where  the  Grand  river  crosses  the 
western  boundary,  to  over  13,000  feet 
at  the  summit  of  the  mountain  peaks  in 
the  east  and  southeast. 

Early  History — The  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Eagle  county  was  first  visited 
by  explorers  and  prospectors  in  the 
early  50's,  but  no  permanent  settle- 
ment was  made  until  1879.  At  that 
time  prospectors  from  Lake  county  en- 
tered the  valley  of  the  upper  Eagle 
river  and  made  discoveries  of  gold  and 
silver  near  the  present  site  of  the  town 
of  Redcliff.  The  county  was  organized 
in  1883  from  a  part  of  Summit  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — There  is  consider- 
able agricultural  land  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  of  the  county,  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Grand  and  Eagle  rivers  and  on  the 
bench  lands  lying  just  above  these  val- 
leys. The  soil  here  is  formed  prin- 
cipally by  the  weathering  of  neighbor- 
hood rocks  and  is  very  fertile,  being 
especially  rich  in  the  mineral  foods 
necessary  for  the  production  of  crops. 
These  valleys  are  very  narrow,  but  the 
bench  lands  above  them  are  usually 
broad  and  contain  thousands  of  acres 
of  good  pasture  land.  The  eastern  and 
southeastern  parts  are  mountainous, 
with  considerable  good  grazing  land  in 
the  small  mountain  valleys  and  along 
the  upper  courses  of  some  of  the 
streams.  There  is  no  soil  survey  of 
this  area  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  2,985,  as  compared  with  3,008  in 
1900.  The  present  population  is  about 
4,000.  In  1910  the  foreign-born  white 
population  was  19.3  per  cent  of  the 
total.  Previous  to  the  war  the  prin- 
cipal foreign-born  nationalities  were 
Swedish,  Canadian,  English  and  Greek. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Grand  river  flows  through  the  north- 
western corner  of  the  county.  The 
Eagle  river  has  its  source  in  the  south- 
eastern corner  and  flows  north  and 
west  to  a  junction  with  the  Grand  river 
near  the  western  boundary.  These 
streams,  with  their  numerous  small 
tributaries,  furnish  the  drainage  and 
supply  an  abundance  of  water  for  all 
necessary  purposes.  There  is  some 
irrigated  land  along  these  streams,  es- 
pecially along  the  Eagle  river,  and 
there  is  water  available  for  much  more 
land  than  is  now  being  irrigated  in  the 
western     part.      Water    for     domestic 


COLORADO     YEAR     BOOK 


Eagle 


purposes  is,  in  some  cases,  obtained 
from  wells  and  is  found  at  depths  vary- 
ing from  10  to  75  feet. 

Industries — Mining  is  the  principal 
industry.  General  farming,  including 
dairying  and  stockraising,  is  followed 
to  a  considerable  extent  along  the  val- 
ley of  the  lower  Eagle  river  and  is 
growing  in  importance  each  year.  Lum- 
bering and  tie-making  have  been  fol- 
lowed to  a  limited  extent  in  the  east- 
ern part.  There  has  been  some  quar- 
rying of  stone,  principally  for  local 
uses. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  carnotite,  copper,  gold,  gyp- 
sum, lead,  manganese,  iron,  silver,  zinc, 
turquois  and  other  gem  stones,  granite 
and  various  other  building  stones. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  heavy 
timber  in  the  eastern  and  southern 
parts,  principally  pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  102,074  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  county  assessor,  21,830 
acres  was  irrigated  farm  land  and  71,- 
923  acres  was  grazing  land.  The  re- 
mainder is  mineral  land,  railroad 
rights  of  way  and  town  and  city  lots. 
On  January  1,  1919,  there  was  18,429 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  a  considerable  amount  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming  and 
stockraising  purposes  and  may  be  pur- 
chased through  the  state  land  board 
on  favorable  terms.  On  July  1.  1918, 
there  was  250,399  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  a  small 
amount  of  which  is  suitable  for  farm- 
ing purposes,  and  some  of  which  will 
ultimately  be  irrigated.  Irrigated  land 
here  sells  at  from  $40  to  $200  an  acre 
and  non irrigated  land  at  from  $5  to  $30 
an  acre,  depending  principally  upon  lo- 
cation and  topography. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad 
passes  through  the  county,  following  in 
a  general  way  the  course  of  the  Eagle 
river.  The  Colorado  Midland  railway 
passes  through  the  southwestern 
corner,  as  does  the  As])en  branch  of 
the  Denver  <&  Rio  Grande  railroad. 
The  Denver  &  Salt  Lake  railroad  en- 
ters the  county  for  a  few  miles  in  the 
north. 

Highways — The  principal  sta^tc  road 
is  lh(!  I'ikos  Teak  or  Ocean  to  Ocean 
highway,  which  follows  in  general  the 
valley  of  the  Eagle  river  through  the 
county.  A  state  highway  runs  north 
from  the  Ocean  to  Ocean   road  at   VVol- 


cott  to  Kremmling,  in  Grand  county, 
where  it  connects  with  another  pri- 
mary state  highway  running  by  way  of 
Berthoud  pass  to  Denver  and  west 
over  Rabbit  Ear  pass  into  Routt  and 
Moffat  counties.  There  are  numerous 
other  county  roads  and  trails,  de- 
veloped principally  for  the  mining 
camps. 

Educational — There  are  31  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  46 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  lo- 
cated at  Gypsum  and  the  highschools 
at  Redcliff  and  Basalt  each  offer  a 
complete  highschool  course,  while  the 
school  at  Minturn  gives  two  years  of 
highschool  work  and  that  at  Eagle  one 
year.  There  are  no  private  schools 
and  no  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  northwest  is  comparatively  light, 
ranging  from  13  to  15  inches  annually. 
It  increases  rapidly  toward  the  east 
and  southeast,  being  above  25  inches 
annually  in  the  extreme  southeastern 
corner.  The  climate  is  comparatively 
mild  in  the  lower  Eagle  valley,  but  it 
is  much  more  severe  in  the  high  alti- 
tudes in  the  east  and  southeast.  The 
snowfall  is  extremely  heavy  in  the 
southeastern  corner. 

Tourist  Attractions — Some  of  the 
most  magnificent  mountain  scenery  in 
Colorado  is  found  in  Eagle  county.  The 
Mount  of  the  Holy  Cross,  one  of  the 
most  impressive  mountain  peaks  in 
Colorado,  with  an  altitude  of  14,170 
feet,  is  in  the  southwestern  part.  A 
cluster  of  sandstone  cliffs  near  the 
town  of  Basalt,  known  as  the  Seven 
Castles,  is  admired  annually  by  thou- 
sands of  tourists.  There  is  a  large  bed 
of  black  lava  of  considerable  interest 
to  tourists  near  the  town  of  Dotsero. 
There  is  excellent  trout  fishing  in  most 
of  the  mountain  streams  and  in  the 
numerous  mountain  lakes. 

Towns — Redcliff,  the  countyseat,  is 
the  principal  town  and  the  most  im- 
portant mining  camp.  It  is  located  on 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  in 
the  upper  valley  of  the  Eagle  river. 
Other  towns  are  Wolcott,  Eagle,  Gyp- 
sum and  Dotsero,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad,  Orestod  and  State 
Bridge,  on  the  Denver  &  Salt  Lake 
railroad;  and  Basalt  and  Ruedi.  on  the 
Colorado  Midland  railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  mineral  development. 
Although  mining  has  been  followed  ex- 
tensivtily  for  more  than  35  years,  there 
is  still  considerable  mineralized  terri- 
tory that  has    enjoyed    but    little    de- 
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velopment.  There  is  considerable 
grazing  land  here  that  is  not  being 
pastured  to  its  full  capacity,  and  op- 
portunity is  offered  for  further  de- 
velopment of  the  livestock  industry. 
There  is  also  some  good  farming  land 
that  has  never  been  placed  in  culti- 
vation. 


ELBERT  COUNTY 

General  Description — Elbert  county 
lies  east  and  north  of  the  central  part 
of  the  state  and  includes  a  part  of  the 
territory  known  as  the  Arkansas  di- 
vide, an  elevated  area  extending 
from  the  mountains  north  of  Colorado 
Springs  eastward  to  the  county  line 
and  forming  the  divide  between  the 
watersheds  of  the  South  Platte  and 
Arkansas  rivers.  The  county  is  a 
double  rectangle  about  51  miles  long, 
east  and  west,  across  the  northern 
boundary,  and  50  miles  wide  in  the 
central  part.  The  main  portion  of  the 
county  is  30  miles  wide,  with  an  exten- 
sion 18  by  18  miles  square  at  the 
southeastern  corner,  popularly  known 
as  the  "L"  of  the  county.  Its  area 
is  1,188,480  acres,  or  about  62,000 
acres  less  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Delaware.  The  surface  is  generally 
level  or  rolling  except  in  the  extreme 
southeast,  where  there  is  some  broken 
and  hilly  territory.  The  altitude 
varies  from  4,700  feet,  in  the  northeast, 
to  about  6,690  feet  in  the  southwest. 

Early  History — This  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1874  from  parts  of  Douglas 
and  Greenwood  counties.  In  1889 
parts  of  Elbert  county  were  taken  to 
form  Kit  Carson  and  parts  of  Chey- 
enne and  Lincoln  counties.  It  was  a 
favored  grazing  territory  during  the 
early  history  of  Colorado  when  most 
of  the  eastern  part  of  the  state  was 
regarded  as  of  no  value  except  for 
grazing  purposes.  The  valleys  of  the 
streams  here  have  excellent  natural 
grass  and  most  of  them  carry  some- 
what more  water  during  the  drier 
parts  of  the  summer  than  is  found  In 
other  sections  of  eastern  Colorado. 
These  were  the  jjrincipal  features 
which  led  the  stockmen  to  select  the 
"divide  region"  as  a  favorite  pasture 
district.  The  cultivation  of  the  soil 
did  not  begin  until  late  in  the  80's  and 
even  at  the  present  time  large  areas 
of  land  in  the  county  which  ought  to 
be  farmed  to  advantage  are  being  pas 
tured. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  in  the 
southwestern  part  is  slightly  hilly  or 
broken.  From  here  it  spreads  out 
northward  into  a  prairie  country, 
broken  by  low  ranges  of  hills  and  oc- 


casional ravines  cut  by  the  numerous 
streams  which  have  their  sources  in 
the  Arkansas  divide.  The  soil  of  the 
numerous  valleys  is  very  fertile,  being 
principally  a  sandy  loam  with  clay  sub- 
soil. In  some  districts  there  are  re- 
stricted areas  where  the  soil  contains 
more  sand  than  is  favorable  for  agri- 
culture. No  detailed  soil  survey  of  the 
county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily.  In  1890 
it  was  1,856;  in  1900  it  had  increased 
to  3,101;  and  to  5,331  in  1910.  The 
present  population  is  about  8,000.  In 
1910  the  foreign-born  population  was 
11.9  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  principal 
foreign  nationalities  at  that  time  being 
German,  Austrian  and  Swedish. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

divide  between  the  South  Platte  and 
the  Arkansas  river  watersheds  ex- 
tends across  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  Numerous  tributaries  of  the 
Platte  river  rise  in  this  divide  and 
flow  northward,  chief  of  which  are  Box 
Elder,  Kiowa,  Bijou,  Comanche  and 
Big  Sandy  creeks.  A  few  tributaries 
of  the  Arkansas  river  also  rise  in  this 
portion  of  the  divide  and  flow  across 
the  "L"  of  the  county,  chief  of  which 
are  Rush  and  Horse  creeks.  Most  of 
the  streams  carry  considerable  water 
the  year  round,  though  not  enough  to 
afford  any  reliable  supply  for  irriga- 
tion. Water  for  domestic  purposes 
and  for  livestock  is  obtained  largely 
from  wells.  In  the  southern  part  of 
the  county,  on  the  divide  and  just 
south  of  it,  water  is  reached  at  depths 
varying  from  10  feet  to  100  feet.  In 
the  north  and  northeastern  sections  it 
is  reached  at  from  10  feet  to  75  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying  and  stockraising. 
The  southwestern  part  of  the  county, 
adjacent  to  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad,  is  one  of  the  best  dairying 
districts  in  the  state.  Stockraising 
is  the  principal  industry  in  the  large 
territory  lying  between  the  Union 
Pacific  and  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroads  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county.  Farming  without  irrigation 
has  been  developed  very  rapidly  in  the 
southeastern  corner  of  the  "L"  of  the 
county  in  the  past  decade  as  well  as 
in  other  districts.  The  rainfall  is 
usually  somewhat  heavier  than  in 
other  counties  immediately  adjoining, 
and  farming  operations,  where  they 
have  been  properly  conducted,  have 
been   uniformly  successful. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  pinto  beans, 
forage  crops,  alfalfa,  native  hay,  po- 
tatoes and  garden  vegetables. 
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Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clay,  coal,  gravel,  sand,  road 
building  material  and   building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  some  timber  on 
the  higher  lands,  especially  in  the 
south  and  southwestern  part  of  the 
county,  principally  pine  and  cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  1,015.057  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  85  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  county  assessor,  419,894 
acres  was  classed  as  nonirrigated  farm 
land,  583,425  acres  as  grazing  land. 
8.048  acres  as  natural  hay  land  and 
340  acres  as  irrigated  land.  The  re- 
mainder is  railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  On  January  1, 
1919,  there  was  84,223  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farming 
and  stockraising  purposes.  On  July 
1,  1918,  there  was  800  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
chiefly  small  isolated  tracts  of  little 
economic  value.  Irrigated  land  in  this 
county,  of  which  there  is  a  small 
amount,  sells  at  from  $40  to  $100  an 
acre.  Nonirrigated  land  sells  at  from 
$20'  to  $50  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Kansas  City 
branch  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
runs  across  the  northeastern  corner  of 
the  county,  and  the  main  line  of  the 
Rock  Island  road  crosses  the  south- 
eastern corner.  A  branch  of  the  Colo- 
rado &  Southern  railroad,  formerly  the 
main  route  between  Denver  and  Colo- 
rado Springs,  passes  through  the  west- 
ern end. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean  to 
Ocean  route,  which  follows  in  a  gen- 
eral way  the  course  of  the  Rock  Island 
road  through  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county.  The  Limon  road  leaves 
this  at  Limon  and  runs  across  the 
northeastern  corner  of  the  county 
along  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  and 
state  highway  No.  3  runs  from  Den- 
ver to  Limon  via  Klizabeth  and  Kiowa. 
Numerous  other  secondary  state  high- 
ways and  county  roads  are  moderately 
well  improved  and  generally  are  ample 
to  care  for  the  present  agricultural  de- 
velopment. 

Educational — There  are  92  public 
schools  in  tlie  county,  employing  105 
teachers.  The  Union  highschools  at 
Simla  and  Klizabeth  each  offer  a  com- 
plete highschool  course  and  the 
schools  at  Kiowa  and  Klbert  give  two 
years  of  highschool  work.  There  is 
a  consolidated  school  at  Klbert.  There 
are  no  private  schools  or  colleges  in 
the  county. 


Cllmatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  little  different  from  that  of 
other  sections  of  eastern  Colorado  ex- 
cept that  the  rainfall  is  somewhat 
heavier  than  in  counties  immediately 
adjoining.  A  belt  of  heavier  rainfall 
extends  east  from  the  mountains  north 
of  Colorado  Springs,  following  in  a 
general  way  the  elevated  area  known 
as  the  Arkansas  divide.  This  strip  of 
land  passes  across  the  south  end  of  El- 
bert county  and  the  rainfall  here 
varies  from  15  to  18  inches  annually. 
North  of  this  the  average  annual  rain- 
fall is  about  14  or  15  inches.  The  pre- 
cipitation is  heaviest  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  and  perhaps  three- 
fourths  of  it  comes  between  April  1 
and  October  1. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  little 
natural  scenery  of  interest  to  tourists 
in  the  county,  but  automobile  tourist 
travel  over  the  highways  mentioned 
above  is  very  heavy  and  is  growing 
steadily  from  year  to  year. 

Cities  and  Towns — Kiowa,  the  county- 
seat,  is  situate  in  the  west-central 
part  of  the  county,  about  7V2  miles 
east  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern  rail- 
road. Among  other  important  towns 
are  Elizabeth  and  Elbert,  on  the  Colo- 
rado &  Southern  railroad;  Simla  and 
Matheson,  on  the  Rock  Island  railroad; 
Agate,  Godfrey  and  River  Bend,  on  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad;  and  Kuhns 
Crossing,  Fondis,  Keysor  and  Kutch, 
inland  towns. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  per- 
haps 300,000  acres  of  arable  land  in 
this  county  that  has  never  been 
broken.  Much  of  it  has  been  used  ex- 
clusively for  grazing  purpose*^  and  in 
that  way  is  producing  perhai)s  not  to 
exceed  one-tenth  of  what  it  would  i^ro- 
duce  under  proi)er  cultivation.  The 
fact  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  nat- 
ural grass  in  this  area  has  been  per- 
haps the  principal  reason  why  many  of 
the  valleys  have  never  been  placed 
in  cultivation.  The  agricultural  de- 
velopment that  has  taken  place  in  the 
past  ten  years  is  the  best  proof  of  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  increase  of 
the  cultivated  areas  to  include  practi- 
cally all  of  the  arable  land  in  the 
county. 


EL  PASO  COUNTY 

General  Description — El  Paso  county 
lies  in  the  east-central  part  of  the 
state  and  is,  as  its  name  implies,  a 
sort  of  open  door  or  "pass"  between 
the  great  plains  region  of  eastern 
Colorado  and  the  picturescpie  gold 
bearing  mountain  region  beyond.  It  is 
almost  a  perfect  rectangle,  with  some 
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slight  irregularities  on  the  western 
boundary.  Its  extreme  lengtji,  east 
and  west,  is  55  miles,  and  its  width 
is  42  miles.  Its  area  is  1,357,440  acres, 
or  a  little  more  than  one-third  that  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey.  The  sur- 
face is  principally  a  level  or  somewhat 
broken  plain,  rising  abruptly  in  the 
extreme  west  to  the  summit  of  Pikes 
peak  and  other  elevated  mountains  in 
the  district  immediately  west  of  Colo- 
rado Springs.  The  altitude  ranges 
from  about  5,000,  in  the  southeast,  to 
14,110  feet  at  the  summit  of  Pikes 
peak,  near  the  western  boundary. 

Early  History — The  area  now  in- 
cluded in  El  Paso  county  played  a 
very  important  part  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  Colorado.  In  November,  1806, 
Captain  Zebulon  Pike  obtained  his  first 
view  of  the  mountain  which  now 
bears  his  name,  from  a  point  in  Bent 
county  along  the  Arkansas  river.  On 
the  afternoon  of  November  24  Pike 
and  three  of  his  companions  started 
on  their  historic  attempt  to  scale 
Pikes  peak.  They  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  summit  of  one  of  the  inter- 
vening mountains,  possibly  Mt.  Rosa, 
but  their  experience  in  getting  this 
far  convinced  Pike  that  the  summit 
of  the  "grand  peak"  could  not  be 
reached  by  man.  An  entry  made  in 
his  journal  on  November  27,  the  day 
after  he  had  reached  the  top  of  one  of 
the  lower  peaks,  contains  this  state- 
ment: "I  believe  no  human  being 
could  have  ascended  to  its  pinnacle," 
Dr.  Edwin  James,  a  member  of  the 
Long  expedition,  accomplished  in  the 
summer  what  Captain  Pike  and  his 
associates  found  impossible  in  the 
winter.  They  ascended  to  the  summit 
of  Pikes  peak  on  July  13  and  14,  1S20. 
For  a  time  the  mountain  was  called 
James  peak  and  on  some  earlier  maps 
it  is  called  Longs  peak.  The  name 
Pikes  peak  was  not  permanently  as- 
signed to  it  until  about  the  time  of  the 
early  gold  rush  to  Colorado,  when  the 
entire  mountainous  territory  in  the 
central  part  of  what  is  now  Colorado 
came  to  be  known  throughout  the 
country  as  the  Pikes  Peak  region.  The 
gold  seekers  of  1859  started  westward 
with  the  shibboleth  "Pikes  Peak  or 
Bust."  Although  they  were  all  bound 
for  the  Pikes  Peak  region,  no  gold  dis- 
coveries of  importance  were  made  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  peak  until  much 
later,  when  the  Cripple  Creek  district 
was  opened.  In  1873  the  government 
established  a  meteorological  station  at 
the  summit  of  Pikes  peak.  In  October, 
1890,  the  Manitou  and  Pikes  Peak  rail- 
road was  finished  and  the  first  pas- 
senger train  made  a  trip  to  the  top  of 
the  peak  in  1891.     The  first  important 


settlement  in  the  limits  of  El  Paso 
county  was  on  the  site  of  Colorado 
City  in  1859.  This  settlement  was 
maintained  more  or  less  permanently 
from  that  time  on.  It  was  the  first 
capital  of  Colorado  territory  and  the 
territorial  legislature  met  here  for 
four  days  in  1862.  El  Paso  county  was 
one  of  the  original  17  counties  in- 
cluded in  Colorado  territory.  A  part 
of  it  was  taken  in  1899  to  form  Teller 
county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
principally  a  rolling  prairie,  crossed  in 
the  northern  part  by  the  Arkansas 
divide  and  traversed  by  several  nar- 
row creek  valleys,  extending  south- 
ward from  the  divide  region.  The  ex- 
treme western  part  is  rugged  and 
mountainous.  The  principal  soils  are 
heavy  clay,  clay  loam  and  sandy  loam 
on  the  prairie  lands,  and  alluvial  soils 
in  the  valleys  and  mountain  parks. 
Sandy  loam  is  the  prevailing  soil  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county.  It  is 
of  great  depth,  very  fertile,  easily 
worked  and  retentive  of  moisture.  No 
detailed  soil  survey  of  this  county  is 
available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily  and  very 
rapidly;  in  1880  it  was  7,949;  in  1890 
it  was  21,239;  in  1900  it  was  31,602; 
in  1910  it  was  43,321.  The  present 
population  is  approximately  52,000. 
In  1910  the  foreign-born  population 
was  10  per  cent  of  the  total.  The 
principal  foreign  nationalities  then 
were  English,  German,  Hungarian, 
Swedish  and  Canadian.  The  urban 
population  at  that  time  was  77.1  per 
cent  of  the  total.  It  is  perhaps  some- 
what less  at  the  present  time,  as  the 
agricultural  communities  have  been 
growing  very  rapidly  in  the  past  few 
years. 

Drainage    and     Water     Supply — The 

divide  between  the  Arkansas  and  the 
South  Platte  rivers  crosses  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county  and  a  few  small 
tributaries  of  the  Platte  river  have 
their  sources  in  the  extreme  north. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  county 
lies  in  the  Arkansas  river  watershed. 
The  principal  tributaries  of  the  Ar- 
kansas river  are  Haynes  creek,  Black 
Squirrel  creek,  Fountain  creek  and 
Turkey  creek.  These  streams  have 
their  sources  in  regions  of  compara- 
tively light  rainfall  and  do  not  carry 
any  considerable  amount  of  water  that 
is  available  for  irrigation.  Water  for 
domestic  purposes  in  the  agricultural 
districts  is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  vary- 
ing from  15  to  150  feet. 
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Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  dairying, 
manufacturing,  coal  mining  and  the 
reduction  of  ores  for  the  recovery 
of  metals.  Farming  under  irrigation 
is  confined  principally  to  the  western 
and  southern  parts  of  the  county. 
Farming  without  irrigation  has  de- 
veloped very  rapidly  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  in  the  past  decade 
and  has  usually  been  fairly  success- 
ful. Dairy  farming  is  carried  on  ex- 
tensively along  the  principal  railway 
lines  leading  into  Colorado  Springs 
from  the  east,  north  and  south.  Goal 
mining  is  confined  principally  to  a 
small  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Colorado 
Springs.  There  are  about  150  manu- 
facturing and  industrial  establish- 
ments of  various  sizes  in  the  county 
which  employ  approximately  4,000 
men  and  have  an  average  pay  roll  of 
perhaps  $3,500,000  annually.  This  in- 
cludes large  gold  reduction  plants  and 
smelters  at  Colorado  City,  now  a  part 
of  Colorado  Springs.  One  of  the  best 
known  pottery  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments in  the  west  is  located  at 
Colorado  Springs. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hay,  including  some 
native  hay;  wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley, 
corn,  potatoes,  pinto  beans,  garden 
vegetables,  forage  crops  and  some 
small  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  aluminum,  clays  of  several 
varieties,  including  good  brick  clay 
and  fire  clay;  coal,  fluorspar,  granite, 
gypsum,  smoky  quartz  and  other  gem 
stones;  sandstone,  granite  and  other 
building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  eome  timber  in 
the  western  and  northern  parts,  prin- 
cipally pine,  cedar  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  935,972  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  G9  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  320  acres 
is  classed  as  improved  fruit  land,  20,- 
500  acres  as  irrigated  land,  3,800  acres 
as  natural  hay  land,  198,890  acres  as 
nonirrigated  farm  land  and  688,188 
acres  as  grazing  land.  The  remainder 
is  principally  coal  and  other  mineral 
land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and  town 
and  city  lots.  On  .January  1,  1919, 
there  was  191.494  acres  of  unappro- 
priated state  land  in  the  county,  most 
of  wliifh  is  suitable  for  farming  and 
stockraising  purposes  and  may  be  pur- 
chased through  the  state  land  board  on 
very     favorable     terms.       On    July     1. 


1918,  there  was  5,120  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
consisting  of  small  isolated  tracts  of 
comparatively  little  value.  The  na- 
tional forest  area  in  this  county  is 
135,969  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here 
at  from  $75  to  $175  an  acre  and  non- 
irrigated  land  at  from  $10  to  $40  an 
acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Rock  Island  railroad  enters  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county  and 
runs  southwest  to  Colorado  Springs, 
this  being  the  principal  railway  line 
from  the  east.  The  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande,  Santa  Fe  and  Colorado  & 
Southern  railroads  all  run  north  and 
south  through  the  western  part  of  the 
county  by  way  of  Colorado  Springs. 
The  Colorado  Midland  railroad  runs 
westward  from  Colorado  Springs  over 
Ute  pass  into  Teller  county.  South 
park  and  west  to  Grand  Junction.  The 
Cripple  Creek  &  Colorado  Springs  rail- 
road runs  southwest  from  Colorado 
Springs  to  Cripple  Creek  and  other 
mining  towns  in  that  district. 

Highways  —  The  North  and  South 
highway,  one  of  the  most  important 
state  highways  in  Colorado,  runs 
north  and  south  through  the  county 
by  way  of  Colorado  Springs.  The 
Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean  to  Ocean  high- 
way follows  in  general  the  course  of 
the  Rock  Island  railroad  to  Colorado 
Springs,  being  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant automobile  highways  entering 
Colorado  from  the  east.  It  runs  west 
from  Colorado  Springs  over  Ute  pass 
to  South  park,  and  on  to  Salt  Lake  City 
and  the  Pacific  coast  by  way  of  Lead- 
ville,  Tennessee  pass.  Meeker  and  the 
Uinta  basin  of  Utah.  There  are  nu- 
merous well  improved  secondary  state 
highways  and  county  roads.  This 
county  has  one  of  the  best  highway 
systems  in  the  state. 

Educational — There  are  93  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  375 
teachers.  A  full  four-year  highschool 
course  is  given  by  the  highschools  at 
Colorado  Springs,  Manitou,  Calhan 
and  Fountain,  while  two  years  of  high- 
school  work  is  given  at  Palmer  Lake, 
Falcon,  Rush,  Ramah,  Table  Rock, 
Ellicott,  Payton,  Drennan,  Monument. 
Eastonville  and  Tructon.  The  school 
at  Woodman  gives  one  year  of  high- 
school  work.  Colorado  college,  one  of 
the  leading  educational  institutions  of 
the  state,  is  located  at  Colorado 
Springs.  There  is  also  a  good  business 
college  at  Colorado  Springs  as  well  as 
a  number  of  private  schools.  The 
Colorado  state  school  for  the  deaf  is 
also  located  here. 
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Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
mild  and  healthful.  The  percentage  of 
sunshine,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of 
Colorado  Springs  and  other  cities  of 
the  Pikes  Peak  region,  is  very  high, 
there  being  an  average  of  more  than 
310  sunshiny  days  annually.  The  cli- 
mate of  Colorado  Springs  is  famous 
throughout  the  country  because  of  its 
dry  air,  high  percentage  of  sunshine 
and  general  healthfulness.  There  are 
a  number  of  sanatoriums  located  here 
because  of  the  peculiar  climatic  ad- 
vantages, among  them  being  the 
Union  Printers  home,  Modern  Wood- 
men's National  sanatorium,  and  the 
Cragmor  sanatorium.  The  rainfall  in 
the  southeastern  part  varies  from  13  to 
15  inches.  In  the  north  and  west,  in- 
cluding the  Arkansas  divide,  it  ranges 
from  15  to  20  inches  annually.  A  small 
area  in  the  Pikes  Peak  region,  west  of 
Colorado  Springs,  has  an  average  an- 
nual precipitation  of  above  20  inches. 
In  the  agricultural  region  close  to 
three-fourths  of  the  precipitation 
comes  between  April  1  and  October  1. 

Tourist      Attractions  —  Colorado 

Springs  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  tourist  resorts  in  Colo- 
rado. The  Pikes  Peak  district,  includ- 
ing Colorado  Springs  and  a  number 
of  tourist  resorts  in  the  west,  is  visited 
by  perhaps  a  greater  number  of  tour- 
ists and  health  seekers  annually  than 
any  other  region  of  equal  area  in 
Colorado.  The  points  of  interest  to 
tourists  in  this  district  are  too  nu- 
merous to  be  catalogued  in  detail.  They 
include  Pikes  peak,  the  best  known 
mountain  in  Colorado,  the  summit  of 
which  is  reached  by  a  railway  popu- 
larly known  as  the  "Cog  Road,"  and 
by  an  excellent  automobile  highway 
recently  completed.  Manitou,  at  the 
foot  of  Pikes  peak,  is  a  popular  tourist 
resort  and  is  much  visited  by  health 
seekers.  It  is  famous  for  its  mineral 
springs,  and  Manitou  water,  bottled  at 
these  springs,  is  sold  throughout  the 
world.  Among  the  points  best  known 
to  tourists  are  the  Garden  of  the  Gods, 
Stratton  park.  North  Cheyenne  canon, 
South  Cheyenne  canon,  Williams 
canon,  Cliff  Dwellers  canon,  Cave  of 
the  Winds  and  Ute  pass. 

Cities  and  Towns — Colorado  Springs, 
the  countyseat  and  the  third  city  in 
Colorado  in  size,  lies  in  the  central- 
western  part  of  the  county,  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  Pikes  Peak  region.  It 
is  a  tourist  resort  of  great  popularity 
and  importance  and  is  also  the  prin- 
cipal market  and  supply  point  for  a 
large  and  prosperous  agricultural  dis- 
trict and  for  one  of  the  richest  min- 
ing areas  in  the  world.     Colorado  City, 


west  of  Colorado  Springs,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  towns  in  the  state,  and  was  the 
seat  of  the  Colorado  state  govern- 
ment for  a  short  time  in  1862.  It  is 
an  important  smelter  town  and  con- 
tains the  Colorado  Midland  railroad 
shops.  It  is  now  a  part  of  Colorado 
Springs,  having  been  taken  into  the 
larger  city  in  June,  1917.  Manitou.  at 
the  base  of  Pikes  peak,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  tourist  resorts  in  the  state. 
The  name  means  "Great  Spirit"  and 
was  the  title  given  by  the  Indians  to 
the  deity  that  was  supposed  to  reside 
on  Pikes  peak  and  control  the  des- 
tinies of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sur- 
rounding territory.  Perhaps  no  place 
of  its  size  in  Colorado  has  a  larger 
number  of  tourist  visitors  annually 
than  Manitou.  Calhan,  located  on 
the  Rock  Island  railroad  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  county,  is  the 
center  of  a  rich  and  prosperous  agri- 
cultural community,  in  what  is  known 
as  the  divide  region.  Fountain,  on  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  Colorado  & 
Southern,  and  Santa  Fe  railroads, 
south  of  Colorado  Springs,  is  also  the 
center  of  a  prosperous  agricultural 
community.  Other  good  agricultural 
towns  are  Peyton,  Monument,  Easton- 
ville.  Falcon  and  Ramah.  Palmer 
Lake,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of 
the  county,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande,  Colorado  &  Southern  and 
Santa  Fe  railroads,  is  a  popular  sum- 
mer resort  and  the  supply  point  for 
an  agricultural  area  of  considerable 
importance. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  per- 
haps 300,000  acres  of  unbroken  arable 
land  in  this  county.  The  nonirrigated 
areas  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state 
have  been  used  almost  exclusively  for 
grazing  purposes  until  within  the  past 
decade.  They  are  now  being  broken 
up  rapidly  and  placed  in  cultivation, 
usually  with  very  favorable  results. 
The  coal  deposits  in  the  county  are 
considerable  and  are  only  partially 
developed.  There  is  a  considerable 
mineralized  area  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county  which  offers  some  possi- 
bilities for  development.  The  clay  and 
stone  resources  are  extensive  and  are 
being  gradually  opened.  Good  oppor- 
tunities for  manufacturing  are  offered 
because  of  the  abundance  of  coal  and 
raw  material  and  the  ready  availability 
of  abundant  hydro-electric  power. 


FREMONT   COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Fremont 
county  lies  in  the  south-central  part 
of  the  state  on  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  mineralized  belt.  A  part  of  the 
western    boundary    is    formed    by    the 
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Sangre  de  Cristo  mountain  range.  It 
is  of  a  rectangular  outline,  about  60 
miles  long,  east  and  west,  and  about 
30  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  996,480 
acres,  or  a  little  less  than  two-thirds 
that  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  The 
surface  is  principally  rolling  or  moun- 
tainous. The  altitude  varies  from 
about  5,000  feet,  at  the  point  where 
the  Arkansas  river  crosses  the  eastern 
boundary,  to  more  than  12,000  feet  at 
the  summit  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  southwestern  part. 

Early  History  — The  first  known 
white  visitors  in  this  area  were  the 
members  of  Captain  Zebulon  Pike's 
party,  who  made  their  camp  near  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Grand  Canon  of 
the  Arkansas  river  on  December  13, 
1806.  A  month  later,  after  visiting  the 
upper  Arkansas  river,  they  returned  to 
the  neighborhood  where  Canon  City 
is  now  located.  The  site  of  Captain 
Pike's  camp  is  an  object  of  consider- 
able interest  to  tourists  and  is  located 
near  the  mineral  springs  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Canon  City.  In  1820  Dr.  Edwin 
James  and  Captain  Bell,  members  of 
the  famous  Long  expedition,  left  the 
encampment  at  Pueblo  and  rode  on 
horseback  up  the  Arkansas  river  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Royal  Gorge.  A 
group  of  mineral  springs  located  here 
has  been  named  Bell  Springs,  in  honor 
of  Captain  Bell,  who  first  described 
them.  Trappers  and  hunters  fre- 
quently visited  the  territory  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Royal  Gorge  during  the 
next  10  years.  The  first  actual  settle- 
ment was  made  in  1830  by  a  French- 
man named  Morris,  near  the  present 
site  of  the  town  of  Florence.  In  1860 
numerous  gold  seekers  from  the  Pikes 
peak  region  wandered  into  this  area 
and  a  settlement  was  soon  begun  near 
the  mouth  of  the  canon  and  called 
Canon  City.  Petroleum  was  discov- 
ered in  1862  by  A.  M.  Cassedy. 
north  of  Canon  City  on  what  is  known 
as  Four  Mile  creek  or  Oil  creek,  where 
it  seeped  from  crevices  in  the  rocks. 
The  first  drilling  was  done  by  James* 
A.  McCandless  and  another  man,  with 
a  hand  drill,  in  July,  1864.  This  oil  was 
refined  by  Mr.  Cassedy  in  a  small 
portable  refinery.  The  old  stills  are 
now  at  Florence,  owned  by  A.  H.  Den- 
forth.  This  oil  was  sold  for  $6  per 
gallon.  The  next  oil  discovery  of  any 
consequence  was  made  by  Mr.  Cas- 
sedy, who  had  a  contract  with  the  coal 
company  at  Coal  creek  to  drill  for 
water  for  domestic  use,  and  struck  a 
small  streak  of  oil.  Mr.  Cassedy  often 
told  James  A.  McCandless,  who  owned 
the  farm  where  Florence  stands  and 
afterward  platted  the  town  of  Florence, 
that    there    was    a    large    i)ool    of    oil 


somewhere  between  the  oil  spring 
north  of  Canon  City  and  Mace's  hole, 
which  lies  about  20  miles  southeast  of 
Florence.  The  first  well  that  produced 
any  great  quantity  of  oil  was  drilled 
by  A.  M.  Cassedy  about  two  miles 
south  of  Florence,  and  wells  in  that 
vicinity  have  since  been  drilled  that 
have  produced  over  500  barrels  daily. 
In  1868  the  territorial  penitentiary 
was  located  at  Canon  City.  Fremont 
is  one  of  the  original  17  counties  in 
Colorado  territory,  organized  in  1861, 
and  was  named  in  honor  of  John  C. 
Fremont,  who  crossed  this  territory 
several  times  in  his  efforts  to  dis- 
cover a  feasible  railway  route  across 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  a 
broken  plateau,  containing  a  portion 
of  the  Arkansas  valley  near  the  east- 
ern boundary,  and  rising  into  a  rugged, 
mountainous  area  in  the  southwest. 
The  Arkansas  river  has  cut  a  deep 
canon  through  this  plateau  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  and  several  of 
the  tributary  streams  enter  this  canon 
by  smaller  canons  from  the  north  and 
south.  There  is  some  good  grazing 
and  agricultural  land  on  the  heights 
north  and  south  of  the  river  and  con- 
siderable area  of  excellent  agricultural 
land  in  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas 
river  just  east  of  Its  exit  from  the 
canon.  The  soil  here  is  a  deep  sandy 
loam  of  excellent  fertility.  On  the 
high  lands  the  soil  is  a  rich,  deep 
sandy  loam,  which  produces  a  variety 
of  farm  crops.  No  detailed  soil  survey 
of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  18,181;  in  1900  it  was  15,636,  and 
the  present  population  is  about  21,00i). 
In  1910  the  foreign-born  white  popula- 
tion made  up  18.8  per  cent  of  the  total 
population.  Previous  to  the  w^ar  the 
principal  foreign  nationalities  were 
Italian,  Austrian,  English,  Welsh  and 
German. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Arkansas  river  flows  eastward  through 
the  central  part  of  the  county  and  is 
fed  by  numerous  small  tributaries 
which  have  their  sources  in  the  high 
lands  north  and  south  of  the  main 
stream.  It  carries  plenty  of  water  for 
irrigation,  but  only  the  land  lying  in 
the  valley  east  of  Canon  City  is  now^ 
irrigated.  The  land  in  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  county  is  too  high  to  be 
reached  by  water  except  at  consider- 
able expense.  The  Arkansas  river 
has  a  sharp  fall  in  this  county  and  is 
utilized  for  the  generation  of  hydro- 
electric power.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county   is  obtained   from   wells  and  Is 
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eached  at  depths  varying  from  20 
eet  to  35  feet  Good  domestic  water 
s  abundant  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
,re  general  farming,  which  includes 
tockraising,  fruitgrowing  and  dairy- 
ng;  coal  mining,  metal  mining,  quar- 
ying,  manufacturing,  oil  refining  and 
umbering.  Agriculture  is  confined 
argely  to  the  Arkansas  valley  about 
;janon  City  and  Florence.  Coal  min- 
Dg  is  carried  on  principally  in  the 
outheastern  part  of  the  county.  The 
irincipal  manufacturing  industry  is 
ement  making.  The  cement  factories 
,t  Portland  and  Concrete  are  the  larg- 
ist  in  the  state.  The  oil  fields  in  the 
icinity  of  Florence  are  the  largest  in 
:!olorado  and  have  been  producing 
ince  1864.  The  Standard  and  United 
)il  companies  have  expended,  in  the 
last  two  years,  over  three  quarters  of 
,  million  dollars  in  improvements  and 
:p  to  date  equipment,  which  makes 
he  plant  one  of  the  best  equipped  in 
he  west.  The  various  plants  cover  an 
rea  of  about  100  acres,  and  will  em- 
iloy  about  250  men.  The  capacity  of 
he  plant  will  be  2,000  barrels  of  crude 
il  per  day,  manufacturing  all  the  by- 
iroducts  derived  from  crude  oil,  com- 
irising  illuminating  and  lubricating 
tils,  gasoline,  wax,  etc.  The  River 
Imelting  and  Refining  company  has 
Qade  very  extensive  improvements  at 
ts  plant  the  past  year,  and  has  a  pay 
oil  of  about  125  men.  Six  miles  east 
if  Florence  is  located  the  Colorado 
'ortland  Cement  company,  with  a  ca- 
lacity  of  1,000,000  barrels  per  year. 
^  mile  further  east  is  the  United 
states  Portland  Cement  company, 
v^ith  a  large  production. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
alfa  and  other  hays;  potatoes,  small 
jrains,  garden  vegetables,  apples  and 
>ther  tree  fruits;  raspberries,  straw- 
Jerries  and  other  small  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
irals  are  asbestos,  clays,  kaolin,  coal, 
iopper,  gold,  gypsum,  lava,  lead,  ce- 
nent  material,  lithium,  aluminum, 
nica,  nickel,  petroleum,  natural  gas, 
lilver,  tantalum,  titanium,  zinc,  gran- 
te,  sandstone  and  other  building 
itone;  agate,  amethyst,  beryl,  rose 
luartz,  tourmaline  and  other  gem 
;tones.  The  bituminous  coal  mined  in 
^Yemont  county,  and  known  generally 
IS  "Canon  City  coal,"  has  been  famous 
ill  over  the  west  since  the  days  of 
Moneer  settlement  of  Colorado.  The 
:irst  coal  claim  in  the  Canon  City  field 
Jvas  staked  out  in  April,  1860,  at  the 
site  of  the  old  Coal  creek  slope.  A 
'ew  years  later  the  first  coal  in  the 
iistrict   was   mined   at   that   property. 


The  first  operator  was  "Uncle"  Jesse 
Frazer,  of  Florence,  who  disposed  of 
his  output  to  settlers  along  the  Ar- 
kansas river.  In  the  later  60's  the 
property  was  acquired  by  the  Colorado 
Coal  and  Iron  company,  one  of  the 
predecessors  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  and 
Iron  company. 

Timber — There  is  good  timber  in 
all  parts  of  the  county  except  the 
agricultural  district  in  the  vicinity  of 
Canon  City,  principally  pine,  spruce 
and  cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  241,649  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  24  per  cent  of  the 
total  area.  Of  this  amount,  according 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
2,265  acres  is  classed  as  improved 
fruit  land,  13,363  acres  as  irrigated 
land,  900  acres  as  natural  hay  land, 
18,495  acres  as  nonirrigated  farm  land 
and  165,864  acres  as  grazing  land.  The 
remainder  is  coal  and  other  mineral 
land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and  town 
and  city  lots.  On  January  1,  1919» 
there  was  58,342  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated state  land  in  the  county,  including 
some  good  farming  and  stockraising 
area.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  360,- 
180  acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is  of 
little  value  except  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. The  national  forest  area  is 
66,240  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here 
at  from  $75  to  $175  an  acre,  while  bear- 
ing orchards  bring  from  $150  to  $350 
an  acre.  Nonirrigated  land,  including 
grazing  land,  sells  at  from  $5  to  $20 
an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  runs 
east  and  west,  following  in  general  the 
course  of  the  Arkansas  river.  A 
branch  line  leaves  this  road  at  Texas 
creek  and  runs  south  to  Westcliffe,  in 
Custer  county.  A  branch  of  the  Santa 
Fe  railroad  runs  west  from  Pueblo  to 
Canon  City.  Branch  roads  from  the 
Santa  Fe  and  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroads  extend  to  numerous  coal 
camps  and  cement  factories  in  the 
vicinity  of  Canon  City  and  Florence. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Rainbow  Route,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  course  of  the  Den- 
ver &.  Rio  Grande  railroad  through  the 
county.  There  are  numerous  well  im- 
proved county  roads  and  secondary 
state  roads.  Fremont  county  has 
perhaps  as  fine  a  system  of  roads  as 
any  other  area  of  similar  size  in  Colo- 
rado. A  new  road  worthy  of  special 
mention  is  the  Phantom  Canon  high- 
way,    now     completed,     which     will 
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be  the  tourists'  ideal  route  from 
Canon  City  and  Florence  to  the  Cripple 
Creek  district,  completing  the  circuit 
to  Colorado  Springs.  Pueblo,  Florence 
and  Canon  City.  This  highway  fol- 
lows the  old  Florence  &  Cripple  Creek 
railroad  grade  and  is  being  put  in 
fine  condition  for  travel.  The  road 
bed  has  been  resurfaced,  regraded,  and 
substantial  floors  and  railings  placed 
on  all  bridges,  making  it  thoroughly 
safe    for    automobile    travel. 

Educational — There  are  56  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  154 
teachers.  Two  highschools  at  Canon 
City  and  one  at  Florence  offer  full 
four-year  highschool  courses,  while  the 
schools  at  Penrose  and  Cotopaxi  give 
two  years  of  highschool  work  and 
those  at  Howard,  Garden  Park  and 
Cramer  give  one  year.  There  are  con- 
solidated schools  at  Penrose  and  Coto- 
paxi. Mt.  St.  Scholastica  academy,  a 
private  school,  is  located  at  Canon 
City. 

Climatological  Data. —  The  rainfall 
here  varies  from  12  inches,  in  the 
eastern  part,  to  more  than  25  inches 
along  the  summits  of  the  Sangre  de 
Cristo  range,  in  the  southwest.  The 
agricultural  district  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  has  a  rainfall  of 
from  12  to  15  inches.  The  higher 
plateau  regions  have  from  15  to  20 
inches  of  rainfall  annually.  The 
Canon  City  and  Florence  districts  en- 
joy exceptional  climatic  advantages. 
The  summers  are  comparatively  long 
and  not  unpleasantly  warm,  and  the 
winters  are  comparatively  short  and 
open.  In  the  high  altitudes  the  cli- 
mate is  more  severe,  with  compara- 
tively heavy  snowfall  in  the  southeast. 

Tourist  Attractions — Canon  City  and 
the  territory  immediately  surrounding 
it  is  one  of  the  most  popular  tourist 
districts  in  the  state.  The  Royal  Gorge 
of  the  Arkansas  river,  sometimes 
called  the  Grand  Canon  of  the  Ar- 
kansas, is  one  of  the  scenic  wonders 
of  the  world.  It  begins  one  mile 
west  of  Canon  City  and  extends  west 
for  about  20  miles.  The  vast  walls 
of  granite  tower  above  the  river  here 
to  a  height,  in  some  places,  of  more 
than  2,500  feet.  The  Rainbow  Route 
follows  this  canon  for  a  considerable 
distance  and  a  road  has  been  built 
from  Canon  City  to  the  upper  rim  of 
the  canon,  where  the  traveler  may  look 
down  2,500  feet  to  the  waters  of  the 
Arkansas  river  below.  There  are 
numerou.s  other  scenic  highways  from 
Canon  City,  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  which  is  the  Sky  Line  drive,  from 
which  an  excellent  view  of  Canon  City 


and  the  orchard  territory'  surrounding 
it  may  be  had.  Bell's  mineral  springs, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Royal  Gorge, 
are  noted  for  the  curative  properties 
of  their  waters.  South  of  Florence 
is  South  Hardscrabble  creek,  in  the 
San  Isabel  forest  reserve,  noted  for  its 
beautiful  scenery,  where  the  citizens 
of  Florence  have  secured  a  municipal 
camping  ground,  fitted  for  the  conven- 
ience and  comfort  of  the  camper.  Here 
one  may  camp  for  a  day,  a  week,  or  as 
long  as  desired.  The  road  to  the 
Hardscrabble  has  also  been  made  a 
state  highway,  which  renders  the 
grounds  easy  of  access. 

Cities  and  Towns — Canon  City,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  cities  in  Colo- 
rado. It  is  located  on  the  Arkansas 
river  near  the  eastern  end  of  the  Royal 
Gorge,  in  a  region  of  delightful  scenic 
beauty.  It  is  widely  known  as  a  health 
resort  on  account  of  its  delightful  cli- 
mate and  the  mineral  springs  in  its 
vicinity.  It  has  one  of  the  largest 
light  and  power  plants  in  the  state, 
which  supplies  power  for  the  opera- 
tion of  various  coal  mines  in  the 
county,  as  well  as  power  and  light  for 
the  city  and  for  the  town  of  Florence. 
The  state  penitentiary  is  located  here. 
Florence,  a  few  miles  east  of  Canon 
City,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  and 
Santa  Fe  railroads,  is  the  center  of  the 
oldest  and  most  productive  petroleum 
field  in  Colorado.  It  is  a  manufactur- 
ing town  of  considerable  importance, 
having  a  pay  roll  .of  nearly  $200,000 
per  month.  Among  the  other  im- 
portant towns  of  the  county  are  Port- 
land and  Concrete,  noted  for  their 
cement  factories;  Chandler,  Rockvale, 
and  Coal  Creek,  important  coal  camps; 
and  Penrose,  six  miles  northeast  of 
Florence,  a  growing  agricultural  town 
with  many  square  miles  of  fruit  farms 
adjoining. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  mineral  development.  A  large 
area  of  the  county  is  presumably  min- 
eralized and  offers  opportunities  for 
prospecting  and  development.  There  is 
an  immense  amount  of  building  stone 
which  is  certain  to  be  developed  as  the 
demands  of  the  west  require.  The 
coal  deposits  of  this  county  are  of  ex- 
cellent quality  and  are  being  worked 
to  a  considerable  extent  at  the  present 
time.  There  is,  however,  much  room  , 
for  further  development  in  this  direc-  \ 
tion.  There  are  excellent  deposits  of  . 
glass  sand,  clay  and  similar  materials 
awaiting  development  and  general 
farming,  fruitgrowing  and  gardening 
are  all  expanding  industries. 
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GARFIELD   COUNTY 

General  Description — Garfield  county 
lies  in  the  western  part  of  Colorado 
and  includes  a  part  of  Grand  valley, 
w^hich  is  one  of  the  best  known  agricul- 
tural and  fruitraising  districts  in  the 
state.  It  is  of  an  extremely  irregular 
rectangular  outline,  110  miles  long, 
3ast  and  west,  and  about  50  miles  wide 
It  the  eastern  end.  Its  width  at  the 
extreme  west  end,  where  it  touches 
the  state  of  Utah,  is  about  20  miles. 
[ts  area  is  1,988,480  acres,  or  a  little 
more  than  the  combined  areas  of  the 
states  of  Delaware  and  Rhode  Island, 
rhe  surface  is  extremely  irregular, 
t^arying  in  altitude  from  about  4,700 
[eet  at  the  western  boundary  to  over 
L3,000  feet  at  the  summit  of  some  of 
:he  peaks  in  the  northeastern  part. 

Early  History — The  territory  now 
included  in  Garfield  county  was 
Driginally  occupied  by  the  Ute  Indians, 
rhere  was  no  development  worthy  of 
aote  until  after  1881,  when  the  In- 
iians  were,  by  treaty,  removed  from 
:his  part  of  Colorado  to  western 
Utah.  Small  prospecting  parties  ex- 
plored the  mountainous  areas,  both 
aorth  and  south  of  the  Grand  river, 
ibout  1879  and  built  a  fort  not  far  from 
the  present  site  of  Glenwood  Springs, 
which  they  called  Fort  Defiance.  Glen- 
«\'ood  Springs  was  first  settled  in  1882. 
rhe  county  was  organized  in  1883  from 
1  part  of  Summit  county  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  President  James  A. 
jarfield,  whose  assassination  occurred 
a.  short  time  before  it  was  created.  A 
lart  of  it  was  taken  to  form  Rio  Blanco 
:ounty  in  1889. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  principal  ag- 
ricultural territory  in  the  county  is  in 
the  valleys  of  the  Grand  river  and  the 
Roaring  Fork  river,  one  of  its  tribu- 
taries. There  is  some  good  agricul- 
tural land  on  the  high  plateaus  both 
Qorth  and  south  of  the  Grand,  and  a 
large  amount  of  good  grazing  land. 
The  soil  of  the  valleys  is  extremely 
fertile  and  under  irrigation  produces 
some  of  the  best  crop  yields  in  Colo- 
rado. There  is  no  detailed  soil  sur- 
vey available.  The  surface  rises 
abruptly  north  of  the  Grand  river,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  into 
the  rugged  mountain  area  included  in 
the  White  River  national  forest. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  10,144,  as  compared  with  .5,835  in 
1900.  The  present  population  is  ap- 
proximately 13,500.  In  1910  the  for- 
eign-born white  population  was  16.6 
per  cent  of  the  total.  Previous  to  the 
war  the  principal  foreign  nationalities 


were  Italian,  German,  Austrian,  Irish 
and  Canadian. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Grand  river  flows  through  the  center 
of  the  eastern  half  of  the  county  and 
turns  south  near  the  town  of  Grand 
Valley,  into  Mesa  county.  This 
stream,  with  its  tributaries,  affords 
the  drainage  and  furnishes  the  water 
supply  for  irrigation  and  other  pur- 
poses. The  principal  tributary  is  the 
Roaring  Fork.  The  Grand  river  is  the 
largest  stream  in  Colorado.  It  carrid^s 
an  abundance  of  water  for  irrigating 
all  land  in  this  county  that  is  capable 
of  being  irrigated,  and  furnishes  water 
for  a  large  amount  of  land  in  Mesa 
county.  One  of  the  largest  hydro- 
electric power  plants  in  the  state,  lo- 
cated on  this  stream  at  a  station  called 
Shoshone,  furnishes  light  and  power 
for  many  of  the  towns  on  the  Western 
slope,  for  numerous  mines  and  mining 
towns  in  the  central  part  of  the  state 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
electric  current  used  in  the  city  of 
Denver.  Water  for  domestic  purposes 
in  many  sections  is  obtained  from 
wells,  and  is  found  at  depths  of  from 
10  feet  to  25  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  general  farming,  including  fruit- 
raising,  dairying  and  stockraising,  coal 
mining,  lumbering  and  some  metal 
mining.  The  valley  lands  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Carbondale  are  es- 
pecially famous  for  their  potatoes. 
Fine  orchards  occupy  the  valley  land 
from  New  Castle  west  and  large  stock 
ranches  are  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  The  coal  deposits  are  among 
the  largest  and  best  in  Colorado. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  both  cultivated 
and  wild;  potatoes,  small  grain,  corn, 
sugar  beets;  strawberries,  peaches 
apples  and  other  tree  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  asphaltic  rock,  carnotite, 
cassiterite,  clays,  coal,  copper,  gold, 
silver,  oil  shale,  sandstone,  granite 
and  other  building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber, especially  in  the  northeastern 
part,  principally  pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  239,185  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  12  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  1,142  acres 
was  classed  as  improved  fruit  land, 
56,868  as  irrigated  farm  land,  29,724 
acres  as  nonirrigated  farm  land  and 
142,367    acres    as    grazing    land.      The 
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remainder  is  principally  coal  land, 
town  and  city  lots  and  railroad  rights 
of  way.  The  national  forest  area  is 
539,260  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here 
at  from  $50  to  $150  an  acre,  while 
improved  fruit  land  brings  from  $125 
to  $350  an  acre.  Nonirrigated  farm 
land  sells  at  from  $10  to  $30  an  acre 
and  grazing  land  at  from  $5  to  $15  an 
acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad 
follows  the  Grand  river  through  the 
county.  The  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road follows  the  valley  of  the  Roaring 
Fork  river  to  Glenwood  Springs  and 
the  Grand  valley  westward  to  Grand 
Junction.  A  branch  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railroad  runs  southeast 
along  the  Roaring  Fork  river  to  the 
town  of  Aspen,  in  Pitkin  county.  The 
Crystal  River  railroad  leaves  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  at  Carbon- 
dale  and  runs  south  through  Pitkin 
county  to  Marble,  in  Gunnison  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Midland  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  course  of  the 
Grand  river  through  the  county. 
Another  state  highway  leaves  this  line 
at  Rifle  and  runs  north  to  Meeker,  in 
Rio  Blanco  county,  and  thence  west 
to  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  Pacific 
coast.  This  is  known  as  the  Ocean  to 
Ocean  highway.  A  secondary  state 
highway  follows  the  roaring  Fork  val- 
ley southeast  from  Glenwood  Springs 
to  Aspen  and  east  to  a  connection 
with  the  Midland  Trail  in  southern 
Lake  county.  The  county  is  spending 
over  $100,000  on  roads  this  year. 

Educational — There  are  45  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  85 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Glenwood  Springs  and  the-  union  high- 
schools  at  Grand  Valley,  Rifle,  Carbon- 
dale  and  Silt  each  offer  a  full  four- 
year  highschool  course,  while  the  New 
Castle  school  gives  one  year  of  high- 
school  work.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  Grand  valley  and  the  western  part 
of  the  county  varies  from  12  to  15 
inches.  A  narrow  belt  along  the 
south  edge  of  the  eastern  end  of  the 
county  has  an  average  rainfall  of  about 
ITi  inches.  The  precipitation  increases 
rapidly  in  the  northeastern  corner  to 
about  30  inches.  The  climate  is  mild 
and  very  favoral)le  to  agriculture  ex- 
cei)t  in  the  extreme  northeast,  where 
the  winters  are  long  and  sevf^e,  sub 
ject  to  v(!ry  heavy  snowfall.  The  west 
end  of  the  county  is  arid  and  devoted 
principally  to  stockraising. 


Tourist  Attractions  —  Glenwood 
Springs  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  popular  tourist  resorts  in  Colo- 
rado. There  are  numerous  mineral 
springs  here,  having  a  wide  variety 
of  mineral  waters  of  recognized  me- 
dicinal value.  One  of  these,  the  Yam- 
pah,  is  said  to  have  a  flow  of  about 
2,000  gallons  per  minute,  being  one  of 
the  largest  mineral  springs  in  the 
world.  The  open-air  bathing  pool  lo- 
cated here  is  fed  from  these  mineral 
springs,  the  temperature  of  the  water 
being  about  90  degrees  Fahrenheit.  It 
is  visited  by  thousands  of  tourists  an- 
nually and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
open-air  bathing  pools  in  the  United 
States.  There  is  a  wealth  of  magnifi- 
cent mountain  scenery  in  the  territory 
north  and  south  of  Glenwood  Springs 
and  automobile  roads  are  being  rapidly 
extended  to  make  this  territory  easily 
accessible  to  tourists. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Glenwood 
Springs,  the  countyseat  and  principal 
city,  is  located  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  and  Colorado  Midland  railroads 
at  the  junction  of  the  Roaring  Fork 
with  the  Grand  river.  It  is  best  known 
to  Colorado  people  as  a  tourist  resort, 
but  it  is  also  an  important  distributing 
center  and  supply  station  for  the  ag- 
ricultural territory  in  the  Grand  and 
Roaring  Fork  valleys.  Other  towns  are 
Carbondale,  in  the  Roaring  Fork  val- 
ley; New  Castle,  Rifle,  Grand  Valley 
and  Silt,  in  the  Grand  valley. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  for  development  here  are 
perhaps  in  stockraising  and  farming. 
There  is  an  immense  amount  of  good 
grazing  land  not  being  pastured  to  its 
full  capacity.  Coal  deposits  afford  un- 
limited opportunity  for  development, 
but  they  will  perhaps  not  be  worked 
much  more  extensively  until  larger 
markets  for  coal  are  opened  up  near 
to  this  territory.  Much  of  the  moun- 
tainous area  in  this  county  is  min- 
eralized and  it  is  not  beyond  the 
bounds  of  possibility  that  various 
metals  may  be  found  in  paying  quan- 
tities. The  stone  deposits  are  very 
extensive  and  valuable,  but  their  de- 
velopment will  wait  upon  market  and 
transportation  conditions.  There  are 
extensive  deposits  of  rich  oil  shale  in 
the  northwestern  i)art  of  the  county 
belonging  to  the  well  known  Green 
river  shale  dei)osits  of  western  Colo- 
rado. The  federal  government  has  set 
aside  45,000  acres  of  shale  land  ini 
Garfield  county  as  a  naval  oil  reserve.! 
This  shale  is  very  easily  mined  and] 
runs  from  15  to  90  gallons  of  oil  per' 
ton  in  addition  to  a  considerable 
amount  of  ammonium  sulphate  and] 
other   valuable   by-products. 
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GILPIN  COUNTY 

General  Description— Gilpin  county 
lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  a  portion  of  the  western  bound- 
ary being  formed  by  the  Continental 
divide.  It  is  an  irregular  triangle 
with  an  extreme  length  of  about  16 
miles  near  the  center,  and  an  extreme 
width  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  13 
miles.  It  is  the  smallest  county  in 
Colorado  save  Denver,  which  includes 
only  the  city  of  Denver.  Its  area  is 
84,480  acres,  or  about  one-eighth  that 
of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
surface  is  almost  all  mountainous  and 
the  altitude  varies  from  6,880  feet,  at 
the  southeastern  corner,  to  approxi- 
mately 14,000'  feet  at  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  peaks  on  the  western 
boundary. 

Early  History — Gilpin  county  is  often 
referred  to  as  the  birthplace  of  Colo- 
rado. It  was  here  that  the  first  discov- 
ery of  gold  "in  place"  was  made  by 
John  Gregory  on  May  6,  1859.  Previous 
to  this  Green  Russell  and  others  had 
found  placer  gold  in  the  sands  of  the 
Platte  river,  Cherry  creek.  Clear  creek 
and  other  streams,  but  these  discover- 
ies amounted  to  little  and  the  gold  wag 
all  panned  out  within  a  few  months. 
Gregory  lode  is  producing  ore  today. 
Only  a  few  weeks  after  Gregory's  dis- 
covery Green  Russell,  who  first  found 
placer  gold  in  the  sands  of  the  Platte 
river,  discovered  fissure  gold  veins  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  Gilpin  county. 
These  veins,  in  what  is  popularly 
known  as  Russell  Gulch,  are  being 
worked  at  the  present  time.  It  was  in 
Gilpin  county  that  the  first  real  metal 
mining  in  Colorado  was  done.  Central 
City,  the  countyseat,  was  founded  in 
the  summer  of  1859,  and  in  the  early 
60's  was  the  rival  of  Denver  as  the 
leading  city  in  Colorado.  The  first 
smelter  in  Colorado  was  opened  at 
Black  Hawk  in  1868.  During  the  20 
years  following  the  discovery  of  gold 
in  this  county  more  than  $28,000,000 
in  the  precious  metals,  principally  gold, 
was  taken  from  its  mines.  The  total 
production  has  been  in  excess  of  $100,- 
000,000.  The  Colorado  Central  railway 
was  extended  to  Black  Hawk  in  1872 
and  to  Central  City  in  1878.  This  small 
mountainous  area  was  one  of  the  most 
populous  districts  in  Colorado  when 
the  state  was  admitted  to  the  union  in 
1876.  The  county  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal 17  counties  included  in  Colorado 
territory  as  organized  in  1861.  It  was 
named  in  honor  of  William  Gilpin,  the 
first  governor  of  the  territory. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  ex- 
tremely rugged,  with  a  very  limited 
amount  of  level  land  in  the  creek  val- 


leys. The  soil  is  fertile,  but  the 
seasons  are  short.  Agriculture  is  car- 
ried on  to  a  very  limited  extent.  No 
soil  survey  of  the  territory  is  avail- 
able. 

Population — There  has  been  a  wide 
variation  in  the  population  of  this 
county.  In  1870,  when  the  first  United 
States  census  was  taken,  it  was  5,490; 
in  1880  it  was  6,489,  though  hardly  as 
large  at  that  time  as  it  had  been  five 
years  previous;  in  1890  it  was  5,875; 
in  1900  it  was  6,690,  and  in  1910  4,131. 
The  present  population  is  about  3,000. 
In  1910  the  foreign-born  population 
was  29.5  per  cent  of  the  total.  The 
principal  foreign  nationalities  were 
English,  Austrian  and  German. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — Clear 
creek  and  other  small  tributaries  of 
the  Platte  river  furnish  the  principal 
drainage  and  supply  water  for  domes- 
tic purposes  and  for  use  in  the  mines. 
The  streams  all  have  their  sources  in 
regions  of  heavy  precipitation  and 
carry  plenty  of  water  throughout  the 
year.  A  considerable  amount  of  water 
used  in  irrigation  of  lands  north  of 
Denver  has  its  origin  in  Gilpin  county. 

Industries — The  principal  industry 
is  metal  mining,  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  extensively  here  for  58  years. 
Stockraising  is  followed  to  a  limited 
extent  and  there  is  some  farming  in 
the  lower  creek  valleys.  Lumbering 
has  been  followed  to  a  limited  extent 
to  supply  material  for  local  consump- 
tion. Small  amounts  of  building 
stone  have  been  quarried. 

Crops — Native  hay  is  about  the  only 
crop  grown  here.  Potatoes  and  some 
garden  vegetables  are  grown  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  in  the  lower  creek  valleys. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  arsenopyrite,  clays,  copper, 
fluorspar,  gold,  lead,  molybdenum, 
pitchblende,  pyrite,  silver,  tungsten, 
zinc  and  a  wide  variety  of  building 
stone. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  all  parts  of  the  county,  princi- 
pally pine,  spruce,  cedar  and  aspen. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  31,322  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
about  37  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  16,399  acres  of  this  is  classed 
as  grazing  land,  while  the  remainder 
is  divided  among  mineral  lands,  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  At  the  beginning  of  1919  there 
was  1,681  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county  of  little  value  ex- 
cept for  grazing  purposes  or  for  min- 
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erals.  On  July  1.  1918,  there  was  11,- 
520  acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  valuable  principally 
for  the  mineral  deposits  it  may  con- 
tain. This  land  is  open  to  prospecting 
under  the  public  land  laws  and  may 
be  patented  as  mineral  claims  after 
discoveries  of  mineral  deposits  have 
been  made.  The  national  forest  area 
in  this  county  is  40,394  acres. 

Transportation — A  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  extends 
from  Denver  to  Central  City,  the 
countyseat.  The  Denver  &  Salt  Lake 
railroad  runs  through  the  north  edge 
of  the  county. 

H  ighways — The  state  highway, 
w^hich  crosses  the  Continental  divide 
at  Berthoud  pass,  runs  along  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  county.  A 
secondary  state  highway  runs  north 
from  this  road  at  Idaho  Springs, 
through  Central  City  into  Boulder 
county.  There  are  numerous  county 
roads  and  trails,  most  of  which  are 
imperfectly  improved,  of  use  princi- 
pally in  carrying  supplies  to  the  va- 
rious mining  camps. 

Educational — There  are  14  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  20 
teachers.  The  county  union  high- 
school  at  Central  City  gives  a  full  four- 
year  highschool  course.  There  are  no 
private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here  is  somewhat  severe.  The  alti- 
tude is  high  and  as  a  result  the  sum- 
mers are  short,  with  frost  in  some 
sections  every  month  in  the  year.  The 
principal  mining  districts  are  at  an 
altitude  of  above  8,000  feet.  The 
rainfall  in  the  extreme  southern  part 
of  the  county  varies  from  16  to  20 
inches  and  in  the  northern  part  from 
20  to  25  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  For  a  great 
many  years  there  has  been  consider- 
able tourist  travel  to  this  territory. 
The  mountain  scenery  here  is  equal 
to  the  finest  found  in  other  sections 
of  Colorado,  and  the  fact  that  this 
county  is  the  birthplace  of  gold  min- 
ing in  Colorado  adds  interest  for  the 
traveler.  There  are  numerous  active 
mining  claims  and  a  good  many  aban- 
doned workings,  all  of  which  aro  im- 
portant tourist  attractions.  The  high- 
ways loading  through  th(»  county  at 
present  are  not  in  a  high  state  of 
improvement,  but  are  being  extended 
and  made  bettor  each  year.  .Automo- 
bile travel  through  this  part  of  Colo- 
rado is  increasing  rapidly. 

Cities  and  Towns — ^Central  City,  the 
countyseat,    is    the    center    of    one    of 


the  most  productive  mining  districts. 
It  is  also  one  of  the  oldest  cities 
in  Colorado.  Black  Hawk  is  still  an 
important  mining  and  smelting  point. 
Among  the  other  towns  are  Rollins- 
ville  and  Tolland,  on  the  Denver  & 
Salt  Lake  railroad,  and  Nevadaville, 
Baltimore,  Russell  Gulch  and  Apex, 
mining  camps. 

Special  Opportunities — Although 
mining  has  been  followed  here  for 
nearly  60  years,  there  is  still  a  large 
amount  of  unoccupied  land,  principally 
government  domain,  on  which  rich 
ore  deposits  may  yet  be  found.  The 
ores  here  are  found  principally  in 
fissure  veins  and  do  not  always  show 
on  the  surface.  Deep  mining  has 
proved  very  profitable  in  this  county 
and  the  future  production  will  depend 
largely  on  further  extension  of  the 
deep  workings. 


GRAND  COUNTY  ^ 

General  Description — Grand  county 
lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  the  eastern  boundary  being 
formed  by  the  Continental  divide,  the 
northern  boundary  by  the  Rabbit  Ear 
range,  and  part  of  the  southern  bound- 
ary by  the  Williams  Fork  mountains. 
It  is  made  up  principally  of  a  moun- 
tain park  known  as  Middle  park,  sur- 
rounded by  mountain  ranges.  Its  out- 
line is  irregular.  The  greatest  length, 
north  and  south,  is  about  55  miles,  and 
the  greatest  width  is  about  52  miles. 
Its  area  is  1,194,240  acres,  or  about 
50,000  acres  less  than  that  of  the  state 
of  Delaware.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  7,800  feet  in  the  extreme 
southwest  to  more  than  13,000  feet  at 
the  summit  of  some  of  the  peaks  on 
the  eastern  boundary. 

Early  History — The  county  takes 
its  name  from  the  largest  river  in 
Colorado,  which  has  its  h^dwaters 
here.  It  was  originally  a  part  of  the 
domain  claimed  by  the  Northern  rte 
Indians  and  was  one  of  their  most 
popular  hunting  grounds.  It  was 
visited  frequently  by  prospectors  in 
the  early  60's,  but  no  gold  discoveries 
of  importance  were  made.  The  early 
settlers  were  iirincipally  stockmen. 
The  county  was  organized  in  1874 
from  a  i)art  of  Summit  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  central  part 
of  the  county  is  a  beautiful  mountain 
park  with  rolling  surface  and  alluvial 
soil  of  wonderful  richness.  It  is 
largely  covered  l)y  natural  grass  and 
is  one  of  the  best  grazing  sections  of 
Colorado.  On  the  north,  east  and 
south  the  surface  rises  rather  ab- 
ruptly  to    the   mountain   ranges   which 
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form  the  boundary  of  the  county  on 
these  sides.  On  the  southeast  the 
Grand  river  cuts  its  way  through  the 
rim  rocks  surrounding  this  park  and 
forms  the  famous  Gore  canon.  No  de- 
tailed soil  survey  of  this  area  is  avail- 
able. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  1,862.  In  1900  it  was  741  and  the 
present  population  is  about  2,500.  In 
1910  the  foreign-born  whites  made  up 
15.2  per  cent  of  the  total.  Previous 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  the 
principal  foreign  nationalities  were 
German,  Swedish  and  Swiss.  The 
population  is  entirely  rural,  there 
being  no  towns  of  more  than  500  in- 
habitants in  the  county. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply— The 
Grand  river  has  its  headwaters  in  this 
county  and  with  its  tributaries  fur- 
nishes the  principal  water  supply  for 
irrigation  and  other  purposes.  These 
streams  all  have  their  sources  in  the 
mountains  which  surround  Middle 
park  and  carry  a  good  supply  of  water 
the  year  round.  A  considerable 
amount  of  land  is  now  being  irrigated 
in  Middle  park,  but  there  is  water 
available  for  perhaps  twice  as  much 
land  as  is  now  being  farmed  under  ir- 
rigation. Water  for  domestic  uses  in 
some  sections  is  obtained  from  wells. 

Industries— The  principal  industry 
is  general  farming,  including  stockrais- 
ing  and  dairying.  Mining  has  been 
followed  to  a  limited  extent  and  lum- 
bering to  supply  local  needs. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  nat- 
ural hay,  timothy,  alsike,  potatoes, 
small  grain  raised  principally  for 
forage,  and  root  crops  for  stockfeed. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  asphaltic  rock, 
bituminous  rock,  gold,  molybdenum, 
silver  and  building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  good  timber  in 
considerable  amounts  on  the  moun- 
tain slopes  surrounding  the  valley, 
principally  white  pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  201,298  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  nearly  17 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  The  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor  show  28,- 
668  acres  classed  as  irrigated  land, 
123,911  acres  as  grazing  land  and  46,- 
061  as  timber  land.  The  remainder  is 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  The  irrigated  area  is  largely 
natural  hay  land,  hay  being  the  prin- 
cipal agricultural  product  of  the  coun- 
ty. A  considerable  amount  of  the 
land  classed  as  grazing  area  is 
also     natural     hay     land.     On     Janu- 


ary 1,  1919,  there  was  60,021  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  including  a  consider- 
able amount  of  good  hay  land, 
which  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  at  reasonable  prices 
and  on  favorable  terms.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  124,210  acres  open  to 
homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is 
hilly  or  mountainous  and  suitable  only 
for  grazing  purposes.  There  is,  how- 
ever, some  good  agricultural  land  in 
this  county  yet  open  to  entry.  The 
national  forest  area  is  513,020  acres. 
Irrigated  land  here  sells  at  from  $50 
to  $100'  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $5  to  $20  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Denver  &  Salt 
Lake  railroad  enters  this  county  in  the 
southeastern  part,  crossing  the  divide 
at  the  town  of  Corona.  It  runs  north 
and  west  through  Middle  park  by  way 
of  Sulphur  Springs  and  Kremmling, 
and  southwest  from  Kremmling  into 
Eagle  county  by  way  of  Gore  canon. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Vernal  road  or  Midland 
Trail,  which  enters  the  county  by  way 
of  Berthoud  pass  from  Clear  Creek 
county  and  runs  north  and  west 
through  Middle  park,  passing  out  of 
Grand  county  near  the  northwestern 
corner.  A  road  leaves  this  highway  at 
Kremmling  and  runs  southwest  to  a 
connection  with  the  Midland  Trail  at 
Wolcott.  A  road  from  Sulphur  Springs 
runs  north  and  east  to  Grand  Lake, 
the  western  entry  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain national  park.  Another  road  from 
Sulphur  Springs  runs  north  across  the 
Rabbit  Ear  range  to  Walden,  the  coun- 
tyseat  of  Jackson  county.  There  are 
numerous  county  roads,  sufficient  in  a 
general  way  for  moving  the  products 
of  the  farms  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  17  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  20 
teachers.  The  union  highschool  at 
Kremmling  offers  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
this  county  varies  widely.  A  narrow 
strip  along  the  Grand  river  in  the 
western  part  has  an  average  annual 
rainfall  of  from  13  to  15  inches.  Imme- 
diately north  and  east  and  south  of 
this  is  an  area  comprising  the  prin- 
cipal parts  of  Middle  park,  where  the 
rainfall  varies  from  15  to  20  inches. 
Directly  east  of  this  the  precipitation 
increases  more  rapidly,  being  above  25 
inches  annually  near  the  summit  of  the 
Continental  divide.  The  climate  is 
much  more  mild  than  might  be  ex- 
pected  at   the  prevailing  altitudes  in 
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this  county-.  The  park  is  shielded 
from  winds  by  mountain  ranges  which 
surround  it  on  nearly  all  sides,  and 
though  very  low  temperatures  pre- 
vail during  the  winter,  the  cold  is  not 
felt  so  keenly  as  in  other  sections 
more  subject  to  wind  and  to  greater 
extremes  of  moisture  in  the  atmos- 
phere. The  snowfall  is  heavy,  espe- 
cially in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 
Tourist  Attractions — The  Rocky 
Mountain  national  park  extends  into 
the  northeastern  part  of  this  county. 
This  is  the  most  popular  national  park 
in  the  United  States  and  one  of  the 
most  popular  tourist  centers  in  Colo- 
rado. Just  west  of  the  border  of  the 
park  is  Grand  lake,  the  largest  lake 
in  Colorado,  lying  at  an  altitude  of 
8,369  feet.  It  is  a  popular  summer 
resort  and  is  noted  as  the  home  of  the 
only  yacht  club  in  Colorado.  Hot 
Sulphur  Springs  is  a  health  resort  of 
some  importance,  the  waters  of  the 
hot  springs  located  here  having  recog- 
nized medicinal  qualities.  A  sani- 
tarium is  located  here.  The  territory 
known  as  Middle  park  is  one  of  the 
most  attractive  mountain  park  dis- 
tricts in  Colorado  and  is  being  visited 
by  increasing  numbers  of  automobile 
tourists  every  year.  The  streams  here 
are  all  well  stocked  with  trout  and  are 
very  popular  with  local  as  well  as 
visiting  fishermen. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Hot  Sulphur 
Springs,  the  countyseat,  is  located  on 
the  Denver  &  Salt  Lake  railroad,  near 
the  central  part,  of  the  county. 
Kremmling,  the  principal  town,  is  lo- 
cated on  the  same  road  about  18  miles 
further  west.  Other  tow^ns  are  Gran- 
by,  Troublesome,  Fraser  and  Grand 
Lake. 

Special  Opportunities — The  special 
opportunities  here  are  along  the  line 
of  agricultural  development.  This 
county  is  especially  suitable  for  stock- 
raising  and  dairying.  There  is  w^ater 
available  for  at  least  twice  as  much 
as  is  now  being  irrigated  and  the  agri- 
cultural land  is  capable  of  supporting 
perhaps  twice  as  large  a  rural  popula- 
tion as  it  now  maintains.  The  moun- 
tainous areas  surrounding  the  valley 
on  all  sides  are  presumably  mineral- 
ized and  offer  encouraging  opportuni- 
ties for  prospectors. 


GUNNISON  COUNTY 

General  Description — Gunnison  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  the  eastern  boundary  being 
formed  principally  by  the  Continental 
divide.  It  is  of  a  very  irregular  tri- 
angular outline  with  an  extreme  length, 
north  and  south,  of  about  90  miles  and 


an  extreme  width  of  65  miles.  Its  area 
is  2,340,560  acres,  or  a  little  more  than 
the  combined  areas  of  the  states  of 
Delaware  and  Rhode  Island.  The  sur- 
face is  extremely  irregular  and  in 
most  parts  mountainous.  The  alti- 
tude varies  from  about  6,875  feet 
where  the  Gunnison  crosses  the  west- 
ern boundary,  to  about  14,000  feet  at 
the  summits  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  north  and  east. 

Early  History — The  first  white  vis- 
itors in  this  region,  so  far  as  is  known, 
were  the  members  of  the  party  led 
by  Captain  John  W.  Gunnison,  who 
made  an  expedition  to  the  Rocky 
mountains  in  1853  in  search  of  a  feas- 
ible railroad  route  from  the  Missis- 
sippi river  to  the  Pacific  ocean.  In 
the  early  60's  the  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Gunnison  county  was  visited 
by  numerous  prospectors  and  some 
signs  of  gold  were  found.  In  1872,  a 
party  of  prospectors,  of  which  Dr.  Syl- 
vester Richardson  was  geologist,  en- 
tered this  area.  Two  years  later  Dr. 
Richardson  led  another  party  into  the 
Gunnison  valley  and  established  a  col- 
ony near  the  present  site  of  the  city 
of  Gunnison.  The  county  w^as  organ- 
ized in  1877  from  a  part  of  Lake 
county.  One  of  the  first  important 
discoveries  of  silver  in  the  state  was 
that  of  the  Forest  Queen  lode  near 
the  present  site  of  Crested  Butte,  in 
this  county.  In  the  early  days  of 
mining  activity  Gunnison  county  was 
one  of  the  biggest  mineral  producers 
in  the  state. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  Gunnison 
river  has  its  source  near  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  county  and  with 
Tomichi  creek,  a  tributary,  divides 
the  county  into  two  sections.  The 
central  part,  known  as  the  Gunnison 
valley,  is  a  comparatively  level  moun- 
tain park  of  considerable  area,  of  fer- 
tile soil  and  some  agricultural  devel- 
opment. The  northern  part  is  moun- 
tainous and  contains  comparatively 
little  level  land.  The  southeastern 
corner  rises  rather  rapidly  to  the  San 
Juan  mountains  and  is  also  extremely 
rugged  except  for  some  level  land 
along  the  Lake  fork  of  the  Gunnison 
river.  There  is  no  soil  survey  of  this 
county  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  5,897;  the  present  ])oi)ulation  is 
slightly  in  excess  of  6,500.  The  cen- 
sus bureau  found  the  foreign-born 
white  poi)ulation  in  1910  to  be  27.7  per 
cent  of  the  total.  It  is  perhai)s  some- 
what less  at  the  i)resent  time.  Previous 
to  the  war  the  principal  foreign  nation- 
alities were  Italian,  Austrian,  German 
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and  Hungarian.  These  were  mostly 
metal  and  coal  miners. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Gunnison  river  and  its  tributaries  fur- 
nish the  principal  drainage.  These 
streams  all  have  their  sources  in  re- 
gions of  high  precipitation,  and  carry 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  the  year 
round.  There  is  some  irrigation  in 
the  Gunnison  valley  and  the  Gunnison 
river  carries  water  for  the  irrigation 
of  large  areas  further  ^vest.  A  small 
section  of  the  northwestern  part  of 
the  county  is  drained  by  tributaries 
of  the  Grand  river. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  mining,  stockraising,  lumbering, 
quarrying  and  farming.  Mining  is  car- 
ried on  in  nearly  all  sections  of  the 
county.  Farming  is  followed  princi- 
pally in  the  Gunnison  valley  and  most 
of  the  stockmen  have  their  home 
ranches  in  this  area.  There  is  a  large 
amount  of  good  grazing  land  in  the 
national  forest  areas,  especially  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  This 
range  is  used  principally  by  Gunnison 
county  stockmen.  The  marble  depos- 
its on  Yule  creek,  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  county,  are  perhaps  the 
finest  in  America.  Quarries  have  been 
opened  near  the  town  of  Marble  and 
white  marble  from  these  immense 
beds  of  stone  has  been  used  for  build- 
ing and  monumental  purposes  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  The  postoffice 
at  Denver,  Colorado,  Cuyhoga  county 
courthouse  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  are  among  the  principal  public 
structures  built  of  Colorado  Yule 
marble. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  nat- 
ural hay,  potatoes,  and  grain  crops 
cultivated  for  hay. 

Mineral  Resources — Few  counties 
have  a  finer  variety  of  minerals  than 
Gunnison  county.  The  know^n  miner- 
als are  aluminum,  antimony,  bismuth, 
clay,  including  fire  clays;  coal,  cobalt, 
copper,  gold,  granite,  graphite,  grind- 
stone and  other  abrasive  stones;  iron, 
lead,  limestone,  manganese,  marble, 
mineral  paint,  molybdenum,  nickel, 
oil  shale,  platinum,  sandstone,  slate, 
silver,  sulphur,  titanium  and  tungsten. 
Most  of  these  have  been  produced  in 
considerable  quantities. 

Timber — There  is  much  heavy  tim- 
ber in  the  mountain  sections  of  the 
county,  principally  pine  and  spruce. 
Lumbering  and  tie-making  have  been 
followed  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
the  past. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  188,761  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned   land    in    the    county,    or 


only  about  9  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec' 
ords  of  the  county  assessor,  33,742 
acres  was  classed  as  irrigated  land, 
106,249  acres  as  grazing  land  and  the 
remainder  as  coal  and  other  mineral 
land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and  town 
and  city  lots.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  19,920  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated state  land  in  the  county,  includ- 
ing some  good  hay  land.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  562,380  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
most  of  which  is  remote  from  railroads 
and  is  suitable  only  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. The  national  forest  area  is 
1,129,043  acres.  Irrigated  land  here 
sells  for  from  $30  to  $100  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land  at  from  $5  to  $30  an 
acre.  Grazing  land  in  some  cases 
may  be  bought  at  less  than  $5  an  acre. 
The  county  contains  much  mineralized 
area  and  a  considerable  part  of  the 
homestead  land  may  be  valuable  for 
the  mineral  it  contains.  This  land, 
as  well  as  the  national  forest  area,  is 
open  to  prospecting  under  the  gov- 
ernment land  laws  and  may  be  pat- 
ented after  mineral  discoveries  have 
been  properly  made. 

Transportation — The  main  narrow 
gauge  line  of  the  Denver  &.  Rio 
Grande  railroad  runs  east  and  west 
across  the  county  by  way  of  the  town 
of  Gunnison.  A  branch  road  extends 
from  this  line  to  the  mining  camps 
at  Ohio  City,  Pitkin  and  Quartz  and 
to  the  coal  camps  in  the  vicinity  of 
Crested  Butte  and  the  mining  camps 
of  Baldwin  and  Kubler.  The  Lake 
City  branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad  leaves  the  main  line 
at  Lake  Junction  and  follow^s  the 
course  of  the  Lake  Fork  branch  of 
the  Gunnison  river  to  Lake  City,  the 
countyseat  of  Hinsdale  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Rainbow  Route,  which  runs 
east  and  west  through  the  county.  A 
secondary  state  highway  runs  north 
from  Gunnison  to  Crested  Butte. 
Another  secondary  state  highway  runs 
south  from  Lake  Junction  to  Lake 
City.  Numerous  county  roads  and 
trails  have  been  developed,  principally 
for  service  of  the  mines  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  county. 

Educational — There  are  32  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  48 
teachers.  The  Gunnison  county  high- 
school  at  Gunnison  offers  a  full  four- 
year  highschool  course,  and  two  years 
of  highschool  work  are  given  at  the 
schools  at  Crested  Butte  and  Somer- 
set. A  state  normal  school  is  located 
at  Gunnison.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 
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Gunnison — Hinsdale 


Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
this  county  is  extremely  varied.  A 
small  area  in  the  Gunnison  valley  has 
an  average  annual  rainfall  of  about  10 
inches  and  the  territory  just  surround- 
ing this  has  an  average  annual  rain- 
fall of  14  inches.  In  the  north  the 
rainfall  increases  very  rapidly,  being 
about  25  inches  in  the  mountainous 
areas  along  the  northern  boundary. 
The  climate  in  the  Gunnison  valley  is 
comparatively  mild,  with  short  sum- 
mers and  long,  open  winters.  In  the 
northern  part  the  snowfall  is  ex- 
tremely heavy  and  very  low  tempera- 
tures are  common. 

Tourist  Attractions — This  is  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  mountainous  re- 
gions of  Colorado.  The  Black  canon 
of  the  Gunnison  river  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county  has  long  been 
greatly  admired  by  railroad  tourists. 
The  Rio  Grande  railroad  follows  this 
canon  for  several  miles.  The  moun- 
tainous regions  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county  are  almost  wholly  inac- 
cessible. There  are  mineral  springs 
at  Cebolla  and  Waunita  whose  waters 
are  famous  for  their  curative  proper- 
ties. 

Cities  and  Towns — Gunnison,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  on  the  Denver 
&  Rio  Grande  railroad  in  the  heart 
of  the  Gunnison  valley.  Other  towns 
are  the  mining  camps  of  Crested 
Butte,  Pitkin,  Kubler,  Tincup  and  To- 
michi,  the  resorts  of  the  Waunita  and 
Cebolla  Hot  Springs  and  the  shipping 
points  of  Lake  Junction,  Sapinero  and 
Doyle. 

Special  Opportunities — The  prin- 
cipal opportunities  offered  here  are  in 
the  line  of  mining  development.  There 
is  an  immense  area  of  mineralized 
land  in  this  county  which  has  never 
been  adequately  prospected.  Exten- 
sive coal  deposits  are  found  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  and  are 
being  worked  at  Crested  Butte,  Som- 
erset and  various  points.  The  only 
anthracite  coal  produced  in  Colorado 
comes  from  the  northern  part  of  Gun- 
nison county,  in  the  vicinity  of  Crested 
Butte.  

HINSDALE  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  M  i  n  s  d  a  1  e 
county  lies  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  state  in  what  is  known  as  the 
San  Juan  mining  district.  It  is  of  an 
irregular  rectangular  outline,  consid- 
erably broadened  at  the  north  end. 
Its  extreme  length  north  and  south  is 
about  '>2  miles  and  extreme  width  east 
and  west  is  2(]  miles.  Its  area  is  621,- 
440  acres,  slightly  less  than  the  area 
of    the    state    of    Rhode    Island.      The 


surface  is  nearly  all  mountainous,  the 
altitude  varying  from  about  8,500  feet 
where  the  Lake  Fork  branch  of  the 
Gunnison  river  crosses  the  north 
boundary,  to  more  than  14,000  feet  at 
the  summits  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  San  Juan  range  near  the  central 
part. 

Early  History — So  far  as  is  known 
the  first  white  people  to  enter  this  ter- 
ritory were  the  members  of  John  C. 
Fremont's  fourth  expedition,  which 
started  out  with  the  object  of  proving 
the  feasibility  of  the  railway  route 
across  the  Rocky  mountains  at  this 
point.  This  expedition  passed  up  the 
Rio  Grande  river  late  in  1848  and  es- 
tablished a  camp  some  time  in 
December  near  the  present  boundary 
between  Hinsdale  and  Mineral  coun- 
ties. This  was  the  famous  "Camp 
Starvation,"  the  exact  location  of 
which  has  never  been  determined. 
The  weather  became  so  severe  that 
more  than  half  of  the  members  of  the 
party  perished  from  cold  and  starva- 
tion. Those  who  remained  with  Fre- 
mont retraced  their  steps  down  the 
San  Luis  valley  early  in  1S49  and 
finally  made  their  way  to  Taos,  New 
Mexico.  Hinsdale  county  was  included 
in  the  tract  bought  from  the  Southern 
Ute  Indians  in  1873.  Prospectors 
flocked  into  this  region  immediately 
following  the  purchase  and  important 
discoveries  of  gold  and  silver  were 
made.  Among  the  early  prospectors 
here  were  Otto  Mears  and  Enos 
Hotchkiss,  who  supervised  the  con- 
struction of  the  famous  Slumgullion 
wagon  road  as  the  principal  outlet 
from  the  new  mining  camp  of  Lake 
City  to  the  towns  in  the  San  Luis  val- 
ley. The  county  was  organized  in 
1874  from  parts  of  Conejos,  Costilla 
and  Lake  counties.  Hinsdal^  county 
was  the  pioneer  mineral-producing  dis- 
trict of  the  San  Juan  region,  Ouray, 
Silverton.  Telluride,  and  Rico  all  hav- 
ing followed  Lake  City  in  mineral  de- 
velopment. During  the  silver  excite- 
ment of  the  early  70's  Lake  City,  via 
Del  Norte,  was  the  mecca  toward 
which  the  adventurous  steps  of  thou- 
sands of  fortune  hunters  were  turned, 
and  for  many  years  Hinsdale  county 
poured  out  millions  into  the  channels 
of  the  world's  trade.  Hidden  Treasure. 
Golden  Fleece  and  other  pioneer  mines 
of  that  district  are  among  the  best 
known  in  Colorado.  While  the.  con- 
tinued decline  in  the  price  of  silver 
during  the  80's  and  90's  reduced  this 
district  to  a  state  of  drowsiness  it  is 
not  dead  by  any  means,  but  only 
awaits  the  magic  touch  of  real  develop- 
ment, encouraged  by  higher  prices  for 
the    white   metal,   to   awaken   the   old- 
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time  activity,  for  it  is  conceded  that 
some  of  the  richest  values  in  the 
fabulously  rich  San  Juan  district  lie 
yet  untouched  in  Hinsdale  county. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  San  Juan 
mountains  cross  the  southern  part  and 
the  Continental  divide  forms  a  part  of 
the  eastern  boundary.  There  is  little 
level  land  except  in  the  valleys  of  a 
few  of  the  numerous  streams  having 
their  sources  in  this  region.  The  soil 
in  these  valleys  is  very  fertile,  but  the 
seasons  are  extremely  short  and  nat- 
ural hay  is  the  only  important  crop 
grown.  Potatoes,  unsurpassed  in  qual- 
ity, and  other  vegetables,  such  as 
cabbage,  carrots,  onions,  radishes, 
beets,  etc.,  are  grown  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  646  as  compared  with  1,609  in 
1900.  The  decrease  was  due  largely 
to  the  decline  in  the  mining  industry. 
The  population  at  the  beginning  of 
1919  was  about  700,  mostly  confined 
to  Lake  City  and  the  narrow  valley 
of  Lake  Fork.  In  1910  the  foreign- 
born  white  population  was  18.7  per 
cent  of  the  whole.  The  percentage  is 
considerably  lower  at  present;  the 
foreigners  being  principally  metal 
miners. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply  —  Nu- 
merous small  streams  have  their 
sources  in  this  county,  flowing  in 
three  directions.  The  Rio  Grande 
river  flows  across  the  central  part 
just  north  of  the  San  Juan  mountains. 
A  number  of  small  streams  tributary 
to  the  San  Juan  river  have  their 
sources  just  south  of  these  mountains. 
Lake  Fork  and  Cebolla  creek,  tribu- 
taries of  the  Gunnison,  rise  in  the 
northern  part  and  flow  north.  These 
streams  have  their  sources  in  regions 
of  high  precipitation  and  carry  plenty 
of  water  the  year  round.  Irrigation  is 
practiced  to  a  limited  extent  in  some 
of  the  valleys  and  there  is  plenty  of 
water  available. 

Industries — Mining  is  the  principal 
industry.  Lumbering  is  carried  on  to 
a  limited  extent,  principally  to  supply 
local  demands.  Agriculture  and  stock- 
raising  are  followed  in  some  of  the 
lower  mountain  valleys,  principally  in 
the  valley  of  the  Lake  fork  of  the 
Gunnison  river. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  alunite,  clays,  copper,  gold, 
iron,  lead,  oxide  of  manganese,  silver, 
sand,  a  wide  variety  of  stone,  and  zinc. 
There  has  been  little  development  ex- 
cept in  the  production  of  gold,  silver, 
copper,  lead  and  zinc. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of   1919    there   was   20,542    acres 


of  privately-owned  land  in  the  county, 
or  only  a  little  more  than  3  per  cent 
of  the  total  area.  This  is  classified, 
according  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  as  follows:  1,942  acres  of 
irrigated  land,  12,132  acres  of  grazing 
land,  5,861  acres  of  nonproducing  min- 
eral land  and  the  remainder  producing 
mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  On  January  1. 
1919,  there  was  9,166  acres  of  unap- 
propriated state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes  or  for  possible 
mineral  content.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  115,480  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  princi- 
pally valuable  for  grazing  purposes  or 
for  minerals.  The  national  forest  area 
i3  513,020  acres. 

Transportation  —  A  branch  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  runs 
south  from  the  main  narrow  gauge 
line  at  Sapinero  to  Lake  City,  the 
countyseat,  this  being  the  only  rail- 
road in  the  county. 

HigPiways — The  principal  state  high- 
way extends  from  the  Rainbow  Route, 
in  Gunnison  county,  south  to  Lake 
City,  and  this  road  has  been  partially 
improved  to  Creede  and  plans  are  be- 
ing considered  for  opening  it  up  as 
one  of  the  principal  state  automobile 
routes.  Another  road  has  been  planned 
across  the  county  from  Creede,  in  Min- 
eral county,  to  Silverton,  in  San  Juan 
county.  This  road  is  practically  im- 
passable at  the  present  time. 

Educational — There  are  four  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  seven 
teachers.  The  Lake  City  school  offers 
a  full  four-year  highschool  course. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological     Data  —  The    rainfall 

is  heavy  in  practically  all  parts  of  the 
county.  A  belt  of  high  precipitation 
crosses  the  central  part,  the  average 
annual  rainfall  being  above  25  inches. 
It  is  somewhat  lower  north  and  south 
of  this  belt.  The  climate  is  severe, 
with  short  summers  and  long  winters, 
marked  by  heavy  snowfall  and  ex- 
tremely low  temperature  in  the  moun- 
tain areas. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  Like  other 
mountainous  districts  in  Colorado, 
this  area  contains  much  beautiful 
scenery.  It  is  noted  for  its  picturesque 
lakes,  one  of  the  best  known  of  which 
is  Lake  San  Christobal,  four  miles 
from  Lake  City.  There  is  good  trout 
fishing  in  all  the  streams  and  in  the 
lakes.  Big  game  is  also  found  in  the 
mountains.  The  county  has  compara- 
tively   few    tourist   visitors,    however. 
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because  of  poor  transportation  facili- 
ties and  lack  of  improved  highways. 

Towns — The  principal  town  is  Lake 
City,  the  countyseat,  and  terminus  of 
the  Lake  Fork  branch  of  the  Denver 
&  Rio  Grande  railroad.  It  was,  at  one 
time,  one  of  the  most  active  mining 
camps  in  the  state.  Other  towns  are 
principally  mining  camps  in  the  moun- 
tains south  of  Lake  City,  among  them 
being  Henson,  Capitol  City,  Sherman 
and  Whitecross. 

Special  Opportunities — Tl^e  princi- 
pal opportunities  here  are  in  the  direc- 
tion of  mining  development.  All  the 
forest  area  and  government  home- 
stead land  is  open  to  prospecting  and 
may  be  patented  under  the  federal 
land  laws  after  mineral  deposits  have 
been  properly  located.  There  is  a 
large  area  here  which  has  never  been 
adequately  prospected  and  which  un- 
doubtedly contains  rich  mineral  de- 
posits. There  is  considerable  timber 
on  the  mountain  slopes,  principally 
pine  and  spruce,  and  an  extension  of 
railway  into  this  territory  might  make 
its  development  profitable.  During  the 
early  part  of  1919  there  has  been  con- 
siderable activity  in  the  mining  dis- 
tricts of  the  county  as  a  result  of  the 
recent  advances  in  the  price  of  silver. 
Some  of  the  richest  silver  deposits  in 
the  state  are  in  this  county  and  larger 
production  may  be  expected  here  in 
the  near  future. 


HUERFANO  COUNTY 

General  Description — Huerfano 
county  lies  in  the  south-central  part 
of  the  state,  the  western  boundary  be- 
ing formed  by  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
and  Culebra  mountain  ranges,  this  be- 
ing but  one  range,  but  having  different 
names  in  different  places.  It  has  a 
more  irregular  outline  than  any  other 
county  in  the  state.  Its  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  is  about  48 
miles,  and  its  width,  north  and  south, 
near  the  central  part,  is  about  40 
miles.  Its  area  is  960,000  acres,  or 
300,000  acres  more  than  that  of  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  surface 
Is  an  irregular  plateau,  broken  by  nu- 
merous narrow  valleys  in  the  east  and 
rising  into  a  rugged  mountainous  area 
in  the  west.  The  altitude  varies  from 
about  5,690  feet,  at  the  north  bound- 
ary, to  more  than  13,000  at  the  sum- 
mits of  some  of  the  mountain  peaks 
In  the  south  and  west. 

Early  History — This  territory  was 
visited  by  numerous  early  Spanish  ex- 
plorers, principally  in  search  of  gold. 
The  only  relic  of  Spanish  occupation 
of  what  is  now  Huerfano  county  is  the 


crumbling  ruin  of  an  old  fort.  Cap- 
tain Pike  and  his  party  traversed  the 
northwestern  corner  of  this  county 
early  in  1807  and  crossed  the  Sangre 
de  Cristo  range,  over  what  is  now 
called  Medino  pass.  Fremont  crossed 
this  territory  on  two  or  three  of  his 
expeditions  to  the  Rocky  mountains. 
The  first  settlers  were  principally 
farmers  and  stockmen.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1861  as  one  of  the 
original  17  counties  in  Colorado  terri- 
tory, being  much  larger  at  that  time 
than  it  is  at  present. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  ex- 
tremely varied.  Most  of  the  eastern 
part  is  a  plateau,  broken  by  narrow 
valleys  through  which  flow  Huerfano 
river,  Cuchara  river  and  other  small 
streams,  all  tributaries  of  the  Arkan- 
sas river.  The  soil  in  most  of  this 
area  is  fertile  and  raises  excellent 
crops  under  irrigation.  The  rainfall 
is  also  sufficient  to  grow  good  crops 
without  irrigation.  In  some  sections 
the  soil  contains  considerable  slate 
and  shale  and  is  not  suitable  for  cul- 
tivation. The  higher  lands  in  the 
western  part  contain  large  areas  of 
good  grazing  territory  and  the  irri- 
gated valleys  provide  excellent  farm 
land  for  hay  and  small  grain  crops. 
There  is  no  soil  survey  of  this  section 
available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  13.320;  in  1900  it  was  8,325.  The 
present  population  is  about  17,500.  In 
1910  the  foreign-born  white  population 
made  up  20  per  cent  of  the  total.  Pre- 
vious to  the  war  the  principal  foreign 
nationalities  were  Austrian,  Italian 
and  Scotch,  being  found  largely  in  the 
coal  camps. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
county  is  crossed  by  numerous 
streams  having  their  sources  in  the 
mountainous  areas  in  the  west  and 
flowing  north  and  east  to  the  Arkan- 
sas river,  the  principal  ones  being  the 
Huerfano  and  Cuchara  rivers,  which 
carry  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  per- 
haps twice  as  much  land  as  is  now 
being  cultivated  under  irrigation. 
Water  for  domestic  purposes  is  ob- 
tained principally  from  wells  and  ig 
reached  at  depths  varying  from  10  feet 
to  300  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  coal  mining,  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Huerfano  county  ranks  sec- 
ond in  coal  output,  being  surpassed 
in  this  resi)ect  only  by  its  neighbor. 
Las  Animas  county.  Coal  deposits 
cover  about  one-third  of  the  county, 
in  the  southern  part,  but  mining  is 
confined  largely  to  the  area  along  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  and  Colorado  & 
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Southern  railroads.  Farming  is  car- 
ried on  in  nearly  all  sections  of  the 
county  and  agricultural  operations  are 
being  rapidly  extended.  Lumbering  is 
carried  on  to  a  limited  extent,  princi- 
pally to  supply  local  demands. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, native  hay,  small  grains,  pota- 
toes, forage  crops,  pinto  beans,  corn 
and  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources  —  The  known 
minerals  are  clays,  coal,  gold,  building 
and  moulding  sand  and  building  stone, 
including  much  basalt. 

Timber — The  timber  is  found  prin- 
cipally in  the  north  and  west  and  is 
mostly  pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  368,704  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  38  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor,  21,720  acres  of  this  is 
classed  as  irrigated  farm  land,  3,840 
acres  as  nonirrigated  farm  land,  315,- 
101  acres  as  grazing  land  and  the  re- 
mainder coal  land,  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1919,  there  was  41,381  acres  of 
unappropriated  state  land  in  the  coun- 
ty, including  some  good  agricultural 
land  which  may  be  purchased  through 
the  state  land  board  on  very  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
73,559  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is 
valuable  principally  for  grazing  pur- 
poses. The  national  forest  area  is 
117,892  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here 
at  from  $50  to  $150  an  acre  and  non- 
irrigated  land  at  from  $5  to  $20  an 
acre.  There  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  good  coal  land  in  the  county,  most 
of  which  is  privately  owned  or  is  state 
school  land. 

Transportation — The  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  and  Colorado  &  Southern  rail- 
roads both  run  through  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county,  serving  the  prin- 
cipal coal  mining  districts.  The  Ala- 
mosa branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  runs  west  from  Walsenburg 
and  crosses  into  Costilla  county  by 
way  of  La  Veta  pass.  Numerous 
branch  lines  from  both  of  these  roads 
serve  coal  mines  lying  near  the  main 
lines. 

Highways — The  principal  highway 
is  the  North  and  South  road,  which 
runs  north  and  south  through  the  east- 
em  part  of  the  county.  This  is  the 
highway  which  connects  all  of  the 
principal  cities  lying  on  the  eastern 
slope  of  the  main  range,  and  is  sur- 
faced to  Walsenburg  from  Pueblo.  The 
Spanish  Trail  leaves  this  road  at  Wal- 


senburg and  runs  west  to  Alamosa, 
Del  Norte  and  Durango.  There  are 
numerous  other  county  roads  and  sec- 
ondary state  highways,  sufficient  in  a 
general  way  for  the  marketing  of 
crops  from  the  agricultural  districts. 

Educational — There  are  65  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  106 
teachers.  The  Huerfano  county  high- 
school  at  Walsenburg  and  the  union 
highschool  at  La  Veta  each  offer  a  full 
four-year  highschool  course,  while  the 
school  at  Rouse  gives  three  years  of 
highschool  work  and  that  at  Ideal,  Dis- 
trict No.  22,  gives  two  years.  There 
is  a  consolidated  school.  District  No. 
26,  at  Apache.  There  is  a  parochial 
school  at  Walsenburg.  There  are  no 
colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  is  com- 
paratively mild,  but  subject  to  rather 
low  temperatures  and  somewhat 
heavy  snowfall  in  the  winter.  In  the 
western  and  northern  parts  the  cli- 
mate is  much  more  severe  and  the 
snowfall  in  the  winter  is  extremely 
heavy.  The  rainfall  varies  from  about 
14  inches,  in  the  extreme  east,  to  more 
than  25  inches  in  the  northwest.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  county,  in- 
cluding nearly  all  the  agricultural 
area,  has  a  rainfall  varying  from  20 
to  25  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions — This  county  has 
much  beautiful  scenery,  especially  in 
the  mountainous  areas  in  the  west.  The 
completion  of  the  North  and  South 
road  and  the  Spanish  Trail  has  greatly 
increased  automobile  tourist  travel  in 
the  last  two  years.  The  large  coal 
mines  located  along  these  roads  offer 
an  added  attraction  to  visitors.  Huer- 
fano butte,  from  which  the  county 
derives  its  name,  is  located  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Huerfano  river,  and  is  a 
point  of  considerable  interest  to  trav- 
elers. The  Spanish  peaks,  located  on 
the  southern  boundary,  are  twin  peaks 
that  serve  as  landmarks  for  many 
miles  in  all  directions.  The  streams 
in  this  county  are  all  well  stocked 
with  fish  where  their  waters  have  not 
been  muddied  by  mining  operations. 

Cities  and  Towns — The  principal 
town  is  Walsenburg,  the  countyseat, 
located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  on  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
and  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroads. 
Among  the  principal  mining  towns  are 
Rouse,  Walsen,  Ravenwood,  Farr, 
Prior,  Maitland,  Pictou  and  Oakdale. 
La  Veta,  in  the  western  part,  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  good  agricultural  and 
stockraising  district  and  derives  much 
benefit  from  coal  mining  in  the  neigh- 
boring fields. 
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Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  here  are  in  the  di- 
rection of  agricultural  and  mineral 
development.  Although  this  county 
ranks  second  in  coal  output,  there  is 
a  large  area  of  coal  land  not  yet  de- 
veloped. There  is  some  mineralized 
area  in  the  west  which  has  never  been 
worked.  The  agricultural  territory  is 
capable  of  supporting  perhaps  50  per 
cent  greater  population  than  it  now  has. 


JACKSON  COUNTY 

General  Description — J  a  c  k  s  o  n 
county  lies  in  the  north-central  part 
of  the  state  and  includes  nearly  all  of 
the  mountain  valley  known  as  North 
park.  The  state  of  Wyoming  forms  the 
northern  boundary.  Mountain  ranges 
bound  it  on  all  other  sides. — the  Medi- 
cine Bow  range  on  the  east,  the  Rabbit 
Ear  range  on  the  south,  and  the  Park 
range  on  the  west.  It  is  very  irregular 
in  outline,  with  an  extreme  length, 
north  and  south,  of  about  45  miles, 
and  an  extreme  width  of  42  miles.  Its 
area  is  1,044,480  acres,  or  about  200,- 
000  acres  less  than  that  of  the  state 
of  Delaware.  The  surface  is  principally 
rolling  or  level  mountain  valley,  rising 
gradually  to  mountain  ranges  on  all 
sides  except  the  north.  The  altitude 
ranges  from  about  7,800  feet,  at  the 
point  where  the  North  Platte  crosses 
the  north  boundary,  to  more  than  12,- 
000  feet  at  the  summit  of  the  peaks 
in  the  bordering  ranges. 

Early  History  —  The  area  now  in- 
cluded in  Jackson  county  was  visited 
by  John  C.  Fremont  and  described  by 
him  in  1844.  It  was  visited  by  nu- 
merous early  hunters  and  trappers, 
and  gold  hunters  did  considerable  pros- 
pecting in  the  surrounding  mountain 
ranges  in  the  60's  and  70's.  The  first 
permanent  white  settler  was  J.  O. 
Pinkham,  who  erected  a  log  house  on 
Pinkham  creek  toward  the  north 
boundary  of  the  county  in  1874.  The 
town  of  Pinkhampton,  named  in  honor 
of  this  pioneer  settler,  is  located  near 
the  site  of  the  first  log  cabin.  The 
county  was  organized  in  1909  from  a 
part  of  Larimer  county  and  named  in 
honor  of  President  Andrew  Jackson. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  surface  of 
North  park,  which  comprises  more 
than  half  the  area  of  the  county,  is 
level  or  slightly  rolling,  traversed  by 
numerous  streams,  tributaries  of  the 
North  Platte,  which  have  their  sources 
in  the  surrounding  mountains.  The 
soil  is  principally  a  sandy  loam  or  an 
alluvial  loam  of  wonderful  richness. 
Although  the  seasons  are  compara- 
Mvely  short,  because  of  the  high   alti- 


tude, this  mountain  valley  is  wonder- 
fully productive  and  is  one  of  the  best 
natural  hay  sections  in  '  Colorado. 
There  is  no  detailed  soil  survey  avail- 
able. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  1,013,  the  county  at  that  time 
being  the  most  sparsely  settled 
district  in  Colorado,  with  the  single 
exception  of  Dolores  county.  At  the 
present  time  the  population  is  about 
1,200.  In  1910  the  foreign-born  white 
population  was  12.6  per  cent  of  the 
total.  The  principal  foreign  national- 
ities are  Swedish,  English  and  Cana- 
dian. The  population  is  entirely  rural, 
there  being  no  town  of  more  than  500 
inhabitants  in  the  county. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
North  Platte  river  has  its  source  in 
this  county,  and  is  fed  by  a  large 
number  of  small  streams,  rising  near 
the  snow-capped  peaks  of  the  sur- 
rounding mountain  ranges  and  flowing 
into  the  North  Platte  river  from  the 
south,  east  and  west.  These  streams 
all  carry  a  good  supply  of  water  the 
year  round,  there  being  perhaps  no 
county  in  Colorado  where  the  water 
supply  for  all  necessary  purposes  is 
more  abundant.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  in  some  sections  is  obtained 
from  wells  and  is  reached  at  depths 
varying  from  10  feet  to  60  feet. 

Industries — Stockraising,  with  some 
general  farming,  including  dairying,  is 
the  principal  industry.  North  park, 
because  of  its  abundant  supply  of  nat- 
ural grasses,  is  one  of  the  best  stock- 
raising  districts  in  the  state.  Coal 
mining  is  followed  to  a  limited  extent. 
There  has  been  some  metal  mining  in 
the  county,  but  most  of  the  mines  have 
been  abandoned  because  of  their  re- 
moteness from  railroads.  Lumbering 
has  been  followed  rather  extensively 
in  the  past. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  nat- 
ural hay,  timothy,  alsike,  alfalfa,  small 
grains,  potatoes,  garden  vegetables 
and  root  crops,  grown  principally  for 
stock  feed. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  copper,  coal,  gold,  sil- 
ver and  building  stone. 

Timber — Heavy  timber  is  abundant 
in  the  mountains  surrounding  the  val- 
ley, being  principally  yellow  pine  and 
white  and  yellow  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  214,945  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  201/^ 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
66,039    acres    is    classed    as    irrigated 
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land,  138,806  acres  as  grazing  land, 
5,195  acres  as  timber  land  and  the 
remainder  as  coal  and  other  mineral 
land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and  town 
and  city  lots.  The  irrigated  area  is 
largely  natural  hay  land  and  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  the  grazing  land  is 
also  valuable  for  its  native  hay.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  important  natural 
hay  producing  counties  in  the  state. 
On  January  1,  1919,  there  was  47,349 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  including  a  considerable 
amount  of  good  native  hay  land,  which 
may  be  purchased  from  the  state  land 
board  at  reasonable  prices  and  on  fa- 
vorable terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there 
was  239,030  acres  of  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry,  including 
some  good  native  hay  land.  The  na- 
tional forest  area  is  396,467  acres.  Ir- 
rigated land  here  sells  at  from  $30  to 
$75  an  acre.  Nonirrigated  land,  suit- 
able principally  for  grazing  purposes, 
brings  from  $5  to  $10  an  acre. 

Transportation  —  The  Colorado, 
Wyoming  &  Eastern  railroad  runs 
south  and  west  from  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad  at  Laramie,  Wyoming,  into ' 
this  county  by  way  of  Walden  to  its 
southern  terminus  at  the  coal  camp 
of  Coalmont.  This  is  the  only  railroad 
in  the   county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  that  leaving  the  Vernal  road 
at  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Grand  county, 
running  north  through  North  park  by 
way  of  Walden  to  Laramie,  Wyoming, 
with  a  branch  to  Rawlins,  Wyoming. 
Another  road  runs  east  from  this  road 
at  Walden  to  a  junction  with  the  Ver- 
nal highway  at  Steamboat  Springs. 
Numerous  county  roads  in  the  park 
are  in  general  ample  to  care  for  the 
marketing  of  crops  and  livestock. 

Educational — There  are  10  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  13 
teachers.  The  school  at  Walden  has 
in  the  past  given  a  full  four-year  high- 
school  course  and  that  at  Cowdrey  has 
given  one  year  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here  Is  very  similar  to  that  of  Middle 
park  and  South  park.  The  summers 
are  short  and  warm  and  the  winters, 
although  long,  are  not  nearly  so  se- 
vere as  might  be  expected  at  this  alti- 
tude. The  valley  here  is  protected 
from  cold  winds  by  high  mountain 
ranges  on  three  sides.  The  rainfall  is 
extremely  varied.  In  the  central  part 
of  the  park,  about  the  town  of  Wal- 
den, is  a  narrow  belt  having  an  aver- 


age annual  rainfall  of  about  10  inches, 
or  less.  Surrounding  this  is  a  larger 
belt  having  a  rainfall  varying  from  10 
to  15  inches.  The  mountainous  dis- 
tricts in  the  eastern  and  western  parts 
have  a  rainfall  varying  from  15  to  25 
inches.  The  snowfall  in  the  moun- 
tainous sections  is  extremely  heavy 
and  furnishes  the  water  supply  for  a 
considerable  amount  of  land,  both  in 
Colorado  and  Wyoming. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  are  no 
better  fishing  and  hunting  districts  in 
Colorado  than  those  of  North  park. 
The  numerous  streams  here  are  well 
stocked  with  trout  and  are  not  fished 
out  early  in  the  season  as  they  are  in 
many  other  sections  of  the  state.  Hunt- 
ers from  all  parts  of  the  country  have 
visited  the  park  in  search  of  big  game. 
During  the  early  history  of  Colorado 
this  park  was  known  as  the  "Buffalo 
Pasture"  because  of  the  large  herds 
of  bison  that  formerly  grazed  here. 
Surrounded  as  it  is  by  snow-capped 
mountain  peaks  on  three  sides,  there 
is  no  more  picturesque  mountain  val- 
ley in  the  west  than  North  park.  It 
has  not  been  visited  by  nearly  so 
many  tourists  as  its  scenic  attrac- 
tions would  justify  because  of  lack 
of  adequate  transportation  facilities. 
The  further  improvement  of  automo- 
bile highways  leading  into  this  county 
should  make  it  one  of  the  most  popular 
resorts  of  the  state. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Walden,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  lo- 
cated near  the  center  of  North  park, 
on  the  Colorado,  Wyoming  &  Eastern 
railroad.  It  is  the  principal  trading 
center  for  a  large  agricultural  and 
stockgrowing  district.  Other  towns 
are  Coalmont,  Rand,  Cowdrey,  Pink- 
hampton,  Northgate  and  Hebron. 

Special  Opportunities  —  The  prin- 
cipal opportunities  offered  here  are 
perhaps  along  the  line  of  agricultural 
development.  This  county,  perhaps, 
would  support  three  times  as  large  an 
agricultural  population  as  it  has  at 
present.  Its  lack  of  development  has 
been  due  largely  to  inadequate  trans- 
portation facilities.  The  only  railway 
outlet  is  into  Wyoming.  It  can  be 
reached  by  automobile  from  Denver 
by  crossing  one  mountain  range,  over 
roads  not  yet  well  improved,  though 
they  are  usually  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. There  are  extensive  deposits  of 
coal  in  the  county,  but  their  develop- 
ment has  been  retarded  by  lack  of 
transportation.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  mineral  deposits  which  are  found 
in  the  surrounding  mountain  ranges. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Jefferson 
county  lies  in  the  north-central  part 
of  the  state,  the  city  of  Denver  form- 
ing a  part  of  the  eastern  boundary. 
It  is  an  irregular  triangle,  with  an 
extreme  length  of  72  miles,  north  and 
south,  the  width  being  about  20 
miles  at  the  north  boundary  and  de- 
creasing to  a  little  more  than  one 
mile  in  the  extreme  south.  Its  area 
is  536,320  acres,  or  about  146,000  acres 
less  than  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island.  Its  surface  is  principally 
mountainous,  with  some  level  or  roll- 
ing valley  land  along  the  courses  of  the 
various  streams.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  5,300  feet,  in  the  east,  to 
nearly  10,000  feet  in  the  extreme  west. 

Early  History — The  early  history  of 
this  county  is  closely  linked  with  that 
of  the  city  of  Denver.  The  first  set- 
tlements within  the  present  limits  of 
the  county  were  made  by  gold  seekers 
about  the  time  the  foundations  of  the 
city  of  Denver  were  being  laid,  in 
1859.  Green  Russell  and  his  party  of 
gold  seekers  prospected  the  sands  of 
Clear  creek  through  this  county  for 
placer  gold,  in  1858,  and  made  a  few 
discoveries.  The  city  of  Golden  was 
founded  in  1859  and  was  first  called 
Golden  City.  For  a  number  of  years 
it  rivaled  Denver  for  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  city  in  the  state.  It 
was  made  the  capital  of  Colorado  ter- 
ritory in  1862  and  retained  the  honor 
until  1867,  when  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  transferred  to  Denver.  The 
Colorado  School  of  Mines  was  opened 
here  in  1874.  Jefferson  county  was 
one  of  the  original  17  counties  in  Colo- 
rado and  was  named  in  honor  of 
Thomas  Jefferson.  The  territory  itself 
was  first  called  Jefferson,  but  the 
name  was  afterwards  changed  to  Colo- 
rado in  honor  of  the  great  river  of 
that  name  whose  headwaters  are  in 
the  Rocky  mountains.  A  part  of  the 
county  was  taken  to  form  Park  county 
in  1908. 

Surface  and  Soil  —  The  agricultural 
land  is  found  principally  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Platte  river  and  tributary 
streams  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  near  the  city  of  Denver,  and 
some  of  the  most  productive  irrigated 
farming  land  in  Colorado  is  included 
in  this  area.  The  soil  is  principally  an 
alluvial  or  sandy  loam,  usually  dark 
or  black  in  color,  very  fertile  and 
easily  cultivated.  There  are  nu- 
merous small  mountain  park  areas 
suitable  for  cultivation  that  are  being 
farmed  with  marked  success.  The 
western    and    southern    parts    of    the 


county  are  principally  mountainous, 
with  little  agricultural  land.  No  soil 
survey  of  the  county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  Jef- 
ferson county  has  increased  steadily 
and  rapidly.  In  1880  it  was  6,004;  ten 
years  later  it  had  increased  to  8,450, 
and  in  1900  was  9,306;  in  1910  it  was 
14,231.  The  present  population  is  in 
the  neighborhood  of  18,000.  In  1910 
the  foreign-born  population  was  17.4 
per  cent  of  the  total,  the  principal 
foreign  nationalities  then  being  Ger- 
man, English  and  Swedish. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply  —  The 
county  lies  wholly  in  the  South  Platte 
watershed.  The  South  Platte  river 
flows  across  the  south  end  and  for 
several  miles  along  the  eastern  bound- 
ary. The  principal  tributaries  in  the 
county  are  Clear  creek.  Bear  creek, 
Turkey  creek  and  Dry  creek.  Most 
of  these  streams  carry  a  good  supply 
of  water  the  year  round  and  water  for 
irrigation  of  land  in  the  county  is  ob- 
tained from  them  principally  by  direct 
flow.  In  some  parts  of  the  eastern 
section  of  the  county  domestic  water 
is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  reached 
at  depths  varying  from  15  feet  to  100 
feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  dairying, 
market  gardening,  bee  keeping,  coal 
mining  and  manufacturing.  There  has 
been  some  metal  mining  in  the  county, 
but  comparatively  little  metal  is  being 
produced  here  at  the  present  time. 
The  principal  manufacturing  indus- 
tries are  located  at  Golden  and  in  the 
towns  near  the  city  limits  of  Denver. 
The  most  important  pottery  works  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  west  are  located 
at  Golden,  manufacturing  a  wide 
variety  of  earthenware  articles,  fire 
clay  retorts,  baking  utensils,  table 
china,  laboratory  utensils  and  similar 
goods.  These  are  made  principally 
from  clays  obtained  in  and  about  the 
city  of  Golden,  where  some  of  the  best 
clay  deposits  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
west  are  to  be  found.  There  is  also 
a  large  malted  milk  plant  located  here. 
Farming  and  market  gardening  are 
carried  on  principally  in  the  Clear 
Creek  valley,  west  of  Denver.  There 
is  a  large  amount  of  good  grazing  land 
in  the  national  forest  in  this  county 
and  immediately  west,  and  stockrais- 
ers  here  keep  large  numbers  of  cattle 
which  are  grazed  during  the  summer 
months  in  the  national  forest  pastures 
and  fattened  for  market  on  the  feed 
crops  raised  on  the  lower  valley  land. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  including  much 
native   hay;    wheat,   oats,   rye,   barley, 
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corn,  potatoes,  sugar  beets,  pinto 
beans,  some  forage  crops,  garden  veg- 
etables, apples,  cherries,  and  other 
hardy  tree  fruits,  and  some  small 
fruits  are  raised. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  good 
timber  in  the  western  and  southern 
parts  of  the  county,  principally  pine, 
cedar  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  327,186  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  61  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount  40,840  acres  is  classed 
as  irrigated  land,  34,200  acres  as  non- 
irrigated  farm  land,  240,217  acres  as 
grazing  land  and  the  remainder  as  coal 
and  mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  The  irri- 
gated land  includes  some  orchards  and 
a  considerable  amount  of  natural  hay 
land.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
18,219  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  including  some 
good  farming  land.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  9,380  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  prin- 
cipally small  isolated  tracts  of  little 
economic  value.  The  national  forest 
area  is  77,179  acres.  Irrigated  land 
here  sells  at  from  $75  to  $800'  an  acre, 
the  higher  priced  land  being  located 
near  the  city  of  Denver  and  utilized 
for  market  garden  purposes.  Non- 
irrigated  land  sells  at  from  $20  to  $50 
an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Clear  creek 
branch  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  passes  across  the  county  by 
way  of  Golden.  The  Platte  canon 
branch  of  the  same  road  follows  the 
course  of  the  Platte  river  along  the 
western  boundary  of  the  county  to 
the  town  of  South  Platte,  whence  it 
runs  west  across  the  county  into  Park 
county.  Another  branch  of  this  road 
runs  through  the  extreme  northeast- 
ern corner  of  the  county  from  Denver 
to  Boulder.  The  Denver  &  Salt  Lake 
railroad  also  runs  through  the  north- 
eastern corner.  A  branch  of  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  runs  west 
from  the  main  line  at  Englewood  to 
Morrison. 

Highways — The  state  highway  lead- 
ing from  Denver  through  South  park 
to  a  connection  with  the  Midland  Trail 
at  Buena  Vista,  runs  southwest 
through  this  county  by  way  of  Mor- 
rison. The  state  highway  which 
crosses  the  Continental  divide  at  Berth- 
oud  pass  and  runs  through  Middle  park 
to  Steamboat  Springs  and  Craig 
passes  west  through  this  county  by 
way  of  Golden.  This  is  the  famous 
Lookout   Mountain    road,    which   trav- 


erses Denver  mountain  park.s,  and  t^ARi 

perhaps    the    most    heavUy    traveled 
tourist  road  in  Colorado,     it  was  built       "" 
by  the   city   of   Denver,   t%e  tiat^ftof 
Colorado  and  Jefferson  county,  and  is  '^ 

one  of  the  best  constructed  and  most 
picturesque  mountain  highways  in  the 
United  States.  There  are  numerous 
other  secondary  state  highways  and 
county  roads  in  all  parts  of  the  county, 
usually  well  improved  and  maintained. 
Few  counties  in  the  state  have  better 
road  systems  than  Jefferson  county. 

Educational — There  are  56  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  116 
teachers.  There  are  highschools  at 
Golden,  Wheatridge  and  Arvada,  eacli 
offering  a  full  four-year  highschool 
course.  The  Colorado  School  of  Mines, 
located  at  Golden,  has  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  equipping  young  men 
to  direct  the  development  of  mining 
industry  in  the  west.  The  state  in- 
dustrial school  for  boys  is  likewise 
located  here.  The  state  industrial 
school  for  girls  is  at  Morrison  and  the 
state  home  and  training  school  for 
mental  defectives  is  at  Ridge. 

Climatological  Data — Jefferson 
county  has  the  same  delightful  climate 
peculiar  to  the  entire  foothill  district 
of  eastern  Colorado.  Extremes  of 
heat  and  cold  are  rare.  In  the  sum- 
mers the  temperature  in  the  day  time 
is  seldom  above  90  degrees  and  the 
nights  are  always  cool.  In  the  winter, 
periods  of  zero  weather  or  colder  oc- 
cur frequently,  but  they  seldom  last 
more  than  a  few  days.  The  rainfall 
varies  from  15  to  20  inches,  being 
heaviest  in  the  extreme  northeastern 
part. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  Perhaps  the 
most  popular  tourist  attraction  in  this 
county  is  Denver's  mountain  parks, 
which  are  located  in  picturesque  foot- 
hill districts  west  of  Golden  and  Mor- 
rison and  are  reached  by  highly  im- 
proved automobile  roads.  These  parks 
have  been  acquired  by  the  city  of 
Denver  under  special  constitutional 
authority  and  are  improved  and  main- 
tained by  the  city,  though  the  most 
remote  of  them  is  nearly  30  miles 
from  the  city  limits.  The  highways 
leading  to  and  through  these  parks 
have  been  constructed  with  funds  fur- 
nished by  the  city  of  Denver,  the  state 
of  Colorado  and  Jefferson  county,  and 
are  maintained  principally  by  Jeffer- 
son county  and  the  city  of  Denver. 
During  the  summer  season  the  auto- 
mobile travel  over  these  highways 
is  perhaps  heavier  than  over  any 
similar  length  of  highway  routes  in 
Colorado. 
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Cities  and  Towns  —  Golden,  the 
countyseat,  is  situated  on  the  Colorado 
&  Southern  railroad,  in  the  north-cen- 
tral part  of  the  county.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  foothill  cities  in 
the  state  and  is  especially  famous  for 
its  delightful  climate.  Morrison,  a  few 
miles  south  of  Golden,  is  the  gateway 
to  a  picturesque  foothill  territory,  es- 
pecially famous  for  its  fantastic  rock 
formations,  one  of  the  best  known  of 
which  is  the  Park  of  the  Red  Rocks. 
Arvada,  near  the  city  limits  of  Denver, 
is  an  important  residence  and  manu- 
facturing town.  Other  towns  are 
Edgewater,  Wheatridge,  Mountainview 
and  Ralston,  all  near  the  city  of  Den- 
ver; Leyden,  a  principal  coal  mining 
camp,  in  the  northern  part;  and  Buf- 
falo, Pine  Grove  and  South  Platte, 
tourist  resorts  on  the  South  Platte 
river. 

Special  Opportunities  —  There  is 
comparatively  little  agricultural  land 
in  this  county  that  is  not  being  well 
utilized.  The  forest  range  is  also 
being  pastured  almost  to  its  full  ca- 
pacity. There  are  extensive  beds  of 
valuable  building  stone  that  offer  en- 
couraging opportunities  for  develop- 
ment. The  clay  deposits  are  very  ex- 
tensive and  are  equal  to  the  best  to  be 
found  in  Colorado.  The  mineral  de- 
posits so  far  discovered  are  not  ex- 
tensive, but  there  is  considerable 
mountainous  territory  in  which  valu- 
able minerals  may  yet  be  found. 


KIOWA  COUNTY 

General  Description — Kiowa  county 
is  a  portion  of  the  great  prairie  section 
of  eastern  Colorado  lying  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  state,  just  north 
of  the  Arkansas  river.  The  eastern 
boundary  is  formed  by  the  state  of 
Kansas.  It  is  an  irregular  rectangle, 
78  miles  long,  east  and  west,  and  24 
miles  wide.  The  area  is  1,150,720 
acres,  100,000  acres  less  than  that  of 
the  state  of  Delaware.  The  surface  is 
principally  level  or  rolling  and  the 
altitude  varies  from  3,500  feet  in  the 
east  to  about  4,200  feet  in  the  north- 
west. 

Early  History — Kiowa  county  lies 
north  of  the  main  route  of  early  travel 
to  the  Rocky  Mountain  district.  Groups 
of  hunters  and  trappers  found  their 
way  into  this  territory  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century,  but  hostile 
Indians  were  numerous  here  and  visi- 
tors were  always  unwelcome.  Some 
stockmen  established  ranches  on  the 
open  range  in  the  early  GO's,  where  they 
had  repeated  encounters  with  Indians. 
On  November  29,  18G4,  Colonel  John  M. 


Chivington  led  a  force  of  about  1,000 
mounted  men  against  a  Cheyenne  vil- 
lage under  the  command  of  Black 
Kettle,  on  Big  Sandy  creek,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  A  des- 
perate battle  followed  in  which  nearly 
300  Indians  were  slain.  This  fight  led 
to  a  series  of  Indian  wars  which  made 
residence  in  this  section  of  Colorado 
even  more  unpleasant  than  it  had  been 
before.  The  town  of  Chivington,  named 
in  honor  of  Colonel  Chivington,  is 
located  about  10  miles  south  of  the 
battlefield.  The  settlement  of  this 
section  did  not  begin  until  late  in  the 
80's,  and  in  1900,  one  year  after  the 
county  had  been  created  from  a  part 
of  Bent  county,  the  population  was 
1,243.  The  Missouri  Pacific  railroad 
was  constructed  through  this  county  in 
1887. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
principally  a  rolling  prairie,  with  nu- 
merous small  streams  flowing  south 
across  the  county  to  the  Arkansas 
river.  The  soil  varies  widely  in  dif- 
ferent sections.  It  is  principally  a 
sandy  loam  with  considerable  areas 
of  adobe  and  other  harder  soils  in  some 
sections.  Along  the  Missouri  Pacific 
railroad  and  further  north  farming  has 
been  carried  on  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent and  has  proved  generally  success- 
ful, the  soil  in  this  section  being  prin- 
cipally a  sandy  loam,  yielding  readily 
to  cultivation.  In  the  southern 
part  the  surface  is  somewhat  broken 
and  agricultural  development  has  been 
much  slower.  There  is  comparatively 
little  area  here,  however,  that  is  not 
suitable  for  cultivation.  No  detailed 
soil  survey  of  the  county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  increased  steadily  since 
1900.  Earlier  than  that  it  showed  con- 
siderable fluctuation  as  a  result  of  the 
variety  of  experiences  on  the  part  of 
the  early  inhabitants.  In  1890  it  was 
1,243.  Unfavorable  seasons  during  the 
early  90's  discouraged  many  of  the  new 
settlers,  and  in  1900  it  dropped  to  701. 
A  new  tide  of  immigration  set  in  dur- 
ing the  first  years  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, and  in  1910  the  population  had 
grown  to  2,899,  an  increase  of  213.6  per 
cent  in  10  years.  The  present  popula- 
tion is  about  3,600,  an  increase  of  al)out 
24  per  cent  in  the  past  nine  years. 
In  1910,  the  foreign-born  poi)ulation 
was  5.4  per  cent  of  the  total.  It  is  per- 
haps somewliat  less  today.  Previous 
to  the  war  the  principal  foreign 
nationality  was  German. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
county  lies  in  the  Arkansas  river 
watershed  and  is  drained  by  a  number 
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of  small  streams  flowing  south  from 
their  sources  in  the  counties  further 
north.  The  principal  streams  are 
Rush,  Adobe  and  Big  Sandy  creeks, 
which  have  their  sources  where  the 
rainfall  is  comparatively  light  and 
where  there  is  no  permanent  supply 
of  snow  to  keep  up  the  flow  during  the 
summer.  In  the  south-central  part  of 
the  county  is  perhaps  the  largest  group 
of  irrigation  reservoirs  in  Colorado, 
furnishing  the  water  supply  for  irri- 
gating a  large  amount  of  land  in  north- 
ern Prowers  and  Bent  counties,  and 
small  areas  in  southern  Kiowa  county. 
Water  for  domestic  purposes  is  ob- 
tained principally  from  wells  and  is 
reached  at  depths  varying  from  10  feet 
to  200  feet.  The  flow  of  underground 
water  here  is  comparatively  strong  and 
wells  pumped  by  windmills  or  engines, 
in  some  cases,  furnish  water  for  irri- 
gating small  areas. 

Industries — The  principal  industry 
is  general  farming,  which  here  in- 
cludes dairy  farming  and  stockraising. 
Dairy  farming  has  been  developed 
rapidly  in  the  past  half  dozen  years 
and  promises  an  equally  rapid  develop- 
ment for  the  next  decade. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  milo,  feterita,  kafir 
and  other  forage  crops,  broomcorn, 
potatoes,  small  grain  and  garden  vege- 
tables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  building  sand  and 
building  stone.  Drilling  for  oil  has 
been  begun  in  this  county  and  some 
showings  of  petroleum  have  been  re- 
ported. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
IQW  there  was  853,022  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  74 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  All  of  this, 
with  the  exception  of  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots,  is  classed 
by  the  county  assessor  as  grazing  land, 
though  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
it  is  being  farmed  without  irrigation. 
The  cultivated  area  is  increasing  rap- 
idly each  year.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  77,81.3  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated state  land  in  the  county,  most  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming  purposes 
and  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  at  reasonable  prices 
and  on  favorable  terms.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  3,950  acres  of  govern- 
ment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
principally  small  isolated  tracts  of 
little  practical  value.  There  are  a  few 
small  tracts  of  irrigated  land  in  the 
county  for  which  water  is  supplied 
from  direct  stream  flow,  small  reser- 
voirs   and    wells.      Nonirrigated    land 


sells  here  at  from  $10  to  $50  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Missouri  Pa- 
cific railroad  runs  east  and  west 
through  the  entire  length  of  the 
county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Central  Kansas  Boulevard, 
v/hich  follows  in  general  the  course  of 
the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad  through 
the  county.  A  state  highway  runs 
north  from  Eads  to  Kit  Carson,  on  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  and  another 
runs  north  from  Arlington  to  Hugo, 
Lincoln  county.  Still  another  runs 
south  from  Chivington  to  Lamar,  on 
the  Santa  Fe.  There  are  numerous 
county  roads  fairly  well  improved  and 
in  a  general  way  ample  for  the  move- 
ment of  crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  43  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  64 
teachers.  A  full  four-year  highschool 
course  is  given  in  the  schools  at  Eads 
and  Haswell,  while  three  years  of  high- 
school  work  is  given  at  Chivington, 
two  years  at  Towner  and  Brandon  and 
one  year  at  Arlington.  There  are  cen- 
tralized schools  at  Haswell,  Arlington, 
Eads,  Chivington,  Brandon  and  Tow- 
ner. There  are  no  private  schools  or 
colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  comparatively  mild  and  gen- 
erally favorable  for  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  The  summers  are  long  and 
warm  and  the  winters  are  compara- 
tively short  and  not  subject  to  ex- 
tremely low  temperatures.  There  is 
considerable  wind  during  some  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  but  the  hot  winds 
which  cause  so  much  damage  to  crops 
further  east,  in  Kansas,  do  not  reach 
this  far  west.  The  average  annual 
rainfall  varies  from  12  to  15  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions — Although  this 
county  offers  comparatively  little  in 
the  way  of  natural  scenery,  it  lies  on 
one  of  the  principal  tourist  routes 
from  the  east  to  the  mountains  of 
Colorado.  The  improvement  of  the 
Central  Kansas  Boulevard  through 
this  county  has  increased  tourist 
travel  several  hundred  per  cent  in  the 
past  five  years. 

Cities  and  Towns — The  principal 
cities  are  Eads,  the  countyseat,  located 
near  the  central  part  of  the  county  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad;  Bran- 
don, in  the  eastern  part,  and  Haswell, 
in  the  west. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
direction  of  agricultural  development. 
Perhaps  95  per  cent  of  the  area  of  this 
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county  is  suitable  for  cultivation, 
while  the  report  of  the  county  as- 
sessor shows  that  only  about  three 
per  cent  of  it  is  being  cultivated. 
Forage  crops,  suitable  for  feeding 
dairy  cattle  and  other  livestock,  do 
well  here  almost  every  season,  and 
farmers  who  have  constructed  silos 
for  saving  such  crops  have  been  uni- 
formly successful.  Although  agricul- 
tural development  has  been  surpris- 
ingly rapid  here  in  the  past  10  years, 
indications  point  to  a  much  more  rapid 
development  in  the  coming  decade. 


KIT  CARSON  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Kit  Carson 
county  lies  in  the  great  plains  section 
of  eastern  Colorado,  the  eastern 
boundary  being  formed  by  the  state 
of  Kansas.  It  is  of  rectangular  out- 
line, 60  miles  long,  east  and  west,  and 
36  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  1,381,760 
acres,  or  about  130,000  acres  more 
than  that  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  It 
is  generally  a  level  prairie,  with  an 
altitude  varying  from  4,100  feet  in  the 
east  to  4,700  feet  in  the  west. 

Early  History — This  county  wgis  or- 
ganized in  1889  from  a  part  of  Elbert 
county  and  named  in  honor  of  Chris- 
topher Carson,  a  pioneer  frontiersman 
popularly  known  as  "Kit  Carson."  Its 
early  history  is  very  similar  to  that  of 
other  sections  of  eastern  Colorado, 
many  of  the  gold  seekers  of  1859-60 
crossing  the  territory  now  included  in 
this  county  in  their  rush  for  the  gold 
fields  of  the  Pikes  Peak  region.  They 
considered  this  territory  a  worthless 
desert,  however,  and  made  all  haste  in 
getting  over  it  to  the  mountains  be- 
yond. Its  settlement  did  not  begin 
until  the  late  60's,  when  stockmen  be- 
gan to  establish  ranches  along  the 
sources  of  the  numerous  small 
streams.  For  20  years  cattle  raising 
was  the  principal  industry  here  and 
thousands  of  Texas  long-horns  were 
pastured  on  the  free  government  range. 
In  the  early  80's  homesteaders  began 
to  come  in  in  increased  numbers  and 
farming  was  followed  on  a  limited 
scale.  In  the  early  90's,  after  a  series 
of  failures,  many  of  these  home- 
steaders gave  up  their  claims  and  re- 
turned east.  A  new  period  of  develop- 
ment set  in  early  in  the  present  cen- 
tury and  since  that  time  the  popula- 
tion of  the  county  has  grown  steadily 
and  agricultural  development  has  been 
rapid. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  divide  be- 
tween the  Republican  and  Arkansas 
rivers  crosses  the  extreme  southern 
part     of     the     county.     Most     of     the 


streams  are  tributaries  of  the  Repub- 
lican river.  The  south  fork  of  the  Re- 
publican river  has  its  source  in  Lin- 
coln county  and  flows  northeast  across 
this  county.  There  are  numerous 
small  creeks  tributary  to  this  stream, 
rising  in  Kit  Carson  county  and  flow- 
ing northeast.  The  surface  is  gen- 
erally level  prairie  with  some  val- 
ley lands  along  these  streams.  The 
soil  is  principally  a  chocolate  sandy 
loam  with  clay  subsoil.  There  is  very 
little  adobe  or  gumbo.  It  is  extremely 
fertile,  easy  to  work,  retentive  of 
moisture  and  under  proper  farming 
methods,  produces  excellent  yield. 
There  is  no  detailed  soil  survey  of  this 
county  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  increased  very  rapidly 
since  1900.  At  that  time  there  were 
1,580  people  in  the  county;  in  1910 
there  were  7,483;  the  present  popula- 
tion is  approximately  10,000.  In  1910 
the  foreign-born  population  was  7.4 
per  cent  of  the  total,  the  principal 
foreign  nationalities  being  Russian. 
German  and  English.  The  foreign 
population  is  somewhat  less  today 
than  it  was  in  1910. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

small  streams  here,  tributaries  of  the 
Republican  river,  carry  a  limited  sup- 
ply of  water  during  the  drier  parts  of 
the  summer  and  furnish  no  reliable 
supplies  for  irrigation.  Water  for  do- 
mestic purposes  is  obtained  from  wells 
and  is  reached  at  depths  varying  from 
40  to  180  feet.  There  is  a  strong 
underflow  of  so-called  "sheet  water" 
and  wells  sunk  to  this  are  pumped  by 
windmills  and  engines,  furnishing  a 
considerable  part  of  the  water  for 
livestock  and  in  some  cases  a  limited 
amount  for  irrigation. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying  and  stockrais- 
ing.  General  farming  has  been  de- 
veloped very  rapidly  in  the  past  10 
years  and  dairy  farming  is  steadily 
supplementing  stockraising  as  a  sec- 
ondary industry. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are 
small  grains,  corn,  milo,  kafir,  sudan 
grass  and  similar  forage,  pinto  beans, 
alfalfa  and  garden  vegetables.  Al- 
falfa here,  as  in  other  sections  of 
Colorado,  is  generally  planted  in  rows 
and  cultivated  until  a  good  stand  is 
obtained.  This  crop  is  growing  stead- 
ily in  importance. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  building  sand,  and 
building  stone. 
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Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  1,234,150  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  89  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  200  acres  of  this  is  classed 
as  irrigated  land,  900  acres  as  native 
hay  land,  100,455  acres  as  nonirrigated 
farming  land  and  1,130,129  acres  as 
grazing  land.  The  remainder  is  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
61,932  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  most  of  which  is 
suitable  for  agricultural  purposes  and 
is  for  sale  by  the  state  through  the 
state  land  board  on  very  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
4,892  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  consisting  of  small 
isolated  tracts  not  so  large  as  a  regula- 
tion homestead  and  of  little  practical 
value.  The  amount  of  irrigated  land 
in  the  county  is  very  small  and  the 
prices  range  from  $50  to  $100  an  acre. 
Nonirrigated  land  sells  at  from  $25 
to  $75  an  acre. 

Transportation  —  The  Rock  Island 
railroad  runs  across  the  central  part 
of  the  county  by  way  of  Burlington. 
Bethune,  Stratton,  Vona,  Seibert  and 
Flagler. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean  to 
Ocean  route,  which  follows  in  general 
the  course  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad 
across  the  county.  This  is  one  of  the 
principal  automobile  routes  from  the 
east  into  Colorado.  Numerous  sec- 
ondary state  highways  and  county 
roads  are  generally  well  improved  and 
sufficient  for  the  transportation  of 
crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  97  i)ubllc 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  120 
teachers.  The  highschools  at  Seibert, 
Flagler,  Burlington,  Stratton  and  Vona 
each  offer  a  full  four-year  highschool 
course,  while  the  first  and  second  cen- 
tralized rural  schools  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  each  offer  two  years 
ot  highschool  work.  There  is  a  con- 
solidated school  at  Burlington.  There 
are  no  private  schools  or  colleges  in 
the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
very  similar  to  that  of  other  sections 
of  eastern  Colorado.  The  summers 
are  long  and  favorable  for  general 
farming  and  stockraising;  the  winters 
are  comparatively  short  and  mild. 
The  county  lies  in  what  is  known  as 
the  rain  belt  of  eastern  Colorado,  the 
average  annual  rainfall  varying  from 
15  to  20  inches.  The  average  at  Bur- 
lington, in    the    eastern    part    of    the 


county,  has  been  18,71  inches  for  a 
period  of  20'  years.  It  is  somewhat 
higher  in  the  east  than  in  the  west. 
Most  of  it  comes  between  April  1  and 
October  1. 

Tourist  Attractions — A  large  per- 
centage of  the  automobile  tourists 
from  the  east  to  Colorado  pass  through 
this  county  over  the  Pikes  Peak  high- 
way, this  being  one  of  the  best  auto- 
mobile roads  into  Colorado.  Although 
there  is  comparatively  little  natural 
scenery  here  of  interest  to  tourists, 
the  county  derives  considerable  bene- 
fit  from   automobile   travel    this    way. 

Cities  and  Towns — Burlington,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  on  the  Rock 
Island  railroad  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county.  It  is  the  center  of  a  pros- 
perous agricultural,  stockraising  and 
dairying  section  and  is  growing  rap- 
idly. Other  important  towns  are  Strat- 
ton, Vona,  Seibert  and  Flagler,  all  lo- 
cated on  the  Rock  Island  railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is 
more  than  a  half  million  acres  of  good 
agricultural  land  in  this  county  that 
has  never  been  broken.  Perhaps  95 
per  cent  of  the  area  of  the  county 
could  be  cultivated  profitably.  The 
uniform  success  that  has  attended  ag- 
ricultural operations  properly  con- 
ducted here  in  the  past  half  dozen 
years  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  suc- 
cess that  will  follow  the  development 
of  the  unbroken  areas.  The  towns 
are  all  growing  steadily  and  as  the  ag- 
ricultural territory  is  broken  and  de- 
veloped there  will  be  excellent  busi- 
ness, professional  and  small  manufac- 
turing openings  throughout  the  county. 


LAKE   COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Lake  county 
is  an  extremely  rugged,  mountainous 
area  situate  near  the  center  of  the 
state  at  the  very  crest  of  the  main 
range  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  It  is 
comparatively  insignificant  in  size,  but 
is  famous  the  world  over  as  one  of 
the  richest  known  mineral  producing 
districts.  It  is  of  an  irregular  rect- 
angular shape,  24  miles  long,  north 
and  south,  and  about  22  miles  wide 
at  its  southern  boundary.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Park 
range  and  on  the  west  by  the  Sa- 
guache range,  which  here  forms  the 
Continental  divide.  Its  area  is  237,440 
acres,  or  a  little  more  than  one-third 
that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
surface  is  nearly  all  mountainous. 
The  altitude  ranges  from  about  8,935 
feet,  at  the  point  where  the  Arkansas 
river  crosses  the  south  boundary,  to 
14,402   at   the   summits   of  Mt.   Elbert 
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and  Mt.  Massive,  the  highest  points  in 
Colorado. 

Early  History — Lake  county  is  one 
of  the  pioneer  mining  districts  in  the 
state.  In  the  latter  part  of  1859  gold 
hunters  found  their  way  across  the 
Park  range  and  discovered  placer  gold 
in  California  gulch,  at  the  foot  of  Mt. 
Massive.  The  severe  winter  drove 
them  away  before  they  had  recovered 
much  of  the  yellow  metal,  but  early 
the  next  spring  another  party  of  pros- 
pectors entered  the  same  region  and 
soon  began  to  pan  out  rich  gold  sand. 
A  new  mining  district  was  organized 
and  a  camp  was  built  and  christened 
Oro  City.  Within  a  year  it  was  the 
most  popular  spot  in  Colorado,  the 
gulch  then  having  a  population  of 
about  5,000.  In  a  few  years  more 
than  $5,000,000  in  placer  gold  was 
taken  from  the  narrow  ravine  about 
seven  miles  in  length.  Lake  county 
was  organized  that  year  as  one  of  the 
original  17  counties  of  Colorado,  being 
at  that  time  much  larger  than  it  is 
at  present.  The  placer  gold  deposits 
in  California  gulch  soon  began  to  play 
out  and  the  fortune  hunters  drifted 
away  into  other  fields,  leaving  Oro 
City  almost  completely  deserted.  In 
1874  William  H.  Stevens  went  into 
that  district  and  began  operating 
sluices  to  recover  gold  that  had  been 
passed  by  as  a  result  of  the  crude 
methods  employed  by  the  early  gold 
hunters.  He  obtained  some  gold  for 
his  pains,  but  his  investigations  led 
to  the  discovery  of  large  masses  of 
carbonate  of  lead  carrying  rich  silver 
values.  Further  exploration  revealed 
vast  ore  deposits  on  the  slopes  of  the 
Mosquito  range.  In  1876  he  was 
joined  by  other  prospectors  and  the 
period  of  real  lode  mining  in  Lake 
county  began.  Oro  City  was  aban- 
doned and  a  new  camp  was  estab- 
lished further  north,  popularly  known 
as  the  Cloud  City,  its  altitude  being 
10,190  feet  above  sea  level.  In  1877  it 
was  only  a  cluster  of  shanties  and 
rude  cabins.  The  big  rush  began  in 
the  spring  of  1878,  and  the  town  soon 
had  a  population  of  15.000.  It  was 
named  Leadville,  from  the  large  de- 
posits of  silver-lead  ores  which  were 
being  worked  at  this  time.  The  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  was  com- 
pleted to  Leadville  in  I818O.  In  the 
years  following  the  Leadville  district 
was  the  most  important  silver  produc- 
ing area  in  the  world. 

Surface  and  Soil- — The  Arkansas 
river  has  its  source  in  this  county  and 
the  only  agricultural  land  is  that 
found  in  the  upper  valley  of  this 
stream.     It   lies,  however,   at  an   alti- 


tude of  above  8,000  feet  and  agricul- 
ture is,  of  course,  carried  on  to  a  very 
limited  degree.  The  soil  is  very  fer- 
tile and  good  crops  of  mountain  hay, 
potatoes  and  various  garden  vege- 
tables are  produced  in  a  very  re- 
stricted area.  The  remainder  of  the 
county  is  extremely  rugged  and  moun- 
tainous, containing  the  two  highest 
peaks  in  Colorado,  the  summits  of  Mt. 
Elbert  and  Mt.  Massive.  No  soil  sur- 
vey of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  Lake 
county  has  shown  great  variations. 
In  1880  it  was  23,563,  the  county  at 
that  time  including  a  much  larger  area 
than  it  does  at  the  present.  In  1890 
it  was  14,663,  and  in  1900  it  was  18,054. 
In  1910  the  county  had  been  reduced 
to  its  present  limits  and  the  popula- 
tion was  10,600.  There  has  been  a 
considerable  decrease  in  population  in 
the  Leadville  district  at  this  time,  due 
to  a  sharp  falling  off  in  mining  ac- 
tivities. The  present  population  is 
about  8,000.  In  1910  the  foreign-born 
white  population  was  35.2  per  cent  of 
the  total,  this  being  the  largest  per- 
centage of  foreign-born  population 
shown  in  any  county  in  the  state  ex- 
cept San  Juan.  The  foreigners  were 
principally  metal  miners.  Previous  to 
the  war  the  principal  foreign  nation- 
alities were  Austrian,  Irish,  Swedish, 
English,  Canadian  and  German.  This 
population  is  largely  confined  to  the 
city  of  Leadville,  which  had  a  popula- 
tion of  7,508  in  1910,  and  at  the  present 
time  has  about  6,900. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

headwaters  of  the  Arkansas  river  are 
in  this  county,  and  this  stream,  with 
numerous  small  tributaries,  supplies 
the  drainage  and  abundant  water  for 
all  necessary  purposes.  These  streams 
have  their  sources  in  regions  of  high 
precipitation  and  much  of  the  water 
for  irrigation  of  the  lands  in  the  Ar- 
kansas valley  further  south  and  east 
has  its  origin  here. 

Industries — Metal  mining  is  the 
principal  industry.  It  has  been  fol- 
lowed here  for  nearly  60  years  and 
the  Leadville  district  is  today  the 
principal  metal  producing  district  in 
Colorado.  There  is  some  farming  and 
stockraising  in  the  ujiper  Arkansas 
valley.  Lumbering  is  carried  on  to  a 
limited  extent,  principally  to  supply 
local  demands. 

Mineral  Resources— The  known  min- 
erals are  alunite,  bismuth,  clays,  cop- 
per, cadmium  (greenockite),  gold,  iron, 
lead,  manganese,  silver,  zinc,  topaz, 
granite,  sandstone  and  other  building 
stone. 
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Timber — Heavy  timber  is  rather 
abundant  along  the  slopes,  principally 
pine,  spruce  and  aspen. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  69,185  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
about  29  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  25,459  acres  of  this  is  classed 
as  grazing  land,  39,050  acres  is  non- 
producing  mineral  land  and  the  re- 
mainder is  producing  mineral  land, 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there 
was  2,297  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  most  of  which  is  of 
comparatively  little  value  except  for 
possible  minerals  it  contains.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  8,382  acres  of 
government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  principally  hilly  and  mountain- 
ous territory  of  little  value  except 
for  minerals.  The  national  forest  area 
is  159,624  acres.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  mineral  producing 
counties  in  the  state  and  homestead 
land  and  national  forest  area  are  open 
to  prospecting  and  patent  under  the 
mineral  land  laws. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad 
runs  north  and  south  through  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  by  way  of 
Leadville,  crossing  the  main  range  at 
Tennessee  pass,  near  the  northern 
boundary.  The  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road runs  north  along  the  Arkansas 
river  to  Leadville  and  west  to  Hager- 
man's  pass,  on  the  western  boundary, 
where  it  crosses  the  Continental  di- 
vide. A  branch  of  the  Colorado  & 
Southern  railroad  also  enters  Lead- 
ville and  extends  north  and  east  to 
Breckenridge,  in  Summit  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Midland  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  course  of  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  through  the 
county.  Numerous  other  state  and 
county  highways  and  mountain  trails 
extend  into  the  various  mountain  dis- 
tricts. 

Educational — There  are  20  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  57 
teachers.  The  school  at  Leadville 
offers  a  full  four-year  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  rainfall 
here  is  extremely  varied.  In  the  upper 
Arkansas  valley,  from  Leadville  south 
to  the  county  line,  it  ranges  from  13 
to  15  inches  annually.  A  narrow  belt 
surrounding  this  area  has  an  average 
annual  rainfall  of  from  15  to  20  inches. 


The  mountainous  areas  in  the  north 
and  west  have  an  annual  precipitation 
varying  from  20  to  35  inches.  The 
climate  is  somewhat  severe.  The  sum- 
mers are  short  and  warm  and  the 
winters  are  long,  with  extremely 
heavy  snowfall  in  the  high  altitudes. 

Tourist  Attractions — Many  features 
have  combined  to  make  Leadville  a 
famous  stopping  point  for  tourists 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Its  loca- 
tion is  extremely  picturesque,  being 
near  the  foot  of  Mt.  Massive,  one  of 
the  two  highest  points  in  Colorado. 
It  is  also  one  of  the  highest  cities  in 
the  world,  lying  at  an  altitude  of  above 
10,000  feet.  The  fact  that  some  of 
the  richest  metal  mines  in  the  world 
are  located  here  also  makes  it  a  point 
of  keen  interest  to  travelers.  The  sur- 
rounding territory  is  exceptionally  rich 
in  rugged  mountain  scenery,  and  the 
completion  of  the  Midland  Trail 
through  this  territory  has  greatly  in- 
creased tourist  travel.  Another  state 
highway  running  west  from  the  Mid- 
land Trail  across  the  south  end  of  the 
county  to  Aapen,  in  Pitkin  county,  also 
opens  up  a  very  attractive  mountain 
region. 

Cities  and  Towns — Leadville,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  city,  is  lo- 
cated near  the  central  part  of  the 
county,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad,  the  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road and  the  Colorado  &  Southern  rail- 
road. It  has  large  smelters  which 
give  employment  to  a  considerable 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  rich- 
est metal  mines  of  the  county  are  lo- 
cated within  the  city  limits  or  imme- 
diately surrounding  them.  Other  towns 
are  Arkansas  Junction,  Waco  and 
Snowden,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad,  and  Twin  Lakes,  a  mining 
camp  in  the  southwestern  part. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  mining  development.  Although 
mining  has  been  carried  on  here  for 
nearly  60  years,  rich  metal  values  are 
still  being  opened  up  at  great  depth, 
and  considerable  areas,  presumably 
carrying  good  metal  values,  have  not 
yet  been  worked.  All  of  the  home- 
stead land  and  national  forest  area 
within  the  county  is  open  to  prospect- 
ing and  patent  under  the  mineral  land 
laws,  and  most  of  it  is  highly  min- 
eralized. 


LA  PLATA  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  La  Plata 
county  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  state  and  includes  a  considerable 
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portion  of  the  agricultural  territory 
popularly  known  as  the  San  Juan 
basin.  Its  southern  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  state  of  New  Mexico. 
It  has  a  truncated  triangular  shape, 
with  an  extreme  length  of  about  40 
miles,  north  and  south,  and  an  extreme 
width  of  38  miles  near  the  southern 
end.  Its  area  is  1,184,640  acres,  or 
about  73,000  acres  less  than  that  of  the 
state  of  Delaware.  In  the  south  the 
surface  is  divided  into  level  tablelands, 
interspersed  with  small  timbered  hills, 
rising  very  rapidly  into  a  rugged, 
mountainous  region  in  the  north.  The 
altitude  ranges  from  about  5,900  feet 
at  the  southern  boundary  to  more  than 
14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of 
the  peaks  in  the  north. 

Early  History — Early  Spanish  ex- 
plorers probably  followed  the  course 
of  the  San  Juan  and  tributary  streams 
into  this  territory,  but  no  authentic 
account  of  such  explorations  is  avail- 
able. In  1860  a  party  of  gold  hunters 
under  the  leadership  of  a  man  named 
Baker  entered  what  is  now  La  Plata 
county.  They  discovered  no  gold  and 
made  no  settlement,  hostile  Indians 
and  hunger  being  the  influences  which 
forced  them  to  cut  their  visit  short. 
Another  party  of  prospectors  entered 
this  region  in  1870  and  returned  the 
following  year,  finding  placer  and  lode 
gold  deposits  in  the  La  Plata  moun- 
tains. A  treaty  was  made  with  the 
Indians  in  1873  and  the  following  year 
hundreds  of  settlers  entered  the  Ani- 
mas valley  and  the  surrounding  moun- 
tains. The  county  was  organized  in 
1874,  then  comprising  a  territory 
nearly  four  times  as  large  as  the  pres- 
ent county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  ex- 
tremely irregular.  In  the  south  it  is 
crossed  by  numerous  narrow  valleys 
of  streams  flowing  to  the  San  Juan 
river,  most  of  which  contain  consid- 
erable good  agricultural  land.  Be- 
tween these  valleys  there  are  nu- 
merous broad  mesas,  most  of  which 
also  have  considerable  splendid  farm- 
ing area.  Further  north  the  surface 
becomes  mountainous,  with  the  La 
Platas  on  the  west  and  spurs  of  the 
San  Juans  on  the  north.  The  soil  in 
the  southern  part  is  a  deep  sandy 
loam,  usually,  with  a  wide  variety  of 
color  and  texture,  well  adapted  for  the 
growing  of  any  general  crops  raised 
in  this  latitude,  as  well  as  for  most 
tree  fruits  grown  in  Colorado.  No  de- 
tailed soil  survey  is  available. 

Population — The  poi)ulation  in  1910 
was  10,812  and  at  the  beginning  of 
1919  was  estimated  at  14.900.  Durango 
is   the   only    city   having   a    population 


in  excess  of  2,500,  its  population  being 
4,686  in  1910,  and  estimated  at  this 
time  at  5,500.  This  left  the  rural  popu- 
lation at  65.7  per  cent  of  the  total  in 
1910,  and  the  percentage  is  perhaps 
somewhat  greater  at  present.  In  1910 
the  native  white  population  was  83.4 
per  cent  of  the  total.  The  foreign-born 
population  at  that  time  was  chiefly 
Indian,  German  and  Austrian.  The  per- 
centage of  foreign  population  is  per- 
haps considerably  lower  now  than  it 
was  then. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
region  is  drained  by  the  San  Juan 
river,  which  flows  through  northern 
New  Mexico.  The  principal  tributaries 
in  La  Plata  county  are  the  Pine,  Ani- 
mas and  La  Plata  rivers.  These 
streams  have  their  headwaters  in  the 
San  Juan  and  La  Plata  mountains, 
where  the  precipitation  is  very  heavy, 
and  carry  an  abundant  supply  of  water 
for  all  irrigable  land  and  for  all  other 
necessary  purposes.  Hydro-electric 
power  is  developed  on  the  Animas 
river,  above  Durango,  to  furnish  power 
and  light  for  most  of  the  cities  and 
towns.  In  the  agricultural  districts 
domestic  water  is  obtained  from  wells 
where  it  is  not  available  from  other 
sources.  Water  is  found  at  depths 
ranging  from  10  to  600  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  dairying, 
manufacturing,  mining  and  lumbering. 
Farming,  stockraising  and  dairying 
are  carried  on  chiefly  in  the  southern 
part,  though  stock  is  grazed  exten- 
sively in  the  forest  areas  in  the  north- 
ern part  during  the  summer.  Metal 
mining  is  carried  on  principally  in  the 
La  Plata  mountains  in  the  northwest. 
There  are  extensive  coal  deposits  in 
the  county,  most  of  which  remain 
undeveloped.  Coal  is  being  mined  in 
a  number  of  localities  along  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  west  of 
Durango.  A  large  smelter  belonging 
to  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining 
company  is  located  at  Durango,  han- 
dling much  of  the  ore  produced  in  this 
district  and  giving  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  people.  Durango  is 
also  the  principal  retail  market  for 
this  territory  and  its  jobbing  business 
is  increasing  rapidly.  It  has  a  flour 
mill,  an  ice  plant,  a  packing  plant,  a 
creamery,  a  brick  plant  and  a  planing 
mill. 

Crops — The  principal  crojis  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  corn,  potatoes,  garden  vege- 
tables, api)les  and  smaller  fruits.  Ex- 
periments made  in  various  parts  of  La 
Plata  and  adjoining  counties  by  the 
Durango  Exchange  prove    that    sugar 
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beets  yield  a  profitable  tonnage  with 
very  high  sugar  content. 

Mineral  Resources  —  The  principal 
known  minerals  in  this  county  are 
bismuth,  coal,  clay,  copper,  cinnabar, 
gold,  silver,  lead,  sand,  granite, 
limestone  and  a  wide  variety  of  other 
building  stone.  Gold,  silver,  copper 
and  lead  have  been  produced  in  con- 
siderable quantities  and  are  still  being 
mined.  The  coal  mines  have  been 
only  slightly  developed,  principally  to 
supply  local  demand,  though  consider- 
able highgrade  blacksmith  coal  is 
shipped  out.  Clays  have  been  mined 
near  Durango  for  making  brick. 
Building  stone  has  been  quarried  to  a 
limited  extent,  only  for  local  use,  and 
building  sand  has  been  developed  in 
the  same  way. 

♦■  Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county. 
Pine  and  spruce  are  heavy  in  the  more 
mountainous  parts  in  the  north. 
Pinon,  cedar  and  pine  are  found  on 
the  higher  ground  further  south. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  302,959  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  25  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  55  acres  of  this  is  improved 
fruit  land,  50,318  acres  is  irrigated 
farm  land,  13,446  acres  is  nonirrigated 
farm  land,  220,879  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  coal  and  other  min- 
eral land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  On  January  1, 
1919,  there  was  14,661  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
including  a  considerable  amount  of 
good  agricultural  land  for  sale  by  the 
state  land  board  on  very  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
95,692  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  including  some 
good  agricultural  land  remote  from 
railroads.  The  national  forest  area  is 
373,164  acres.  Irrigated  land  here  sells 
at  from  $30  to  $125  an  acre  and  non- 
Irrigated  farm  land  at  from  $7  to  $30 
an  acre.  Grazing  land  in  some  cases 
may  be  bought  for  $3  an  acre,  or  some- 
what less. 

Transportation  —  A  narrow  gauge 
line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  rail- 
road system  enters  the  county  from 
the  east,  coming  from  Alamosa,  and 
has  its  terminus  at  Durango.  The  Rio 
Grande  Southern,  belonging  to  the 
same  system,  runs  west  from  Durango 
into  Montezuma  county  and  north  to 
Ridgway  and  Montrose.  A  branch  of 
the  Rio  Grande  runs  north  from  Du- 
rango to  Silverton  and  another,  stand- 
ard gauge,  runs  south  to  Farmington, 
N.  M. 


Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Spanish  Trail,  which  enters 
the  county  from  the  east  and  extends  to 
Durango.  From  here  a  branch  runs 
west  to  Mancos  and  Cortez  in  Monte- 
zuma county,  and  the  Mesa  Verde  na- 
tional park.  Another  branch  runs 
south  to  Farmington  and  on  to  Cali- 
fornia by  way  of  the  Grand  Canon. 
There  are  many  excellent  roads 
radiating  from  Durango  in  all  direc- 
tions. A  state  highway  is  now  under 
construction  from  Durango  to  Silver- 
ton,  where  it  will  connect  with  the  road 
to  Ouray  and  north  to  the  Rainbow 
Route  at  Montrose. 

Educational — There  are  62  public 
schools  in  the  county  employing  105 
teachers.  The  highschool  at  Durango 
gives  a  full  four-year  highschool 
course,  while  that  at  Ignacio  gives 
three  years  of  highschool  work  and 
those  at  Bayfield,  Kline,  Allison,  Tif- 
fany and  Upper  Spring  Creek  give  two 
years.  The  Fort  Lewis  school  of  agri- 
culture, mechanical  and  household 
arts,  connected  with  the  state  agri- 
cultural college,  is  located  at  Hesperus. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  southern  part  varies  from  14 
inches  to  16  inches.  In  the  western 
part  it  runs  as  high  as  18  inches  and 
in  the  north  it  reaches  nearly  30 
inches.  The  climate  is  subject  to  ex- 
treme low  temperatures  in  the  north, 
but  is  equable  in  the  south,  especially 
well  adapted  to  stockraising  and  gen- 
eral farming. 

Tourist  Attractions — This  is  a  dis- 
trict of  unsurpassed  scenic  beauty,  and 
the  number  of  visitors  has  been 
greatly  increased  by  the  opening  of 
the  Spanish  Trail,  which  permits  au- 
tomobile travelers  to  make  the  trip 
from  the  cities  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state  to  Durango  and  the  Mesa 
Verde  national  park.  The  road  to  Sil- 
verton will  open  a  wide  range  of  beau- 
tiful mountain  scenery  which  now  is 
wholly  inaccessible  to  the  automohil- 
ist.  La  Plata  county  is  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  construction  of  good 
roads.  There  is  excellent  trout  fish- 
ing in  many  of  the  mountain  streams 
and  exceptionally  fine  fishing  is  af- 
forded in  some  of  the  mountain  lakes. 
The  Ute  Indian  reservation  and  school 
at  Ignacio  is  a  point  of  considerable 
interest  to  tourists. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Durango,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  principal  city  and 
distributing  center  for  the  San  Juan 
region.  It  is  "^n  important  industrial 
center  and  a  market  of  growing-  im- 
portance.    The  Durango  Exchange  is 
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the  center  of  organized  commercial 
activity  for  La  Plata  and  the  sur- 
rounding counties.  Ignacio.  on  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  in  the 
Pine  River  valley,  is  an  important  ag- 
ricultural town.  Hesperus,  west  of 
Durango,  is  a  prosperous  coal  mining 
town.  Other  towns  are  Rockwood,  Tif- 
fany, Red  Mesa,  Marvel,  Griffith,  La 
Boca,  La  Plata,  Oxford,  Perins,  Alli- 
son, Elco  La  Posta,  Bayfield,  and  May 
Day. 

Special  Opportunities  —  Opportuni- 
ties are  offered  here  both  for  agricul- 
tural development  and  for  prospecting 
and  mining  development.  The  home- 
stead land  includes  some  area  suitable 
for  farming,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  grazing  land.  Privately- 
owned  land  may  be  obtained  at  prices 
lower  than  prevail  in  most  sections  of 
the  state.  There  is  an  extensive  min- 
eralized area  within  the  county,  much 
of  which  has  been  inadequately  pros- 
pected. Extensive  coal  deposits  are 
found,  but  development  has  been  slow 
on  account  of  remoteness  from  large 
markets.  Cheap  water  power  and 
cheap  coal  make  this  area  a  favorable 
place  for  manufacturing  development, 
though  it  is  at  present  remote  from 
extensive  markets.  There  are  im- 
mense supplies  of  building  stone  and 
clays,  which  must  wait  for  develop- 
ment until  the  surrounding  country  is 
settled,  so  as  to  provide  a  better  outlet 
for  the  products.  Cement  rock  is  abun- 
dant with  a  good  local  market. 


LARIMER  COUNTY 

General  Description — Larimer  county 
lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state,  the  north  boundary  being 
formed  by  the  state  of  Wyoming  and 
the  western  boundary  by  the  Medicine 
Bow  mountain  range.  It  is  of  an  ir- 
regular rectangular  outline  except  for 
the  western  boundary.  Its  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  along  the  north 
boundary,  is  64  miles,  and  its  width 
is  about  50  miles.  Its  area  is  1,682,560 
acres,  or  a  little  less  than  one-third 
that  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
The  surface  ranges  from  level  plains 
in  the  eastern  part  to  an  extremely 
rugged  mountainous  area  in  the  west. 
The  altitude  varies  from  about  4.800 
feet  in  the  east  to  more  than  14,000 
feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of  the 
peaks  near  the  western  boundary. 

Early  History — Early  Spanish  pros- 
pectors are  said  to  have  visited  a  part 
of  this  territory  during  the  early  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  They  were 
searching  for  gold,  but  there  is  no 
record   of  their  having  made  any  im- 


portant discoveries  and  no  traces  of 
their  visit  are  to  be  found  at  this 
time.  Fur  traders  and  trappers  fre- 
quently visited  this  part  of  the  state 
during  the  early  part  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, but  made  no  permanent  settle- 
ments. Kit  Carson  and  his  band  of 
trappers  at  one  time  spent  a  season  in 
the  neighborhood  of  what  is  now  Estes 
Park.  Fremont  passed  this  w^ay  on 
his  first  and  second  expeditions  in  1842 
and  1843.  On  the  second  expedition 
he  followed  the  Poudre  river  to  its 
source  and  his  is  the  first  authentic 
description  of  the  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Larimer  county.  So  far  as 
is  known  the  first  white  settler  was 
Antoine  Japis,  who  in  1844  established 
a  trading  post  near  the  present  site 
of  the  town  of  La  Porte.  He  remained 
in  this  region  until  the  influx  of  miners 
and  gold  seekers  in  1878.  Tradition* 
tells  of  a  party  of  French  trappers 
who,  on  their  way  to  the  mountains, 
buried  a  supply  of  powder  in  a  sand 
bank  near  one  of  the  streams.  This 
stream  is  now  called  Cache  la  Poudre, 
thus  in  its  name  perpetuating  tradi- 
tion. A  granite  monument  near  the 
town  of  Bellvue,  about  seven  miles 
northwest  of  Fort  Collins,  marks  the 
spot  where  this  powder  is  supposed  to 
have  been  buried.  Estes  Park,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  natural  parks  in 
Colorado,  was  named  for  Joel  Estes, 
who  visited  it  in  1859  and  settled  there 
the  following  year.  In  the  early  TO's 
the  Earl  of  Dunraven,  infatuated  with 
the  beauty  of  the  Estes  Park  region, 
acquired  a  large  portion  of  it  and  for 
years  used  it  as  a  cattle  ranch  and 
game  preserve.  A  military  post  was 
established  on  the  present  site  of  Fort 
Collins  in  1864  and  was  named  In 
honor  of  Colonel  William  O.  Collins, 
who  commanded  the  11th  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry.  The  town  itself  was 
laid  out  in  1871.  Larimer  county,  one 
of  the  original  counties  of  Colorado 
territory,  was  named  in  honor  of  Gen- 
eral William  Larimer,  a  well-known 
Colorado  pioneer  and  one  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  city  of  Denver.  A  part  of 
its  original  territory  was  taken  to  form 
Jackson  county  in  1909. 

Surface  and  Soil — Most  of  the  agri- 
cultural land  lies  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  in  the  valleys  of  numer- 
ous small  streams,  tributaries  of  the 
South  Platte  river.  The  soil  here  is 
principally  a  sandy  loam,  with  small 
areas  of  gravelly  soil  and  a  very  lim- 
ited amount  of  adobe.  It  is  generally 
light,  very  fertile  and  possesses 
marked  moisture-retaining  properties. 
ITnder  irrigation  it  produces  excellent 
yields  of  all  the  principal  crops  grown 
in    Colorado,    the    eastern    part   of    the 
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county  being  one  of  the  best  irrigated 
agricultural  districts  in  the  state. 
Further  west  there  are  numerous 
mountain  valleys  and  plateaus  with 
some  agricultural  land  and  a  large 
amount  of  good  grazing  land.  A  de- 
tailed soil  survey  of  the  irrigated  land 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  was 
made  by  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the 
department  of  agriculture  in  1904  and 
published  in  1905. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  very  rapidly.  In 
1880  it  was  4,892;  in  1890  it  was  9,712, 
and  in  1900  it  was  12,168.  In  1910,  one 
year  after  a  portion  of  the  county  had 
been  taken  to  form  Jackson  county, 
the  population  of  the  remainder  was 
25,270.  The  present  population  is 
about  37,000.  In  1900  the  foreign- 
born  population  was  14.9  per  cent  of 
the  total,  the  principal  foreign  nation- 
alities being  Russian,  German,  Swed- 
ish and  English.  At  that  time  the 
urban  population  was  46.9  per  cent  of 
the  total. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply. — The 
county  lies  in  the  South  Platte  water- 
shed except  a  small  area  in  the  north- 
western corner  which  is  drained  by 
the  Big  Laramie  river,  a  tributary  of 
the  North  Platte.  The  principal 
streams  flowing  into  the  South  Platte 
are  the  Cache  la  Poudre,  Big  Thomp- 
son and  Little  Thompson,  all  of  which 
have  numerous  small  tributaries. 
These  streams  carry  an  abundance 
of  water  the  year  around  and  furnish 
the  supply  for  irrigating  most  of  the 
land  in  eastern  Larimer  county  and 
a  considerable  amount  of  land  farther 
east  in  the  Platte  river  valley.  Water 
for  domestic  purposes  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  is  obtained,  in  some 
cases,  from  wells  "and  is  reached  at 
depths  varying  from  20  to  200  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing,  dairying,  bee  keeping  and  manu- 
facturing. Farming  is  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  irrigated  areas  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state,  though  re- 
cently considerable  amounts  of  non- 
irrigated  land  have  been  placed  under 
cultivation  with  marked  success. 
Large  amounts  of  feed  crops  are  pro- 
duced here  and  thousands  of  cattle 
and  sheep  are  shipped  in  here  annu- 
ally to  be  fattened  for  market.  Lari- 
mer county  feeds  more  lambs,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  county  in  the  state. 
There  is  a  vast  amount  of  gt)od  graz- 
ing land  in  the  central  and  western 
parts  of  the  county,  lying  largely  in 
the  national  forest  areas,  on  which 
large  herds  of  cattle  are  pastured  dur- 


ing the  summer  months.  The  prin- 
cipal manufacturing  industry  is  the 
making  of  beet  sugar,  factories  being 
located  at  Loveland  and  Fort  Collins. 
At  Fort  Collins  there  are  two  flour 
mills,  one  creamery,  one  concrete  cul- 
vert factory,  one  head-gate  factory, 
three  cigar  factories,  one  brick  plant, 
and  other  small  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. Loveland  has,  in  addition 
to  the  sugar  factory,  a  large  canning 
factory,  milk  condensery,  flour  mill, 
brick  plant,  plaster  mill  and  a  num- 
ber of  small  factories.  Berthoud  has 
a  flour  mill,  alfalfa  meal  mill,  can- 
ning factory,  two  planing  mills  and  a 
brick  plant. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  including  native 
hay;  sugar  beets,  potatoes,  wheat,  oats, 
rye,  barley,  corn,  pinto  beans,  garden 
vegetables,  including  peas,  snap  beans, 
tomatoes  and  other  vegetables  grown 
for  canning  purposes;  blackberries, 
raspberries,  loganberries  and  other 
small  fruits.  Apples  and  other  hardy 
tree  fruits  are  grown  to  a  consider- 
able extent  in  the  sheltered  regions  of 
the  foothills. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  bismuth,  clays,  copper,  gran- 
ite, gypsum,  marble,  limestone  and 
other  building  stones.  There  is  a 
large  mineralized  area  in  the  western 
part,  believed  to  contain  gold,  silver, 
copper  and  other  metals,  but  deposits 
are  found  at  great  depths  and  their 
development  has  not  been  undertaken 
because  of  the  immense  expense  in- 
volved. 

Timber — There  is  an  abundance  of 
good  timber  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  principally  pine,  cedar,  spruce 
and  aspen.  Lumbering  has  been  fol- 
lowed to  a  limited  extent  for  a  good 
many  years. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  620,049  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
nearly  37  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  111,267  acres  of  this  is  irri- 
gated farm  land,  15,400  acres  natural 
hay  land,  23,552  acres  nonirrigated 
farm  land,  462,410  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1919,  there  was  74,363  acres  of 
unappropriated  state  land  in  the  coun- 
ty, including  a  considerable  amount  of 
good  agricultural  land  which  may  be 
purchased  through  the  state  land 
board  on  favorable  terms.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  47,020  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry. 
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most  of  which  is  either  mountainous  or 
consists  of  tracts  far  below  the  size 
of  a  government  homestead.  The  na- 
tional forest  area  is  630.797  acres. 
Irrigated  land  in  this  county  sells  at 
from  $100  to  $300  an  acre,  depending 
principally  on  soil,  character  of  water 
rights  and  improvements.  Nonirri- 
gated  farm  land  sells  at  from  $10  to 
$50  an  acre,  while  grazing  land  may  be 
purchased  as  low  as  $5  an  acre.  About 
three-fourths  of  the  area  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  national  park  lies  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  this  county. 

Transportation — The  eastern  part  of 
the  county  is  well  served  with  rail- 
ways, but  the  western  part  is  wholly 
without  railroad  transportation.  The 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  between 
Denver  and  Cheyenne  passes  through 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  by  way 
of  Fort  Collins.  A  branch  of  the  same 
road  runs  from  Fort  Collins  to  Greeley. 
A  branch  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
runs  north  from  Denver  to  Fort  Col- 
lins. The  Great  Western  railway,  a 
subsidiary  of  the  Great  Western  Sugar 
company,  serves  a  considerable  area 
of  the  beetgrowing  districts  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  North  and  South  road, 
which  passes  through  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  by  way  of  Fort  Collins. 
The  main-?  line  of  this  road  runs  north 
from  Fort  Collins  to  Cheyenne,  and  a 
branch  runs  northwest  to  a  junction 
with  the  Lincoln  Highway  at  Tie  Sid- 
ing, Wyoming.  The  principal  en- 
trances to  the  Rocky  Mountain  na- 
tional park  are  up  the  Big  Thompson 
from  Loveland  and  Fort  Collins,  and 
another  leads  from  Boulder  to  the  pic- 
turesque foothills  region  between  the 
Big  Thompson  river  and  the  upper  St. 
Vrain  creek.  There  are  numerous  sec- 
ondary state  highways  and  county 
roads,  generally  well  improved  and 
maintained.  No  section  of  the  state 
has  better  highways  than  eastern  Lar- 
imer county,  and  the  roads  extending 
westward  into  the  mountainous  dis- 
tricts are  being  extended  and  im- 
proved very  rapidly. 

Educational — There  are  67  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  234 
teachers.  A  full  highschool  course  is 
offered  in  the  schools  of  Loveland, 
Fort  Collins,  Wellington.  La  Porte, 
Estes  Park  and  Berthoud.  The  school 
at  Timnath  gives  two  years  of  high- 
school  work  and  is  planning  to  in- 
crease its  schedule  to  include  a  full 
highschool  course.  There  are  consoli- 
dated schools  at  La  Porte  and  Timnath 
and  centralized  schools  at  Waverly  and 


near  Wellington.  The  Colorado  State 
Agricultural  college  is  located  at  Fort 
Collins,  having  been  opened  in  1879. 
This  is  the  headquarters  of  agricul- 
tural extension  work  for  Colorado  and 
free  public  short  courses  in  agriculture 
are  given  here  each  winter  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmers  of  the  state. 
This  is  also  the  headquarters  of  the 
United  States  agricultural  experiment 
station  work  for  the  state  of  Colorado. 

Cllmatological  Data — The  climate  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  is  mild, 
very  healthful  and  well  adapted  to 
general  farming  and  stockraising.  The 
rainfall  in  this  area  is  comparatively 
light;  the  air  is  dry  and  bracing  and 
the  percentage  of  sunshine  very  high. 
In  the  western  part,  where  the  altitude 
is  much  higher,  the  winters  are  se- 
vere and  the  snowfall  extremely 
heavy.  The  average  annual  precipita- 
tion in  the  agricultural  districts  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  ranges  from 
14  to  17  inches.  In  the  western  part 
it  increases  rather  rapidly,  being 
above  20  inches  along  the  mountain 
range  which  forms  the  western  bound- 
ary. 

Tourist  Attractions — Estes  park  has 
for  a  great  many  years  been  one  of 
the  most  popular  tourist  centers  in 
Colorado.  The  Rocky  Mountain  na- 
tional park,  created  by  act  of  congress 
in  1913,  includes  the  picturesque 
mountain  area  lying  directly  west  of 
Estes  park.  Since  its  creation  this 
park  has  become  the  most  popular  na- 
tional playground  in  the  west.  Estes 
park  now  lies  at  the  eastern  entrance 
of  this  national  playground  and  an  ex- 
cellent system  of  highways  is  being 
laid  out  through  the  magnificent  scenic 
area  now  included  in  the  national 
park.  Cherokee  park,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  on  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Cache  la  Poudre  river,  is  a 
popular  tourist  resort  and  fishing 
place.  Most  of  the  streams  in  the 
county  are  well  stocked  with  trout  and 
are  very  popular  fishing  waters.  The 
routes  to  the  mountain  resorts  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county  traverse 
one  of  the  most  highly  irrigated  agri- 
cultural districts  in  Colorado,  which 
fact  adds  greatly  to  their  popularity. 

Cities  and  Towns — Fort  Collins,  the 
principal  city,  lies  in  the  heart  of  the 
agricultural  district  in  the  east  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county.  It  is  an  ideal 
residence  city  and  has  grown  very 
rapidly  In  the  past  ten  years.  Love- 
land and  Berthoud,  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  county,  are  the  centers  of 
prosperous  agricultural  communities 
and    in    recent    years    have    developed 
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important  manufacturing  industries. 
Other  important  towns  are  Timnath 
and  Wellington,  in  the  eastern  part, 
and  Estes  Park,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  national  park. 

Special  Opportunities— The  agricul- 
tural area  of  this  county  is  being  as 
completely  utilized  as  that  of  any 
county  in  the  state.  There  is  still, 
however,  considerable  non-irrigated 
land  that  might  be  farmed  to  advan- 
tage. The  pasture  land  is  also  being 
well  utilized.  There  are  good  oppor- 
tunities for  the  establishment  of  fac- 
tories, principally  for  the  utilization 
of  food  crops  grown  here  and  for  the 
development  of  various  natural  min- 
eral resources,  principally  clays  and 
stone.  In  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  along  the  base  of  the  Medicine 
Bow  range,  there  is  a  vast  area  of 
land,  probably  containing  valuable 
metal  deposits,  which  offers  special 
opportunity  to  the  prospector  and 
investor. 


LAS  ANIMAS  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Las  Animas 
county  lies  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  state,  the  southern  boundary 
being  formed  by  the  state  of  New  Mex- 
ico, and  part  of  the  eastern  boundary 
by  the  Culebra  mountains.  It  is  of  an 
irregular  rectangular  outline  with  an 
extreme  length,  east  and  west,  of  116 
miles,  and  an  extreme  width,  near  the 
central  part,  of  about  5.5  miles.  It  is 
the  largest  county  in  Colorado.  Its 
area  is  3,077,760  acres,  or  about  7,000 
acres  less  than  that  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut.  The  surface  is  a  broken 
prairie  in  the  east  and  in  the  west  a 
plateau  rising  into  a  mountainous  dis- 
trict west  of  Trinidad.  The  altitude 
varies  from  about  5,300  feet  in  the 
northeastern  part,  to  more  than  14,000 
at  the  summits  of  the  highest  peaks  in 
the  Culebra  range. 

Early  History — This  county,  during 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  was 
frequently  visited  by  Mexican  and 
Spanish  prospectors  and  fortune  hunt- 
ers, being  located  in  the  territory  for- 
merly claimed  by  Mexico.  The  first 
white  settler  to  erect  a  dwelling  and 
occupy  it  in  the  territory  now  known 
as  Las  Animas  county  was  John  Hatch- 
er, a  Virginian.  He  was  in  the  employ 
of  Vigil  and  St.  Vrain,  who  claimed  a 
large  grant  of  land,  extending  north 
to  the  Arkansas  river.  From  Taos, 
N.  M.,  they  sent  Hatcher,  with  teams, 
implements  and  all  needed  supplies, 
to  occupy   the   land    and   hold   it.      He 


bdilt  a  cabin,  dug  an  irrigating  ditch 
and  grew  the  first  crop  ever  produced 
in  the  county.  When  his  corn  was  in 
the  roasting  ear  the  Indians  notified 
him  that  they  would  not  permit  the 
white  man  to  farm  there.  Hatcher  re- 
fused to  move.  The  Indians  drove  him 
out  and  destroyed  his  crop.  No 
further  attempt  was  made  at  settle- 
ment until  some  time  afterwards. 
Hatcher's  attempt  was  made  prior  to 
1850.  .  Eugene  Archibald  erected  the 
first  house  on  the  present  site  of  Trini- 
dad in  1860,  being  assisted  by  his 
brother,  A.  W.  Archibald,  and  a  man 
named  Frazier.  Felipe  Baca  filed  on  a 
quarter  section  of  government  land 
where  Trinidad  now  stands  and  im- 
proved it  rather  extensively.  In  the 
spring  of  1861  several  more  settlers 
arrived  and  began  farming  operations 
in  the  valley  of  the  Purgatoire  river. 
Prospectors  made  frequent  excursions 
into  the  mountainous  territory  west  of 
Trinidad,  but  no  important  discoveries 
of  metals  were  made.  Stockraising 
was  carried  on  somewhat  extensively 
in  the  valley  of  the  Purgatoire  and 
other  streams  in  this  vicinity,  during 
the  10  years  following.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1866  from  a  part  of 
Huerfano  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  eastern  part 
of  the  county  lies  in  the  great  prairie 
district  of  eastern  Colorado.  It  is 
crossed  by  numerous  small  streams, 
most  of  them  having  their  sources  in 
districts  of  comparatively  light  rain- 
fall and  being  dry  a  good  part  of  the 
summer.  These  streams,  as  a  usual 
thing,  cut  narrow  valleys  or  canons, 
making  the  country  a  sort  of  broken 
table  land.  The  surface  rises  grad- 
ually toward  the  west  and  the  terri- 
tory east  and  north  of  Trinidad  is 
crossed  by  the  valleys  of  the  Apishapa 
and  Purgatoire  rivers,  Timpas  creek 
and  a  few  other  streams.  West  of 
Trinidad  the  country  becomes  much 
more  broken,  culminating  in  the  Span- 
ish peaks  on  the  north,  and  the  Cule- 
bra range  on  the  west.  Most  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  is  suitable 
for  cultivation  and  where  irrigation 
is  possible  excellent  crops  are  raised. 
The  soil  is  principally  a  sandy  loam 
and  is  very  fertile.  The  rainfall  in 
most  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
is  sufficient  to  produce  fair  crops  with- 
out irrigation.  No  soil  survey  of  this 
county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  very  rapidly.  In 
1910  it  was  33,643,  while  in  1900  it  was 
21,842.     At   present   the   population   is 
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about  41,000.  In  1910  the  census  bu- 
reau found  the  foreign-born  population 
to  be  23.9  per  cent  of  the  total.  Pre- 
vious to  the  war  the  principal  foreign 
nationalities  were  Italian,  Austrian 
and  English,  most  of  whom  were  coal 
miners. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

surface  slopes  gradually  from  the 
mountainous  districts  in  the  southwest 
toward  the  Arkansas  river  in  the 
northeast.  It  lies  almost  wholly  in  the 
Arkansas  river  watershed.  The  prin- 
cipal streams  are  the  Apishapa  and 
Purgatoire  rivers,  which  have  their 
sources  in  the  southwest,  where  the 
rainfall  is  comparatively  heavy.  Car- 
rizo  creek  and  other  small  tributaries 
of  the  Cimmaron  river  have  their 
sources  in  the  southeastern  part. 
Apishapa  and  Purgatoire  rivers  and 
Timpas  creek  carry  a  considerable  sup- 
ply of  water  and  are  the  principal 
sources  of  irrigation.  The  other 
streams,  as  a  general  thing,  do  not 
carry  a  reliable  supply  of  water.  Water 
for  domestic  purposes  is  obtained  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  a  depth  vary- 
ing from  10  to  500  feet.  The  under- 
ground water  supply  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county  is  uncertain  and 
irregular,  some  districts  having  no 
known  underground  supply  at  reason- 
able depths. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  coal  mining,  agriculture,  stockrais- 
ing,  dairying,  manufacturing  and  lum- 
bering. Las  Animas  county  produces 
more  coal  than  any  other  county  in 
the  state.  The  coal  mines  are  located 
along  the  railroads,  principally  north 
and  west  of  Trinidad.  The  coal  de- 
posits underlie  the  entire  western  third 
of  the  county.  The  coal  is  bituminous, 
of  good  quality,  containing  much  good 
coking  coal.  Manufacturing  is  carried 
on  principally  in  the  city  of  Trinidad. 
The  county  is  one  of  the  leading  stock- 
raising  districts  in  the  state,  cattle 
and  sheep  being  the  principal  livestock. 
Excellent  pasture  is  available,  both 
in  the  mountain  valleys,  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  county,  and  on  the 
wide  prairie  land  in  the  east.  Agri- 
culture is  carried  on  largely  in  the 
valleys  in  the  north-central  and  cen- 
tral parts,  though  in  the  past  three 
or  four  years  there  has  been  consider- 
able extension  of  farming  without  irri- 
gation in  the  eastern  ])art  of  the 
county. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  cultivated  hays,  native 
hay,  potatoes,  small  grains,  beans  and 
garden  vegetables. 


Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  coal,  graphite,  sand, 
granite,  sandstone,  limestone,  basalt 
and  other  valuable  stone. 

Lumber — Considerable  heavy  timber 

is    found    in  the  western  part  of  the 

county.     It  is  principally  pine,  spruce 
and  cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  996,020  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  32 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
23,541  acres  of  this  is  irrigated  land, 
6,815  acres  natural  hay  land,  10,149 
acres  nonirrigated  farming  land,  883,- 
700  acres  grazing  land,  3,930  acres  pro- 
ductive coal  land,  54,790  acres  non- 
productive coal  lands  and  the  remain- 
der town  and  city  lots  and  railroad 
rights  of  way.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  143,485  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated state  land  in  the  county,  including 
a  considerable  amount  of  good  agri- 
cultural land  which  may  be  purchased 
through  the  state  land  board  on  favor- 
able terms.  On  July  1, 1918,  there  was 
224,656  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  some  of  which  is 
suitable  for  agriculture,  though  located 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  rail- 
roads. The  national  forest  area  is  27,- 
398  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here 
at  from  $80  to  $150  an  acre  and  non- 
irrigated  land  including  both  grazing 
and  farming  land  sells  at  from  $5  to 
$25  an  acre.  There  is  a  large  amount 
of  good  coal  land,  the  prices  of  which 
may  be  determined  only  by  a  careful 
examination  of  local  conditions. 

Transportation — The  western  and 
central  parts  of  this  county  are  well 
supplied  with  railroads,  but  the  east- 
ern part  is  entirely  without  railroad 
transportation.  The  Colorado  & 
Southern  and  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroads  run  south  from 
Pueblo  through  this  county  to  Trini- 
dad. The  Colorado  &  Southern  rail- 
road extends  southeast  from  Trinidad 
into  New  Mexico  and  Texas.  The 
main  line  of  the  Santa  Fe  runs  south- 
west from  La  Junta  to  Trinidad  and 
south  into  New  Mexico.  The  Colorado 
&  Wyoming  railroad  extends  west 
from  Trinidad,  serving  the  principal 
coal  mining  camps  in  this  section  of 
the  county.  Numerous  branch  lines 
from  the  Santa  Fe,  Colorado  &  South- 
ern and  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  serve 
the  mining  camps  near  to  the  main 
lines  of  these  roads. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Santa  Fe  Trail,  which 
leaves  the  Arkansas  valley  at  La 
Junta,    follows    the  Santa  Fe  railroad 
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to  Trinidad  and  runs  south  through 
New  Mexico  to  Texas  and  on  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  main  North  and 
South  road  which  connects  the  prin- 
cipal cities  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
main  range  joins  the  Santa  Fe  Trail 
at  Trinidad.  Numerous  other  second- 
ary state  highways  and  county  roads 
are  in  a  general  way  sufficient  for  the 
necessary  transportation  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  county,  but  highway 
development  in  the  eastern  part  is  in- 
adequate. 

Educational — There  are  136  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  248 
teachers.  There  are  highschools  at 
Trinidad,  Primero,  Aguilar,  Morley  and 
Sopris.  Trinidad  has  an  academy  and 
a  business  college. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  agricultural  districts,  north  and 
east  of  Trinidad,  varies  from  12  to  15 
inches.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  the  rainfall  varies  from  15  to 
17  inches,  and  in  the  western  part  the 
precipitation  increases  rather  rapidly, 
varying  from  15  to  25  inches.  The 
climate  in  the  north  and  east  is  com- 
paratively mild,  with  long,  warm  sum- 
mers and  open  winters.  In  the  west- 
ern part  the  climate  is  more  severe. 
The  snowfall  in  the  higher  altitudes 
in  the  extreme  west  is  very  heavy. 

Tourist  Attractions — Trinidad  and 
surrounding  territory  has  been  a  pop- 
ular stopping  place  for  tourists  for  a 
great  many  years.  Recently  the  com- 
pletion of  several  good  highways  in 
this  section  has  greatly  increased  auto- 
mobile tourist  travel.  The  city  of 
Trinidad  has  recently  acquired  a 
scenic  mountain  park  located  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Stonewall  gap,  west 
of  the  city,  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the 
most  attractive  scenic  regions  in  the 
west.  This  park  may  be  reached  by  a 
delightful  automobile  drive  of  35  miles 
through  beautiful  canons,  following  the 
course  of  picturesque  mountain  streams 
the  entire  distance.  The  fact  that  this 
is  the  most  active  coal  mining  district 
in  the  west  offers  added  inducement 
to  sightseers.  The  vast  mountainous 
area  west  of  Trinidad  contains  much 
beautiful  mountain  scenery,  which  be- 
comes more  and  more  popular  as  high- 
ways are  constructed,  making  it  acces- 
sible to  automobile  travelers.  The 
mountain  streams  are  well  stocked 
with  trout. 

Cities  and  Towns — Trinidad,  the 
countyseat  and  the  principal  town, 
ranks  fourth  a^ong  Colorado  cities  in 
population.  It  was  originally  settled 
largely  by  Mexicans  and  still  has  a 
considerable  Mexican  population.    The 


census  bureau  gave  it  a  population  of 
10,204  in  1910.  At  the  present  time  it 
has  about  14,000  people.  It  is  the 
center  of  the  most  productive  coal 
fields  in  Colorado,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  coke  producing  districts.  It 
is  also  the  supply  point  and  market 
for  a  rich  agricultural  territory  along 
the  valley  of  the  Purgatoire  river.  It  is 
the  principal  distributing  point  for  the 
numerous  coal  mines  located  to  the 
northwest  and  south.  It  has  excellent 
railroad  facilities  and  an  abundance  of 
cheap  coal  and  coke  and  water  power. 
These  conditions  all  make  it  an  es- 
pecially favorable  location  for  fac- 
tories. It  has  a  wool-scouring  plant,  a 
brick  factory,  cement  block  factory, 
two  ice  plants,  cold  storage  plant,  bot- 
tling works,  creamery,  candy  factory, 
planing  mills,  and  extensive  retail  and 
wholesale  trading  facilities.  Other  im- 
portant towns  are  principally  coal 
camps,  among  which  are  Aguilar,  Dela- 
gua  and  Hastings,  north  of  Trinidad; 
Gray  Creek,  a  few  miles  south  of 
Trinidad;  Morley,  south  of  Trinidad 
on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad;  Sopris,  Pri- 
mero, Segundo  and  Tercio,  west  of 
Trinidad,  on  the  Colorado  &  Wyoming 
railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are  in 
the  line  of  agriculture,  manufacturing 
and  mining  development.  There  is  ag- 
ricultural land  sufficient  to  support  a 
farming  population  twice  as  large  as 
the  county  now  has.  Although  Las 
Animas  is  the  principal  coal  mining 
county  in  the  state,  there  are  still  vast 
deposits  of  good  coal  that  have  not  yet 
been  touched.  The  further  develop- 
ment of  the  farming  and  mining  indus- 
tries will  increase  the  market  for 
manufactured  products  and  Trinidad 
promises  to  become  one  of  the  most 
important  manufacturing  centers  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  region. 


LINCOLN  COUNTY 

General  Description — Lincoln  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  great  plains  sections  of 
eastern  Colorado,  including  a  part  of 
the  area  known  as  the  Arkansas  di- 
vide. It  is  a  double  rectangle,  72 
miles  long,  north  and  south,  and  48 
miles  wide  in  the  southern  part  and 
30  miles  wide  in  the  northern  part. 
Its  area  is  1,644,800  acres,  or  a  little 
more  than  one-fourth  that  of  the  state 
of  Maryland.  It  is  principally  a  roll- 
ing prairie,  the  altitude  varying  from 
4,500  feet,  in  the  southeast,  to  about 
5,400  feet  in  the  northwest. 

Early  History — The  early  history  of 
the  territory  now  included  in  Lincoln 
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county  is  very  similar  to  that  of  other 
sections  of  eastern  Colorado.  It  was 
on  the  direct  route  of  travel  to  the 
Pikes  Peak  region  in  the  early  gold 
rush,  and  hunters  and  gold  seekers 
passed  through  here  in  1858,  1859  and 
1860,  bound  for  that  district.  The 
cattlemen  began  establishing  their 
ranches  here  in  the  late  60's  and  for 
twenty  years  this  was  the  heart  of  the 
great  range  territory.  As  late  as  1900, 
over  100,000  sheep  were  grazed  in  the 
county  and  this  industry  is  still  profit- 
able. Thousands  of  Texas  longhorn 
cattle  grazed  on  the  unbroken  prairie. 
In  the  late  80's  homesteaders  began 
coming  in  considerable  numbers  and 
from  that  time  on  the  Texas  longhorn 
has  been  gradually  replaced  by  pure 
bred  stock,  until  today  it  would  be  al- 
most impossible  to  find  in  the  county  a 
steer  of  the  type  that  once  made  east- 
ern Colorado  famous.  The  county  was 
organized  in  April,  1889,  from  parts  of 
Bent  and  Elbert  counties,  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Arkansas  di- 
vide, a  strip  of  elevated  land  forming 
the  divide  between  the  tributaries  of 
the  Arkansas  and  South  Platte  rivers, 
passes  across  the  northern  part  of  the 
county.  The  surface  here  is  higher 
than  it  is  to  the  north  and  south.  It  is 
principally  a  level  prairie  with  numer- 
ous narrow  valleys  and  some  broken 
or  sandy  areas  unsuitable  for  cultiva- 
tion. The  soil  is  principally  a  sandy 
loam,  with  occasional  patches  of  adobe 
and  gumbo.  It  is  fertile  and  very  easily 
cultivated,  usually  containing  sufficient 
sand  to  make  it  plow  easily  and  retain 
moisture  for  a  considerable  period.  No 
soil  survey  of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
territory  has  grown  very  rapidly.  In 
1890  it  was  689;  in  1900  it  was  926, 
and  had  increased  to  5,917  in  1910'. 
The  present  population  is  about  9,000. 
In  1910  the  foreign-born  population 
was  7.6  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  at  that  time 
being  German,  Norwegian  and  Swedish. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — A  few 

streams  in  the  north  flow  into  the 
South  Platte  river.  The  Arickaree 
river,  a  tributary  of  the  Republican 
river,  has  its  source  in  the  northern 
part,  as  does  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Republican  river.  Numerous  small 
tributaries  of  the  Arkansas  river  have 
their  sources  in  the  high  parts  of  the 
divide  further  west  and  flow  into  the 
Arkansas  river,  chief  among  these  be- 
ing Rush  creek,  Big  Sandy  creek  and 
Horse  creek.  These  streams  do  not 
carry  a  reliable  supply  of  water  for 
irrigation.       Water   for   domestic    pur- 


poses is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  vary- 
ing from  10  to  80  feet.  Wells  drilled 
to  the  underflow  here  are  pumped 
principally  by  windmills  and  furnish 
most  of  the  water  for  livestock.  In 
some  sections  these  wells  are  pumped 
by  engines  and  furnish  a  limited  sup- 
ply of  water  for  irrigation. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  dairying  and  stockraising. 
The  entire  area  included  in  this  coun- 
ty was  once  a  great  stock  pasture. 
In  recent  years,  however,  the  range 
has  been  broken  up  into  comparatively 
small  farms  and  dairy  farming  on  an 
intensive  scale  is  taking  the  place  of 
stockraising  as  the  principal  industry. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  small 
grains,  kafir  corn,  milo,  sudan  grass 
and  similar  forage  crops;  corn,  beans, 
potatoes,  alfalfa  and  garden  vege- 
tables. Forage  crops  are  being  raised 
more  extensively  every  year  and  farm- 
ers who  have  constructed  silos  to  pre- 
serve their  forage  for  winter  use  are 
growing  more  numerous  annually. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  building  sand,  gravel  and 
building  stone.  Drilling  for  oil  was 
begun  early  in  1918,  and  favorable  in- 
dications have  been  encountered. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  1,241,171  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to  the 
records  of  the  county  assessor,  5,155 
acres  is  natural  hay  land,  890,895  acres 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  341,949  acres 
grazing  land,  and  the  remainder  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  There  is  a  small  amount  of  irri- 
gated land  in  the  county  for  which 
water  is  obtained  from  direct  stream 
flow,  reservoirs  and  wells.  On  Janu- 
ary 1,  1919,  there  was  127,720  acres  of 
unappropriated  state  land  in  the  coun- 
ty, most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farm- 
ing purposes  and  may  be  purchased 
through  the  state  land  board  at  reason- 
able prices  and  on  favorable  terms. 
On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  5,217  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  consisting  principally  of  small 
isolated  tracts  of  little  economic  value. 
Irrigated  land  here  sells  at  from  $80 
to  $140  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $15  to  $40  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Rock  Island 
railroad  runs  east  and  west  across  the 
northern  part  of  the  county.  The  main 
line  of  this  road  runs  southwest  from 
Limon  to  Colorado  Springs,  and  Rock 
Island  trains  run  northwest  from 
Limon  over  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
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to  Denver.  The  Kansas-Denver  branch 
of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  enters 
the  county  near  the  town  of  Boyero 
and  runs  northwest  by  way  of  Limon 
to  Denver, 

Highways — The  principal  highway 
is  the  Ocean  to  Ocean,  or  Golden  Belt 
route,  one  of  the  principal  automobile 
roads  from  the  east  through  Colorado. 
It  branches  at  Limon,  the  main  Pikes 
Peak  road  running  southwest  to  Colo- 
rado Springs,  and  a  branch  called  the 
Limon  road  running  northwest  to  Den- 
ver. Another  state  highway,  known 
as  the  Union  Pacific  highway,  runs 
southeast  from  Limon  along  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  into  Cheyenne  county. 
Numerous  county  roads  are  mod- 
erately well  improved  and  are  in  a 
general  way  sufficient  for  taking  care 
of  such  agricultural  development  as 
the  county  now  enjoys. 

Educational — There  are  130  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  132 
teachers.  The  highschools  at  Hugo, 
Limon,  Arriba,  Genoa  and  Boyero  each 
give  a  full  highschool  course,  while 
the  school  at  Bovina  gives  two  years 
of  highschool  work  and  the  school  at 
Carvar  one  year.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
much  the  same  as  that  of  other  sec- 
tions of  eastern  Colorado.  The  sum- 
mers are  comparatively  long  and  are 
generally  favorable  for  farming  oper- 
ations. There  is  considerable  wind 
during  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  but 
no  hot  winds,  such  as  cause  much 
damage  to  crops  in  states  further  east. 
The  rainfall  varies  from  12  to  18 
inches.  It  is  heaviest  in  the  divide 
section,  running  across  the  north-cen- 
tral part  of  the  county,  varying  here 
from  15  to  18  inches.  Most  of  the 
rain  comes  during  the  summer  season 
and  is  usually  sufficient  for  producing 
good  crops  without  irrigation.  Al- 
though there  are  occasional  seasons 
when  the  growing  of  grain  crops  is 
not  profitable,  there  is  seldom  a  sum- 
mer so  dry  that  hardy  forage  crops  do 
not  make  fairly  good  yields. 

Tourist  Attractions — Tourist  travel 
across  this  county  to  the  mountainous 
sections  is  very  heavy  and  growing 
steadily  each  year.  The  Pikes  Peak 
highway  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
automobile  routes  in  Colorado,  and  in 
recent  years  has  been  kept  in  excel- 
lent repair.  There  is  comparatively 
little  natural  scenery  of  interest  to 
the  tourist  here,  but  the  county  de- 
rives considerable  benefit  from  the 
general  tourist  travel. 


Cities  and  Towns — Limon  is  located 
on  the  Rock  Island  and  Union  Pacific 
railroads,  in  the  northeastern  part. 
It  is  a  railway  division  point  and  the 
principal  shipping  point  in  the  county. 
Hugo,  the  countyseat,  is  a  division 
point  on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
near  the  center  of  the  county.  Other 
towns  are  Genoa,  Bovina  and  Arriba, 
on  the  Rock  Island,  and  Boyero,  on  the 
Union  Pacific. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
direction  of  general  agricultural  de- 
velopment. There  is  close  to  1,000,000 
acres  of  arable  land  in  this  county  that 
has  never  been  broken.  The  success 
that  has  attended  farming  operations 
here  in  the  past  half  dozen  years, 
where  proved  agricultural  methods 
have  been  followed,  is  the  best  evi- 
dence of  what  may  be  accomplished  in 
the  development  of  this  unbroken  area. 
Hograising  and  poultryraising  are 
steadily  increasing,  and  are  proving 
very  profitable,  as  both  hogs  and  chick- 
ens are  exceptionally  free  from  disease 
in  Lincoln  county's  ideal  climate. 


LOGAN  COUNTY 

General  Description — Logan  county 
lies  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
state,  the  northern  boundary  being 
formed  by  the  state  of  Nebraska.  The 
valley  of  the  South  Platte  river  crosses 
the  county  diagonally  from  southwest 
to  northeast.  In  outline  it  is  an  ir- 
regular rectangle,  48  miles  long,  east 
and  west,  and  38  miles  wide.  Its  area 
is  1,166,080  acres,  or  a  little  less  than 
one-fourth  that  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey.  The  surface  is  generally  level 
or  rolling  except  a  few  hilly  areas  in 
the  northern  part.  The  altitude  varies 
from  3,600  feet,  in  the  northeast,  to 
about  4,100  feet  in  the  northwest. 

Early  History — Long's  expedition  to 
the  Rocky  mountains  traveled  up  the 
South  Platte  river  through  what  is 
now  Logan  county,  in  the  summer  of 
1820.  Fremont  followed  this  route  on 
at  least  two  of  his  expeditions.  The 
valley  of  the  South  Platte  river  was 
one  of  the  principal  routes  of  travel  to 
the  mining  camps  during  the  early  his- 
tory of  Colorado,  and  a  stage  line  was 
regularly  maintained  for  a  good  many 
years.  A  station  on  this  stage  route, 
near  the  present  location  of  the  town 
of  Merino,  was  called  by  the  Indians 
"Fort  Wicked"  because  of  the  vigorous 
tactics  adopted  by  its  keeper,  Hollen 
Godfrey,  in  defending  himself  and  his 
associates  against  Indian  attacks.  Al- 
though travel  through  this  territory 
was    considerable    between    I860'    and 
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1870  there  were  no  permanent  settle- 
ments made,  principally  because  of  the 
hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians.  The 
cattlemen  began  establishing  ranches 
in  the  TO^s,  and  early  in  the  80's  agri- 
cultural development  began.  Logan 
county  was  created  in  1887  from  a  part 
of  Weld  county,  extending  eastward  at 
that  time  to  the  state  line.  In  1889 
Phillips  and  Sedgwick  counties  were 
formed  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.  The  county  was  named  in 
honor  of  General  John  A.  Logan. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  valley  of  the 
South  Platte  river,  which  crosses  the 
county,  averages  five  miles  in  width 
and  contains  most  of  the  irrigated 
land.  It  is  comparatively  level,  skirted 
on  both  sides  by  ranges  of  low  hills. 
North  and  south  of  the  valley  the 
country  is  a  comparatively  level 
prairie,  with  sandy  loam  soil,  well 
adapted  to  cultivation  without  irriga- 
tion. The  soil  in  the  valley  proper  is 
principally  an  alluvial  or  sandy  loam 
of  great  fertility.  There  is  no  soil 
survey  of  this  area  available. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily  since  its  or- 
ganization. In  1890  it  was  3,070;  in 
1900  it  was  3,292,  and  had  increased 
to  9,549  in  1910.  The  present  popula- 
tion is  about  17,500.  In  1910  the  for- 
eign-born population  was  9.3  per  cent 
of  the  total,  the  principal  foreign  na- 
tionalities being  Russian  and  German. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply  —  The 
South  Platte  river  flows  northeast 
across  the  county  and  affords  the 
principal  drainage  and  water  supply 
for  irrigation.  Frenchman  creek,  a 
tributary  of  the  Republican  river, 
drains  a  small  area  in  the  southeast- 
ern part.  Water  for  domestic  purposes 
is  obtained  principally  from  wells.  The 
underflow  is  reached,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Platte  river,  at  depths  ranging 
from  10-  to  40  feet,  and  on  the  high 
land  at  from  50  to  200  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing,  dairying  and  manufacturing. 
Farming  under  irrigation  has  been  fol- 
lowed successfully  in  the  valley  of  the 
Platte  river  for  more  than  30  years. 
On  the  prairie  lands  north  and  south 
of  the  river  there  has  been  rapid  de- 
velopment of  agricultural  activities 
without  irrigation  in  the  past  decade. 
On  account  of  the  large  amount  of  feed 
crops  raised  here  thousands  of  cattle 
and  some  sheep  are  shipped  in  an- 
nually to  be  fattened  for  market. 
Dairy  farming  has  been  increasing 
steadily  in  importance  for  the  past 
half  dozen  years.  The  principal  man- 
ufacturing enterprise  Is  a  beet  sugar 


factory  belonging  to  the  Great  West- 
ern Sugar  company,  located  at  Ster- 
ling. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  sugar  beets,  pota- 
toes, wheat,  oats,  rye,  barley,  corn, 
pinto  beans,  forages  and  garden  vege- 
tables. Fruit  crops  are  grown  on  a 
limited  scale.  Forage  crops  and  pinto 
beans  are  grown  rather  extensively  on 
nonirrigated  lands  north  and  south  of 
the  Platte  river. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  utilized  to  a  limited 
extent  for  the  manufacture  of  brick; 
gravel,  building  stone  and  potash. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  847,011  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  72 1/^  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
50,967  acres  is  irrigated  farm  land, 
6,012  acres  natural  hay  land,  551,608 
acres  nonirrigated  farming  land,  233,- 
080  acres  grazing  land  and  the  re- 
mainder railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  On  January  1, 
1919,  there  was  141,490  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farming 
and  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  on  very  reasonable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
4,799  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  principally  small 
isolated  tracts  not  large  enough  for 
homesteads  and  of  little  economic 
value.  Irrigated  land  here  sells  at 
from  $100  to  $200  an  acre  and  non- 
irrigated  farm  land  at  from  $25  to 
$75  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Union  Pacific 
railroad  follows  the  course  of  the 
Platte  river  through  the  county.  The 
Burlington  railroad  follows  the  course 
of  the  Platte  river  northeast  to  Ster- 
ling, and  a  branch  line  of  this  system 
runs  east  from  here  through  Phillips 
county  into  Nebraska.  Another  line 
runs  north  into  Nebraska  and  another 
west  through  Weld  county  to  Chey- 
enne, Wyoming.  These  roads  make 
the  town  of  Sterling  one  of  the  most 
important  railroad  points  in  eastern 
Colorado. 

Highways — The  Platte  valley  road, 
one  of  the  principal  automobile  high- 
ways from  the  east  into  Colorado,  fol- 
lows the  course  of  the  Platte  river 
through  the  county.  At  Sterling  it  is 
joined  by  the  Omaha-Lincoln-Denver 
road,  coming  in  from  the  east,  and  a 
branch  of  the  Lincoln  highway.  There 
are  numerous  county  roads,  usually 
well  improved  and  sufficient  in  a  gen- 
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eral    way    for    the    transportation    of 
farm  crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  104  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  191 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Sterling,  the  union  highschools  at 
Merino,  Atwood  and  Crook  and  the 
highschools  at  Fleming  and  Willard 
each  give  a  full  highschool  course, 
while  the  schools  at  Daily  and  Iliff 
give  three  years  of  highschool  work, 
those  at  Padroni  and  Peetz  two  years 
and  those  at  Mount  Hope  and  New 
Haven,  south  of  Sterling,  one  year. 
There  is  a  consolidated  school  at 
Daily  and  centralized  schools  at 
Merino,  Iliff,  Padroni,  Fleming,  Mount 
Hope,  New  Haven,  Springdale,  Crook 
and  Atwood.  A  new  centralized 
school,  to  include  six  schools,  is  now 
being  built  at  Willard  and  will  per- 
haps be  ready  for  occupancy  during 
the  1919-1^20  term.  There  are  no 
private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
comparatively  mild  and  well  suited  for 
general  agriculture  and  stockraising 
activities.  The  winters  are  compara- 
tively short  and  are  not  subject  to  ex- 
tremely low  temperatures.  The  rainfall 
in  the  western  part  varies  from  13  to 
15  inches  annually,  and  in  the  east 
from  15  to  17  inches.  There  is  con- 
siderable variation  from  year  to  year, 
but  a  season  seldom  occurs  in  which 
there  is  not  sufficient  precipitation  dur- 
ing the  growing  period  to  insure  fair 
crops  of  small  grain,  forage  and  other 
products  well  adapted  to  this  climate. 
As  a  usual  thing  about  three-fourths  of 
the  rainfall  comes  during  the  growing 
season. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  heavy 
automobile  tourist  travel  through  this 
county  over  the  two  state  highways 
named  above.  The  county  is  generally 
level  and  devoid  of  natural  scenic  at- 
tractions, but  the  agricultural  develop- 
ment under  irrigation  is  extensive  and 
visitors  from  eastern  states  show  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  agricultural 
districts.  There  are  a  number  of  points 
of  historic  interest  in  the  county,  one 
of  the  most  important  of  which  is 
Cedar  Canon,  about  twelve  miles 
northwest  of  Sterling,  where  Captain 
Jacob  Downing,  with  a  force  of  cavalry, 
fought  an  engagement  with  a  band  of 
Arapahoe  Indians  in  1864. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Sterling,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  the 
largest  and  most  prosperous  city  in 
northeastern  Colorado.  There  is,  per- 
haps, no  town  in  the  state  that  has 
shown  a  more  consistent   growth  and 


development  in  the  past  five  years.  It 
is  an  important  shipping  point  and 
trading  center  and  is  the  home  of  a 
large  beet  sugar  factory  belonging  to 
the  Great  Western  Sugar  company. 
Among  the  other  towns  in  the  county 
are  Iliff,  Proctor,  Crook,  Powell,  At- 
wood and  Merino,  on  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad;  Fleming,  on  the  Burlington 
railroad  east  of  Sterling;  Peetz  and 
Padroni,  on  the  Burlington  railroad 
north  of  Sterling;  and  Willard  and 
Stein,  on  the  Burlington  railroad  west 
of  Sterling. 

Special  Opportunities  —  There  is 
probably  400,000  acres  of  arable  land 
in  this  county  that  has  never  been 
broken.  Most  of  it  can  never  be  irri- 
gated, but  the  success  of  farming  with- 
out irrigation  here  in  the  past  ten 
years  has  demonstrated  that'  this  un- 
broken area  may  be  expected  to  be- 
come profitable  farming  land.  There 
is  also  room  for  considerable  agricul- 
tural development  in  the  cultivated 
areas  through  the  introduction  of  more 
intensive  methods  of  farming.  Dairy- 
ing is  rapidly  increasing  in  importance 
and  steps  are  being  taken  to  open  a 
large  milk  condensery  at  the  town  of 
Sterling,  which  would  result  in  a  big 
increase  of  the  number  of  dairy  cattle. 


MESA  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Mesa  county 
is  the  center  of  the  tier  of  western 
Colorado  counties  bordering  on  the 
state  of  Utah.  It  is  of  irregular  tri- 
angular shape,  with  an  extreme  length 
in  the  north  of  about  84  miles,  east 
and  west,  and  a  width  of  62  miles  on 
the  western  boundary  and  about  10 
miles  in  the  extreme  northeastern 
corner.  Its  area  is  2,024,320  acres,  or 
a  little  less  than  two-thirds  that  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut.  Its  surface  is 
extremely  varied  and  the  altitude 
ranges  from  about  4,360  feet,  at  the 
point  where  the  Grand  River  crosses 
the  western  boundary,  to  over  9,000 
feet  on  the  Uncompahgre  plateau,  in 
the  south,  and  about  10,000  feet  on  the 
Battlement  mesa,  in  the  northeast. 

Early  History  —  Captain  Gunnison's 
expedition  passed  down  the  Gunnison 
river  to  its  confluence  with  the  Grand 
river,  and  thence  west  along  the 
Grand  river  into  Utah,  in  1853.  Gun- 
nison regarded  this  as  a  desert  region 
of  no  value  for  agricultural  purposes. 
This  was  included  in  the  territory 
claimed  by  the  Ute  Indians,  and  no 
settlements  were  made  here  during 
the  early  history  of  Colorado,  prin- 
cipally because  of  the  hostile  attitude 
of  these  red  men.     In  the  summer  of 
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1S81  these  Indians  were  removed  by 
treaty  to  the  Uinta  reservation,  in 
Utah,  and  late  in  that  year  the  terri- 
tory included  in  Mesa  county  was 
thrown  open  to  settlement.  Farmers 
and  stockmen  immediately  came  in  in 
great  numbers,  among  them  being 
George  A.  Crawford  of  Kansas,  who, 
with  a  party  of  ranchmen,  chose  the 
junction  of  the  Grand  and  Gunnison 
rivers  as  the  site  for  a  town.  They 
laid  out  the  new  settlement  in  the  fall 
of  1881  and  at  once  began  the  construc- 
tion of  Grand  Junction.  This  is  now 
the  "metropolis  of  the  western  slope." 
The  county  was  organized  in  1883  from 
a  part  of  Gunnison  county,  and  received 
its  name  from  the  great  tableland  on 
its  eastern  side, called  Battlement  mesa. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  agricultural 
land  here  lies  largely  in  the  valleys  of 
the  Grand  and  Gunnison  rivers.  In  the 
northern  part  there  are  two  prominent 
ridges  extending  into  the  county.  The 
Battlement  mesa  lies  between  the 
Grand  and  Gunnison  rivers  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county  and  contains 
the  highest  elevations.  The  Book  Cliff 
hills,  so  called  for  their  variegated 
stratification,  resembling  the  marbled 
edges  of  a  book,  capped  with  an  almost 
level  stratum  of  fucoidal  sandstone 
representing  the  cover,  extend  south 
into  the  county  from  Garfield  county, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Grand  river. 
In  the  south  the  Uncompahgre  plateau 
extends  into  the  county  from  Montrose 
county  and  continues  into  Utah  under 
the  name  of  Pinon  Mesa.  The  river 
valleys  lie  between  these  mesas  and 
contain  some  of  the  best  agricultural 
land  in  Colorado.  The  soil  shows  a 
very  wide  range  in  character  and  tex- 
ture. In  the  Grand  valley  it  is  prin- 
cipally a  fine  sandy  loam,  with  com- 
paratively small  areas  of  clay  soil, 
l)opularly  known  as  Mesa  clay.  On  the 
higher  lands  the  soil  is  also  principally 
a  sandy  loam.  A  detailed  soil  survey 
of  the  Grand  valley  was  made  by  the 
bureau  of  soils  of  the  United  States 
department  of  agriculture  in  1905,  pub- 
lished in  1906. 

Population — The  population  of  Mesa 
county  has  grown  very  rapidly.  In 
1890  it  was  4,260;  in  1900  it  was  9,226, 
and  it  had  increased  to  22,197  in  1910. 
The  present  population  is  about  26,209. 
In  1910  the  foreign-born  po])ulation 
was  9.3  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  being  Ger- 
man, English,  Canadian  and  Italian. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

Grand  river,  the  largest  stream  in 
Colorado,  flows  through  the  north-cen- 
tral   part    of    the    county.     At    Grand 


Junction  it  is  joined  by  the  Gunnison 
river.  These  two  streams  carry  water 
for  the  irrigation  of  much  more  land 
than  is  now  being  watered  along  their 
courses.  There  are  numerous  small 
tributary  streams,  most  of  which  carry 
plenty  of  water  throughout  the  year. 
Domestic  water  in  the  valley  sections 
is  obtained  principally  from  cisterns, 
filled  through  filters  from  the  irrigat- 
ing canals. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  dairying, 
fruitraising,  bee  keeping,  coal  mining, 
metal  mining  and  manufacturing. 
Farming  is  followed  principally  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Grand  and  Gunnison 
rivers  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Plateau 
creek,  a  stream  which  flows  into  the 
Grand  river  from  the  Battlement  mesa. 
In  the  Grand  and  Gunnison  valleys 
farming  operations  are  successful  only 
where  land  is  irrigated,  the  rainfall 
being  insuflficient  to  produce  good 
crops  without  irrigation.  In  the 
Plateau  valley  the  rainfall  is  much 
higher,  but  there  is  an  abundance  of 
water  to  supply  more  land  than  is  now 
being  farmed  here,  available  from 
Plateau  creek  and  its  tributaries. 
Farming  without  irrigation  has  been 
successfully  accomplished  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Glade  park  district,  com- 
prising about  four  townships  on  Pinon 
mesa  at  an  altitude  of  7,000  feet. 
About  half  of  the  district  is  moun- 
tain sage  brush  land,  the  remainder 
in  pine,  pinon  and  cedar.  Fairly  good 
crops  of  cereals  have  been  produced, 
while  potatoes  and  root  crops  are  par- 
ticularly fine.  No  scientific  dry-farm- 
ing system  has  ever  been  employed, 
however.  Stockraising  and  stockfeed- 
ing  are  followed  very  extensively  in 
the  valleys,  and  thousands  of  cattle 
and  sheep  are  grazed  on  the  excellent 
pasture  lands  of  the  higher  mesas. 
The  cattle  and  hogs  are  for  the  most 
part  high  grade,  there  being  several 
herds  of  registered  dairy  and  beef 
cattle  as  well  as  registered  hogs.  The 
Book  Cliff  coal  field  lies  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county  and  extends 
into  the  Grand  mesa.  The  coal  de- 
posits are  very  extensive  and  range 
in  character  from  bituminous  to  an- 
thracite. There  has  been  some  metal 
mining  in  the  county,  but  the  mineral- 
ized districts  lie  chiefly  remote  from 
transportation  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  and  have  been  but  little 
developed.  The  first  sugar  factory  in 
Colorado  was  built  at  Grand  Junction 
in  1896  and  is  still  in  operation.  Plans 
are  now  under  way  for  the  develop- 
ment of  rich  shale  lands  lying  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  and  a  plant 
for   extracting  oil   and   other  valuable 
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products  from  this  shale  has  been  es- 
tablished at  the  town  of  De  Beque. 
Grand  valley  is  one  of  the  best  fruit 
growing  districts  in  Colorado,  the  prin- 
cipal fruits  grown  being  peaches,  pears 
and  apples.  There  are  three  cream- 
eries, one  each  at  CoUbran,  Mesa  and 
Grand  Junction.  Summer  dairying  on 
Battlement  mesa  is  a  growing  indus- 
try. There  are  two  fruit  and  vege- 
table canning  plants,  one  at  Grand 
Junction  and  one  at  Appleton,  on  the 
line  of  the  interurban  railway.  A  300- 
barrel  flouring  mill  at  Grand  Junction 
utilizes  all  of  the  wheat  and  more 
than  is  grown  in  the  county.  There  is 
also  a  small  custom  mill  in  the  Plateau 
valley.  Twelve  or  fourteen  wholesale 
houses  make  Grand  Junction  their  dis- 
tributing point  for  the  intermountain 
region  and  maintain  offices  and  ware- 
houses there.  Other  industries  are  a 
chemical  manufacturing  plant,  two 
planing  mills,  an  ice  plant  and  a  cus- 
tom foundry. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  sugar  beets, 
wheat,  oats,  corn,  rye,  barley,  potatoes, 
beans,  garden  vegetables,  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  plums,  apricots,  cher- 
ries and  small  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  carnotite,  clays,  coal,  copper, 
hellarite,  barite,  gypsum,  molybdenite, 
mica,  oil  shale,  petroleum,  building 
sand,  granite,  some  limestone  and 
sandstone.  Several  large  specimens  of 
petrified  dinosaurs  have  been  taken 
from  the  Juras-Triassic  formations 
south  of  Grand  Junction  and  Fruita 
to  museums  in  the  east. 

Timber — There  is  some  timber  on 
the  Battlement  mesa  and  the  Uncom- 
pahgre  plateau,  principally  pine,  cedar 
and  pinon. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  330,554  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  16  per  cent  of  the 
total  area.  According  to  the  records 
of  the  county  assessor,  8,199  acres  of 
this  is  improved  fruit  land,  78,450  acres 
irrigated  land,  228,360  acres  grazing 
land  and  the  remainder  coal  and  min- 
eral land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  There  is  but  285 
acres  of  state  land  in  this  county,  this 
territory  having  been  included  in  the 
Uinta  Indian  reservation  when  selec- 
tions of  state  land  were  made.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  957,455  acres  of 
government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  most  of  which  is  of  compara- 
tively little  value  except  for  grazing 
purposes.      The    national    forest    area 


is  495,%8  acres.  Irrigated  land  here 
sells  at  from  $50  to  $250  an  acre,  while 
bearing  orchards  bring  as  high  as  $400 
an  acre.  Nonirrigated  land,  valuable 
principally  for  grazing  purposes,  sells 
at  from  $5  to  $40  an  acre.  The  United 
States  reclamation  service  is  complet- 
ing an  irrigation  system  to  water  53,- 
000  acres  of  land  lying  principally 
north  of  the  Grand  river,  the  water 
being  brought  to  the  land  by  a  diver- 
sion canal  leaving  the  Grand  river  a 
few  miles  above  Palisade.  About 
22,900  acres  of  land  under  this  project 
is  patented,  9,800  acres  has  been  en- 
tered subject  to  the  terms  of  the  recla- 
mation act,  and  a  considerable  amount 
was  withdrawn  pending  the  opening 
of  the  project.  This  land  was  opened  to 
entry  early  in  1918  and  most  of  it  has 
been  filed  on. 

Transportation — The  main  lines  of 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  and  the  Colo- 
rado Midland  railroads  follow  in  gen- 
eral the  course  of  the  Grand  river 
west  to  Grand  Junction,  and  the  former 
continues  west  into  Utah.  Trains  are 
not  operating  over  the  latter  at  the 
present  time  and  it  may  be  perma- 
nently abandoned.  A  branch  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad 
leaves  the  main  line  at  Grand  Junction 
and  runs  southeast  along  the  Gunnison 
river  to  Delta  and  Montrose,  from 
which  point  it  is  narrow  gauge,  one 
branch  running  south  to  Durango  and 
the  other  east  to  a  junction  with  the 
main  line  at  Salida.  The  Uinta  rail- 
road leaves  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad  at  Mack  and  runs  northwest 
into  Garfield  county  and  north  to 
Dragon,  Utah.  An  electric  railway 
system  extends  from  Grand  Junction 
thrpugh  the  principal  orchard  districts 
to  Fruita.  The  company  is  consider- 
ing an  extension  of  its  line  to  Mack 
to  connect  with  the  Uinta  railroad. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
ways are  the  Rainbow  Route,  which 
follows  the  Gunnison  river  to  Grand 
Junction,  and  the  Midland  Trail,  which 
follows  the  Grand  river  and  joins  the 
Rainbow  Route  at  Grand  Junction. 
The  joint  route  extends  westward,  fol- 
lowing in  general  the  line  of  the  Den- 
ver &  Rio  Grande  railroad  to  Utah 
and  on  to  Salt  Lake  City.  There  are 
numerous  county  highways,  a  total  of 
about  2,300  miles,  generally  well  im- 
proved and  maintained.  State  Route 
No.  65,  extending  from  a  junction  with 
the  Midland  Trail  on  Plateau  creek  to 
a  junction  with  the  Rainbow  Route  at 
Delta,  passes  over  the  summit  of  Bat- 
tlement mesa  through  a  region  dotted 
with  more  than  a  hundred  beautiful 
lakes  stocked  with  mountain  trout. 
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Educational — There  are  50  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  200 
teachers.  A  full  highschool  course  is 
offered  in  the  schools  at  Grand 
Junction,  Fruita,  Appleton,  Fruitva'le, 
Mt.  Lincoln,  Palisade,  De  Beque,  and 
Collbran,  while  the  schools  at  Loma 
and  Mesa  give  two  years  of  highschool 
work  and  that  at  Whitewater  one  year. 
There  are  consolidated  schools  at  Ap- 
pleton, Fruitvale  and  Loma.  The  state 
owns  a  tract  of  147  acres  one  mile 
east  of  Grand  Junction,  formerly  the 
Teller  Indian  school.  It  has  numerous 
brick  buildings  and  would  be  suitable 
for  a  secondary  agricultural  school  as- 
sociated with  the  State  Agricultural 
college.  A  private  business  college  in 
Grand  Junction,  the  curriculum  of 
which  embraces  commercial  subjects, 
stenography  and  typewriting,  ad- 
vanced accounting,  telegraphy,  etc., 
draws  students  from  all  of  the  western 
slope  of  the  state  and  from  eastern 
Utah. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  of 
the  Grand  valley  is  perhaps  the  most 
delightful  climate  in  Colorado.  The 
rainfall  here  is  extremely  light,  being 
less  than  10  inches.  The  percentage 
of  sunshine  is  higher  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  state,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  the  San  Luis  valley.  The 
summers  are  long  and  warm,  with 
moderately  cool  nights.  The  winters 
are  not  subject  to  extremely  low  tem- 
peratures, and  there  is  little  snowfall. 
On  the  high  lands  on  the  Battlement 
mesa  and  the  Uncompahgre  plateau 
the  climate  is  somewhat  more  severe, 
with  much  heavier  rainfall.  The 
average  annual  precipitation  on  the 
Battlement  mesa  ranges  from  15  to  20 
inches,  and  on  the  Uncompahgre 
plateau  from  15  to  25  inches.  North 
and  south  of  the  Grand  and  Gunnison 
rivers  the 'rainfall  varies  from  10  to 
15  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions — Tourist  travel 
to  Grand  Junction  and  the  fruit  grow- 
ing districts  of  Grand  valley  has  al- 
ways been  heavy.  The  completion  of 
the  Midland  Trail  and  the  Rainbow 
Route  has  greatly  increased  automobile 
travel  in  the  past  few  years.  There  is 
much  attractive  scenery  on  the  higher 
lands  of  the  Battlement  mesa  and  the 
Uncompahgre  plateau,  and  travel  into 
this  territory  is  being  gradually  in- 
creased as  automobile  routes  are  being 
extended.  The  lakes  on  Battlement 
mesa,  reached  by  State  Route  No.  65, 
offer  a  delightful  place  for  summer  out- 
ings. The  altitude  is  from  9,000  to  10,- 
000  feet.  The  lakes  are  well  stocked 
with  trout.  There  are  many  beautiful 
camping  spots  in  parks,  surrounded  by 


aspens  and  pines.  The  Colorado  na- 
tional monument,  about  25  square 
miles,  lies  within  six  miles  of  Grand 
Junction  to  the  west.  Within  it  is 
Monument  canon,  so  named  from  the 
cathedral  spires  and  other  curious  for- 
mations in  red  sandstone,  which  are 
among  the  most  impressive  scenic  at- 
tractions in  the  state. 

Cities  and  Towns — Grand  Junction, 
the  countyseat  and  principal  town,  lies 
on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad 
at  the  junction  of  the  Grand  and  Gun- 
nison rivers,  near  the  central  part  of 
the  county.  It  is  the  principal  shipping 
point  and  trading  center  of  the  entire 
western  slope  and  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  cities  in  Colorado,  having 
the  commission  form  of  government. 
It  owns  its  water  system,  bringing  the 
purest  of  mountain  water  a  distance 
of  26  miles.  Palisade,  on  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  railroad,  northeast  of 
Grand  Junction,  is  the  center  of  the 
most  important  fruitraising  district 
in  the  county.  Among  the  other  towns 
are  Fruita,  Loma  and  Mack,  in  the 
lower  Grand  valley;  Collbran,  in  the 
Plateau  valley;  and  Whitewater,  on 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad, 
southeast  of  Grand  Junction;  De 
Beque,  in  the  oil  shale  country  along 
the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad,  in 
the  northern  part,  and  Clifton,  on^the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  and  Colorado 
Midland  railroads,  east  of  Grand  Junc- 
tion. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  a 
very  large  undeveloped  area  in  this 
county.  The  rainfall  is  generally  in- 
sufficient for  successful  farming  op- 
erations without  irrigation,  but  in  re- 
cent years  nonirrigated  farming  has 
been  gradually  increased  and  has  been 
proving  moderately  successful.  There 
are  large  areas  of  mineralized  land  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  which 
promise  much  for  development  when 
adequate  transportation  facilities  are 
provided.  Some  of  the  richest  oil 
shale  deposits  in  the  United  States  are 
found  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  principally  in  the  neighborhood 
of  De  Beque.  Recent  experiments 
have  shown  that  these  shales  carry 
from  10  to  90  gallons  of  oil  per  ton  of 
shale,  or  even  more.  In  addition  to 
the  oil  this  shale  also  contains  large 
amounts  of  ammonium  sulphate,  dye 
stuffs  and  other  valuable  products. 
There  has  been  comparatively  little 
development  of  these  raw  natural  re- 
sources, but  active  development  op- 
erations are  now  under  way.  A  large 
plant  for  the  recovery  of  oil  from  shale 
has  been  erected  at  De  Beque  and 
plans  are  under  way  for  similar  planta 
in  other  parts  of  the  district. 
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MINERAL  COUNTY 

General     Description — M  i  n  e  r  a  1 

county  lies  in  the  south-central  part 
of  the  state,  just  west  of  the  San  Luis 
valley  and  near  the  crest  of  the  con- 
tinent. ■  It  is  of  a  rectangular  outline, 
with  an  extreme  length,  north  and 
south,  of  40  miles  and  an  extreme 
width  of  24  miles.  The  area  is  554,240 
acres,  about  130,000  acres  less  than  the 
area  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The 
^  surface  is  generally  rugged  and  moun- 
tainous and  the  altitude  varies  from 
8,250  feet,  where  the  Rio  Grande  river 
crosses  the  eastern  boundary,  to  more 
than  13,000  feet  at  the  summits  of 
peaks  in  the  San  Juan  range. 

Early  History — The  first  white  visi- 
tors in  the  territory  now  comprising 
Mineral  county  were  perhaps  Spanish 
explorers  and  fortune  hunters  who 
passed  up  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande 
river  in  search  of  gold.  So  far  as  is 
known  the  first  English  speaking 
white  people  to  visit  the  territory  were 
members  of  a  party  of  explorers  who 
followed  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  head- 
waters, in  1821-2.  According  to  the 
diary  of  Jacob  Fowler,  a  member  of 
this  party,  they  passed  through  what 
is  now  Mineral  county  in  1822.  John 
C.  Fremont's  ill-fated  fourth  expedi- 
tion, in  search  of  a  practical  route 
across  the  Rockies  to  the  Pacific, 
crossed  this  territory  in  the  fall  of 
1848  and  was  broken  up  near  the  Con- 
tinental divide  in  December  of  that 
year.  Some  of  its  members  followed 
the  Rio  Grande  back  into  the  San 
Luis  valley,  suffering  untold  hardships 
from  the  severe  winter.  In  1890  Nich- 
olas C.  Creede,  an  experienced  pros- 
pector, found  indications  of  pay  ore  in 
the  mountains  above  Wagon  Wheel 
Gap.  He  investigated  and  located  a 
mineral  vein  which  he  named  the 
Holy  Moses,  but  which  never  proved  a 
valuable  mine,  although  some  ore  was 
taken  out.  Soon  after,  Charles  F.  Nel- 
son located  the  Solomon  and  other 
claims.  A  little  town  soon  was  estab- 
lished on  Willow  creek,  where  the 
town  of  Creede  now  stands.  Reports 
of  rich  discoveries  were  spread  abroad 
and  in  the  spring  of  1891  there  was  a 
great  rush  of  prospectors  and  fortune 
hunters  to  the  new  camp.  It  was  first 
called  "King  Solomon  mining  dis- 
trict," but  was  later  called  Creede,  in 
honor  of  the  discoverer  of  the  first 
quartz  veins.  The  Sunnyside  camp,  3 
miles  west  of  Creede,  was  the  first 
mining  camp  in  this  locality,  and  the 
Corsair  Mining  company  took  out 
some  very  rich  ore  early  in  the  90's. 
The  Amethyst  vein  was  located  in 
August,  1891,  having  ore  which  yielded 


from  $35  to  $5,000  a  ton.  The  San  Luis 
valley  branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad  was  completed  to 
Creede  in  1891  and  Creede  became  one 
of  the  livest  mining  camps  in  the 
state.  The  county  was  created  in  1893 
from  parts  of  Hinsdale,  Rio  Grande 
and  Saguache  counties. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is  ex- 
tremely rugged  except  for  a  few  nar- 
row valleys,  which  contain  some  land 
suitable  for  irrigation.  The  soil  is 
very  fertile  in  these  valleys  and  raises 
good  crops  of  wild  hay,  potatoes  and 
vegetables.  There  is  a  limited  amount 
of  agricultural  land  in  the  county. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  1,239,  as  compared  with  1,913  in 
1900.  It  is  perhaps  somewhat  smaller 
at  present  than  it  was  in  1910.  The 
native  white  population  in  1910  was 
86  per  cent  of  the  total,  but  the  per- 
centage is  perhaps  somewhat  greater 
today.  Previous  to  the  war  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  population  was  German 
and  English. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Rio  Grande  river,  which  has  its  source 
in  the  San  Juan  mountains  further 
west,  flows  through  the  county  and, 
with  its  tributaries,  affords  the  only 
drainage.  There  are  numerous  smal- 
ler streams  here,  tributaries  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  all  those  flowing  from  the 
south  having  their  sources  in  the  San 
Juan  mountains,  and  those  flowing 
from  the  north  rising  near  the  Con- 
tinental divide.  They  carry  plenty  of 
water  throughout  the  year.  The  water 
supply  is  fully  adequate  for  all  pur- 
poses, its  principal  use  being  for  the 
ranches  and  mines. 


Industries — Mining  is  the  principal 
industry.  There  is  little  land  suitable 
for  cultivation,  the  report  of  the  county 
assessor  showing  only  about  3,000 
acres  being  farmed  in  1917.  There  is 
considerable  grazing  land  in  the  moun- 
tain valleys,  lying  chiefly  within  the 
national  forests,  and  stockraising  is 
followed  to  a  considerable  extent. 
There  is  good  timber  on  the  mountain 
slopes  and  lumbering  and  tie-making 
are  followed  in  a  small  way. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  gold,  silver,  copper,  sulphur, 
barium,  lead,  zinc,  fluorspar,  alunite, 
sand,  sandstone  and  other  building 
stone.  Gold,  silver,  lead,  copper  and 
zinc  have  been  produced  in  consider- 
able quantities  and  are  still  being  pro- 
duced, the  most  important  mines  being 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Creede.  Fluor- 
spar has  been  produced  at  Wagon 
Wheel  Gap  and  is  now  one  of  the 
main  products.     Sulphur  is  now  being 
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produced  in  considerable  quantities  at 
Trout  Creek,  southwest  of  Creede. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  county,  principally  pine  and 
spruce. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  29,502  acres  of 
patented  land  in  the  county,  or  only 
about  5  per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of 
this  amount,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  county  assessor,  605  acres  is 
irrigated  farm  land,  2,798  acres  natural 
hay  land.  16,214  acres  grazing  land. 
6,310  acres  arid  land  and  the  remain- 
der mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  There 
is  but  953  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land  in  the  county  and  no  govern- 
ment land  open  to  homestead  entry. 
The  national  forest  area  is  518,648 
acres. 

Transportation — The  San  Luis  val- 
ley branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad  has  its  terminus  at  Creede. 
the  countyseat,  and  is  the  only  rail- 
road in  the  county. 

Highways — The  Spanish  Trail,  a  pri- 
mary state  highway,  crosses  the  Con- 
tinental divide  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  county.  A  primary  state 
highway  leaves  this  road  at  South 
Fork,  in  Rio  Grande  county,  and  fol- 
lows the  Rio  Grande  river  to  Creede. 
and  on  to  the  Hinsdale  county  line. 
Here  it  strikes  westward  through  the 
mountains,  one  branch  going  to  Lake 
City,  in  Hinsdale  county,  and  another 
to  Silverton,  in  San  Juan  county. 
Autos  travel  to  Lake  City  up  to  snow- 
fall in  November  at  present,  and  ex- 
tensive improvements  are  contem- 
plated for  the  near  future.  There  are 
numerous  wagon  roads  and  trails, 
chiefly  for  the  movement  of  ore,  but 
most  sections  of  the  county  are  wholly 
inaccessible  by  automobiles. 

Educational — There  are  10  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  18 
teachers.  The  Mineral  county  high- 
school  at  Creede  offers  a  full  high- 
school  course.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
along  the  Rio  Grande  river,  averages 
about  15  inches  annually.  It  increases 
rapidly  as  the  altitude  increases,  being 
above  25  inches  along  the  crest  of  the 
San  Juan  mountains,  which  cross  the 
southwestern  part.  This  is  one  of  the 
heaviest  rainfall  sections  in  the  state, 
much  of  the  water  for  irrigation  of 
lands  in  the  San  Juan  valley  having  its 
origin  in  Mineral"  county.  The  climate 
is  rather  severe.     The    summers    are 


short,  and  usually  very  warm  in  the 
lower  altitudes.  There  is  frost  every 
month  in  the  year  in  the  higher  alti- 
tudes and  the  snowfall  during  the  win- 
ter is  exceptionally  heavy. 

Tourist  Attractions — Situated  as  it 
is,  near  the  crest  of  the  continent  and 
containing  the  headw^aters  of  many 
tributaries  of  the  Rio  Grande  river, 
this  county  contains  some  of  the  most 
magnificent  mountain  scenery  on  the 
American  continent.  One  of  its  dis- 
tinctive scenic  attractions  is  Wheeler 
national  monument,  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  county,  about  10  miles 
from  Wagon  Wheel  Gap,  and  13  miles 
from  Creede.  This  park  contains 
about  300^  acres  and  has  several  shel- 
ter places  for  visitors.  It  was  created 
by  presidential  proclamation  in  1908 
and  was  named  in  honor  of  Captain 
George  M.  Wheeler,  U.  S.  A.,  who  car- 
ried on  explorations  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  war  department  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Colorado  in  1874.  It  contains 
some  of  the  most  unique  and  fantastic 
rock  formations  to  be  found  any  place 
in  America,  in  some  respects  surpass- 
ing any  other  mountain  scenery  in 
Colorado.  This  park  may  be  reached 
over  a  horseback  trail  from  Creede. 
but  a  movement  is  now  under  way  to 
have  an  automobile  road  built  from 
the  mining  camp  to  the  monument. 
Since  the  route  lies  wholly  in  the  na- 
tional forest  and  the  improvements 
must  be  made  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment, there  is  little  chance  that  any- 
thing definite  will  be  accomplished 
before  1920.  There  is  also  much 
beautiful  mountain  scenery  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  that 
needs  further  transportation  to  make 
it  accessible.  The  Spanish  Trail,  re- 
cently completed,  has  greatly  in- 
creased tourist  travel  to  this  section. 
Most  of  the  mountain  streams  within 
the  county  afford  good  trout  fishing. 
The  Wagon  Wheel  Gap  Hot  Springs 
hotel  has  a  two  plunge  bath  house 
which  cost  $35,000  and  the  water  is 
supplied  from  natural  hot  springs  on 
the  ground,  having  exceptional  me- 
dicinal qualities. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Creede,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  the 
western  terminus  of  the  Arkansas  val- 
ley branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad.  It  is  located  at  the  mouth 
of  one  of  the  gulches  from  which  most 
of  Mineral  county's  metal  wealth  has 
been  taken.  Wagon  Wheel  Gap,  on 
the  Denver  «fe  Rio  Grande  railroad  and 
the  Rio  Grande  river,  southeast  of 
Creede,  is  in  the  center  of  a  pros- 
perous grazing  district  and  is  noted 
for  its  picturesque  scenery.     The  hot 
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springs  located  here  are  becoming 
more  popular  with  tourists  and  health 
seekers  every  year. 

Special  Opportunities — Most  of  the 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
direction  of  mining  development. 
Though  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead  and 
zinc  have  been  produced  in  consider- 
able quantities  from  the  county  con- 
tinuously since  1891,  they  have  come 
almost  wholly  from  the  Creede  district. 
This  has  been  one  of  the  largest  silver- 
producing  districts  of  Colorado.  In  the 
mountains  further  west  and  south 
there  is  an  immense  area  of  presum- 
ably mineralized  land  which  has  never 
been  adequately  prospected.  This  is 
not  an  exceptionally  rugged  district 
nor  difficult  of  access,  but  is  wholly 
without  transportation  facilities.  It  is 
not  inconceivable  that  rich  mineral 
deposits  may  soon  be  discovered  and 
opened  up  in  this  area.  There  is  518,- 
993  acres  of  national  forests  in  the 
county,  or  more  than  93  per  cent  of 
the  entire  area.  This  territory  is  all 
open  to  prospecting  and  entry  under 
the  public  land  laws,  and  claims,  after 
the  existence  of  mineral  bodies  has 
been  proved,  may  be  filed  upon  and 
patented  the  same  as  on  public  lands 
not  within  the  forest  areas. 


MOFFAT  COUNTY 

General  Description — Moffat  county 
is  in  the  extreme  northwestern  cor- 
ner of  the  state,  the  northern  bound- 
ary being  formed  by  the  state  of 
Wyoming  and  the  western  boundary 
by  the  state  of  Utah.  It  is  a  perfect 
rectangle  in  shape,  with  the  exception 
of  slight  irregularities  on  the  eastern 
boundary.  Its  extreme  length,  east  and 
west,  is  about  91  miles  and  its  width 
is  about  55  miles.  Its  area  is  3,033,600 
acres,  or  about  50,000  acres  less  than 
that  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  It  is 
the  second  county  in  size  in  Colorado, 
being  surpassed  only  by  Las  Animas 
county.  In  surface  it  is  a  broken 
plateau,  becoming  slightly  mountain- 
ous in  the  northeast  and  in  the  ex- 
treme northwest.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  5,400  feet  at  the  point 
where  the  Yampa  river  crosses  the 
western  boundary,  to  about  7,600  feet 
in  the  extreme  northeastern  part. 

Early  History — The  territory  now  in- 
cluded in  Moffat  county  was  visited  by 
many  early  prospectors  and  trappers. 
The  first  known  white  settler  was  Jim 
Baker,  who  built  a  log  cabin  in  the 
Snake  river  valley  near  the  Wyoming 
line,  in  the  early  40's,  and  lived  there 
for  a  great  many  years.  About  1864 
prospectors  discovered  gold  in  the  vi- 


cinity of  Hahns  peak,  in  Routt  county, 
and  some  of  them  wandered  west  into 
what  is  now  Moffat  county.  No  dis- 
coveries of  gold  were  made  in  this 
county  until  a  good  many  years  later. 
The  county  was  organized  in  1911  from 
the  western  part  of  Routt  county,  and 
named  in  honor  of  David  H.  Moffat, 
builder  of  the  "Moffat"  railroad  and 
one  of  the  best  known  of  Colorado's 
pioneers. 

Surface  and  Soil — This  county  is  a 
portion  of  a  vast  plateau,  across  which 
numerous  streams  have  cut  deep  val- 
leys and  in  some  cases  narrow,  pre- 
cipitous canons.  The  valleys  are  level 
and  fertile  and  between  them  are  nu- 
merous mesas,  most  of  which  contain 
considerable  good  agricultural  land. 
The  surface  becomes  mountainous  in 
the  northeast  and  very  rugged  and 
hilly  in  the  northwest.  The  soil 
is  principally  sandy  loam,  with 
a  very  wide  range  of  color  and 
texture.  It  is  usually  very  deep  and 
well  suited  for  the  raising  of  most 
crops  grown  in  this  latitude.  No  de- 
tailed soil  survey  of  this  area  Is 
available. 

Population — Since  the  county  was 
organized  in  1911  there  are  no  data 
available  showing  its  population  as 
returned  by  the  1910  census,  it  being 
up  to  that  time  a  part  of  Routt  county. 
The  present  population  is  about  5,800, 
This  is  almost  exclusively  a  rural 
population.  The  percentage  of  for- 
eign-bom inhabitants  is  very  small,  as 
it  is  in  other  agricultural  districts  in 
the  state.  The  population  has  grown 
•very  rapidly  in  the  past  three  years,  as 
a  result  of  the  settling  up  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  homestead  land. 

Drainage     and    Water    Supply — The 

Yampa,  or  Bear  river  has  its  source  in 
Routt  county  and  flows  west  through 
the  center  of  Moffat  county,  emptying 
into  the  Green  river  near  the  western 
boundary.  It  is  fed  by  numerous 
tributaries,  most  of  which  carry  only 
a  limited  supply  of  water  during  the 
drier  parts  of  the  year.  Some  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  is  drained 
by  tributaries  of  the  White  river.  The 
Yampa  river  and  the  Little  Snake 
river,  its  principal  tributary  in  Moffat 
county,  both  carry  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  water  the  year  round.  These 
and  other  small  streams  contain  water 
for  many  times  as  much  land  as  is 
now  being  irrigated.  Water  for  do- 
mestic purposes  in  most  sections  is 
obtained  from  wells  and  is  reached  at 
depths  varying  from  4  feet  to  65  feet. 

Industries — Farming  and  stockrais- 
ing  are  the  principal  industries.    There 
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is  some  coal  mining,  but  the  vast  coal 
deposits  of  the  county  are  almost 
wholly  undeveloped  because  of  lack  of 
transportation  facilities.  There  has 
been  some  mining,  but  the  mineralized 
areas  are  remote  from  transportation 
and  their  development  at  present  is 
not  profitable.  Agriculture  and  stock- 
raising  in  the  past  have  been  carried 
on  principally  along  the  Yampa  and 
Little  Snake  rivers,  but  in  the  past 
two  or  three  years  considerable  agri- 
cultural development  has  taken  place 
on  the  high  land  northeast  of  Craig. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, timothy,  alsike,  wild  hay,  small 
grains,  forages,  potatoes  and  garden 
vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  carnotite,  asphaltum  and 
kindred  bituminous  products,  clays, 
copper,  zinc,  coal,  gold,  oil  shale,  sil- 
ver, sandstone  and  other  building 
stones.  Vast  deposits  of  oil  shale,  as- 
phaltum and  elaterite  are  among  the 
county's  richest  resources. 

Timber — There  is  some  timber  on 
the  high  lands  in  most  sections  of  the 
county.  It  is  heaviest  in  the  north- 
eastern portion,  being  principally  pine 
and  spruce  in  this  region.  Elsewhere 
cedar  is  about  the  only  timber  found. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  191,557  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  6  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor,  16,558  acres  of  this 
is  irrigated  farm  land,  6,242  acres 
natural  hay  land,  48,219  acres  nonirri- 
gated  farming  land,  107,509  acres  graz- 
ing land  and  the  remainder  coal  and 
mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  On  January 
1,  1919,  there  was  189,711  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
including  a  considerable  amount  of 
land  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes. 
On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  1,728,863 
acres  of  government  land  open,  to 
homestead  entry,  including  some  good 
agricultural  land  and  a  large  amount 
of  good  grazing  land,  all  remote  from 
railroads.  This  county  has  more  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry 
than  any  other  county  in  the  state. 
The  national  forest  area  is  37,535 
acres.  Irrigated  land  sells  here  at 
from  $50  to  $150  an  acre  and  nonirri- 
gated  land,  including  grazing  land,  at 
from  $5  to  $r)0  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  only  railroad 
in  this  county  is  the  Denver  &  Salt 
Lake  railway,  which  extends  west  as 
far  as  Craig,  the  countyseat,  or  a  dis- 


tance of  only  about  six  miles  into  the 
county.  The  route  of  the  proposed 
extension  of  this  road  follows  in  a  gen- 
eral way  the  Yampa  river  westward 
through  the  county  into  Utah. 

Higliways — ^The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Vernal  road,  which  follows 
in  a  general  way  the  valley  of  the 
Yampa  river  west  to  Sunbeam,  thence 
south  and  west  across  Wolf  creek  to 
the  "K"  ranch,  thence  into  Utah  and 
on  to  Salt  Lake  City.  A  good  state 
road  runs  south  from  Craig  to  Meeker, 
the  countyseat  of  Rio  Blanco  county, 
where  it  joins  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean 
to  Ocean  highway.  Another  road  runs 
north  from  Craig  to  Wamsutter,  Wyo. 
Although  this  is  a  new  county,  a  com- 
prehensive road  program  is  being  car- 
ried out  and  county  and  neighborhood 
roads  are  being  rapidly  improved.  The 
county  road  fund  for  1919  is  approxi- 
mately $40,000. 

Educational — There  are  35  district 
public  schools  in  the  county,  employing 
50  teachers.  A  full  four-year  high- 
school  course  is  offered  in  the  school 
at  Craig  and  the  school  at  Maybell 
gives  three  years  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  average 
annual  rainfall  varies  from  13  to  20 
inches,  being  heaviest  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  parts.  In  the  principal 
agricultural  territory  in  the  western 
part  the  rainfall  is  from  14  to  16 
inches.  The  climate  is  comparatively 
mild,  though  the  winters  are  somewhat 
long,  with  moderately  heavy  rainfall. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  The  scenery 
in  this  county  is  rich  and  varied,  but 
is  comparatively  little  known,  for  the 
reason  that  transportation  facilities 
have  been  so  imperfect  as  to  make  it 
almost  impossible  for  tourists  to  visit 
this  section  of  the  state.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  Vernal  highway  has 
greatly  increased  motor  tourist  travel, 
and  this  section  of  Colorado  is  rapidly 
increasing  in  popularity  among  sum- 
mer visitors.  There  is  good  fishing 
in  most  of  the  mountain  streams  and 
considerable  game  is  to  be  found  in 
most  sections  of  the  county. 

Cities  and  Towns — Craig,  the  county- 
seat,  is  the  principal  town.  It  is  the 
terminus  of  the  Denver  &  Salt  Lake 
railroad  and  has  grown  more  rapidly 
than  any  other  town  in  Colorado  in 
the  past  three  years.  The  Moffat 
county  courthouse  has  recently  been 
completed  here,  being  built  of  Moffat 
county  blue  sandstone.  It  cost  In  ex- 
cess of  $40,000  and  is  perhaps  the  fin- 
est building  in  northwestern  Colorado. 
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A  modern  brick  and  stone  highschool 
building  costing  about  $30,000  has  also 
been  completed  recently.  Other  towns 
are  Lay,  Maybell  and  Sunbeam,  on  the 
Yampa  highway;  Great  Divide,  in  the 
Iron  Springs  divide,  in  the  northern 
part;  and  Axial,  on  the  Craig-Meeker 
highway,  in  Axial  basin. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  development. 
There  is,  perhaps,  more  undeveloped 
agricultural  land  in  this  county  than 
in  any  other  county  in  the  state.  No 
county  has  so  much  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry,  including  so 
large  a  percentage  of  farm  land.  There 
is  also  a  considerable  amount  of  state 
land  in  the  county,  almost  wholly  un- 
developed. Land  prices  here  are  very 
low  on  account  of  the  fact  that  govern- 
ment land  may  be  obtained  practically 
without  cost.  The  coal  deposits  in 
this  county  are  among  the  richest  in 
Colorado.  There  are  also  valuable 
mineral  deposits  and  a  considerable 
area  of  mineralized  land  that  has  been 
very  imperfectly  prospected.  Develop- 
ment in  this  county,  however,  has  been 
retarded  by  lack  of  transportation 
facilities  and  will  continue  to  be  com- 
paratively slow  until  the  Denver  & 
Salt  Lake  railroad,  or  some  other  rail- 
road, is  extended  through  the  county. 


MONTEZUMA  COUNTY 

General  Description — Montezuma 
county  is  in  the  extreme  southwest 
corner  of  Colorado,  the  southern 
boundary  being  formed  by  New  Mexico 
and  the  western  boundary  by  Utah. 
It  is  of  an  irregular  rectangular  outline 
with  an  extreme  length,  east  and  west, 
of  about  50  miles  and  an  extreme 
width,  north  and  south,  of  about  38 
miles.  Its  area  is  1,312,640  acres,  or 
about  twice  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island.  It  is  a  broken  table  land  in 
the  south  and  west,  rising  rather  ab- 
ruptly to  the  summits  of  the  La  Plata 
mountains  in  the  northeast.  The  alti- 
tude ranges  from  about  5,600  feet  in 
the  southeast  to  nearly  13,000  feet  at 
the  summits  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  northeast. 

Early  History — The  first  known  in- 
habitants of  this  area  were  the  Aztecs 
or  Cliff  Dwellers,  who  at  one  time 
lived  in  large  numbers  here  and  in  ad- 
joining parts  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona 
and  Utah.  Extensive  ruins  of  their 
dwellings,  temples  and  even  of  cities 
of  considerable  size  are  found  in  many 
of  the  canons  in  the  southern  and  east- 
ern parts  of  the  county,  especially  in 
the    vicinity    of    the    Mesa    Verde    na- 


tional park.  The  first  known  white 
settlers  in  what  is  now  Montezuma 
county  came  in  1873,  soon  after  the 
treaty  of  peace  had  been  signed  with 
the  Indians  of  this  region.  There  was 
much  prospecting  for  gold  here,  but 
few  important  discoveries  were  made 
and  most  of  the  settlers  were  farmers, 
raising  excellent  crops  in  the  Mancos 
and  Montezuma  valleys.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1889,  being  formed 
from  the  western  part  of  La  Plata 
county,  and  was  named  for  a  famous 
ruler  of  the  Aztecs. 

Surface  and  Soil — In  the  western 
part  the  surface  is  a  high  table  land 
cut  by  numerous  streams,  all  tributary 
to  the  San  Juan  river.  Excellent  farm- 
ing land  is  to  be  found  in  the  narrow 
valleys  of  these  streams,  as  well  as  on 
many  of  the  high  mesas  lying  between 
them.  The  soil  is  a  sandy  loam,  very 
deep  and  fertile,  with  a  wide  range  of 
color  and  texture.  Further  east  the 
country  becomes  broken  and  mountain- 
ous, suitable  only  for  grazing  purposes. 
The  Montezuma  national  forest  in- 
cludes the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
county. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  5,029.  It  w^as  estimated  at  7,100 
at  the  beginning  of  1919.  It  is  entirely 
a  rural  population,  there  being  no 
cities  having  more  than  2,500  inhabi- 
tants. In  1910  85.5  per  cent  of  the  in- 
habitants were  native  whites  and  the 
percentage  of  foreign  population  is 
somewhat  lower  at  present.  There  is 
considerable  Indian  population,  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  being  an 
Indian  reservation. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

southern  and  western  parts  of  the 
county  are  drained  by  the  San  Juan 
river  and  its  tributaries,  while  the  Do- 
lores river  rises  in  the  northeastern 
part  and  drains  that  territory.  The 
principal  tributaries  of  the  San  Juan 
in  this  county  are  the  Mancos  river, 
St.  Elmo  creek  and  Cross  Canon  creek. 
Most  of  these  streams  have  their 
sources  in  a  region  of  high  rainfall  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county  and 
carry  plenty  of  water  for  irrigation 
purposes.  Domestic  water  is  obtained 
principally  from  wells  and  is  found  at 
depths  ranging  from  25  to  75  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  agriculture,  stockraising  and  min- 
ing. A  large  percentage  of  the  land  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county  is  suit- 
able for  cultivation  and  most  of  the 
higher  land  in  the  northwest  contains 
fine  grazing  area.  The  agricultural 
territory  is  very  imperfectly  devel- 
oped,  chiefly  because   of  the  lack   of 
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transportation  facilities.  In  the  moun- 
tainous section  in  the  northeast  there 
is  considerable  mineral,  and  metal 
mining  is  being  carried  on  to  a  lim- 
ited extent.  There  are  also  extensive 
coal  deposits  in  the  eastern  part  and 
some  coal  is  being  mined. 

Crops — ThQ  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  tame  hay,  wild  hay, 
oats,  barley,  corn,  potatoes,  garden 
vegetables,  apples  and  other  tree 
fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  aikinite,  clays,  coal,  gold, 
lead,  silver,  stone  and  sand.  Gold,  sil- 
ver, copper  and  lead  have  been  pro- 
duced in  considerable  quantities  and 
are  still  being  mined.  The  coal  de- 
posits are  bituminous  and  of  good 
quality. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  northeastern  part  and  some 
timber  on  the  higher  lands  in  other 
parts  of  the  county.  Pine  and  spruce 
predominate  in  the  northeast,  while 
cedar  and  pinon  are  more  common  in 
the  lower  altitudes. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  197,090  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  15  per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of 
this  amount,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  county  assessor,  751  acres  was 
improved  fruit  land,  36.277  acres  irri- 
gated farm  land,  26,134  acres  nonirri- 
gated  farm  land,  124,768  acres  grazing 
land  6,080  acres  timber  land,  and  the 
remainder  mineral  land,  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  was  32,494  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in  the 
county,  a  considerable  amount  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming  and  may 
be  purchased  through  the  state  land 
board  at  reasonable  prices  and  on  very 
favorable  terms.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  62,374  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  includ- 
ing some  good  agricultural  land  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county  at  consid- 
erable distance  from  a  railroad.  The 
national  forest  area  is  224,898  acres. 
Irrigated  land  here  sells  at  from  $30  to 
$150  an  acre  and  bearing  orchards 
bring  as  high  as  $200  an  acre.  Non- 
irrigated  land  sells  at  from  $5  to  $30 
an  acre  and  some  grazing  land  may 
be  purchased  for  less  than  $5. 

Transportation  —  The  Rio  Grande 
Southern  railroad,  a  narrow  gauge 
road,  enters  the  county  east  of  Mancos 
from  Durango,  runs  west  to  Dolores 
and  north  to  Ridgway  and  Montrose. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  road  leading  from  Durango 


to  Mancos,  Mesa  Verde  national  park 
and  Cortez.  An  extension  of  this  road 
has  been  improved  westward  into 
Utah  and  a  road  north  from  Cortez 
through  Dolores  and  San  Miguel  coun- 
ties to  a  connection  with  the  Rainbow 
Route  to  Montrose  is  partially  com- 
pleted, but  not  open  for  travel.  Nu- 
merous county  roads  are  in  a  general 
way  fairly  adequate  for  moving  crops 
to  market. 

Educational — There  are  34  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  59 
teachers.  The  highschools  at  Dolores, 
Mancos  and  Cortez  each  give  a  full 
highschool  course,  while  those  at 
Lewis  and  Arriola  offer  one  year  of 
highschool  work.  There  are  no  pri- 
vate schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  rainfall 
varies  from  13  to  17  inches  in  the  ag- 
ricultural districts  in  the  west  and 
south.  In  the  north  it  increases  rather 
rapidly,  being  about  25  inches  in  the 
extreme  northeast  corner.  The  cli- 
mate is  equable  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, especially  favorable  for  gen- 
eral farming,  fruitgrowing  and  stock- 
raising. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  The  Mesa 
Verde  national  park,  located  in  this 
county,  is  growing  rapidly  in  import- 
ance as  a  tourist  point.  Many  re- 
markable ruins  of  the  homes  of  an- 
cient Cliff  Dwellers  are  found  in  this 
region,  affording  one  of  the  principal 
tourist  attractions.  There  is  much 
fine  mountain  scenery  in  the  north- 
east, mostly  inaccessible  to  automo- 
bile travel.  Fairly  good  trout  fishing 
is  to  be  found  in  many  of  the  streams. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Cortez,  the 
countyseat,  is  located  near  the  center 
of  the  county  just  north  of  Mesa  Verde 
national  park.  Mancos,  the  principal 
Railroad  town  and  shipping  point,  is 
also  the  principal  gateway  to  the  Mesa 
Verde  national  park.  Dolores  is  also 
an  important  railway  town.  Other 
towns  are  Arriola,  Bear  Creek,  Leba- 
non, Lewis,  Yellow  Jacket  and  Sand- 
stone. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are 
along  the  line  of  agricultural  devel- 
opment. There  is  perhaps  room  for 
twice  as  large  a  rural  population  as 
the  county  now  supports,  though  any 
extensive  development  in  this  direc- 
tion will  probably  wait  upon  better 
railroad  facilities.  The  large  deposits 
of  coal  in  the  county  are  but  little 
worked,  because  of  remoteness  from 
markets.  There  is  considerable  min- 
eral area  which  offers  good  opportu- 
nities for  i)rospectors. 
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MONTROSE  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Montrose 
county  lies  somewhat  south  of  the 
west-central  part  of  this  state,  the 
western  boundary  being  formed  by  the 
state  of  Utah.  Its  outline  is  that  of  a 
•  double  rectangle  with  an  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  of  about  86  miles 
and  an  extreme  width  of  35  miles.  The 
area  is  1,448,96a  acres,  or  about  one- 
fourth  that  of  the  state  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. The  surface  in  general  is  a 
broken  table  land  crossed  by  numerous 
valleys  extending  generally  from  the 
southeast  to  the  northwest.  The  Un- 
compahgre  plateau  extends  northwest 
from  the  San  Juan  mountains  across 
the  central  part  of  the  county.  The 
altitude  varies  from  about  5,150  feet 
on  the  western  boundary  to  about 
9,600  feet  in  the  most  elevated  points 
of  the  Uncompahgre  plateau. 

Early  History  —  Montrose  county 
lies  north  of  the  sections  of  Colorado 
territory  visited  by  the  early  Spanish 
explorers  and  so  far  as  authentic  rec- 
ords go  none  of  these  fortune  hunters 
ever  entered  the  area  now  included  in 
this  county.  It  was  explored  in  1853 
by  a  party  headed  by  Captain  Gunni- 
son, but  at  that  time  was  thought  to 
be  unfit  for  cultivation.  This  terri- 
tory was  the  home  of  the  Ute  Indians 
when  first  visited  by  white  people.  A 
treaty  was  signed  between  the  United 
States  and  this  tribe  in  1880  and  in 
September,  1881,  the  Indians  were  re- 
moved to  the  Uinta  reservation  in 
Utah,  and  the  Uncompahgre  valley 
was  thrown  open  to  settlement.  Thou- 
sands of  homeseekers  flocked  into  this 
territory,  some  of  them  being  merely 
gold  seekers,  but  most  of  them 
farmers  and  stockmen.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1883  from  a  part  of 
Gunnison  county.  Stockraising  was 
then  the   principal  occupation. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Uncompahgre 
plateau  crosses  the  county  near  the 
central  part,  dividing  it  roughly  into 
two  rectangles  which  are  distinctly 
different  in  soil  and  general  condi- 
tions. The  eastern  section  is  an  ir- 
regular and  broken  table  land,  crossed 
in  the  northeast  corner  by  the  Gunni- 
son river  and  near  the  center  by  the 
Uncompahgre  river.  The  former 
stream  has  no  valley  worthy  of  note, 
but  the  Uncompahgre  valley  contains 
a  large  area  of  agricultural  land,  in- 
cluding some  of  the  best  general  farm- 
ing land  in  western  Colorado.  The 
western  rectangle  is  drained  by  the 
Dolores  river  and  contains  considera- 
ble good  farming  land  in  the  valleys 
of    this    stream    and    its    tributaries. 


Much  of  the  area  in  this  region  is 
covered  with  shale  and  similar  forma- 
tions and  is  of  little  value  for  farm- 
ing purposes.  The  soils  of  the  county 
are  greatly  varied  in  character,  being 
chocolate  colored  loam  on  the  higher 
areas,  such  as  Bostwick  park  and  Log 
Hill  mesa;  sandy  loam  on  the  mesa 
west  of  the  Uncompahgre  river  in  the 
Paradox  valley;  clayey  loam  along  the 
San  Miguel  and  Uncompahgre  rivers, 
and  adobe  along  the  east  side  of  the 
Uncompahgre  river.  A  detailed  soil 
survey  of  the  Uncompahgre  valley  was 
made  by  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the 
United  States  department  of  agricul- 
ture in  1910  and  published  in  1912. 
No  soil  survey  of  the  western  part  of 
the  county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  10,291  as  compared  with  4,535  in 
1900.  The  present  population  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  14,000.  In  1910  native 
white  people  made  up  90.7  per  cent  of 
the  entire  population.  The  percentage 
of  foreign-born  population  is  perhaps 
somewhat  lower  now  that  it  was  then. 
Previous  to  the  war  the  principal  for- 
eign nationalities  represented  were 
German,  Russian,  English  and  Ca-. 
nadian. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply — The 

eastern  part  of  the  county  is  drained 
by  the  Gunnison,  Cimarron  and  Un- 
compahgre rivers,  the  latter  being 
tributaries  of  the  former.  All  carry 
a  fair  supply  of  water  the  year 
round,  but  the  Gunnison,  which  has 
little  irrigated  land  along  its  course, 
carries  more  water  than  can  be  used 
near  it,  while  the  Uncompahgre  carries 
a  supply  insufficient  for  irrigating  the 
broad  valley  through  which  it  flows. 
This  condition  gave  rise  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  large  irrigation  system 
in  the  county  known  as  the  Uncom- 
pahgre project,  built  by  the  United 
States  reclamation  service.  The  San 
Miguel  river  furnishes  the  principal 
water  supply  for  a  large  area  of  land 
known  as  Wrights  mesa  and  the  Taba- 
quatche  parks,  as  well  as  the  San  Mi- 
guel valley.  The  Beaver  creeks  also 
furnish  water  for  Wrights  mesa,  while 
West  Paradox  is  watered  from  springs 
and  storage  reservoirs.  In  most  parts 
of  the  county  cisterns  have  been  dug 
for  domestic  water.  In  the  irrigated 
districts  these  usually  are  filled 
through  filters  from  irrigation  ditches. 

Industries — General  farming  is  the 
principal  industry.  This  includes 
stockraising,  dairying,  bee  keeping 
and  fruitgrowing,  all  of  which  are 
carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent. 
Metal  mining  is  followed  rather  ex- 
tensively, chiefly  in  the  western  part. 
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There  is  some  coal  mining  also,  prin- 
cipally in  the  west.  Montrose  has  a 
variety  of  industries,  chief  of  which 
are  manufacturing  in  a  small  way  and 
general    merchandising. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  a  wide  variety  of  other  cul- 
tivated hays,  wild  hay,  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  rye,  potatoes,  corn,  onions,  cab- 
bage, apples,  peaches,  pears  and  other 
tree  fruit;  grapes,  berries  and  other 
small  fruit. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  carnotite  and  other  radium- 
and  vanadium-bearing  ores,  clays,  coal, 
copper,  gold,  oil  shale,  petroleum,  nat- 
ural gas,  silver,  sand  and  building 
stone. 

Timber — There  is  some  timber  in 
the  higher  altitudes,  principally  pine 
and  cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  273,743  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  nearly  19 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
1,636  acres  of  this  w^as  improved  fruit 
land,  76,296  acres  irrigated  farm  land, 
37,203  acres  nonirrigated  farm  land, 
155.221  acres  grazing  land  and  the  re- 
mainder mineral  land,  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  There 
is  but  108  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land  in  this  county,  it  having 
been  included  in  the  Uinta  Indian  res- 
ervation at  the  time  selections  of  state 
land  were  made.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  652,078  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  most  of 
which  is  of  little  value  except  for 
grazing  purposes.  There  is,  however, 
some  good  agricultural  land  open  to 
entry  in  the  western  part  of  the  county 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
railroad.  The  national  forest  area  is 
316,962  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells 
here  at  from  $60  to  $300  an  acre,  de- 
pending on  local  conditions  and  char- 
acter of  improvements.  The  high 
priced  land  is  principally  bearing  or- 
chards. Nonirrigated  land,  suitable 
principally  for  grazing  purposes,  costs 
from  $10  to  $30  an  acre  and  some 
grazing  land  may  be  purchased  for  as 
low  as  $5  or  $6  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  principal  nar- 
row gauge  branch  of  the  Denver  «S:  Rio 
Grande  railroad  extends  into  this  coun- 
ty as  far  as  Montrose.  A  standard- 
gauge  line  follows  the  valley  of  the 
Uncompahgre  river  northwest  from 
that  city  into  Delta  county  and  on  to 
Grand  Junction.  Another  branch  of 
this  road  extends  southward  from 
Montrose  to  Ridgway,  where  it  con- 
nects with  the  Rio  Grande  Southern 
railroad  to  Durango. 


Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Rainbow  Route,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  course  of  the  Rio 
Grande  railroad  through  the  county. 
A  branch  leaves  this  at  Montrose  and 
runs  southward  to  Ouray  and  Silver- 
ton.  A  secondary  state  road  extends 
from  Montrose  westward  into  Para- 
dox valley,  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  connecting  with  a  Utah  state 
road  to  Salt  Lake  City.  This  road  has 
recently  been  improved  and  promises 
to  become  one  of  the  principal  outlets 
from  Utah.  In  a  general  way  the 
county  highways  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  county  are  ample  for  the  move- 
ment of  crops.  In  the  western  part 
they  are  being  rapidly  developed. 

Educational — There  are  46  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  112 
teachers.  The  Montrose  county  high- 
school  at  Montrose  and  the  branch 
highschools  at  Olathe  and  Nucla  each 
offer  a  full  highschool  course.  There 
is  a  consolidated  school  at  Montrose. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  rainfall 
varies  widely.  In  the  northern  part 
of  the  Uncompahgre  valley  it  is  less 
than  10  inches  annually.  It  increases 
rapidly  toward  the  south  and  south- 
west, being  above  25  inches  on  the 
higher  parts  of  the  Uncompahgre 
plateau.  From  here  it  decreases  rap- 
idly toward  the  west,  being  about  15 
inches  in  the  valleys  of  the  Dolores 
river  and  its  tributaries  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  The  climate  is  gen- 
erally mild  and  healthful.  The  sum- 
mers are  comparatively  long  and  the 
winters  are  not  subject  to  extremely 
low  temperatures  except  on  the  Un- 
compahgre plateau.  Where  water  is 
available  for  irrigation  and  soil  condi- 
tions are  favorable,  this  is  one  of  the 
best  agricultural  sections  of  the  state. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  The  comple- 
tion of  the  Rainbow  Route  has  greatly 
increased  automobile  tourist  travel 
through  this  section  of  the  state. 
There  is  much  attractive  mountain 
scenery  and  a  number  of  picturesque 
canons  in  the  eastern  half  of  the 
county  which  are  now  being  visited  by  ■ 
a  large  number  of  people  every  year.  > 
The  high  altitudes  of  the  Uncom- 
pahgre plateau  are  not  easily  accessi- 
ble at  present,  but  roads  are  being 
rapidly  planned  for  this  territory. 
There  is  good  trout  fishing  in  the 
streams  in  most  sections  of  the  county. 
Buckhorn  lakes  will  soon  be  an  attrac- 
tive place,  reached  from  Montrose.  A 
trip  from  Montrose  to  Ouray  is  worth 
many  times  its  cost. 
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Cities  and  Towns — Montrose,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  principal  town.  It 
has  a  brick  and  tile  factory,  two  flour 
mills,  a  creamery,  and  other  small 
manufacturing  industries.  It  is  the 
principal  distributing  point  for  the  sur- 
rounding agricultural  territory.  Other 
towns  are  Olathe  and  Uncompahgre, 
on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad; 
Nucla  and  Naturita,  on  the  San  Miguel 
river,  in  the  west-central  part;  and 
Paradox,  in  the  extreme  western  part. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are  for 
agricultural  and  mining  development. 
There  is  water  available  for  the  irri- 
gation of  a  little  more  land  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county  than  is  now 
being  watered.  In  the  extreme  west 
there  is  sufficient  water  to  supply 
many  times  the  land  that  is  now  being 
cultivated  under  irrigation.  Transpor- 
tation facilities  are  far  removed,  how- 
ever, and  development  here  will  be 
slow.  The  mineralized  area  lies  prin- 
cipally in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  and  its  development  is  like- 
wise retarded  by  lack  of  transporta- 
tion. 


MORGAN  COUNTY 

General  Description — Morgan  county 
lies  in  the  north-central  part  of  the 
state  and  includes  a  considerable  part 
of  the  South  Platte  valley.  It  is  al- 
most a  perfect  square,  36  miles  long 
and  36  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  823,040 
acres,  or  about  140,000  acres  more 
than  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  South  Platte  valley  crosses  the 
center  of  the  county,  east  and  west. 
North  of  this  the  surface  is  principally 
a  prairie,  somewhat  higher  than  the 
river  bottom.  The  altitude  varies 
from  4,100  feet,  in  the  northeast,  to 
about  4,600  feet  in  the  southwest 

Early  History — Morgan  county  was 
organized  in  1889  from  a  part  of  Weld 
county.  Long's  expedition  passed 
through  this  territory  en  route  to  the 
Rocky  mountains  in  1820,  and  it  was 
from  a  point  in  what  is  now  Morgan 
county  that  they  first  caught  sight  of 
the  peak  afterwards  named  in  honor  of 
the  leader  of  the  expedition.  The 
country  is  described  by  Dr.  James,  his- 
torian of  the  expedition,  as  an  undulat- 
ing plain  "presenting  the  aspect  of 
hopeless  and  irreclaimable  sterility." 
It  was  regarded  with  the  same  lack 
of  favor  by  most  of  the  early  visitors. 
A  few  stockraisers  began  to  establish 
homes  in  the  river  valley  in  the  early 
60's,  and  for  20  years  stockraising 
was  carried  on  rather  extensively. 
Farmers  began  to  come  into  this  ter- 


ritory in  the  early  80's  and  gradually 
to  take  up  the  government  homestead 
land  and  begin  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  The  town  of  Brush  was  begun  in 
1882  and  named  in  honor  of  Jared 
Brush,  a  pioneer  irrigator  then  living 
at  Greeley.  A  fort  had  been  estab- 
lished on  the  Platte  river  in  1861  and 
named  Fort  Morgan,  in  honor  of 
Colonel  Christopher  A,  Morgan.  This 
fort  was  garrisoned  by  United  States 
troops,  the  garrisons  being  maintained 
principally  for  the  protection  of  the 
stage  line  which  passed  this  way  and 
carried  United  States  mail.  The  town 
of  Fort  Morgan,  founded  in  1884,  now 
occupies  the  site  of  this  ancient  fort, 
but  the  original  military  post  has  been 
entirely  destroyed.  It  was  abandoned 
in  1868. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  South  Platte 
valley  crosses  the  central  part  of  the 
county,  east  and  west.  A  low  range 
of  hHls  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
river  bottoms  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
beyond  which  the  country  spreads  out 
into  vast  rolling  prairies.  The  soil 
of  the  valley  and  of  the  narrower  val- 
leys of  numerous  tributary  creeks  is 
principally  sandy  loam  with  some  al- 
luvial deposits,  very  fertile  and  yield- 
ing readily  to  cultivation.  On  the  high 
prairie  lands  the  soil  is  principally  a 
sandy  loam  with  occasional  patches  of 
adobe  or  gumbo.  No  detailed  soil  sur- 
vey of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  9,577,  as  compared  with  3,268  in 
1900.  The  present  population  is  ap- 
proximately 17,500.  In  1910  foreign- 
born  white  people  made  up  14  per  cent 
of  the  total  population.  The  principal 
foreign  nationalities  were  Russian, 
Danish  and  German.  The  Russians 
here  are  principally  sugar  beet  work- 
ers. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

Platte  river  and  its  tributaries  drain 
the  county  and  furnish  the  principal 
water  supply  for  irrigation  purposes. 
The  principal  tributaries  are  Bijou, 
Badger  and  Big  Beaver  creeks,  enter- 
ing the  river  from  the  south.  Water 
for  domestic  purposes  is  obtained  from 
wells  in  many  parts  of  the  county.  In 
the  Platte  river  valley  it  is  reached  at 
depths  ranging  from  5  to  50  feet, 
and  on  the  prairie  lands  to  the  north 
and  south  from  25  feet  to  500  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing,  dairying  and  manufacturing. 
Farming  without  irrigation  has  been 
carried  on  rather  extensively  north 
and  south  of  the  Platte  river  in  the 
past  half  dozen  years.    Irrigated  farm- 
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ing  is  confined  largely  to  the  Platte 
river  valley,  and  stockraising  and 
stockfeeding  are  followed  rather  ex- 
tensively here  in  connection  with  gen- 
eral farming.  Until  recent  years  large 
numbers  of  cattle  were  grazed  on  the 
prairie  lands  north  and  south  of  the 
river,  but  these  lands  are  now  being 
utilized  largely  for  general  farming 
purposes.  Feed  crops  are  grown  ex- 
tensively on  the  irrigated  lands  along 
the  rivers  and  thousands  of  cattle  and 
sheep  are  shipped  in  here  annually  to 
be  fattened  for  market.  The  principal 
manufacturing  industry  is  the  making 
of  beet  sugar,  factories  belonging  to 
the  Great  Western  Sugar  company 
being  located  at  Fort  Morgan  and 
Brush.  The  dairy  interests  of  the 
county  have  .had  a  steady  and  consist- 
ent growth  the  past  few  years;  espe- 
cially is  this  true  on  the  dry  lands, 
where  each  farm  supports  from  half  a 
dozen  to  a  dozen  or  more  cows.  „  One 
creamery  at  Brush  and  another  at  Fort 
Morgan  furnish  a  local  market  for  the 
butter  fat  and  each  creamery  has  done 
a  business  of  about  $35,000  the  past 
year.  Some  cream  is  shipped  to  Den- 
ver, making  a  total  cream  business  for 
the  county  of  no  small  proportions.  In 
connection  with  the  farm  dairies  there 
are  about  350  silos  in  the  county. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  sugar  beets,  po- 
tatoes, wheat,  corn,  oats,  barley,  rye, 
pinto  beans,  milo,  and  other  forages, 
garden  vegetables  and  some  fruits, 
principally  hardy  tree  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  sand,  gravel  and  build- 
ing stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  529,514  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  64 1/^  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
74,369  acres  is  irrigated  farm  land, 
3,142  acres  natural  hay  land,  143,077 
acres  nonirrigated  farm  land,  304,645 
acres  grazing  land  and  the  remainder 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  The  natural  hay  land  is 
partly  irrigated.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  57,643  acres  of  state  land  in 
the  county,  most  of  which  is  suitable 
for  farming  and  may  be  purchased 
through  the  state  land  board  on  favor- 
able terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
2,179  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  principally  isolat- 
ed tracts  much  smaller  than  the  regula- 
tion homestead  and  of  little  economic 
value.  Irrigated  land  in  this  county 
sells  at  from  $75  to  $200  an  acre,  de- 
pending   principally    on    character    of 


water  rights,  improvements  and  other 
local  conditions.  Nonirrigated  land 
sells  at  from  $10  to  $40  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad  follows  the 
South  Platte  valley  through  the 
county.  The  Burlington  railroad  runs 
east  and  west  across  the  county,  south 
of  the  Platte  river.  It  branches  at 
Brush,  the  main  line  running  east 
through  Washington  and  Yuma 
counties,  and  another  line  running 
north  into  Logan  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high-  j 
way  is  the  Platte  valley  road,  which 
follows  the  Platte  river  through  the 
county.  It  is  joined  at  Brush  by  the 
Burlington  highway,  coming  in  from 
the  east  through  Yuma  and  Washing- 
ton counties.  There  are  numerous 
county  highw^ays,  generally  well  im- 
proved and  maintained,  and  sufficient 
for  transportation  of  crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  77  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  153 
teachers.  The  union  highschool  at 
Brush  and  the  highschools  at  Fort 
Morgan  and  Weldona  each  give  a  full 
highschool  course,  while  the  schools  at 
Hillrose,  Wiggins,  Goodrich  and  Or- 
chard each  give  two  years  of  high- 
school  work  and  those  at  Snyder,  Buck- 
ingham and  Pleasant  Prairie  give  one 
year.  There  is  a  consolidated  school 
at  Wiggins.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological      Data — The     climate 
here  is  mild  and  equable.    The  average 
annual   rainfall   varies   from   12   to   15 
inches,  and  most  of  it  comes   during      ^ 
the  growing  season.    The  summers  are      M 
generally   long   and    warm,    while    the      ^ 
winters    are   comparatively   short   and 
not  subject  to  extremely  low  tempera- 
tures.    This  part  of  Colorado  is  espe- 
cially noted  for  its  healthful  climate. 
The      Eben-Ezer      Home      Sanitarium, 
which    offers    accomodations    for    con- 
sumptives  of  limited    means,   was   lo- 
cated here  principally  because  of  the 
favorable  climate. 

Tourist        Attractions  —  Automobile 
tourist  travel  through  this  county  over 
the  Platte  Valley  and  Burlington  high- 
ways   is    heavy   and    is    growing   each      j 
year.     There  are  few  points  of  scenic      I 
interest  in  the  county,  but  the  visitors       ■ 
from  the  east  are  usually  much  inter- 
ested by  the  extensive  development  of 
agriculture  under  irrigation.     The  site  . 
of  the  old  government  fort,  erected  In 
]861,  is  of  some  historic  interest,  and 
although  no  remains  of  it  are  at  pres- 
ent visible,  a  monument  erected  by  the 
D   A.  R.  marks  the  site. 
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Cities  and  Towns — F.ort  Morgan,  the 
principal  city  and  the  countyseat,  is 
located  near  the  central  part  of  the 
county  on  the  Burlington  and  Union 
Pacific  railroads.  It  is  growing  rap- 
idly and  is  one  of  the  most  important 
towns  in  northeastern  Colorado. 
It  has  a  w^ell-equipped  sugar  factory. 
Brush,  on  the  Burlington  railroad,  fur- 
ther east,  is  the  principal  shipping 
point  for  a  prosperous  agricultural  dis- 
trict and  is  the  home  of  a  sugar  fac- 
tory belonging  to  the  Great  Western 
Sugar  company.  Other  towns  are  Or- 
chard, Goodrich,  Weldona  and  Snyder, 
on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  and 
Wiggins,  Vallery  and  Hillrose,  on  the 
Burlington  railroad. 

Special  Opportunities— There  is  per- 
haps 300,000  acres  of  fertile  arable  land 
in  this  county  that  has  never  been 
broken.  Though  the  rainfall  here  is 
not  so  heavy  as  in  some  other  sections 
of  eastern  Colorado,  the  experience  of 
the  past  half  dozen  years  has  proved 
that  farming  without  irrigation  can  be 
carried  on  successfully  here  provided 
crops  are  raised  which  are  especially 
adapted  to  this  territory.  Pinto  beans 
and  forage  crops  usually  make  good 
yields.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
bring  about  the  construction  of  a  milk 
condensery  at  Fort  Morgan. 


OTERO  COUNTY 

General  Description — Otero  county 
is  situate  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  state,  in  the  heart  of  the  Arkansas 
valley.  It  is  of  an  irregular  rectangu- 
lar outline,  42  miles  long,  north  and 
south,  at  the  eastern  boundary,  and  36 
miles  wide.  The  area  is  762,080  acres, 
or  about  80,000  acres  more  than  that 
of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  sur- 
face is  a  level  or  broken  prairie  trav- 
ersed by  the  valley  of  the  Arkansas 
and  narrower  valleys  of  several  tribu- 
taries, chief  of  which  is  Timpas  creek. 
The  altitude  varies  from  about  4,000 
feet,  at  the  point  where  the  Arkansas 
river  crosses  the  eastern  boundary,  to 
5,100  feet  in  the  southwest. 

Early  History — Otero  county  was  on 
the  main  line  of  travel  for  hunters  and 
trappers  in  the  early  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  After  the  establish- 
ment of  Rent's  Fort,  in  Bent  county, 
frequent  parties  of  soldiers  passed 
through  what  is  now  Otero  county,  and 
followed  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  over  Ra- 
ton pass  to  Santa  Fe.  As  early  as  1842 
there  w^as  a  regular  camping  place  for 
trappers  at  the  mouth  of  King  Arroyo, 
on  the  present  site  of  La  Junta.  The 
actual  settlement  of  the  county  did  not 
begin  until  the  early  60's.     The  first 


settlers  were  principally  cattlemen  and 
sheepmen.  The  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  this  area  did  not  begin  until 
some  time  in  1874,  when  the  Rocky 
Ford  ditch  was  constructed.  The  coun- 
ty was  organized  in  1889  from  a  part 
of  Bent  county  and  was  named  for 
Miguel  Otero,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  La  Junta. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Arkansas  river 
flows  across  the  northern  part  of  the 
county.  The  valley  here  is  broad  and 
contains  a  large  amount  of  good,  level 
agricultural  land.  The  soil  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arkansas  and  along  the  trib- 
utaries is  an  alluvial  loam  or  sandy 
loam,  with  comparatively  little  adobe. 
On  the  higher  levels  it  is  a  sandy  loam, 
varying  considerably  in  texture  and 
color.  There  are  about  nine  townships 
in  the  county  too  rugged  for  cultiva- 
tion, except  a  few  very  fertile  valleys; 
most  of  this,  which  is  suitable  only  for 
grazing  purposes,  lies  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  and  is  well  supplied 
with  springs.  A  detailed  soil  survey 
of  most  of  the  irrigated  area  in  this 
county  has  been  made  by  the  bureau 
of  soils  of  the  United  States  depart- 
ment of  agriculture. 

Population  —  Since  Crowley  county 
was  created  from  a  part  of  Otero 
county  in  1911,  it  is  impossible  to 
make  comparisons  of  the  present  popu- 
lation with  that  of  previous  years.  The 
development  of  the  county  was  very 
rapid,  as  is  shown  by  the  reports  of 
the  census  bureau  previous  to  the  divi- 
sion. In  1890  the  population  was 
4,192;  in  1900  it  was  11,522;  and  in 
1910  it  was  20,201.  The  present  popu- 
lation is  approximately  21,035.  In  1910 
the  foreign  population  of  Otero  county, 
as  then  constituted,  was  9.5  per  cent  of 
the  total.  Previous  to  the  war  the 
principal  foreign  nationalities  were 
Russian,  Mexican  and  German. 

Drainage     and     Water     Supply — The 

Arkansas  river  and  its  tributaries 
drain  the  county  and  furnish  practi- 
cally all  the  water  for  irrigation.  The 
principal  tributaries  are  the  Purgatoire 
river  and  Timpas  creek,  on  the  south, 
Apishapa  creek,  on  the  extreme  west, 
and  Horse  creek,  on  the  northeast. 
The  water  rights  here  are  among  the 
oldest  in  Colorado  and  supply  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  area  of  the  county 
with  irrigation  water  than  is  supplied 
in  any  other  county  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  Water  for  domestic  purposes  is 
obtained  principally  from  artesian 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  vary- 
ing from  430  feet  to  1,100  feet.  Stock 
water  is  obtained  at  fallow  depths 
in  the  irrigated  districts. 
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Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeeding 
and  manufacturing.  Farming  is  car- 
ried on  principally  in  the  Arkansas 
valley  and  in  the  smaller  valleys  of  the 
various  tributary  streams.  The  devel- 
opment of  the  nonirrigated  districts 
has  been  rapid  in  the  past  half  dozen 
years,  and  success  here  has  been  such 
as  to  justify  the  belief  that  develop- 
ment will  be  even  more  rapid  in  the 
coming  decade.  This  has  long  been 
one  of  the  principal  stockraising  coun- 
ties in  the  state,  the  principal  stock 
being  cattle  and  sheep.  Large  num- 
bers of  cattle  and  sheep  are  shipped 
into  the  county  every  fall  to  be  fat- 
tened for  market.  A  sugar  factory  be- 
longing to  the  American  Beet  Sugar 
company  is  located  at  Rocky  Ford  and 
one  belonging  to  the  Holly  Sugar  com- 
pany at  Swink.  There  are  also  alfalfa 
meal  mills  at  each  of  these  places. 
The  canning  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
is  an  important  industry  here,  large 
canning  factories  being  located  at 
Manzanola,  Fowler  and  Rocky  Ford. 
There  is  also  a  large  flour  mill  lo- 
cated at  La  Junta. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  corn  and 
beans;  cantaloupes  and  other  melons; 
sugar  beets  and  garden  vegetables, 
and  a  variety  of  seed  crops.  Milo, 
kafir  corn  and  similar  forage  crops  are 
raised  rather  extensively  in  the  non- 
irrigated  districts. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  including  some  fire 
clay;  gravel,  building  sand,  building 
stone  and  cement  materials. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  280,368  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
nearly  37  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  1,039 
acres  was  improved  fruit  land,  79,852 
acres  irrigated  farm  land,  21,031  acres 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  173,936  acres 
grazing  land  and  the  remainder  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
116,404  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  most  of  which  is 
suitable  for  farming  and  may  be  pur- 
chased through  the  state  land  board 
on  very  favorable  terms.  On  July  1, 
1918,  there  was  35,090  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land  open  to  homestead  entry, 
principally  small  isolated  tracts  of 
little  economic  value.  Irrigated  land 
here  sells  at  from  $75  to  $200  an  acre 
and  nonirrigated  land  at  from  $12  to 
$50'  an  acre. 


Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Santa  Fe  railroad  enters  this 
county  along  the  Arkansas  river,  in 
the  east.  At  La  Junta  it  branches,  one 
line  following  the  Arkansas  river  west 
to  Pueblo,  and  the  main  line  running 
southwest  along  Timpas  creek  to  Trin- 
idad and  on  to  California.  The  Arkan- 
sas valley  branch  of  this  system  runs 
north  of  the  river  to  a  junction  with 
the  main  line  at  Swink. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Santa  Fe  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  a  general  way  the  course  of 
the  Santa  Fe  railroad  through  the 
county,  branching  at  La  Junta,  the 
north  branch  running  to  Pueblo  and 
the  south  branch  to  Trinidad  and  on 
to  the  Pacific  coast.  Numerous  county 
highways  are  fairly  well  improved  and 
are  ample  for  the  transportation  of 
crops  to  market  except  in  some  of  the 
more  remote  nonirrigated  districts. 
The  Santa  Fe  Trail  is  among  the  best 
improved  roads  in  the  state,  most  of 
the  bridges  being  built  of  concrete, 
one  across  the  Arkansas  river  at  La 
Junta  having  cost  $60,000. 

Educational — There  are  51  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  189 
teachers.  The  schools  at  La  Junta, 
Rocky  Ford,  Manzanola  and  Fowler 
each  give  a  full  highschool  course, 
while  the  schools  at  Swink  and 
Cheraw  give  two  years  of  highschool 
work.  The  La  Junta  schools,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  full  highschool  course,  of- 
fer both  a  three  and  a  two  years  course 
in  highschool  work.  There  are  no 
private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Cllmatologlcal  Data  —  The  climate 
here,  as  in  other  sections  of  the  Arkan- 
sas valley,  is  mild  and  healthful,  and 
especially  adapted  for  general  agricul- 
ture and  stockraising.  The  summers 
are  long  and  warmer  than  in  most 
other  sections  of  the  state,  and  the 
winters  are  comparatively  short  and 
mild.  The  rainfall  varies  from  12  to 
10  inches,  being  heaviest  in  the  ex- 
treme southeast. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  The  improve- 
ment of  the  Santa  Fe  Trail  through 
this  county  has  greatly  increased  au- 
tomobile tourist  travel  from  the  east 
by  this  route.  Possibly  no  other  route 
to  Colorado  is  more  generously  pat- 
ronized than  this  one.  There  are  no 
points  of  special  scenic  interest  in  the 
county,  but  travelers  from  the  east  al- 
ways show  much  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  irrigation  as  it  is  seen  in 
this  valley. 

Cities  and  Towns — La  Junta,  the 
countyseat    and    principal  town,    is    lo- 
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cated  on  the  Arkansas  river,  at  the 
junction  of  two  branches  of  the  Santa 
Fe  railroad.  It  is  an  important  rail- 
way town  and  the  principal  shipping 
point  in  the  Arkansas  valley.  Rocky 
Ford,  also  on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad,  is 
the  second  town  in  the  county  and  is 
the  center  of  a  very  prosperous  agri- 
cultural district.  The  Rocky  Ford  can- 
taloupe, which  is  the  standard  of  ex- 
cellence all  over  the  country,  takes  its 
name  from  this  city,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  it  is  extensively  cultivated. 
Swink,  between  La  Junta  and  Rocky 
Ford  on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad,  is  an 
important  agricultural  town.  Manza- 
nola  is  the  center  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous fruit  and  vegetable  growing  dis- 
trict in  this  section,  and  is  noted  for 
its  canning  industry.  Among  the  other 
towns  in  the  county  are  Fowler,  near 
the  western  boundary,  which  is  noted 
for  its  pure  spring  water,  the  Crews- 
dale  dairy  and  the  Fowler  creamery; 
Cheraw  and  Randall,  on  the  Arkansas 
Valley  branch  of  the  Santa  Fe  rail- 
road; and  Timpas  and  Benton,  on  the 
main  line,  south  of  La  Junta. 

Special  Opportunities — Although  ag- 
ricultural development  in  this  county 
has  been  more  rapid  than  in  most 
counties  in  the  state,  there  is  still  con- 
siderable room  for  extension  along 
this  line.  There  is  a  considerable  area 
of  good  nonirrigated  land  not  yet 
broken  and  the  experience  of  farmers 
on  land  of  this  nature  in  the  county  in 
the  last  few  years  has  shown  that  suc- 
cess may  be  obtained  here  by  follow- 
ing improved  agricultural  methods  and 
especially  by  keeping  dairy  cattle  and 
raising  forage  crops. 


OURAY  COUNTY 

General  Description — Ouray  county 
lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
state,  including  a  part  of  the  rich  min- 
eral belt  known  as  the  San  Juan  dis- 
trict. It  is  of  an  irregular  triangular 
outline,  with  the  base  toward  the 
north.  The  extreme  length  north  and 
south  is  .33  miles  and  the  extreme 
width  is  about  29  miles.  Its  area  is 
332,160  acres,  or  about  one-half  that  of 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  south- 
ern part  is  mountainous  and  the  north- 
ern part  is  level  or  broken,  including 
a  portion  of  the  Uncompahgre  valley. 
The  altitude  varies  from  6,300  feet  at 
the  north  boundary  to  over  14,000  feet 
at  the  summit  of  some  of  the  moun- 
tains in  the  southern  part. 

Early  History — This  territory  was 
included  in  the  tract  of  land  ceded  by 
the  Southern  Ute  Indians  to  the  United 
States  in  1873.     It  had  been  but  little 


explored  previous  to  this  time,  but 
settlers  and  prospectors  flocked  into 
the  entire  territory  immediately  after 
the  treaty  was  ratified,  and  rich  min- 
eral discoveries  were  soon  made  in 
the  district  now  included  in  Ouray 
county.  In  the  summer  of  1875  a  per- 
manent mining  camp  grew  up  in  the 
heart  of  the  mountains  near  the  south- 
ern end  of  Cimarron  range.  This  camp 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  town  of 
Ouray,  which  was  named  in  honor  of 
a  well  known  Ute  chief  whose  services 
to  the  whites  in  this  section  were  very 
great.  Rich  discoveries  of  gold  and 
silver  were  made  in  the  Mt.  Sneffels 
district  in  1875  and  two  years  later  the 
Virginius  mine  was  opened.  The 
county  was  organized  in  1887,  at  that 
time  extending  west  to  the  state  line 
and  including  the  territory  now  em- 
braced in  Dolores  and  San  Miguel 
counties. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  only  agricul- 
tural area  in  the  county  lies  in  the 
northern  part,  principally  in  the  valley 
of  the  Uncompahgre  river.  The  soil 
here  is  extremely  fertile,  is  under  ir- 
rigation and  yields  exceptionally  large 
crops.  It  is  principally  a  sandy  loam, 
or  clayey  loam  soil  similar  to  that 
of  the  lower  Uncompahgre  valley.  A 
thorough  survey  of  the  Uncompahgre 
valley  was  made  by  the  bureau  of  soils 
of  the  United  States  department  of  ag- 
riculture in  1910,  and  published  in  1912. 
This  survey  applies  to  a  small  part  of 
Ouray  county.  The  southern  part  of 
the  county,  from  Ridgway  to  the  south- 
ern boundary,  is  extremely  rugged  and 
is  valuable  chiefly  for  its  timber  and 
mineral  resources. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  3,514,  as  compared  with  4,731  in 
190O.  The  decrease  was  due  princi- 
pally to  a  decline  in  mining  activities. 
There  has  been  considerable  agricul- 
tural development  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county  in  the  last  10  years  and 
the  population  at  present  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  4,000.  In  1910  the 
foreign  white  population  was  25  per 
cent  of  the  total.  It  is  considerably 
less  at  the  present  time.  Previous  to 
the  war  the  principal  foreign  nation- 
alties  were  Austrian,  Swedish  and 
Italian. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

Uncompahgre  river  and  its  tributaries 
drain  the  county  and  supply  water  for 
irrigation  and  other  necessary  pur- 
poses. These  streams  have  their 
sources  in  the  region  of  high  rainfall 
and  usually  carry  an  abundant  supply 
of  water  the  year  round.  Water  for 
domestic  purposes  in  the  northern 
part  is  provided  largely  from  cisterns 
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and  in  some  cases  from   springs  and 
wells. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  mining,  agriculture,  stockraising 
and  lumbering.  Mining  is  confined  to 
the  mountainous  districts  in  the  south, 
where  rich  deposits  of  precious  and 
semi-precious  metals  have  been  pro- 
duced for  a  great  many  years.  Agri- 
culture is  followed  mostly  in  the  up- 
per Uncompahgre  valley,  and  stock- 
men in  this  section  graze  their  herds 
on  the  fine  grazing  lands  within  the 
national  forests.  There  are  valuable 
coal  deposits  in  the  county  and  coal 
has  been  mined  to  a  limited  extent 
during  the  past  year.  Lumbering  has 
been  followed  only  to  supply  local 
needs. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  small  grain,  pota- 
toes and  garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  alunite,  bismuth, 
clays,  copper,  gold,  iron,  lead,  silver, 
tungsten,  zinc,  granite,  sandstone  and 
a  wide  variety  of  other  stones. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  heavy 
timber  on  the  mountain  slopes  within 
the  national  forest,  principally  red  and 
white  spruce  and  yellow  pine. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  121,154  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  36 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of  this 
amount,  according  to  the  records  of 
the  county  assessor,  10,220  acres  was 
irrigated  farm  land,  1,040  acres  natural 
hay  land,  2,713  acres  nonirrigated  farm 
land,  88,650'  acres  grazing  land  and  the 
remainder  railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  On  January  1, 
1919,  there  was  3,344  acres  of  unappro- 
priated state  land  in  the  county,  includ- 
ing some  good  agricultural  land.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  27,040  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  most  of  which  is  of  little  value 
except  for  grazing  purposes  or  for 
minerals.  The  national  forest  area  is 
134,313  acres.  Irrigated  land  here  sells 
at  from  $50  to  $150  an  acre  and  non- 
irrigated  land  at  from  $5  to  $40  an 
acre.' 

Transportation — A  branch  of  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  extends 
south  from  Montrose  to  Ouray.  At 
Ridgway  it  connects  with  the  Rio 
Grande  Southern  railroad,  extending 
south  to  Durango. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  that  leading  south  from  the 
Rainbow  Route  at  Montrose,  up  to  the 
Uncompahgre  valley  by  way  of  Ridg- 


way to  Ouray  and  thence  south  across 
the  mountains  to  Silverton.  Another 
state  highway  follows  the  course  of 
the  Rio  Grande  Southern  railroad  west 
and  south  to  Placerville  and  Telluride, 
in  San  Miguel  county.  In  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  there  are  numer- 
ous county  roads  adequate  in  a  gen- 
eral way  to  serve  the  agricultural  ter- 
ritory. In  the  southern  part  there  are 
numerous  mountain  highways  and 
trails  leading  principally  from  Ouray 
into  the  various  mining  districts. 

Educational — There  are  19  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  26 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Ouray,  the  branch  county  highschool 
at  Ridgw'ay  and  the  union  highschool 
at  Colona  each  offer  a  full  highschool 
course.  The  Colona  school  is  sup- 
ported jointly  by  Ouray  and  Montrose 
counties.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  is 
comparatively  heavy  in  all  sections  of 
the  county.  In  the  northern  part  it 
varies  from  15  to  25  inches.  In  the 
mountainous  districts  south  from  Ridg- 
way it  is  above  25  inches,  in  some 
cases  being  as  much  as  40  inches.  The 
climate  in  the  northern  part  is  mild 
and  favorable  for  general  farming.  In 
the  mountainous  districts,  further 
south,  it  is  more  severe,  the  snowfall 
of  the  winter  being  extremely  heavy 
and  the  high  areas  being  subject  to 
extremely  low  temperatures. 

Tourist  Attractions — Ouray  has  long 
been  noted  as  one  of  the  popular  tour- 
ist points  in  the  state.  A  mineral  hot 
spring  located  here  is  famed  for  its 
curative  properties  and  has  been  much 
visited  by  healthseekers.  The  moun- 
tainous  area  about  Ouray  and  further 
south  is  exceptionally  picturesque. 
The  highway  between  Ouray  and  Sil- 
verton was  one  of  the  first  mountain 
highways  constructed  in  this  section 
of  the  state  and  was  originally  oper- 
ated as  a  toll  road.  It  is  now  a  good 
automobile  highway  and  is  traveled 
annually  by  thousands  of  tourists  and 
sightseers. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Ouray,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  principal  town,  the 
terminus  of  a  branch  of  the  Rio 
Grande  railroad  and  the  principal  sup- 
ply point  for  the  mining  camps  fur- 
ther south.  Ridgway,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rio  Grande 
Southern  railroads,  is  a  prosperous  ag- 
ricultural town  and  shipping  point. 
Other  towns  are  Colona,  Eldredge  and 
Mayfield,  on  the  Rio  Grande  railroad 
and  Red  Mountain,  Ironton  and  Camp 
Bird,  mining  towns. 
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Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of,  mineral  development.  There 
is  a  vast  amount  of  highly  mineralized 
area  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
that  has  been  only  partially  pros- 
pected. The  mineral  deposits  now  be- 
ing worked  yield  good  values  at 
greater  depths  and  there  is  opportu- 
nity for  profitable  investment  in  the 
further  development  of  known  ore 
bodies.  There  is  some  room  for  agri- 
cultural development  in  the  northern 
part. 


PARK  COUNTY 

General  Description — Park  county 
lies  almost  in  the  exact  center  of  the 
state  and  includes  the  beautiful  moun- 
tain-rimmed meadow  known  as  South 
park.  The  western  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  Park  range,  which  in 
some  sections  is  the  Continental  di- 
vide. It  is  extremely  irregular  in  out- 
line, about  60  miles  long,  north  and 
south,  and  having  an  extreme  width 
of  about  45  miles.  Its  area  is  1,415,680 
acres,  or  a  little  less  than  one-fourth 
that  of  the  state  of  Vermont.  The  sur- 
face is  principally  hilly  or  mountainous 
except  for  the  park  above  referred  to. 
which  lies  near  the  central  part  of  the 
county  and  is  nearly  50  miles  long  and 
from  10  to  40  miles  wide.  The  alti- 
tude varies  from  about  7,200  feet,  at 
the  point  where  the  Platte  river, 
crosses  the  eastern  boundary,  to  more 
than  14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  peaks  in  the  western  part. 

Early  History — Captain  Pike  and  his 
exploring  party  crossed  the  southern 
end  of  South  park  in  the  latter  part 
of  1806,  soon  after  he  had  made  his 
famous  effort  to  scale  Pikes  peak. 
There  are  traditions  of  Spanish  ex- 
plorers in  this  territory  in  search  of 
gold,  but  no  trace  of  Spanish  diggings 
has  been  found.  After  Pike's  visit 
there  was  little  travel  into  this  part 
of  Colorado  until  the  active  search  for 
gold  began  in  1858  and  1859.  A  party 
of  prospectors,  including  W.  J.  Holmes, 
crossed  the  front  range  into  the  South 
park  basin  in  the  summer  of  1859  and 
after  considerable  prospecting  with- 
out favorable  results  they  pitched 
camp  on  the  bank  of  the  stream  which 
was  later  called  Tarryall  creek.  A 
settlement  was  built  here,  which  was 
called  Tarryall.  Some  placer  ground 
was  discovered  and  the  camp  grew 
rapidly.  All  of  the  placer  gold  was  soon 
staked  off  and  newcomers  were  told 
to  move  on.  A  party  of  prospectors, 
who  had  visited  Tarryall  and  had  not " 
been    warmly    received,    traveled    fur- 


ther west  and  established  a  camp 
which  they  called  Fairplay.  Gold  dust 
was  also  discovered  in  this  territory 
and  the  new  camp  grew  rapidly.  It 
is  now  the  countyseat  of  Park  county. 
During  the  early  mining  activities 
Park  county  was  one  of  the  principal 
producing  districts  and  was  organized 
as  one  of  the  original  17  counties  in 
Colorado  territory.  It  was  named  in 
honor  of  the  beautiful  valley  on  the 
rim  of  which  most  of  the  prospect 
camps  were  located. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  of 
South  park  is  level  or  roljing,  crossed 
by  numerous  small  streams  which  have 
their  sources  in  the  surrounding  moun- 
tains. It  is  one  of  the  best  natural 
meadows  in  Colorado.  The  geologi- 
cal formations  here  show  that  it  was 
one  time  the  bed  of  an  inland  lake  and 
the  soil  is  made  up  of  deposits  from 
the  waters  of  this  ancient  sea.  It  is 
very  fertile  and  produces  excellent 
crops  despite  the  high  altitude  and 
short  seasons.  Farming  is  followed  to 
a  limited  extent  in  the  valleys  of  some 
of  the  streams  along  the  rim  of  the 
park.  The  park  is  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  rugged  mountainous  areas, 
and  the  South  Platte  river,  which 
drains  this  territory,  has  cut  its  way 
out  to  the  eastern  plains,  forming  one 
of  the  most  picturesque  canons  in  Col- 
orado. No  soil  survey  of  this  county 
is  available. 

Population — There  has  been  consid- 
erable fluctuation  in  the  population  of 
this  county,  due  to  the  variation  in  the 
success  of  mining  operations.  In  1880 
it  was  3,970;  in  1890,  3,548;  in  1900', 
2,998,  and  2,492  in  1910.  The  present 
population  is  about  3,000.  In  1910  the 
foreign-born  population  was  16.2  per 
cent  of  the  total.  The  principal  for- 
eign nationalities  then  were  Swedish, 
German  and  English. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — This 
county  lies  in  the  South  Platte  water- 
shed, the  South  Platte  river  having 
its  headwaters  on  the  western  rim  of 
the  park.  The  rainfall  in  this  area  is 
heavy  and  much  of  the  water  used  for 
irrigating  lands  in  northeastern  Colo- 
rado has  its  origin  in  the  county.  In 
South  park  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  in  some  cases  obtained  from 
wells  and  is  reached  at  depths  rang- 
ing from  15  to  75  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  stockraising,  farming,  dairying, 
lumbering  and  metal  mining.  There 
are  valuable  coal  deposits  in  the 
county,  but  they  have  never  been  de- 
veloped. Good  building  stone  is  avail- 
able here  and  some  has  been  quarried, 
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principally  for  local  use.  South  park 
is  one  of  the  most  important  stock- 
raising  districts  in  the  state. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  na- 
tive hay,  potatoes,  small  grains  and  gar- 
den vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  bismuth,  clays,  coal,  copper, 
fluorspar,  lead,  manganese,  silver,  va- 
nadium, zinc,  cement  materials  and 
a  variety  of  building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  mountainous  areas  sur- 
rounding South  park,  principally  pine, 
cedar,  spruce  and  aspen. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  253,624  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  18  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  22,187 
acres  was  natural  hay  land,  4,614  acres 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  181,534  acres 
grazing  land,  the  remainder  railroad 
rights  of  way  and  town  and  city  lots. 
The  natural  hay  land  in  this  county  is 
practically  all  irrigated.  On  January 
1,  1919,  there  was  94,964  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
including  some  good  agricultural  and 
native  hay  land,  all  for  sale  through 
the  state  land  board  at  reasonable 
prices  and  on  very  favorable  terms. 
On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  258,185 
acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  most  of  which  is  hilly 
or  mountainous  and  of  little  value  ex- 
cept for  grazing  purposes.  There  is, 
however,  a  small  amount  of  fair  grass 
land  open  to  entry  in  the  county.  The 
national  forest  area  is  640,998  acres. 
Irrigated  land  sells  here  at  from  $50 
to  $150  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $5  to  $30  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Platte  Canon 
branch  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  follows  the  Platte  river 
through  the  northern  part  of  this 
county  and  extends  southward  from 
Fairplay  to  Buena  Vista,  in  Chaffee 
county.  The  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road runs  through  the  south  end  of 
the  county,  crossing  South  park.  A 
branch  of  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
railroad  leaves  the  Platte  Canon  line 
at  Como  and  runs  northeast  over 
Boreas  pass  to  Breckenridge.  Branch 
lines  run  from  Fairplay  to  Mudsill  and 
Alma,  mining  camps. 

Highways — There  are  two  primary 
Btato  highways  extending  through  this 
county.  One  runs  southwest  from 
Denver  by  way  of  Como  and  Fairplay 
to  a  junction  with  the  Midland  Trail  at 
Buena  Vista,  and  the  other  is  the  Pikes 


Peak  or  Ocean  to  Ocean  route,  which 
runs  west  from  Colorado  Springs 
across  the  south  end  of  South  park, 
also  joining  the  Midland  Trail  at 
Buena  Vista.  There  are  numerous 
secondary  state  highways  and  county 
roads,  generally  moderately  well  im- 
proved, and  many  trails  leading  to  the 
mountain  mining  camps. 

Educational — There  are  30  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  42 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Hartsel  and 
Fairplay  offer  a  full  highschool  course 
There  are  consolidated  schools  at  Guf- 
fey  and  in  District  No.  28,  near  Pine. 

Climatoioglcal  Data — The  climate  of 
South  park  is  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  other  mountain  parks  in  Colorado, 
chief  of  which  are  North  and  Middle 
parks.  Although  the  altitude  is  above 
7,000  feet,  this  territory  is  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  mountains,  thus  being 
protected  from  disagreeable  winds  dur- 
ing the  winter.  The  summers  are 
short  and  warm  and  the  winters, 
though  cold,  are  not  disagreeable  be- 
cause of  the  high  percentage  of  sun- 
shine and  the  small  amount  of  mois- 
ture in  the  atmosphere.  The  average  an- 
nual rainfall  in  South  park  proper  va- 
ries from  14  to  16  inches.  It  is  consid- 
erably higher  in  the  mountainous  coun- 
try surrounding  the  park,  except  for  a 
small  area  in  the  northeastern  corner. 
Along  the  Continental  divide,  in  the 
northwest,  the  annual  precipitation  av- 
erages above  20  inches.  The  snowfall 
during  the  winter  months  is  extremely 
heavy  in  the  mountainous  areas  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county  and  espe- 
cially on  the  boundary  line  between 
this  and  Summit  county. 

Tourist  Attractions — South  park  is 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  mountain 
valleys  in  Colorado,  and  automobile 
tourist  travel  through  this  section  has 
been  greatly  increased  since  the  com- 
pletion of  the  two  state  highways  be- 
fore mentioned.  Railroad  tourist  travel 
into  South  park  has  always  been 
heavy.  The  mountainous  regions  in 
the  northern  and  western  parts  are 
becoming  more  and  more  popular  each 
year  as  highways  are  opened,  making 
them  accessible  to  automobile  travel. 
The  streams  are  well  stocked  with 
trout  and  are  perhaps  visited  by  more 
fishermen  each  year  than  the  streams 
of  any  other  section  of  Colorado. 
There  is  considerable  small  game  in 
and  about  the  park,  principally  grouse 
and  sage  hens.  Among  the  popular 
resorts  in  the  county  are  Lake  George, 
Hartsel,  Bailey,  Cassels  and  Shaw- 
nee. Many  Denver  people  have  cot- 
tages along  the  Colorado  &  Southern 
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railroad   in   this   county   and   spend   a 
considerable  part  of  the  summer  here. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Fairplay,  the 
countyseat  and  one  of  the  oldest  towns 
in  the  county,  is  on  the  Colorado  & 
Southern  railroad  in  the  western  part. 
Como,  also  on  the  Colorado  &  South- 
ern railroad,  near  Fairplay,  is  an  im- 
portant shipping  point.  Alma,  in  the 
western  part,  is  a  mining  camp.  In 
addition  to  these  towns  are  the  re- 
sorts before  mentioned  and  the  town 
of  Hartsel,  on  the  Colorado  Midland 
railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  a 
large  amount  of  government  land  in 
this  county,  including  both  homestead 
area  and  national  forest.  It  is  all  sub- 
ject to  patent  under  the  mineral  land 
laws  and  much  of  it  is  perhaps  highly 
mineralized.  Some  of  the  government 
land  is  also  well  adapted  to  farming 
and  stockraising.  Although  agricul- 
ture and  stockraising  have  been  car- 
ried on  successfully  here  for  many 
years,  there  is  still  considerable  room 
for  development  in  this  direction.  The 
coal  and  stone  resources  are  extensive, 
but  their  development  will  probably 
wait  on  the  improvement  of  transpor- 
tation facilities. 


PHILLIPS  COUNTY 

General  Description — Phillips  county 
lies  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the 
state,  the  north  boundary  being 
formed  by  Sedgwick  county,  and  the 
eastern  boundary  by  the  state  of 
Nebraska.  It  is  rectangular  in  outline, 
about  31  miles  long,  east  and  west, 
and  20  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  440,320 
acres,  or  a  little  more  than  two-thirds 
that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  Its 
surface  is  principally  level  prairie,  and 
the  altitude  varies  from  3,600  feet, 
in  the  east,  to  about  3,900  feet  in  the 
northwest. 

Early  History — This  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1889  from  a  part  of  Logan 
county  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
R.  O.  Phillips,  secretary  of  a  land  com- 
pany which  laid  out  a  number  of 
towns  in  northeastern  Colorado.  Like 
other  eastern  Colorado  counties,  it  was 
grazing  territory  in  the  70's  and  early 
80'5,  though  no  permanent  settlements 
were  established  during  this  period. 
The  era  of  agricultural  development 
began  about  1885  and  continued  ac- 
tively until  about  1893.  A  series  of  un- 
favorable seasons  at  this  time  discour- 
aged many  of  the  homesteaders  and 
they  gave  up  their  claims,  returning 
to  the  states  further  east  from  which 
they  came.  The  new  period  of  settle- 
ment began  in  the  late  90's  and  from 


that  time  on  agricultural  development 
has  been  very  rapid  and  successful. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
principally  level,  with  a  few  broken  or 
rolling  areas  in  the  north  and  extreme 
south.  The  soil  is  principally  a  sandy 
loam,  with  occasional  patches  of  adobe 
and  other  hard  soils.  It  is  uniformly 
fertile  and  generally  contains  just 
about  the  right  proportion  of  sand  to 
make  it  work  easily.  There  are  few 
sections  of  the  state  where  the  soil 
yields  better  crops  without  irrigation. 
There  is  no  soil  survey  of  this  area 
available. 

Population — Like  a  good  many  other 
counties  in  eastern  Colorado,  the  pop- 
ulation here  has  been  subject  to  some 
fluctuation.  In  1890  it  was  2,642,  and 
was  perhaps  still  larger  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1893.  A  succession  of  unfavor- 
able seasons  began  in  1893  and  in 
1900  the  population  had  decreased  to 
1,583.  In  1910  it  was  3,179.  The  pres- 
ent population  is  approximately  6,000. 
In  1910  the  foreign  -born  population 
was  8.8  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  being  Swed- 
ish and  German.  The  percentage  of 
foreign  population  is  somewhat  lower 
at  the  present  time. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — 
Frenchman  creek,  a  tributary  of  the 
Republican  river,  is  the  principal 
stream  in  the  county.  It  has  its 
source  further  west  in  Logan  county 
and  flows  east  through  the  central 
part  of  Phillips  county.  There  are  a 
few  other  small  streams,  principally 
tributaries  of  the  Republican  river. 
•These  streams  usually  become  dry,  or 
nearly  so,  during  the  summer  months 
and  for  that  reason  have  no  value  as 
sources  of  water  supply  for  irrigation 
purposes.  There  is  a  strong  under- 
flow of  "sheet  water"  here,  which  is 
reached  at  depths  varying  from  10 
to  220  feet.  Wells  sunk  to  this  under- 
flow are  pumped  principally  by  wind- 
mills and  furnish  a  large  portion  of 
the  water  for  domestic  purposes  and 
for  livestock.  In  some  cases  these 
wells  are  pumped  by  engines  and  a 
supply  of  water  for  irrigation  for 
limited  areas  is  obtained. 

Industries  —  The  principal  industry 
is  general  farming,  which  includes 
dairying  and  stockraising.  This  is  one 
of  the  best  nonirrigated  farming  sec- 
tions of  the  state.  There  is  almost  no 
waste  land  in  the  county  and  the  cul- 
tivated area  is  increasing  rapidly  each 
year.  The  district  tributary  to  Holy- 
oke  has  for  many  years  been  one  of 
the  most  successful  dairy  farming  sec- 
tions in  the   state.     Stockraising  was 
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formerly  the  principal  industry-,  but 
the  range  upon  which  stockmen  de- 
pended for  their  pasture  has  in  recent 
years  been  cut  up  into  comparatively 
small  farms  and  stockraising  opera- 
tions are  now  being  carried  on  in  a  dif- 
ferent way.  Most  farmers  keep  some 
beef  cattle  and  hogs,  but  cattle  here 
are  now  usually  fattened  for  market 
Instead  of  being  sold  for  feeders  as 
they  were  during  the  earlier  history 
of  the  county. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  potatoes, 
kafir,  milo  and  other  sorghums,  sudan 
grass  and  similar  forage  crops,  pinto 
beans  and  garden  vegetables.  Both 
spring  and  winter  wheat  are  grown 
here,  winter  wheat  perhaps  producing 
a  slightly  better  average  yield.  The 
production  of  sorghums  and  other  for- 
age crops  is  increasing  steadily. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  which  have  been  used 
to  a  limited  extent  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick;  building  sand  and  build- 
ing stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  395,095  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  89 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
this  is  all  classed  as  nonirrigated  farm 
land,  with  the  exception  of  railroad 
rights  of  way  and  town  and  city  lots. 
It  is,  however,  not  nearly  all  under 
cultivation,  much  of  it  being  used  only 
for  grazing  purposes,  though  suitable 
for  farming.  On  January  1,  1919,  there 
was  16,786  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land  in  the  county,  most  of  which 
is  suitable  for  farming  and  may  be 
purchased  through  the  state  land 
board  on  very  favorable  terms.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  561  acres  of 
government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  principally  small  isolated  tracts 
of  little  economic  value.  Land  in  this 
county  sells  at  from  $30  to  $10'0  an 
acre,  depending  principally  on  location 
and   improvements. 

Transportation. — A  branch  of  the 
Burlington  railroad  runs  through  the 
central  part  of  the  county  by  way  of 
Holyoke,  the  countyseat.  This  is  the 
only  railway  in  the  county. 

Highways — The  principal  highway  is 
the  Omaha-Lincoln-Denver  road,  an  im- 
portant automobile  route  leading  into 
the  state  from  the  east.  A  secondary 
state  highway  runs  north  from  Holy- 
oke to  Julesburg,  in  Sedgwick  county, 
and  south  from  Holyoke  to  Wray,  in 
Yuma  county.  The  numerous  county 
roads  are  comparatively  well  improved 
and    are    in    good    condition    the   year 


round.  They  are  in  a  general  way 
sufficient  to  care  for  the  present  agri- 
cultural development. 

Educational — There  are  39  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  59 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Holyoke  and  branch  county  highschool 
at  Haxtun  each  give  a  full  highschool 
course,  while  the  school  at  Amherst 
offers  two  years  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  consolidated  schools  at  Am- 
herst and  Peyton  Valley  and  a  cen- 
tralized school  at  Fairfield.  There  are 
no  private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  mild  and  equable,  well  suited 
for  general  farming  and  stockraising. 
The  summers  are  comparatively  long 
and  warm  and  the  winters  are  not  sub- 
ject to  extremely  low  temperatures. 
The  rainfall  varies  from  16  to  19 
inches,  being  the  heaviest  in  the  east- 
ern part.  Approximately  three-fourths 
of  it  comes  during  the  growing  season, 
between  April  and  October.  It  varies 
considerably  from  year  to  year,  but  is 
seldom  so  light  that  crops  especially 
adapted  to  this  locality  do  not  make 
fair  yields. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  little 
natural  scenery  here  of  interest  to 
tourists,  but  there  is  considerable  auto- 
mobile tourist  travel  over  the  Omaha- 
Lincoln-Denver  road  to  the  mountain- 
ous regions  further  west.  This  travel 
is  increasing  steadily  and, the  county 
derives  considerable  benefit  from  it. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Holyoke,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is 
located  on  the  Burlington  railroad  near 
the  central  part  of  the  county.  It  is 
the  center  of  a  prosperous  farming 
and  dairying  section  and  is  an  im- 
portant shipping  point.  Haxtun,  on 
the  Burlington  railroad,  in  the  western 
part,  is  the  center  of  a  rapidly  develop- 
ing general  farming  district  and  is 
growing  steadily.  Paoli,  a  compara- 
tively new  town  between  Haxtun  and 
Holyoke,  is  becoming  an  important 
grain  shipping  point. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  development. 
There  is  probably  200,000  acres  of 
arable  land  in  the  county  that  has 
never  been  broken.  It  has  excellent 
soil  and  under  proper  methods  of  cul- 
tivation yields  good  crops  of  small 
grain,  corn,  forages  and  similar  prod- 
ucts. The  rainfall  here  is  coini)arn- 
tively  regular  and  farmers  who  have 
lived  in  the  county  for  as  long  as  25 
years  say  there  has  not  been  an  abso- 
lute crop  failure  during  that  period. 
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PITKIN  COUNTY 

General  Description — Pitkin  county 
is  located  in  the  central  part  of  the 
state  just  west  of  the  main  range  of  the 
Rockies,  and  includes  a  portion  of  the 
highly  mineralized  area  that  first  in- 
troduced Colorado  to  the  world.  It  is 
of  extremely  irregular  outline,  about 
54  miles  in  length  along  the  north 
boundary  and  about  30  miles  in  width 
north  and  south  through  the  central 
part.  Its  area  is  652,160  acres,  or 
about  30,000  acres  less  than  the  state 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  surface  varies 
from  rugged  mountains  resplendent 
with  natural  grandeur  to  broad  valleys 
in  which  agriculture  is  practiced 
profitably.  Several  mesas  scattered 
through  the  county  provide  consider- 
able areas  of  level,  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive farm  land.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  6,625  feet  in  the  northwest- 
ern part  to  more  than  14,200  feet  at 
the  summits  of  some  of  the  peaks  in 
the  east  and  south. 

Early  History — The  first  white  set- 
tlers in  this  area  were  prospectors 
who  were  attracted  to  the  Leadville 
district,  but  found  it  overcrowded  and 
pushed  out  into  the  unknown  country 
further  west.  In  1879  these  fortune 
hunters  made  discoveries  of  rich  sil- 
ver ore  on  the  upper  Roaring  Fork 
and  one  or  two  cabins  were  erected  on 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Aspen. 
The  following  year  the  town  itself  was 
laid  out  and  soon  became  oije  of  the 
leading  mining  camps  of  the  west.  The 
principal  metal  value  found  here  was 
silver,  and  for  a  good  many  years  Pit- 
kin county  was  one  of  the  leading 
producers  of  the  white  metal.  A 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad  was  completed  to  Aspen  in 
1S87  and  the  Midland  line  was  finished 
to  the  town  the  following  year.  In 
1900  the  county  had  a  population  of 
8,929,  this  being  the  crest  of  the  boom. 
The  county  was  organized  in  1881  from 
a  part  of  Gunnison  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  of 
the  county  is  extremely  rugged  and 
picturesque  along  the  Continental  di- 
vide and  the  other  ranges  which  form 
the  natural  topographic  boundaries  be- 
tween Pitkin  and  its  neighboring 
counties.  There  is  a  large  area  of 
level  land  in  the  valleys  of  the  Frying 
Pan,  Roaring  Fork  and  Crystal  rivers, 
as  well  as  along  all  of  the  tributaries 
of  these  main  drainage  streams  of  the 
county.  These  valleys  compare  fa- 
vorably with  the  best  farming  land  in 
the  state  as  to  soil  fertility,  climate 
and  the  production  of  diversified  crops. 
The    soil    is    deep,  fertile    and    excep- 


tionally free  from  rock,  while  the 
growing  season  is  sufficiently  long  to 
allow  the  usual  farm  crops  to  mature. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  4,566.  At  the  present  time  it  is 
about  4,000  and  is  located  principally 
in  the  mining  districts.  The  foreign- 
born  population  in  1910  was  27.2  per 
cent  of  the  total,  compared  with  29.2 
per  cent  in  1900.  The  percentage  is 
somewhat  lower  now  than  it  was  in 
1910.  Most  of  the  foreigners  are  metal 
miners.  Previous  to  the  war  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  were  Aus- 
trian, Italian,  Swedish  and  English. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The  ter- 
ritory included  in  this  county  lies  in  the 
Grand  river  watershed.  The  principal 
streams  are  the  Frying  Pan,  Roaring 
Fork  and  Crystal  rivers,  all  tributaries 
of  the  Grand  river.  These  rivers  have 
their  sources  in  regions  of  extremely 
high  precipitation  and  carry  plenty  of 
water  the  year  round. 

Industries — Metal  mining  is  one  of 
the  principal  industries  and  the  Aspen 
district  has  attained  worldwide  fame 
as  a  steady  producer  of  silver  and 
lead  ores.  Stockraising,  however,  has 
now  increased  to  a  point  where  it 
challenges  the  superiority  of  the  min- 
ing industry.  Stock  produced  from  the 
Pitkin  county  ranges  command  usu- 
ally higher  prices  on  the  market  than 
stock  from  the  lower  sections  of  the 
state.  The  raising  of  purebred  Here- 
ford and  Shorthorn  cattle  is  becom- 
ing common  in  the  valleys.  Raising  of 
general  farm  crops  is  also  an  industry 
that  is  gradually  on  the  increase  and 
destined  to  become  a  potent  factor  in 
the  development  of  the  county. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  arsenic,  barium, 
clays,  coal,  copper,  gold,  iron,  lead,  sil- 
ver, zinc,  and  a  wide  variety  of  build- 
ing stones. 

Timber — There  is  plenty  of  heavy 
timber  on  the  mountain  slopes,  prin- 
cipally pine,  spruce  and  cedar. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  84,805  acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
about  13  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  15,283  acres  of  this  is  irri- 
gated farm  land,  480  acres  nonirrigated 
farm  land,  40,131  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  mineral  land,  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
1,987  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  including  some 
good  agricultural  land.  On  July  1, 
1918,    there   was    52,906   acres   of   gov- 
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eminent  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  most  of  which  is  of  little  value 
except  for  grazing  purposes.  The 
national  forest  area  is  510,568  acres. 
Irrigated  land  sells  here  at  from  $50  to 
$125  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land  at 
from  $5  to  $30  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Colorado  Midland  railroad  runs 
across  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
county  and  follows  the  north  boundary 
for  several  miles  along  the  Frying 
Pan  river.  Branches  of  both  the  Mid- 
land and  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroads  extend  south  along  the  Roar- 
ing Fork  river  to  Aspen.  The  Crystal 
River  railroad  runs  south  along 
Crystal  river  from  Carbondale  to  the 
town  of  Marble,  in  Gunnison  county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  road 
is  Highway  No.  25,  running  from  Glen- 
wood  Springs  up  the  Roaring  Fork 
valley  to  Aspen  and  thence  east  over 
the  Continental  divide  at  Independ- 
ence pass,  being  a  link  of  the  Ocean 
to  Ocean  highway.  Numerous  other 
roads  and  trails  are  used  principally 
to  serve  the  several  mining  camps. 

Educational  —  There  are  19  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  37 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Aspen  and 
Basalt  offer  a  full  highschool  course. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county, 

Cllmatological  Data  —  The  rainfall 
is  heavy  in  all  sections  of  this  county. 
In  the  southern  part  along  the  moun- 
tain range  it  averages  above  25  inches 
annually.  The  lowest  average  annual 
precipitation  along  the  north  boundary 
is  perhaps  about  20  inches.  In  the 
winter  the  snowfall  is  ordinarily  heavy, 
thereby  offering  ample  moisture  to 
provide  water  for  power  and  irriga- 
tion purposes,  but  this  county  is  not 
subject  to  extremely  low  temperatures, 
except  in  the  high  altitudes  in  the 
southern  part.  The  weather  bureau 
records  indicate  that  in  some  years 
the  ground  is  practically  devoid  of 
snow  up  to  the  first  of  the  year  in  the 
farming  communities;  and  as  a  rule 
the  snow  has  disappeared  in  time  to 
allow  early  plowing  and  cultivation.  A 
failure  of  crops  owing  to  climatic  con- 
ditions has  seldom  occurred.  The  sum- 
mers are  warm,  but  are  not  character- 
ized by  the  extreme  heat  of  the  lower 
elevations.  Mountain  breezes  tend  to 
equalize  the  temperature.  The  nights 
are  always  cool  and  the  days  warm. 
In  summer  the  climate  is  ideal;  in 
winter  it  is  not  severe. 

Tourist  Attractions — Pitkin  county 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  within 
Its   borders   some  of  the   most  pictur- 


esque mountain  scenery  to  be  found 
in  the  Rocky  mountains.  Its  eastern 
boundary  lies  upon  the  Continental 
divide,  with  Grizzly  peak,  14,020  feet, 
its  highest  point.  From  Grizzly  peak 
there  juts  out  to  the  west  the  Elk 
Mountain  range,  a  spur  of  the  Rockies, 
which  culminates  in  Castle  peak, 
14,259  feet  high.  This  great  mountain 
uplift  is  broken  by  long  spurs  running 
north  to  the  valley  floor,  with  clear 
mountain  streams  running  between. 
These  streams  are  all  well  stocked 
with  trout  and  have  many  delightful 
camping  spots  along  their  courses. 
Better  highway  facilities  are  the  prin- 
cipal need  for  the  development  of  this 
scenic  region. 

Towns — Aspen,  the  countyseat,  is 
the  principal  city  and  the  most  im- 
portant mining  camp  and  supply  point. 
Among  the  other  towns  are  Norrie, 
Thomasville,  Ruedi,  Janeway,  Sewell, 
Emma  and  Rathbone, 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
direction  of  mining  development.  Al- 
though this  county  has  been  producing 
metals  steadily  for  more  than  35 
years,  there  are  still  wide  areas  that 
have  been  only  inadequately  pros- 
pected and  possible  mineral  deposits 
fully  as  rich  as  those  now  being 
worked  yet  lie  hidden  beneath  the 
mountain  sides.  There  are  rich  coal 
deposits  in  the  county  which  have 
been  but  little  developed.  The  stone 
and  other''  mineral  resources  will  prob- 
ably wait  for  development  until  the 
tributary  Rocky  mountain  territory  is 
more  thickly  settled.  Opportunities 
are  open  for  the  settler  and  prospec- 
tive purchaser  of  ranch  property  for 
stockraising  and  for  the  production  of 
general  farm  crops.  There  is  no  bet- 
ter farming  land  in  the  entire  state 
than  is  found  in  the  garden  spots  of 
this  county,  along  the  broad  expanses 
of  fertile  soil  in  the  valleys. 


PROWERS  COUNTY 

General  Description — Prowers  coun- 
ty lies  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
state,  including  a  large  part  of  the 
Arkansas  valley.  The  eastern  bound- 
ary is  formed  by  the  state  of  Kansas. 
It  is  an  almost  perfect  rectangle  48 
miles  long,  north  and  south,  and  37 
miles  wide.  Its  area  is  1.043,200  acres, 
or  about  200,000  acres  less  than  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  surface 
is  principally  level  valley  in  the  north 
and  somewhat  higher  broken  prairie 
in  the  south.  The  altitude  varies  from 
3,200  feet  at  the  point  where  the 
Arkansas    river    crosses    the    eastern 
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boundary  to   about    4,000    feet    in    the 
southwest. 

Early  History — Prowers  county  is  on 
the  route  of  most  of  the  early  visitors 
to  Colorado.  Pike  and  his  little  band 
of  soldiers  followed  the  Arkansas  river 
through  this  county  in  1806;  Long's 
party  took  the  same  course  in  1820; 
in  1845  Fremont  went  this  way  on  his 
third  expedition  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains; Captain  Gunnison  with  his  ex- 
pedition passed  this  way  in  1853;  Gen- 
eral Stephen  W.  Kearney  followed  this 
route  with  his  little  army  bound  for 
New  Mexico  in  1846,  taking  this  detour 
for  the  sake  of  safety  instead  of  the 
old  Santa  Fe  Trail  across  the  south- 
eastern corner  of  Baca  county;  Green 
Russell  and  his  little  band  of  gold 
seekers  took  the  same  trail  in  their 
journey  to  the  Pikes  Peak  region  in 
1858.  The  early  settlers  in  the  county 
were  principally  stockmen  who  began 
to  come  in  the  60's.  In  the  early  80's 
the  development  of  agriculture  began 
and  has  been  rapid  in  this  county 
ever  since.  Prowers  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1889  from  a  part  of  Bent 
county  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
John  W.  Prowers,  an  early  associate  of 
William  Bent  and  a  representative  in 
the  Colorado  legislature  in  1881-1882, 

Surface  and  Soil — The  Arkansas 
river  crosses  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  and  its  broad  valley  contains 
practically  all  of  the  irrigated  farm 
land.  South  of  this  river  the  surface 
rises  into  broken  table  land  contain- 
ing much  good  nonirrigated  farming 
territory.  The  soil  in  the  valley  is 
chiefly  underlaid  with  Benton  and 
Dakota  sediments,  and  is  principally 
an  alluvial  or  sandy  loam  with  re- 
stricted areas  of  adobe  and  other 
harder  soils.  On  the  uplands  the 
soil  is  principally  a  sandy  loam,  very 
fertile  and  yielding  readily  to  cultiva- 
tion. It  is  very  retentive  of  moisture 
and  in  recent  years  has  proved  to  be 
of  excellent  agricultural  character. 
There  is  a  detailed  soil  survey  of  this 
area  available,  to  be  found  in  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  bureau  of  soils,  de- 
partment of  agriculture,  for  the  year 
1902. 

Population — The  population  of  this 
county  has  grown  steadily.  In  1890 
it  was  1,969;  in  1900  it  was  3,766,  and 
had  increased  to  9,520  in  1910.  The 
present  population  is  approximately 
16,000.  In  1910  the  foreign-born  popu- 
lation was  8.2  per  cent  of  the  total.  At 
that  time  the  principal  foreign  na- 
tionalities were  Mexican  and  German. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Arkansas     river     and     its     tributaries 


drain  the  county  and  furnish  much  of 
the  water  for  irrigation.  A  group  of 
large  reservoirs  lie  in  the  southern 
part  of  Kiowa  county  and  extend  into 
northern  Prowers  county,  furnishing 
water  for  the  irrigation  of  a  large  area 
of  land.  North  of  Lamar  there  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  systems  of  irri- 
gation from  reservoirs  in  the  state. 
Water  for  domestic  purposes  is  ob- 
tained principally  from  wells  and  is 
reached  at  depths  varying  from  10  to 
75  feet. 

industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing,  dairy  farming  and  manufacturing. 
Until  recently  farming  operations  were 
confined  largely  to  the  Arkansas  val- 
ley and  the  southern  part  of  the  coun- 
ty was  used  exclusively  for  grazing 
purposes.  In  recent  years  farming 
without  irrigation  has  been  extended 
rather  rapidly  in  the  south  and  is  prov- 
ing very  successful.  A  beet  sugar  fac- 
tory belonging  to  the  American  Beet 
Sugar  company  is  located  at  Lamar. 
The  Helvetia  Milk  Condensing  com- 
pany has  a  large  condensary  at  Lamar. 
It  was  opened  in  the  early  part  of 
1914.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  suffi- 
cient to  handle  the  production  of 
12,000  dairy  cattle,  or  150,000  pounds 
of  milk  daily.  There  are  large  alfalfa 
meal  mills  located  at  Hartman,  Bristol, 
Kornman,  Wiley,  May  Valley,  Holly 
and  Millwood.  A  flour  mill,  said  to  be 
the  second  largest  in  the  state,  is  lo- 
cated at  Lamar,  milling  local  wheat, 
which  is  raised  extensively  in  Prowers 
and  adjoining  counties. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hay,  sugar  beets,  canta- 
loupes and  other  melons,  wheat,  oats, 
rye,  barley,  corn,  potatoes  and  garden 
vegetables.  Broomcorn  and  various 
forage  crops  are  grown  rather  exten- 
sively in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  glass  sand,  building 
sand,  stone  of  several  varieties  and 
valuable  shale. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  585,567  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  56  per  cent  of  the  total  area.  Of 
this  amount,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  county  assessor,  88,461  acres  is 
irrigated  farm  land,  4,128  acres  natural 
hay  land,  4.907  acres  nonirrigated 
farm  land  and  484,990  acres  grazing 
land.  The  remainder  is  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
.January  1,  1919,  there  was  55,459 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  much  of  which  is  suitable 
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for  farming  and  may  be  bought 
through  the  state  land  board  on  very- 
favorable  terms.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  14,828  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  prin- 
cipally small  isolated  tracts  of  little 
economic  value.  Irrigated  land  sells 
here  at  from  $75  to  $200  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land  at  from  $10  to  $40 
an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Santa  Fe  follows  the  Arkansas 
river  through  the  county,  running 
south  of  the  river  most  of  the  way. 
The  Arkansas  Valley  branch  of  this 
road  leaves  the  main  line  at  Holly  and 
runs  through  the  irrigated  district 
north  of  the  river.  It  is  connected 
with  the  main  line  by  a  branch  road 
extending  from  Lamar  to  Kornman 
Junction  and  north  to  May  Valley. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Santa  Fe  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  a  general  way  the  course  of 
the  Arkansas  river  through  the  county. 
A  secondary  state  highway  runs  south 
of  this  road  into  Baca  county;  another 
runs  south  from  Lamar  to  Springfield, 
the  countyseat  of  Baca  county.  Nu- 
merous county  roads  are  fairly  well 
improved  and  sufficient  for  the  trans- 
portation of  crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  66  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  140 
teachers.  There  are  highschools  at 
Lamar,  Holly,  Granada  and  Wiley,  each 
offering  a  full  highschool  course,  while 
a  number  of  other  schools  in  the  coun- 
f  ty  give  from  one  to  three  years  of  high- 
school  work.  There  are  an  academy  and 
a  business  college  at  Lamar. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here,  as  in  other  sections  of  the  Ar- 
kansas valley,  is  mild  and  open,  very 
healthful  and  well  adapted  to  general 
farming  and  stockraising,  there  being 
more  full  days  of  sunshine  than  at 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  or  Los  Angeles,  as 
shown  by  the  records  of  the  United 
States  weather  bureau.  The  summers 
are  longer  than  in  most  sections  of 
Colorado;  the  winters  are  compara- 
tively short  and  mild.  The  rainfall  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  varies 
from  12  to  15  inches  and  in  the  south- 
ern part  from  15  to  18  inches. 

Tourist  Attractions — The  Santa  Fe 
Trail  is  one  of  the  principal  routes  for 
automobile  tourists  from  the  east  into 
('olorado.  In  recent  years  there  has 
been  conKideral)]e  tourist  travel  from 
points  in  this  county,  principally  Holly 
and  Lamar,  south  into  Baca  county. 
Although  Prowers  county  has  none  of 
the  rugged  scenery  which  attracts  tour- 


ists in  large  numbers  to  Colorado,  It 
has  an  agricultural  development  under 
irrigation  not  surpassed  in  any  other 
part  of  the  country,  and  tourists  often 
spend  many  days  traveling  through  the 
farming  districts. 

Cities  and  Towns — Lamar,  the  coun- 
tyseat and  principal  city,  is  located  on 
the  Santa  Fe  railroad  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county.  It  possesses  water 
works,  sewer  system,  electric  light  and 
power  plant,  public  heating  plant  and 
a  1,025-barrel  flour  mill.  The  Inter- 
mountain  Railway,  Light  and  Power 
company,  which  has  its  headquarters 
and  power  plant  at  Lamar,  is  extend- 
ing its  transmission  lines  to  carry  elec- 
tric light  into  railroad  towns  in  both 
Bent  and  Prowers  counties,  with  dis- 
tributing plants  and  lines  to  provide 
electric  light  and  power  for  hundreds 
of  farmers  in  many  of  the  smaller  ru- 
ral communities.  Holly,  on  the  Santa 
Fe  near  the  eastern  boundary,  is  the 
center  of  a  prosperous  agricultural  dis- 
trict and  is  the  second  city  in  size.  It 
has  a  good  system  of  water  works, 
sewer  system,  electric  light  and  power, 
and  is  an  ideal  residence  city.  Other 
towns  are  Granada,  on  the  main  line 
of  the  Santa  Fe;  Wiley,  Bristol  and 
Hartman  on  the  Arkansas  Valley 
branch;  and  Webb  and  Plains  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing development.  A  large  area  of 
good  farming  land  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  county  is  not  yet  in  cultivation 
and  the  experience  of  good  farmers  in 
this  territory  in  the  past  few  years  has 
proved  that  farming  without  irriga- 
tion, especially  with  dairy  farming  as 
a  basis  of  operation,  will  be  uniformly 
successful.  There  are  extensive  de- 
posits of  good  glass  sand  near  Lamar, 
which  have  been  thoroughly  tested  and 
proved  to  be  equal  to  the  best  glass 
sand  found  in  this  country.  Drilling 
for  oil  has  been  in  progress  in  this  lo- 
cality for  a  good  while.  If  oil  or  gas 
should  be  developed  in  commercial 
quantities  the  establishment  of  glass 
factories  would  be  especially  profita- 
ble. There  is  considerable  good  build- 
ing stone,  principally  sandstone,  in 
the  county. 


PUEBLO  COUNTY 

General  Description — Pueblo  county 
lies  in  the  south-central  part  of  the 
state  and  inchides  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  Arkansas  valley,  one  of  the 
best  known  agricultural  areas  in  Colo- 
rado.    It  has  an  irregular  outline  with 
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an  extreme  length,  north  and  south,  of 
54  miles  on  the  eastern  boundary,  and 
an  extreme  width  of  54  miles.  Its  area 
is  1,557,120  acres,  or  a  little  more  than 
one-half  that  of  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut. The  surface  is  principally  a 
broken  plain,  through  the  central  part 
of  which  passes  the  valley  of  the  Ar- 
kansas river.  In  the  southwest  it  rises 
gradually  into  a  rugged  foothill  dis- 
trict, the  altitude  varying  from  about 
4,350  feet,  at  the  point  where  the  Ar- 
kansas river  crosses  the  eastern  bound- 
ary, to  a  little  over  8,000  feet  in  the 
extreme   southwest. 

Early  History  —  Captain  Zebulon 
Pike  and  his  party  of  explorers  camped 
at  the  mouth  of  Fountain  creek  in  No- 
vember, 1806,  and  built  a  breastwork 
of  cotlonwood  logs  for  defense.  It  was 
from  this  camp  that  Pike  started  on 
his  attempt  to  scale  Pikes  peak.  Two 
members  of  Long's  expedition  visited 
this  same  territory  in  1820,  but  found 
DO  traces  of  Pike's  stockade.  Jacob 
Fowler  and  a  party  of  adventurers  vis- 
ited this  region  in  1822  and  built  a  log 
house  near  the  present  site  of  the  city 
of  Pueblo.  Charles  and  William  Bent 
built  a  fort  and  trading  post  some  dis- 
tance west  of  the  mouth  of  Fountain 
creek  .in  1826,  but  soon  abandoned  it 
for  another  which  they  built  near  the 
present  site  of  the  city  of  Las  Animas. 
Jim  Beckwith,  a  mulatto,  perhaps  es- 
tablished the  first  actual  settle- 
ment where  Pueblo  now  stands,  in 
1842.  It  was  a  sort  of  adobe  fort  en- 
closed with  Cottonwood  pickets,  built 
for  protection  against  the  Indians,  and 
was  called  Fort  Nepesta.  It  was 
burned  and  plundered  by  Ute  Indians 
on  Christmas  day,  1854.  Captain  Gun- 
Dison  passed  through  what  is  now  Pu- 
eblo county  along  the  Arkansas  river, 
in  the  early  part  of  1853,  and  wrote  an 
interesting  account  of  his  visit  here. 
Green  Russell  and  his  party  of  pros- 
pectors passed  up  the  Arkansas  river 
in  June,  1858,  and  turned  north  up 
Fountain  creek  toward  the  Pikes  Peak 
region.  In  1859  a  settlement  was  be- 
gun on  the  east  side  of  Fountain  creek, 
:alled  Fountain  City.  About  two  years 
later  a  rival  town  was  laid  out  on  the 
bank  of  the  Arkansas  river  and  was 
called  Pueblo.  These  settlements 
grew  very  slowly  until  early  in  the 
70's,  when  a  large  influx  of  stockmen 
a-nd  homesteaders  through  this  part  of 
Colorado  gave  them  a  new  lease  on 
iife.  From  that  time  on  the  growth  of 
the  city  of  Pueblo  was  rapid.  Pueblo 
county  was  one  of  the  original  17 
counties  in  Colorado  territory. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  soil  is  prin- 
cipally a  sandy  loam  in  the  more  ele- 


vated prairie  sections  and  an  alluvial 
or  clayey  loam  in  the  Arkansas  valley. 
There  are  some  districts  having  con- 
siderable slate  and  shale,  much  cut 
by  erosions  and  unsuitable  for  culti- 
vation. These  are  of  limited  area. 
Most  of  the  prairie  part  of  the  county 
is  comparatively  level.  In  the  south- 
west the  surface  is  hilly  and  moun- 
tainous, with  numerous  small  moun- 
tain valleys  containing  some  good 
farm  land  and  a  large  amount  of  fine 
grazing  area.  No  soil  survey  of  this 
county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  Pu- 
eblo county  has  grown  very  rapidly. 
In  188a  it  was  7,617;  in  1890  it  was 
31,491;  in  1900  it  was  34,448;  and  in 
1910  it  was  52,223.  The  present  popu- 
lation is  about  70,000.  In  1910  the  for- 
eign-born population  was  18.5  per  cent 
of  the  total,  the  principal  foreign  na- 
tionalities being  Austrian,  Italian,  Ger- 
man, Irish  and  English.  At  that  time 
the  urban  population  was  85  per  cent 
of  the  total,  being  confined  to  the  city 
of  Pueblo. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Arkansas  river  flows  through  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  and,  with  its 
tributaries,  furnishes  the  drainage  and 
supplies  water  for  irrigation.  The  Ar- 
kansas river  and  most  of  the  tributary 
streams  carry  plenty  of  water  the  year 
round,  the  supply  being  sufficient  for 
irrigation  of  much  more  land  than  is 
now  being  watered.  In  the  agricul- 
tural districts  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  obtained  largely  from  wells. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  manufacturing,  agriculture,  stock- 
raising,  dairying  and  quarrying.  Man- 
ufacturing is  confined  largely  to  the 
city  of  Pueblo  and  its  suburbs.  The 
steel  mills  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron 
company  are  located  here,  employing 
over  6,000  men.  There  are  more  than 
100  other  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, representing  about  30  different 
lines  of  the  manufacturing  industry. 
It  is  an  important  packing  center,  has 
the  largest  brick  and  tile  works  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river  and  the  largest 
tent  and  awning,  factory  in  the  west. 
Its  factories  employ  about  7.500  men 
and  have  a  monthly  pay  roll  of  about 
$1,500,000.  Farming  under  irrigation 
is  confined  to  the  valley  of  the  Arkan- 
sas river  and  the  narrower  valleys  of 
a  few  of  its  tributaries.  Farming  with- 
out irrigation  is  being  rapidly  extend- 
ed on  the  prairie  lands  north  and  south 
of  the  river  and  is  proving  almost  uni- 
formly successful.  The  dairying  in- 
dustry has  developed  very  rapidly  in 
the  past  half  dozen  years.     Important 
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stone  quarries  are  located  on  Turkey 
creek,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
county,  at  Lime,  south  of  Pueblo,  and 
at  various  other  places.  Pueblo  county 
sandstone,  quarried  on  Turkey  creek, 
was  used  for  the  construction  of  the 
Pueblo  county  courthouse  and  for  nu- 
merous other  structures  in  the  state. 
Marble  from  Pueblo  county  has  also 
been  used  extensively  for  building  pur- 
poses. The  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  com- 
pany quarries  large  amounts  of  lime- 
stone annually,  principally  from  the 
deposits  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of 
Lime.    - 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  wheat,  oats,  rye, 
barley,  corn,  potatoes,  sugar  beets, 
pinto  beans,  garden  vegetables,  small 
fruits  and  some  tree  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays  of  many  varieties,  in- 
cluding excellent  fireclay;  good  glass 
sand,  marble,  granite,  limestone,  sand- 
stone and  other  building  stones.  Drill- 
ing for  petroleum  i's  now  going  on  in 
several  parts  of  the  county  and  favor- 
able showings  of  oil  have  been  found. 

Timber — There  is  some  timber  in  the 
southeastern  part,  principally  pine,  ce- 
dar and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  774,542  acres  of  private- 
ly-owned land  in  the  county,  or  ap- 
proximately 50  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  Of  this  amount,  according  to 
the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
6,402  acres  was  classed  as  improved 
fruit  land,  39,746  acres  irrigated  farm 
land,  63,245  acres  nonirrigated  farm 
land,  641,767  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  the  land  classed 
by  the  assessor  as  improved  fruit  land 
is  in  reality  suburban  property.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  was  220,180 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  a  large  percentage  of 
which  is  suitable  for  farming  and  may 
be  purchased  through  the  state  land 
board  on  very  favorable  terms.  This 
is  the  largest  amount  of  unappro- 
priated state  land  to  be  found  in  any 
county  in  the  state.  On  July  1,  1918, 
there  was  1,900  acres  of  government 
land  open  to  homestead  entry,  i)rin- 
cipally  small  isolated  tracts  of  little 
economic  value.  The  national  forest 
area  is  35,456  acres.  Irrigated  land 
sells  here  at  from  $75  to  $300  an  acre 
and  nonirrigated  land  at  from  $10  to 
$35  an  acre. 

Transportation — This  county  is  well 
served  by  railroads,  the  city  of  Pueblo 


being  one  of  the  most  important  rail- 
road centers  in  the  west.  The  Santa 
Fe  and  Missouri  Pacific  railroads  fol- 
low the  course  of  the  Arkansas  river 
west  to  Pueblo,  and  the  Santa  Fe  runs 
west  to  Canon  City  and  north  to  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Denver.  The  Colo- 
rado &  Southern  and  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroads  run  north  and  south 
through  the  county  by  way  of  Pueblo 
to  Trinidad,  in  Las  Animas  county. 
The  main  line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad  runs  west  from  Pueblo 
along  the  Arkansas  river  to  Canon 
City  and  Leadville  and  thence  west  to 
Grand  Junction  and  Salt  Lake  City. 
The  Colorado-Kansas  railroad  runs 
northeast  from  Pueblo  to  the  stone 
quarries  in  upper  Turkey  creek,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Stone  City. 

Highways — The  county  is  also  well 
served  with  primary  state  highways. 
The  North  and  South  road  runs 
through  the  central  part  of  the  coun- 
ty by  way  of  Pueblo,  and  the  Santa 
Fe  Trail,  one  of  the  principal  highways 
entering  the  state  from  the  east,  fol- 
lows the  Arkansas  river  to  Pueblo  and 
westward  as  the  Rainbow  Route  to 
Canon  City,  Salida,  Gunnison,  Grand 
Junction  and  Salt  Lake  City.  There 
are  numerous  secondary  state  high- 
ways and  county  roads,  generally  well 
improved  and  maintained.  This  coun- 
ty has  one  of  the  best  highway  systems 
in  Colorado. 

Educational — There  are  88  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  385 
teachers.  The  Central  and  Centen- 
nial highschools,  both  at  Pueblo,  offer 
a  fuM  highschool  course,  while  the 
schools  at  Pinon,  Rye.  Ilndercliffe, 
Avondale  Station,  Avondale  and  Boone 
give  two  years  of  highschool  work  and 
those  at  Mount  View,  Eden  and  Siloam 
give  one  year.  There  are  consolidated 
schools  at  Pinon,  Lime,  Vineland  and 
Avondale.  There  are  also  a  number 
of  private  schools  and  business  col- 
leges located  in  Pueblo. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
mild  and  equable.  The  city  of  Pueblo 
and  the  Arkansas  valley  have  a  very 
high  percentage  of  sunshine,  the  aver- 
age being  more  than  300  sunshiny 
days  annually.  The  rainfall  in  the 
northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
county,  including  the  Arkansas  valley, 
averages  from  12  to  15  inches  annually. 
In  the  southwest  it  increases  very  rap- 
idly, being  more  than  25  inches  an- 
nually in  the  extreme  southwestern 
corner. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  Automobile 
tourist  travel  to  this  county  is  very 
heavy  and  is  increasing  steadily.    The 
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Santa  Fe  Trail  is  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular automobile  tourist  routes  from  the 
east  into  Colorado  and  the  Midland 
Trail  is  perhaps  the  most  heavily  trav- 
eled automobile  highway  across  the 
Rocky  mountains  in  Colorado.  In  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  there 
is  an  attractive  scenic  mountainous 
area  which  is  reached  by  good  automo- 
bile highways  from  Pueblo.  Beulah 
and  Rye  are  the  most  important  tour- 
ist points  in  this  section  of  the  state. 
The  streams  in  this  region  are  fairly 
well  stocked  with  trout  and  are  popu- 
lar fishing  waters. 

Cities  and  Towns —  Pueblo,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  second  city  in  Colo- 
rado in  size.  One  of  the  largest  manu- 
facturing centers  in  the  west,  and  a 
railroad  point  of  great  and  growing  im- 
portance. It  has  a  large  wholesale  and 
jobbing  trade  and  its  trade  territory  is 
being  steadily  extended.  Among  the 
other  important  towns  are  Boone, 
Avondale  and  Nepesta,  in  the  Arkan- 
sas valley;  Eden  and  Pinon,  on  Foun- 
tain creek;  Lime  and  Brooks,  south 
of  Pueblo;  Turkey  Creek  and  Stone 
City,  in  the  northwest;  and  Beulah 
and  Rye,  in  the  southwest. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  per- 
haps 300,000  acres  of  arable  land  in 
this  county  not  yet  broken.  Until  re- 
cently most  of  the  prairie  land  in  Pu- 
eblo county  was  utilized  for  grazing 
purposes.  At  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, much  of  this  grazing  land  is  be- 
ing broken  and  farmed  and  such  agri- 
cultural operations  are  proving  very 
successful.  Small  grains,  pinto  beans 
and  forasre  crops  do  well  in  the  nonir- 
rigated  districts,  the  rainfall  being  al- 
most always  sufficient  for  maturing  the 
varieties  best  adapted  to  this  territory. 
The  building  stone  resources  of  the 
county  are  very  extensive  and  only 
partially  and  imperfectly  developed. 
There  are  excellent  deposits  of  glass 
sand  along  the  Arkansas  river,  which 
would  be  rapidly  developed  for  the 
manufacture  of  glass  should  oil  or  gas 
be  discovered  here  in  commercial 
quantities.  There  is  considerable  min- 
eralized area  in  the  southwest,  which 
has  been  prospected  extensively,  but 
never  developed. 


RIO  BLANCO  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Rio  Blanco 
county  lies  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  state,  the  western  boundary  be- 
ing formed  by  the  state  of  Utah.  It 
is  of  an  irregular  rectangular  shape, 
forming  the  north  portion  of  the  old 
Uinta  Indian  reservation.  Its  area 
is  2,062,720  acres,  or  about  two-thirds 


that  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  It  is 
the  fourth  county  in  Colorado  in  size, 
being  surpassed  only  by  Las  Animas, 
Moffat  and  Weld  counties.  Its  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  is  about  110 
miles  and  the  extreme  width  along 
the  western  boundary  is  about  40 
miles.  The  surface  in  the  west 
is  a  high  broken  plateau,  rising 
rather  abruptly  in  the  east  to  the 
mountainous  district  known  as  the 
White  river  plateau.  The  alti- 
tude varies  from  about  5,800  feet  at 
the  western  boundary  to  more  than 
12,000  feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of 
the  peaks  in  the  eastern  part. 

Early  History — This  territory  has 
played  a  prominent  part  in  the  early 
history  of  Colorado  as  a  result  of  en- 
counters here  with  the  Ute  Indians, 
which  finally  led  to  the  removal  of  all 
Colorado  members  of  this  tribe  to 
western  Utah.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
Nathan  C.  Meeker,  for  whom  the  town 
of  Meeker,  the  countyseat  of  Rio 
Blanco  county  was  named,  was  ap- 
pointed Indian  agent  in  this  territory. 
He  had  trouble  with  the  Indians  from 
the  first  and  in  the  fall  of  1879  he 
asked  for  troops  to  protect  him  and  his 
associates.  Major  T.  T.  Thornburgh, 
with  a  company  of  160  men,  was  com- 
missioned to  assist  Meeker,  and  start- 
ed for  the  White  River  agency  in  Sep- 
tember of  1879.  On  the  morning  of 
September  29th  Major  Thornburgh  and 
his  men  were  ambushed  in  Red  canon, 
a  narrow  ravine  in  the  north  part  of 
Rio  Blanco  county,  and  15  soldiers 
were  killed  and  35  wounded.  Major 
Thornburgh  himself  was  killed  and 
scalped.  Meanwhile  a  party  of  Utes 
attacked  Meeker  and  the  employees  at 
the  Indian  agency,  killed  most  of  them 
and  took  the  women  prisoners.  Im>- 
mediately  following  these  outrages 
there  was  a  general  demand  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indians  from  this  terri- 
tory and  in  1881  about  17,000'  of  them 
were  placed  on  the  Uinta  reservation 
in  Utah.  Rio  Blanco  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1889  from  the  northern  por- 
tion of  Garfield  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  principal  ag- 
ricultural land  is  found  in  the  valley 
of  the  White  river  and  on  the  high 
plateau  south  of  this  stream.  The 
surface  of  this  plateau  is  broken  by 
numerous  streams,  most  of  which  flow 
through  deep  ravines.  The  mesas  be- 
tween these  streams  contain  large 
areas  of  fertile  agricultural  and  graz- 
ing land.  The  soil  is  principally  sandy 
loam  or  alluvial  deposits  of  great 
depth  and  very  fertile.  The  eastern 
part  of  the  county  is  mountainous.  No 
soil  survey  of  this  area  is  available. 
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Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  2,332,  as  compared  with  1.690  in 
1900.  At  the  present  time  the  popula- 
tion is  about  3,500.  In  1910  the  for- 
eign-born white  population  made  up 
about  8.2  per  cent  of  the  total.  The 
percentage  is  perhaps  about  the  same 
at  the  present  time. 

Drainage     and     Water    Supply — The 

White  river  and  its  tributaries  drain 
most  all  of  the  county  and  furnish  wa- 
ter for  irrigation  and  other  purposes. 
While  there  is  comparatively  liUle 
land  being  cultivated  under  irrigation, 
there  is  water  available  for  practically- 
all  of  the  arable  land  which  does  not 
lie  too  high  to  be  watered.  Domestic 
water  in  most  sections  is  obtained 
from  wells  and  is  found  at  depths 
ranging  from  15  to  75  feet. 

Industries. — General  farming,  includ- 
ing stockraising  and  dairying,  is  the 
principal  industry.  The  area  included 
in  this  county  has  long  been  one  of  the 
principal  ojien  range  sections  of  Colo- 
rado and  great  herds  of  beef  cattle 
still  graze  on  the  plateaus  and  along 
the  streams.  There  are  valuable  coal 
deposits,  but  they  have  been  worked 
only  to  supply  fuel  for  local  use.  Rich 
mineral  beds  are  found  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county,  especially  oil  shale 
and  carnotite,  but  they  are  almost 
wholly  undeveloped.  Lumbering  has 
been  followed  to  a  limited  extent  only 
to  supply  the  local  demand. 

Crops — The  princij^al  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  po.tatoes  and  small 
grains. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  asphaltic  rock,  asphaltic 
sand,  carnotite,  coal,  petroleum,  oil 
shale,  sandstone,  limestone,  granite 
and  other  valuable  stone. 

Timber — In  the  eastern  part  there 
is  an  abundance  of  heavy  timber,  prin- 
cipally pine  and  spruce.  On  the  high 
lands  in  the  western  part  there  is 
small  timber,  principally  cedar. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  181,484  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
less  than  9  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  22,100  acres  of  this  is  irri- 
gated farm  land,  15,882  acres  nonirri- 
gated  farm  land,  132,434  acres  grazing 
land  and  the  remainder  mineral  land, 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  There  is  but  5  acres  of 
state  land  in  this  county,  i)ractically 
the  entire  area  of  which  was  in  the 
Uinta  Indian  r(?servation  at  the  time 
selections  of  state  land  were  made.  On 
.luly  1.  1918.  there  was  1,345.960  acres 


of  government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  including  some  good  farming 
land,  all  far  removed  from  transporta- 
tion lines.  The  national  forest  area 
is  348,257  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells 
here  at  from  $50  to  $125  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land  at  from  $5  to  $30  an 
acre. 

Transportation — The  only  railroad 
entering  this  county  is  the  Uinta  rail- 
road, which  leaves  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad  at  Mack,  in  Mesa 
county,  runs  north  through  Garfield 
county  and  across  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Rio  Blanco  county  to  Dragon, 
Utah.  Regular  stage  service  is  main- 
tained between  Rifle,  on  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande,  in  Garfield  county,  and 
Meeker,  the  countyseat  of  this  county. 
Stage  service  is  also  maintained  be- 
tween Meeker  and  Craig,  the  western 
terminus  of  the  Denver  &  Salt  Lake 
railroad. 

Highways — The  principal  highway  is 
the  Ocean  to  Ocean  road  which  runs 
north  from  Rifle  to  Meeker  and  west 
along*  the  White  river  to  Utah. 
There  is  a  good  secondary  state  high- 
way between  Meeker  and  Craig. 
There  are  numerous  other  county  high- 
ways, especially  in  the  western  part  of 
the  county,  which  are  barely  sufficient, 
however,  to  serve  the  demands  of 
farmers  and  ranchmen  who  live  far 
from  railroads. 

Educational — There  are  27  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  37 
teachers.  The  Rio  Blanco  county 
highschool  at  Meeker  offers  a  full 
highschool  course.  There  are  no  pri- 
vate schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  is 
extremely  varied.  On  the  White  river 
plateau,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  it  averages  about  25  inches  an- 
nually. North  and  west  of  this  there 
is  a  belt  having  an  average  rainfall  of 
from  15  inches  to  20  inches.  In  the 
western  part  of  the  county  there  is  an 
average  rainfall  of  from  13  to  15  inches. 
The  climate  in  the  White  river  valley 
and  on  the  plateaus  to  the  south  is 
comparatively  mild  and  very  favorable 
to  general  agriculture.  In  the  eastern 
part,  where  the  altitude  is  much 
higher,  the  summers  are  short  and  the 
winters  are  long,  subject  to  extremely 
low  temperatures  and  very  heavy 
snowfall. 

Tourist  Attractions — Some  of  the 
finest  fishing  and  hunting  grounds  in 
(^olorado  are  found  in  this  county. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  big 
game  to  be  found  here,  including 
deer,   elk,    wildcat   and    an    occasional 
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bear.  The  streams  are  all  fairly  well 
stocked  with  trout  and  are  not  fished 
out  early  in  the  season,  as  they  are  in 
the  sections  of  the  state  near  to  rail- 
roads. Some  of  the  most  picturesque 
mountain  scenery  in  the  state  is  to  be 
found  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Marvin  Lodge. 
The  completion  of  the  Ocean  to  Ocean 
highway  across  this  county  has  greatly 
increased  tourist  travel,  but  further 
extension  of  highways  is  necessary  to 
make  it  possible  for  tourists  to  visit 
the  most  attractive  scenic  regions  of 
the  county. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Meeker,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  lo- 
cated in  the  beautiful  upper  valley  of 
the  White  river  and  is  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  towns  in  western  Colorado. 
Other  towns  are  Whiteriver,  Delaney 
and  Rangely,  all  in  the  White  river 
valley. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  for  development  here  are 
in  the  line  of  agricultural  extension 
and  mining.  At  the  present  time  less 
than  five  per  cent  of  the  agricultural 
land  within  the  county  is  being  culti- 
vated and  there  is  range  available  for 
a  great  many  more  head  of  stock  than 
are  now  being  pastured.  The  mineral 
deposits  of  the  county,  particularly 
coal,  oil  shale  and  carnotite,  have 
hardly  been  touched.  Development 
along  these  lines,  however,  must  be  de- 
ferred until  further  transportation  fa- 
cilities are  provided  for  marketing  the 
output. 


RIO  GRANDE  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Rio  Grande 
county  lies  in  the  south-central  part  of 
the  state  and  includes  most  of  the 
western  extension  of  the  San  Luis 
valley.  It  is  of  an  irregular  rectangu- 
lar outline,  with  an  extreme  length, 
east  and  west,  of  30  miles  and  an  ex- 
treme width  of  25  miles.  The  surface 
is  generally  level  except  in  the  south- 
west, where  it  rises  abruptly  into  the 
San  .Juan  mountains.  Its  area  is  574,- 
720  acres,  or  a  little  less  than  one-half 
that  of  the  state  of  Delaware.  The  al- 
titud'e  ranges  from  about  7.600  feet 
where  the  Rio  Grande  river  crosses  the 
eastern  boundary  to  about  13,000  feet 
at  the  summits  of  peaks  of  the  San 
Juan  mountains  in  the  southwest. 

Early  History  —  Early  explorers 
frequently  followed  the  Rio  Grande 
river  across  the  territory  now  included 
in  this  county,  usually  in  search  of 
gold,  which  they  expected  to  find  in 
the    sands   of  the   stream    and    in    the 


mountains  beyond.  John  C.  Fremont's 
fourth  Rocky  mountain  expedition 
crossed  this  area  in  1848  and  came  to 
grief  in  the  bleak  San  Juan  range  fur- 
ther west.  In  1860  a  colony  of  Mexi- 
cans settled  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande  river,  not  far  from  the  present 
site  of  Monte  Vista.  In  1870  gold  was 
discovered  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county  and  for  several  years  mining 
development  was  rapid.  For  a  short 
time  in  the  early  80's  this  county 
ranked  third  in  the  state  in  gold  pro- 
duction. The  county  was  organized  in 
1874  from  parts  of  Conejos  and  Cos- 
tilla counties,  and  was  named  from  the 
principal  stream  of  the  San  Luis  valley. 

Surface  and  Soil — That  portion  of 
the  county  lying  in  the  San  Luis  valley 
is  level,  with  a  very  rich  soil  of  great 
depth,  well  adapted  for  general  farm- 
ing. In  the  southeast  the  surface  is 
more  broken,  rising  rather  rapidly  to 
the  summit  of  the  Continental  divide. 
The  valley  soil  is  a  sandy  loam,  easily 
worked  and  extensively  cultivated.  In 
some  sections  it  contains  too  much 
alkali,  due  to  excessive  sub-irrigation 
and  imperfect  drainage,  but  enter- 
prises are  now  under  way  for  draining 
a  large  acreage  and  much  of  it  already 
has  been  reclaimed  in  this  way.  Re- 
cent investigations  indicate  that  gyp- 
sum counteracts  the  bad  effects  of  al- 
kali in  this  soil  and  recommendations 
have  been  made  that  steps  be  taken 
for  using  some  of  the  huge  stores  of 
g^'psum  in  the  state  for  this  purpose. 
The  only  soil  survey  available  is  that 
made  by  the  bureau  of  soils  of  the 
United  States  department  of  agricul- 
ture, published  in  1904. 

Population — The  population  of  the 
county  in  1910  was  6,563.  The  pres- 
ent population  is  estimated  at  8,500. 
The  urban  population,  being  that  of  the 
city  of  Monte  Vista,  was  38.8  per  cent 
of  the  total  in  1910,  and  the  percentage 
is  somewhat  less  today.  In  1910,  89 
per  cent  of  the  i)eople  were  native 
whites,  and  the  percentage  of  for- 
eigners is  perhaps  somewhat  less  now. 
Previous  to  the  war  Germans  made  up 
by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  foreign- 
born  population. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Rio  Grande  river  and  its  tributaries 
drain  the  county  and  afford  water  for 
irrigation.  These  streams  carry  plenty 
of  water  the  year  round,  having  their 
sources  in  high  altitudes  where  the 
precipitation  is  very  heavy.  There  is 
water  available  for  the  irrigation  of 
practically  all  the  arable  land  in  the 
county.  Domestic  water  in  the  agri- 
cutural     sections    is    obtained    princi- 
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pally  from  artesian  wells,  which  are 
drilled  'to  depths  varying  from  100  to 
400  feet,  and   from  reservoirs. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  agriculture,  stockraising,  dairy- 
ing and  mining.  A  very  large  percent- 
age of  the  people  are  engaged  in  ag- 
riculture and  stockraising,  and  agricul- 
tural property  makes  up  nearly  60  per 
cent  of  the  total  county  wealth.  Farm- 
"ing  without  irrigation  is  impracticable 
in  most  parts  of  the  county  because  of 
light  rainfall,  but  there  is  plenty  of 
water  for  irrigation  and  there  are  few 
places  where  farming  under  irrigation 
is  more  successful.  Grazing  land  is 
available  here  in  abundance  within  the 
national  forest  areas,  and  plenty  of 
feed  crops  are  raised  for  finishing  live- 
stock for  market.  Cattle  and  sheep 
are  raised  on  a  large  scale  and  no 
county  in  the  state  in  proportion  to  its 
size  equals  this  in  the  production  of 
hogs.  Only  Weld  county,  which  is  more 
than  four  times  as  large,  equals  it  in 
total  output.  There  is  some  mining  in 
the  southwestern  part,  but  lack  of 
transportation  facilities  has  retarded 
mineral  development.  Lumbering  is 
carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  in  the 
southwest. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  179,648  acres  of  priv- 
ately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  31  percent  of  the  total 
area.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor,  39,050  acres  is  irri- 
gated land,  8,840  acres  is  natural  hay 
land.  31,040  acres  nonirrigated  and 
seep  land,  98,370  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  mineral  land,  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
20,032  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  including  some 
good  farming  land  susceptible  of  irri- 
gation. On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
104,018  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  principally  graz- 
ing land.  The  national  forest  area  is 
234,783  acres.  Irrigated  land  with 
good  water  right  sells  here  at  from 
$50  to  $175  an  acre  and  nonirrigated 
land,  some  of  which  will  ultimately 
be  irrigated,  but  most  of  which  is  val- 
uable chiefly  for  grazing  purposes,  may 
be  had  at  from  $5  to  $40  an  acre. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  grown 
are  alfalfa  and  other  tame  hays,  wild 
hay,  field  peas,  wheat,  barley,  oats,  po- 
tatoes and  root  crops  grown  for  stock 
feed. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
eral resources  are  gold,  silver,  copper, 
asbestos,  alnnite,  sand,  clays,  granite 
and    other    varieties    of    stone.      Gold, 


silver  and  copper  have  been  produced 
in  considerable  quantities  and  the 
clays  in  some  sections  have  been  uti- 
lized for  brick  making.  Some  granite 
and  other  stones  have  been  quarried. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  western  and  southwestern 
part,  chiefly  pine,  spruce  and  cedar. 

Transportation — The  San  Luis  valley 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad  follows  the  course  of  the  Rio 
Grande  river  through  the  county  and 
the  San  Luis  Central  road  leaves  this 
line  near  Monte  Vista  and  runs  north 
to  Center,  in  Saguache  county.  Reg- 
ular stage  service  is  maintained  from 
Monte  Vista  to  the  towns  of  Jasper. 
Stunner  and  Platoro,  mining  camps, 
and  from  Del  Norte  to  these  towns 
and  to  Summitville,  in  the  same  min- 
ing district,  and  Carnero  and  La  Gar- 
ita,  agricultural  towns  in  Saguache 
county. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Spanish  Trail,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  Rio  Grande  river 
west  to  South  Fork,  whence  it  turns 
south  to  Wolf  Creek  pass,  where  it 
crosses  the  Continental  divide.  An- 
other state  road  leaves  this  at  Monte 
Vista  and  runs  north  to  Saguache, 
where  it  connects  with  a  branch  of  the 
Rainbow  Route.  Numerous  secondary 
state  highways  and  county  roads  af- 
ford ample  routes  for  the  marketing  of 
crops  from  the  agricultural  districts. 

Educational — There  are  21  public 
school  in  the  county,  employing  61 
teachers.  The  Sargent  consolidated 
highschool  near  Monte  Vista  and  the 
City  highschools  at  Monte  Vista  and 
Del  Norte  offer  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  consolidated  schools 
at  Del  Norte  and  Sargent.  The  school 
at  Center  in  Saguache  county  is  jointly 
supported  by  Saguache  and  Rio  Grande 
counties.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Ciimatological  Data — The  average 
annual  rainfall  in  that  part  of  the 
county  lying  in  the  San  Luis  valley 
varies  from  7  to  10  inches.  It  in- 
creases rapidly  in  the  higher  altitudes, 
being  above  25  inches  in  the  extreme 
southwest  corner.  The  climate  in  the 
valley  is  equable,  with  open  winters 
and  short  warm  summers. 

Tourist  Attractions— The  opening  of 
the  Spanish  Trail  has  greatly  in- 
creased tourist  travel  to  this  section  of 
the  state.  Some  of  the  finest  mountain 
scenery  in  the  west  is  to  be  found  in 
the  mining  distric^ts  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  county.  There  is  good 
trout    fishing  in   tbe   Rio  Grande  river 
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and     its     various     tributaries     in     the 
county. 

Cities  and  Towns — Monte  Vista,  tlie 
principal  town  in  the  county  and  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  valley, 
is  the  center  of  a  wonderfully  rich  and 
prosperous  agricultural  district  and  is 
the  site  of  the  State  Home  for  Disabled 
Volunteer  Soldiers.  Del  Norte,  the 
countyseat,  is  also  the  center  of  a 
prosperous  farming  and  stockraising 
community.  Other  towns  are  Granger 
and  South  Fork,  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  railroad,  and  Summitville  and 
Jasper,  mining  camps  in  the  south- 
western part. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  in  the 
line  of  agricultural  development. 
There  is  a  considerable  acreage  of  ar- 
able land  still  unbroken,  and  water 
available  for  the  irrigation  of  more 
land  than  is  now  being  watered.  This 
is  also  one  of  the  best  stockraising  sec- 
tions of  the  state,  with  range  availa- 
ble for  more  cattle  and  sheep  than  are 
now  being  pastured  and  plenty  of 
room  for  increasing  the  output  of  feed 
crops.  Hog  raising  has  developed  rap- 
idly in  the  past  ten  years  and  there  is 
still  room  for  expansion.  Dairy  farm- 
ing also  is  profitable  and  will  increase 
in  importance  as  the  county  is  more 
thickly  settled.  There  is  much  prom- 
ising mineral  territory  in  the  south- 
west, which  will  be  developed  rapidly 
when  better  transportation  facilities 
are  provided. 


ROUTT  COUNTY 

General  Description — Routt  county 
lies  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
state,  the  north  boundary  being  formed 
by  the  state  of  Wyoming  and  a  part 
of  tfie  eastern  boundary  by  the  Conti- 
nental divide.  It  is  of  an  extremely 
irregular  rectangular  shape,  75  miles 
long,  north  and  south,  and  about  42 
miles  wide.  Its  area  is  1,425,280  acres, 
or  about  168,000  acres  less  than  that 
of  the  state  of  Delaware.  The  surface 
is  generally  rough  or  mountainous,  ex- 
cept in  the  valley  of  the  Yampa  river 
and  its  tributaries.  The  altitude 
varies  from  about  6,230  feet,  at  the 
point  where  the  Yampa  river  crosses 
the  western  boundary,  to  approxi- 
mately 12,000  feet  at  the  summit  of 
some  of  the  peaks  on  the  eastern 
boundary. 

Early  History — This  section  of  Colo- 
rado was  frequently  visited  by  trap- 
pers, explorers  and  prospectors  previ- 
ous to  1860,  but  no  settlement  was 
made  until  about  1866.  In  1864  a  pros- 
pector named  Way   discovered   placer 


gold  at  the  base  of  Hahns  peak  while 
returning  to  Clear  Creek  county,  from 
which  place  he  had  started  on  his 
prospecting  tour.  He  told  the  story  of 
his  discovery  to  Joseph  Hahn,  for 
whom  the  peak  was  later  named.  The 
two  organized  a  party  of  miners  and 
went  to  the  territory  in  1866,  estab- 
lishing a  small  settlement  near  the 
present  site  of  the  town  of  Hahns 
Peak.  They  encountered  many  hard- 
ships in  the  severe  winter  that  fol- 
lowed and  finally  gave  up  further  ef- 
forts to  develop  their  discovery.  The 
county  was  organized  in  1877  from  a 
portion  of  Grand  county,  and  was 
named  in  honor  of  John  L.  Routt, 
twice  governor  of  Colorado. 

Surface  and  Soil — Much  of  the  cen- 
tral and  western  part  of  the  county  is 
an  extension  of  the  great  plateau  that 
makes  up  nearly  all  of  Moffat  county. 
This  is  traversed  by  the  Yampa,  or 
Bear  river,  which  has  its  source  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county.  This  is 
the  principal  agricultural  district  and 
also  includes  the  home  ranches  of 
most  of  the  stockmen.  The  soil  here  is 
extremely  fertile  and  in  spite  of  the 
short  seasons  produces  some  of  the 
best  agricultural  crops  grown  in  Colo- 
rado. In  the  eastern  part  the  surface 
becomes  much  more  broken  and  rises 
rapidly  to  the  summit  of  the  Conti- 
nental divide,  which  forms  the  eastern 
boundary.  The  southern  end  of  the 
county  contains  the  headwaters  of  the 
Grand  river.  No  soil  survey  of  this 
county  is  available.  «: 

Population — The  population  of  Routt 
county  in  1910  was  7,561.  At  that  time, 
however,  Routt  county  extended  west 
to  the  Utah  line,  including  all  of  what 
is  now  Moffat  county.  The  population 
of  that  part  of  the  county  was  very 
small,  however,  in  1910,  as  the  Denver 
&  Salt  Lake  railroad  was  not  extended 
west  from  Steamboat  Springs  until 
several  years  later.  The  present  popu- 
lation of  Routt  county  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  8.000.  In  1910  the  foreign- 
bom  white  people  constituted  9.8  per 
cent  of  Routt  county  as  it  was  then 
constituted.  The  foreign  poi)ulation  is 
perhaps  slightly  larger  in  what  is  to- 
day included  in  Routt  county.  The 
principal  foreign  nationalities  previous 
to  the  war  were  German,  English  and 
Canadian. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply — The 

Yampa,  or  Bear  river,  rises  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county,  and, 
with  its  tributaries,  furnishes  the  prin- 
cipal drainage  and  most  of  the  water 
for  irrigation  purposes.  The  numerous 
small  tributaries  of  the  Grand  river 
have  their  sources  in  the  southeastern 
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corner.  In  the  agricultural  sections  of 
the  county  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  obtained  principally  from 
springs  and  running  streams.  The 
country  is  well  watered. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  dairying, 
coal  mining,  lumbering  and  metal 
mining.  The  farming  operations  in  the 
past  have  been  confined  largely  to 
stockraising,  but  general  agriculture  is 
being  followed  more  extensively  since 
the  completion  of  the  Denver  &  Salt 
Lake  railroad  through  the  county. 
Coal  mining  has  developed  very  rap- 
idly in  the  'past  five  years,  and  Routt 
county  now  ranks  fourth  in  the  an- 
nual coal  output. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  alfal- 
fa, timothy,  alsike.  wild  hay,  small 
grain,  potatoes,  garden  vegetables, 
strawberries  and  other  small  fruits. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  asphaltic  rock,  clays,  coal, 
corundum,  copper,  gold,  lead,  silver, 
oil  shale,  sand,  onyx  and  a  variety  of 
building  stone. 

Timber — There  is  much  heavy  tim- 
ber in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts 
of  the  county,  principally  pine  and 
spruce.  In  other  sections  there  is 
lighter  timber,  principally  cedar  with 
some  pine. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  388,643  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  27  percent  of  the  total 
area.  The  records  of  the  county  as- 
sessor show  that  31  acres  of  this  is 
improved  fruit  land,  40,025  acres  is 
irrigated  farm  land,  38,048  acres  is 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  228,996  acres 
is  grazing  land,  20,775  acres  is  timber 
land  and  the  remainder  coal  and  min- 
eral land,  railroad  rights  of  way  and 
town  and  city  lots.  The  imi)roved 
fruit  land  is  principally  devoted  to 
strawberries.  On  January  1,  1919, 
there  was  72,791  acres  of  unappro- 
priated state  land  in  the  county,  in- 
cluding some  good  agricultural  land 
for  sale  through  the  state  land  board 
at  reasonable  price  and  on  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1.  1918  there  was  196,- 
889  acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  including  a  small 
amount  of  good  agricultural  land  re- 
mote from  railroad,  the  remainder  be- 
ing valuable  principally  for  grazing/ 
purposes  or  for  possible  minerals.  The 
national  forest  area  is  553,120  acres. 
Irrigated  land  sells  here  at  from  .$30  to 
$150  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land  at 
from  $5  to  $25  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Denver  &  Salt 
Lake  railroad  enters  the  county  in  the 


southeast,  runs  northwest  to  Steam- 
boat Springs  and  west  along  the  valley 
of  the  Yampa  river  to  Craig,  in  Mof- 
fat county.  A  number  of  small  branch 
lines  serve  the  coal  mines  located  near 
the  main  railway  line. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Vernal  road,  which  crosses 
the  county  east  and  west  by  way  of 
Steamboat  Springs,  following  in  gen- 
eral the  valley  of  the  Yampa  river. 
Another  state  highway  leaves  this  road 
near  Steamboat  Springs  and  runs 
south  to  a  connection  with  the  Mid- 
land Trail  at  Wolcott.  Still  another 
state  road  runs  east  from  Steamboat 
Springs  across  the  mountains  to  Wal- 
den.  in  Jackson  county.  Numerous 
other  highways  traverse  the  southern 
and  western  parts  of  the  county,  being 
in  general  ample  for  the  movement  of 
farm  crops  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  65  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  SO 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Steamboat 
Springs,  Yampa,  Hayden  and  Elk  Head 
each  offer  a  full  highschool  course, 
while  the  Oak  Creek  school  gives  three 
years  of  highschool  work  and  District 
No.  20  at  Yampa  one  year.  There  are 
no  private  schools  or  colleges  in  the 
county. 

Climatoloqical  Data — The  precipita- 
tion in  this  county  is  extremely  varied. 
A  small  section  in  the  southwestern 
comer  has  an  average  annual  rainfall 
of  from  13  to  15  inches.  In  the  west- 
ern part  the  rainfall  varies  from  18  to 
20  inches.  In  the  eastern  and  north- 
ern part  it  varies  from  20  to  25  inches, 
being  about  21  inches  at  Steamboat 
Springs.  The  climate  is  somewhat  se- 
vere. The  winters  are  long,  but  in  the 
valleys  conditions  are  favorable  for 
general  farming.  In  the  northern  part 
the  snowfall  is  extremely  heavy  and 
the  winters  are  long  and  severe. 

Tourist  Attractions — Steamboat 
Si)rings  has  long  been  a  popular  tour- 
ist resort  and  is  being  visited  by  in- 
creasing numbers  of  vacationists  and 
health  seekers  every  year.  The  town 
was  given  this  name  because  of  the 
peculiar  puffing  sounds  emitted  by 
some  of  the  mineral  springs  here,  the 
noise  being  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  a  river  steamboat  in  action.  The 
grouj)  of  springs  here  is  perhaps  the 
largest  in  the  world.  They  are  about 
100  in  number  and  include  almost 
every  variety  of  mineral  and  medici- 
nal spring  known.  The  water  varies 
greatly  in  temperature,  in  some  of  the 
springs  being  almost  at  boiling  point. 
There  is  a  large  open-air  bathing  pool 
fed  bv  some  of  these  springs  which  is 
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growing  in  popularity  every  year  and 
promises  in  time  to  become  a  rival  of 
Glenwood  Springs  in  popularity.  The 
mountain  scenery  in  the  vicinity  of 
Steamboat  Springs  and  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  is  widely  varied  and 
w^onderfully  attractive.  For  several 
years  ski  carnivals  and  other  winter 
sports  have  been  held  at  Steamboat 
Springs,  the  ski  course  there  being  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  world.  The  streams 
are  well  stocked  with  trout  and  big 
game   is   abundant   in   the   mountains. 

Cities  and  Towns  —  Steamboat 
Springs,  the  countyseat  and  principal 
town,  is  located  on  the  Denver  &  Salt 
Lake  railroad,  in  the  upper  Yampa  val- 
ley. It  is  surrounded  by  a  good  agri- 
cultural and  stockraising  district.  Oak 
Creek,  south  of  Steamboat  Springs  on 
the  Denver  &  Salt  Lake  railroad,  and 
Mount  Harris,  west  of  Steamboat 
Springs,  are  the  principal  coal  mining 
camps.  Other  towns  are  Hayden,  Yam- 
pa,  Milner  and  Sidney,  all  on  the  Den- 
ver &  Salt  Lake  railroad,  and  Hahns 
Peak,  in  the  northern  part,  formerly 
the  countyseat. 

Special  Opportunities — Perhaps  the 
most  promising  opportunities  here  for 
development  are  in  the  line  of  coal  and 
metal  mining.  The  Routt  county  coal 
deposits  are  among  the  most  extensive 
and  valuable  in  the  state.  The  coal 
now  being  produced  is  bituminous  and 
of  excellent  quality.  There  are  de- 
posits of  anthracite  coal  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  county,  as  yet  unde- 
veloped because  of  lack  of  transporta- 
tion facilities.  There  are  considerable 
deposits  of  copper,  gold  and  other 
metals  in  the  northern  part  which 
have  been  but  little  developed  and 
there  is  a  large  mineralized  area  in 
this  part  of  the  county  which  has  been 
only  imperfectly  prospected.  The  ag- 
ricultural area  of  the  county  has  not 
been  fully  developed  and  would  sup- 
port perhaps  twice  as  large  an  agri- 
cutural  population  as  it  now  has. 


SAGUACHE  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Saguache 
county  is  in  the  south-central  part  of 
the  state  and  includes  the  northern 
end  of  the  San  Luis  valley.  It  is  of 
an  irregular  shape,  with  an  extreme 
length,  east  and  west,  of  about  85 
miles,  and  an  extreme  width,  north 
and  south,  of  about  48  miles.  Its  area 
is  2,005,120  acres,  or  about  100,000 
acres  greater  than  the  combined  areas 
of  the  states  of  Rhode  Island  and  Del- 
aware. The  eastern  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  moun- 
tain range  and  the  Continental  divide 


passes  across  the  northwestern  corner. 
The  San  Luis  valley  extends  about  30 
miles  north  into  the  central  part  of  the 
county.  The  surface  here  is  an  ex- 
tremely level  plain,  which  rises  gradu- 
ally to  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range  on 
the  east.  The  altitude  ranges  from 
7,500  feet  in  the  south  to  more  than 
14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of  peaks  of 
the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range.  For  a 
distance  of  more  than  50  miles  every 
peak  in  this  range  rises  to  a  height 
of  13,500  feet  or  more. 

Early  History — Available  records  do 
not  show  that  the  early  Spanish  ex- 
plorers who  entered  the  southern  end 
of  the  San  Luis  valley  came  north  into 
the  territory  now  included  in  Saguache 
county.  Scores  of  early  exploring  ex- 
peditions, including  the  fourth  attempt 
of  James  C.  Fremont  to  cross  the  Con- 
tinental divide,  followed  the  course  of 
the  Rio  Grande  river  up  the  valley,  but 
none  of  them  strayed  north  into  the 
wide  plains  of  Saguache,  though  the 
distance  was  only  a  few  miles.  The 
first  settlement  w^as  made  in  1865  on 
the  Saguache  river,  near  the  present 
site  of  Saguache,  by  a  number  of 
soldiers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Colo- 
rado Volunteers.  In  1867,  Otto  Mears, 
whose  name  is  woven  into  the  history 
of  every  county  in  southwestern  Colo- 
rado, began  his  work  of  opening  up 
wagon  roads  into  the  San  Juan  district 
and  for  several  years  he  did  consider- 
able work  in  Saguache  county.  The 
county  itself  was  organized  in  1867 
from  a  part  of  Costilla  county.  The 
name  is  of  Indian  origin,  said  to  be 
abridged  from  a  Ute  expression  mean- 
ing "blue  earth."  The  first  settlers 
were  chiefly  miners,  prospectors  and 
cattlemen. 

Surface  and  Soil — In  the  south-cen- 
tral part  the  surface  is  a  level  plain, 
which  rises  abruptly  in  the  east  to  the 
Sangre  de  Cristo  range  and  more  grad- 
ually in  the  north  to  the  Cochetopa 
hills  and  the  high  peaks  of  the  Conti- 
nental divide.  The  soil  of  the  valley 
portion  is  a  sandy  loam,  made  up  prin- 
cipally of  detritus  laid  down  by  the 
vast  lake  which  at  one  time  covered 
this  area.  F*urther  north  the  soil  is 
coarser,  made  up  chiefly  from  the 
weathering  of  the  rocks  in  the  nearby 
mountains.  The  soil  in  the  valley  Is 
of  great  depth  and  exceptionally  fer- 
tile. In  some  districts  the  percentage 
of  alkali  is  so  high  as  to  interfere  with 
successful  crop  raising,  but  plans  are 
now  being  worked  out  for  neutralizing 
this  harmful  substance  and  reclaiming 
considerable  areas  which  are  not  now 
being  cultivated.  There  is  no  detailed 
soil  survey  available  except  a  general 
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survey  of  the  San  Luis  valley  made  by 
the  bureau  of  soils  of  the  United  States 
department  of  agriculture  and  pub- 
lished in  1904. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  4,160  and  the  present  population 
is  approximately  7,000.  Saguache,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  only  town  having 
more  than  1,000  people,  so  that  the  en- 
tire population  is  rural,  according 
to  the  census  bureau  classification. 
About  95  per  cent  of  the  people  in  1910 
were  native  whites,  and  approximately 
the  same  percentage  continues  today. 
Previous  to  the  war  the  three  leading 
foreign  nationalities  were  German, 
English  and  Swedish.  The  number  of 
Spanish-speaking  people,  principally 
Mexicans,  is  considerable. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — Most 
of  the  streams  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  carry  considerable  water 
the  year  round  in  their  upper  courses 
but  lose  themselves  in  the  sands  near 
the  southern  boundary.  They  include 
the  Saguache  river  and  its  tributaries, 
the  San  Luis,  La  Garita  and  Carnero 
creeks.  In  the  northwest  are  several 
streams  belonging  to  the  Pacific  water- 
shed. The  principal  one  is  Cochetopa 
creek,  which  finds  an  outlet  into  the 
Gunnison  river  through  Tomichi  creek. 
There  are  a  few  unimportant  lakes, 
and  several  reservoirs  supplement  the 
flow  of  the  streams  of  the  valley  for 
irrigation  purposes.  In  the  lower  val- 
ley water  for  domestic  purposes  is  ob- 
tained chiefy  from  artesian  wells,  the 
depth  to  water  ranging  from  100  to  300 
feet.  There  is  water  available  for  the 
irrigation  of  considerably  more  land 
than  is  now  being  cultivated  under 
irrigation. 

Industries — Farming  and  stockrais- 
ing  are  the  principal  industries.  There 
is  approximately  335,000  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  classed  as  grazing 
land,  a  considerable  part  of  which  may 
ultimately  be  placed  under  irrigation. 
The  higher  lands  in  the  north  are  val- 
uable chiefly  for  grazing  purposes. 
Mining  has  been  followed  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  the  mountainous 
areas  of  the  north  and  east.  There  are 
about  20  producing  mines,  of  which  the 
principal  output  is  gold,  silver,  copper, 
lead  and  iron.  Dairy  farming  is  being 
followed  successfully  and  is  increasing 
in  importance. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  hay, 
both  tame  and  wild;  field  peas,  pota- 
toes, barley,  oats,  wheat  and  various 
root  crops  raised  for  cattle  feed. 

Mineral  Resources  —  The  principal 
minerals  found  in  the  county  are 
alunlte,  clays,  copper,  gold,  iron,  lead, 


manganese,  sand,  silver,  building 
stone  and  zinc.  There  is  much  promis- 
ing mineral  territory  in  the  county 
that  has  not  been  adequately  pros- 
pected. The  iron  mines  at  Orient,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  are  the 
principal  producers  of  iron  ore  in  the 
state. 

Timber — There  is  considerable  tim- 
ber in  the  north  and  northwestern 
parts  of  the  county  and  some  along 
the  abrupt  slopes  of  the  Sangre  de 
Cristo  range  in  the  east.  It  is  chiefly 
pine  and  spruce. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  434,037  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  a 
little  more  than  2iy2  per  cent  of  the 
total  area.  According  to  the  records 
of  the  county  assessor,  37,480  acres  of 
this  is  irrigated  farm  land,  48,750  acres 
is  natural  hay  land,  339,205  acres  is 
grazing  land  and  the  remainder  is 
mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  The  natural 
hay  land  is  principally  irrigated.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  was  96,622  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in  the 
county,  including  some  good  farming 
land  which  will  ultimately  be  irrigated. 
On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  444,480 
acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  valuable  principally 
for  grazing  purposes.  The  national 
forest  area  is  878,439  acres.  Irrigated 
land  sells  here  at  from  $50  to  $125 
an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land  at  from 
$5  to  $30  an  acre. 

Transportation  —  A  narrow  gauge 
line  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  rail- 
road, extending  from  Salida  to  Ala- 
mosa, passes  through  the  eastern  end 
of  the  county.  A  branch  leaves  this 
line  at  Villa  Grove  and  runs  to  the 
iron  mines  at  Orient,  at  the  base  of 
the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range;  another 
leaves  it  at  Moffat  and  extends  east- 
ward to  the  mining  camp  of  Crestone 
and  south  to  Cottonwood,  in  the  Baca 
land  grant.  The  San  Luis  Central  road 
extends  north  from  the  San  Luis  Val- 
ley branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
near  Monte  Vista,  to  Center,  in  the  ex- 
treme southern  part  of  Saguache 
county.  The  main  narrow  gauge 
branch  of  the  Rio  Grande  crosses  the 
Continental  divide  at  Marshall  pass,  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

Highways  —  A  branch  of  the  state 
highway  known  as  the  Rainbow  Route 
I)asses  throiigh  the  northern  part  of 
the  county,  coming  as  far  south  as  Sa- 
guache. A  state  highway  runs  di- 
rectly south  from  this  road  at  Sa- 
guache to  the  Spanish  Trail  at  Del 
Norte.     Several   secondary  state  high- 
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ways  and  numerous  county  roads  tra- 
verse the  county,  being  in  a  general 
way  sufficient  for  the  transportation 
of  farm  products  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  26  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  52 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Saguache  and  the  joint  consolidated 
schools  at  Hooper  (Alamosa  county) 
and  Center  each  offer  a  full  highschool 
course,  and  the  schools  at  Villa  Grove 
and  Moffat  give  two  years  of  high- 
school  work.  There  are  consolidated 
schools  at  Moffat  and  Hooper,  both  in 
Alamosa  county,  jointly  supported  by 
Alamosa  and  Saguache  counties,  and 
a  consolidated  school  at  Center  jointly 
supported  by  Saguache  and  Rio 
Grande  counties.  There  are  no  private 
schools  or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatoloqical  Data — In  the  south- 
ern valley  sections  of  the  county  the 
average  annual  rainfall  varies  from 
seven  to  ten  inches,  being  too  light  for 
successful  farming  without  irrigation. 
It  increases  gradually  toward  the 
north,  reaching  a  maximum  of  about 
20  inches  in  the  Cochetopa  hills  and 
very  rapidly  to  the  east,  being  close 
to  25  inches  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
mountains.  The  snowfall  in  these 
ranges  is  almost  always  ample  to  fur- 
nish plenty  of  water  for  irrigation.  In 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  the. 
summers  are  somewhat  shorter  than 
in  the  eastern  agricultural  sections  of 
the  state,  on  account  of  the  higher  al- 
titude. The  winters  are  open  and  not 
excessively  cold.  Much  lower  tem- 
peratures prevail  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  the  county. 

Scenic  Attractions  —  The  construc- 
tion of  a  branch  of  the  Rainbow  Route 
through  this  county  has  greatly  popu- 
larized the  picturesque  scenery  of  the 
northern  sections,  and  the  number  of 
tourist  visitors  is  increasing  rapidly. 
Much  beautiful  mountain  scenery  in 
the  eastern  and  western  parts  is  yet 
inaccessible  because  of  lack  of  high- 
way facilities.  There  is  good  trout 
fishing  in  Saguache  and  Cochetopa 
creeks. 

Cities  and  Towns — Saguache,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  situ- 
ated near  the  center  of  the  county,  on 
the  Saguache  river.  Center,  in  the  ex- 
treme southern  part,  is  a  prosperous 
agricultural  town.  Other  towns  are 
Bonanza,  Crestone,  Moffat,  Sargents 
and  Villa  Grove. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  here  are  for  the  fur- 
ther development  of  agricultural  and 
stockraising  possibilities.     The  county 


would  support  an  agricultural  popula- 
tion perhaps  twice  as  large  as  it  now 
has.  An  immense  area  of  mineralized 
land  in  the  mountainous  section  has 
been  but  little  prospected. 


SAN  JUAN  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  San  Juan 
county  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  state,  in  the  heart  of  what  is 
known  as  the  San  Juan  mining  dis- 
trict. This  mining  district  takes  its 
name  from  the  San  Juan  mountains, 
the  principal  mountain  range  in  this 
section  of  Colorado,  while  the  agricul- 
tural district  to  the  south,  popularly 
known  as  the  San  Juan  basin,  takes 
its  name  from  the  San  Juan  river, 
which  drains  southwestern  Colorado 
and  northwestern  New  Mexico.  The 
county  is  of  triangular  shape,  with  an 
extreme  length,  north  and  south,  of 
30  miles,  and  an  extreme  width,  at  the 
base  of  the  triangle,  of  25  miles.  Its 
area  is  289,920  acres,  or  a  little  more 
than  two-fifths  that  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  There  are  but  four 
smaller  counties  in  Colorado;  these 
are  Denver,  Gilpin,  Clear  Creek  and 
Lake  counties.  The  surface  is  ex- 
tremely rugged  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  small  mountain  valleys.  The 
altitude  ranges  from  about  8,500  feet 
at  the  point  where  the  Animas  river 
crosses  the  southern  boundary,  to 
about  14,000  feet  at  the  summits  of 
some  of  the  peaks  in  the  north. 

Early  History — So  far  as  is  known 
the  early  Spanish  explorers  did  not 
penetrate  the  rugged  area  now  in- 
cluded in  the  county,  though  Spanish 
names  have  been  given  to  numerous 
rivers  and  mountains  here.  John  C. 
Fremont's  fourth  expedition  is  sup- 
posed to  have  reached  a  point  in  this 
county  late  in  1848,  before  the  severe 
winter  forced  the  few  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  party  to  make  a  painful 
journey  back  over  the  mountains  into 
the  San  Luis  valley.  John  Baker's 
expedition  passed  through  this  region 
in  I860.  Prospectors  found  pay  ore 
here  about  1870,  but  it  was  not  until 
after  this  district  had  been  purchased 
from  the  Southern  Ute  Indians  in 
1873  that  settlers  began  to  come  in. 
Mining  development  was  rapid,  for  this 
is  one  of  the  richest  gold  and  silver- 
bearing  areas  in  the  state.  The  Du- 
rango  &  Southern  railroad,  now  a  part 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  system, 
was  completed  in  1882  and  from  that 
time  on  an  immense  store  of  wealth 
was  poured  out  from  the  mines  in  the 
narrow  canons  above  Silverton.     The 
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county  was  organized  in  1S76,  being 
taken  from  the  northern  ])art  of  La 
Plata  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — San  Juan  county 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the 
only  county  in  Colorado  in  which  there 
is  not  a  single  farm  and  not  an  acre 
of  land  which  may  be  classed  as  genu- 
ine farming  area.  It  is  perhaps  the 
only  rural  county  in  the  United  States 
in  which  farming  is  not  carried  on, 
even  to  a  limited  extent.  The  soil  in 
some  of  the  narrow  mountain  valleys 
is  extremely  fertile,  being  principally 
alluvial  deposits,  dark  in  color  and 
rich  in  plant  foods.  These  areas  are 
extremely  small,  however,  and  the  al- 
titude is  so  high  that  no  crops  grow 
except  a  few  hardy  garden  vegetables 
and  certain  wild  grasses.  The  rock 
strata  here  have  been  wrenched  and 
tilted  sharply  into  unnatural  positions 
by  the  mighty  upheavals  which  in  the 
ages  past  disfigured  this  once  compar- 
atively level  area.  The  great  irregu- 
larity of  topography  and  strata  brings 
to  the  surface  a  wide  range  of  geologi- 
cal formations  and  affords  the  pros- 
pector and  miner  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine practically  all  the  strata  that 
one  would  encounter  in  drilling  down 
nearly  four  miles  from  the  top  of  the 
most  recent  geological  formations  to 
the  bottom  of  the  most  ancient. 
Among  the  principal  mountain  peaks 
in  the  county  are  Garfield,  Hunchback. 
Sultan,  Canby,  Kendall.  King  Solo- 
mon, and  Rio  Grande  Pyramid,  the  last 
named  being  13,773  feet  high. 

Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  3,063,  and  was  perhaps  about  the 
same  at  the  beginning  of  1919.  The 
census  bureau  found  the  native  whites 
making  up  only  55.4  per  cent  of  the 
entire  jiopulation.  The  percentage  of 
foreigners  is  perhaps  considerably 
lower  at  present.  Previous  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  world  war  the 
leading  foreign  nationalities  repre- 
sented were  Austrian,  Italian,  Swedish 
and  English.  These  foreigners  are, 
of  course,  principally  miners. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
headwaters  of  the  Animas  river  are  in 
this  county,  and  this,  with  numerous 
small  tributary  streams,  furnishes  tlic 
drainage  and  water  supply.  This  is  a 
region  of  high  precipitation  and  little 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining 
an  abundance  of  water  for  all  purposes 
except  occasionally  where  mines  are 
located  on  Kteej)  slopes  far  above  the 
streams. 

Industries — Mining  is  tlu;  i)rincii)al 
industry     and     gives     employment     di- 


rectly or  indirectly  to  perhaps  75  per 
cent  of  the  population.  Some  stock 
are  pastured  in  the  mountain  valleys. 
There  is  considerable  timber,  and  lum- 
bering has  been  followed  to  a  limited 
extent  to  supply  local  needs.  Some 
brick  has  been  made  for  local  use  at 
Silverton. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  arsenic,  bluestone, 
clay,  copper,  fluorspar,  gold,  iron,  lead, 
molybdenum,  silver,  tungsten,  zinc, 
sand  and  a  wide  variety  of  stone. 
Gold,  silver,  copper,  lead  and  zinc 
have  been  produced  in  large  quanti- 
ties and  still  are  being  produced.  The 
production  of  tungsten  has  begun  in 
the  past  few  years  and  is  increasing 
steadily. 

Timber — There  is  plenty  of  timber 
on  the  mountain  slopes  and  along  the 
streams,  principally  pine,  spruce  and 
aspen. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  26,038  acres 
of  privately-owned  land  in  the  county, 
or  nearly  9  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
Of  this  amount,  according  to  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  assessor,  200  acres 
is  classified  as  grazing  land,  195  acres 
as  timber  land  and  the  remainder  as 
mineral  land,  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  On  January 
1,  1919,  there  was  7,526  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
of  little  value  except  for  grazing  pur- 
poses or  for  possible  minerals.  There 
is  no  government  land  open  to  home- 
stead entry  in  this  county.  The  na- 
tional  forest   area   is   200,209   acres. 

Transportation — A  narrow  gauge 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad  extends  from  Silverton  to  Du- 
rango.  Short  lines  connecting  with 
this  road  at  Silverton  extend  into  the 
three  principal  canons  radiating  from 
the  town  and  serve  the  most  important 
mining  districts. 

Highways — The  highway  from  Sil- 
verton to  Ou*ray  is  widely  known  as 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  mountain 
highways  in  America,  traversing  an 
exceptionally  picturesque  scenic  area. 
A  road  is  now  under  construction  from 
Durango  to  Silverton,  which,  when 
completed,  will  make  it  possible  for 
the  automobile  traveler  to  leave  the 
Si)anish  Trail  at  Durango  and  run 
noi'th  through  some  of  the  finest  moun- 
tain districts  in  Colorado  to  the  Rain- 
l)Ow  Route  at  iMontrose,  or  vice  versa. 
There  are  numerous  mountain  trails, 
used  principally  for  the  movement  of 
ores  and  for  carrying  supplies  to 
mines. 
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Educational — There  are  but  two 
public  schools  in  this  county,  the  small- 
est number  in  any  county  in  Colorado, 
employing  16  teachers.  The  school  at 
Silverton  offers  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  precipita- 
tion here  is  extremely  heavy,  averag- 
ing above  25  inches  in  all  parts  of  the 
county.  The  climate  is  somewhat  se- 
vere, the  summers  being  short  and 
pleasant  and  the  w^inters  long,  subject 
to  very  low  temperatures  and  heavy 
snowfall.  Transportation  is  well  main- 
tained throughout  the  winter,  the  dis- 
trict being  seldom  cut  off  from  com- 
munication by  rail  with  the  outside 
territory  for  more  than  a  few  days  at 
a  time. 

Tourist  Attractions — Silverton  has 
long  been  recognized  as  one  of  the 
beauty-spots  of  Colorado,  and  has  been 
visited  annually  by  hundreds  of  tour- 
ists. The  town  itself,  situated  in  a 
narrow  mountain  valley  with  lofty 
peaks  on  all  sides,  is  rivaled  in  the 
picturesqueness  of  its  location  only  by 
the  neighboring  towns  of  Telluride 
and  Ouray.  The  mountains  here  afford 
a  wonderfully  varied  vista  of  forests, 
waterfalls,  canons  and  rugged  peaks, 
such  as  can  be  found  only  in  the  San 
Juan  region.  The  completion  of  the 
Durango-Silverton  highway  will  greatly 
increase  automobile  tourist  travel  and 
will  make  accessible  to  automobile 
travelers  some  of  the  most  wonderful 
mountain  scenery  on  the  continent. 
There  are  numerous  interesting  re- 
mains of  the  life  of  former  ages  to  be 
found  here,  both  man  and  beast. 
Ruined  cliff  dwellings  similar  to  those 
of  the  Montezuma  valley  are  found  in 
the  upper  Animas  canon.  Fossil  re- 
mains of  huge  animals,  principally 
mammals,  belonging  to  a  geological 
period  of  the  remote  past,  when  this 
was  a  comi)aratively  level  country,  per- 
haps near  the  shore  of  a  great  lake, 
are  found  in  the  rocks. 

Cities  and  Towns — Silverton,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  city,  is  the 
supply  point  for  the  rich  mining  dis- 
tricts, lying  principally  to  the  north. 
Other  towns  are  Eureka.  Animas 
Forks,  Gladstone  and  Chattanooga. 

Special  Opportunities — The  only  op- 
portunities of  importance  offered  here 
are  along  the  line  of  further  mining 
development  or  of  i)rospecting.  There 
is  considerable  territory  in  the  county 
that  has  never  been  mined  and  further 
prospecting  may  reveal  pay  ore  in 
these  districts.     There  is  also   oppor- 


tunity in  nearly  all  the  mining  camps 
for  the  investment  of  money  in  the 
further  development  of  veins  already 
located  and  partly  opened.  The  im- 
mense profits  that  have  been  made  in 
mining  in  this  district  are  the  best 
proof  of  the  probable  returns  to  be  de- 
rived from  such  investments,  when 
carefully  made  and  safeguarded. 


SAN  MIGUEL  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  San  Miguel 
county  lies  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  state,  the  western  boundary  be- 
ing formed  by  the  state  of  Utah.  It 
is  of  rectangular  form  with  regular 
boundary  lines  except  in  the  east  and 
southeast,  where  mountain  ranges 
form  the  county  division.  Its  extreme 
length,  east  and  w^est,  is  about  75 
miles,  and  the  extreme  width  is  about 
25  miles.  The  area  of  the  county  is 
824,320  acres,  or  about  325,000  acres 
less  than  the  area  of  the  state  of  Del- 
aware. The  altitude  varies  from  about 
5,000  feet  in  the  west  to  nearly  14,000 
feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of  the 
peaks  on  the  eastern  boundary. 

Early  History — This  district,  like 
other  sections  of  southwestern  Colo- 
rado, was  the  home  of  a  pre-historic 
race  known  as  the  Cliff  Dwellers  and 
remains  of  their  abodes  are  to  be 
found  in  numerous  canons  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  county.  Early  Spanish 
explorers  probably  got  as  far  north  as 
San  Miguel  county,  but  no  authentic 
records  of  Their  wanderings  are  avail- 
able. Spanish  names  are  common  for 
mountain  ranges  and  small  streams  in 
this  as  in  other  sections  of  southwest- 
ern Colorado.  The  first  record  of  any 
mining  in  the  county  was  in  1875  when 
placering  for  gold  was  carried  on  in 
a  small  way  on  some  of  the  sand  banks 
of  the  San  Miguel  river.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1883  from  a  part  of 
Ouray  county. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  in  the 
west  is  a  broken  plateau  or  table  land, 
crossed  by  numerous  canons  and  nar- 
row valleys.  It  rises  gradually  to  the 
central  part  and  then  abruptly  into  the 
mountain  ranges  which  form  the 
southeast  and  east  boundary.  The  soil 
of  the  narrow  valleys  is  principally  al- 
luvial and  of  great  fertility.  The 
mesas  and  plateaus  in  the  western 
part  are  of  a  sandy  loam  or  gravelly 
soil  suitable  for  cultivation  in  some 
sections,  but  in  others  are  made  up  of 
shales  and  cannot  be  farmed.  There 
is  no  soil  survey  of  this  area  available. 
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Population — The  population  in  1910 
was  4,700  and  is  perhaps  about  the 
same  at  the  present  time.  The  census 
bureau  in  1910  found  65.9  per  cent  of 
the  total  population  to  be  native 
whites.  The  percentage  of  foreigners 
is  somewhat  less  today  but  is  still 
large  because  of  the  considerable 
number  of  foreign-born  workmen  in 
the  mines.  Previous  to  the  war  the 
principal  foreign-born  nationalities 
were  Finnish,  Austrian,  Italian,  Eng- 
lish and  German. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply — The 

San  Miguel  river  has  its  source  near 
the  San  Miguel  mountains  on  the 
southeastern  border  and  drains  the  en- 
tire eastern  part  of  the  county.  The 
Dolores  river  flows  across  the  western 
part.  These  streams  furnish  a  good 
supply  of  water  the  year  round.  The 
San  Miguel  river  and  its  tributaries 
carry  most  of  the  water  for  the  min- 
ing operations  in  the  eastern  end  and 
an  abundant  supply  for  the  limited 
amount  of  irrigable  land  in  this  part 
of  the  county.  Water  for  domestic 
purposes  in  some  sections  is  obtained 
from  wells,  being  reached  at  depths 
ranging  from  25  to  125  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  mining,  agriculture,  stockraising 
and  lumbering.  Perhaps  50  per  cent 
of  the  people  in  the  county  depend  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  upon  mining  ac- 
tivities for  support.  There  is  consid- 
erable arable  land  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county,  but  little  of  it  has  ever 
been  broken  because  of  remoteness 
from  transportation  facilities.  Good 
pasture  is  found  in  the  national  forest 
areas  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
and  stockraising  is  followed  rather  ex- 
tensively, especially  along  the  streams 
in  this  section. 

Timber — Heavy  pine  and  spruce  tim- 
ber is  found  on  the  mountain  slopes 
and  lumbering  and  tie-making  have 
been  followed  rather  extensively. 
There  is  considerable  pinon  and  cedar 
timber,  especially  in  the  western  part. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, natural  hay,  small  grains,  pota- 
toes and  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  barium,  clays,  cop- 
I)er,  coal,  cai-n()tite\  and  other  radium 
ores,  fluorspar,  gold,  iron,  lead,  plati- 
num, silver,  tungsten,  zinc,  sand  and 
a  wide  variety  of  building  stone.  Gold, 
silver,  copper,  lead  and  zinc  have  been 
produced  in  large  quantities  for  a 
great  many  years  and  are  still  being 
produced.     Carnotlte  has  been  mined 


to  some  extent  for  about  10  years. 
Some  clay  has  been  dug  for  brick  mak- 
ing and  building  stone  has  been  quar- 
ried to  a  limited  extent  for  local  uses. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  120,755  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  a  little 
more  than  14i/^  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor,  9,438  acres  of  this  is 
irrigated  farm  land,  6,460  acres  is  non- 
irrigated  farm  land,  92,243  acres  is 
grazing  land,  600  acres  is  timber  land 
and  the  remainder  is  mineral  land,  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
16,642  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county,  including  some 
good  agricultural  land  for  sale  through 
the  state  land  board  on  favorable 
terms  and  at  reasonable  prices.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  323,602  acres 
of  government  land  open  to  home- 
stead entry.  This  includes  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  rugged  or  moun- 
tainous land  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes  or  for  possible 
minerals,  and  some  good  farming 
area  in  the  western  part  of  the  county 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  any 
railroad.  The  national  forest  area  is 
169,836  acres.  Irrigated  land  sells 
here  at  from  $50  to  $125  an  acre  and 
nonirrigated  land,  some  of  which  is  of 
little  use  except  for  grazing  purposes, 
at  from  $5  to  $30  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Rio  Grande 
Southern  railroad  passes  through  the 
extreme  eastern  end  of  the  county. 
This  is  the  only  railroad  and  points  on 
the  western  border  are  fully  60  miles 
from  shipping  stations. 

Highways — Highway  development  in 
this  county  has  been  slow.  A  primary 
state  road  now  in  fair  condition  runs 
from  Telluride  along  the  route  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Southern  railroad  to  Ridg- 
way,  in  Ouray  county.  This  connects 
at  Placerville  with  the  road  through 
Norwood  and  Naturita  into  the  Para- 
dox valley.  Another  road  runs  south 
from  Norwood  across  San  Miguel 
county  into  Dolores  county.  County 
roads  are  generally  poorly  improved 
and  serve  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
large  territory  in  the  western  part. 

Educational — There  are  24  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  47 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Telluride  and 
Norwood  each  offer  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  rainfall  in 
the  western  part  averages  about  14 
inches,    but    increases   rapidly   toward 
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the  east,  being  about  25  inches  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  county.  The  cli- 
mate in  the  western  part  is  mild  and 
pleasant  and  in  the  mountain  districts 
in  the  east  the  winters  are  long  and 
severe.  The  summers  are  short  but 
pleasant.  The  snowfall  during  the  win- 
ter is  extremely  heavy  in  this  part  of 
the  county. 

Tourist  Attractions — Telluride  has 
long  been  a  popular  stopping  place  for 
railway  tourists  visiting  western  Colo- 
rado. It  is  beautifully  located  in  a 
narrow  mountain  valley,  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  high  mountain  peaks. 
A  lack  of  well  improved  automobile 
roads  has  kept  this  district  back  in 
comparison  with  other  sections  of 
western  Colorado  during  the  past  four 
or  five  years  when  automobile  travel 
has  been  increased  very  rapidly. 
Scenic  attractions  here  are  as  fine  as 
can  be  found  any  place  in  Colorado. 
Good  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the 
mountain  streams  which  have  no 
mines  or  mills  along  their  courses  to 
muddy  the  waters.  Trout  lake  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  is  a 
popular  fishing  resort. 

Cities  and  Towns — Telluride,  the 
countyseat  and  the  principal  town,  is 
the  heart  of  the  most  important  min- 
ing district  in  the  county  Placerville. 
on  the  Rio  Grande  Southern  railway, 
is  the  shipping  point  for  a  vast  farm- 
ing and  mining  community  in  western 
San  Miguel  and  Montrose  counties. 
Among  the  other  towns  are  Ophir,  a 
mining  center;  Sawpit,  Vance  Junc- 
tion and  Leonard — small  railroad 
towns,  and  Norwood,  in  the  western 
part,  an  important  point  on  the  Para- 
dox highway. 

Special  Opportunities  —  Although 
metal  mining  has  been  carried  on  in 
this  county  for  a  great  many  years 
there  is  still  mineralized  area  that  has 
not  been  well  prospected.  In  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  county  there  are  large 
carnotite  deposits  which  have  enjoyed 
almost  no  development.  The  western 
half  of  the  county  has  very  few  inhab- 
itants and  offers  opportunity  for  de- 
velopment along  various  lines,  but 
such  development  will  perhaps  wait 
upon  further  transportation  facilities. 


SEDGWICK  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Sedgwick 
county  lies  in  the  extreme  northeast- 
ern corner  of  the  state  and  is  bounded 
on  the  north  and  east  by  the  state  of 
Nebraska.  It  is  a  perfect  rectangle, 
30  miles  long,  east  and  west,  and  about 


18  miles  wide.  Its  area  is  339,840 
acres,  or  about  one-half  that  of  the 
state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  South 
Platte  valley  crosses  the  northern  part 
and  the  remainder  is  principally  level 
or  broken  prairie.  The  altitude  varies 
from  3,400  feet,  in  the  northeast,  to 
3,675  feet  in  the  southwest. 

Early     History — This    small    corner 
has   played  an  important  part  in  the 
early  history  of  Colorado.     The  Long 
expedition   followed   the   Platte  valley 
through   this   county   in   1820.     Imme- 
diately following  the  discovery  of  gold 
in    the    foothills   comparatively   heavy 
travel  sprang  up   between   the  moun- 
tain   gold    camps    and    points    on    the 
Missouri  river,   by  way  of  the   South 
Platte    river.      The    Leavenworth    and 
Pikes  Peak  express,  the  route  of  the 
first  regular  stage  service  to  be  estab- 
lished   to    the    Rocky    Mountain    gold 
camps,     followed     the     Platte     valley 
through    the    corner    of   what    is    now 
Sedgwick  county.     One  of  the  stations 
on  this  route  was  Julesburg,  named  in 
honor  of  Jules  Beni,  a  Frenchman  pop- 
ularly   known    as    "Old    Jules."      The 
Union    Pacific    railroad   was    extended 
to  this   point  in  1867  and  for  a  good 
many  years  Julesburg  was  the  western 
terminus.     In  1881  the  Union  Pacific, 
Denver  and   Gulf   railroad,   known   as 
the  "Julesburg  Cut-off,"  was  extended 
west,  first  to  La  Salle  and  ultimately 
to  Denver.    The  town  of  Julesburg,  the 
site  of  which  has  been  changed  four 
times,   was,   during  this   early  period, 
the   most  important   point   in   eastern 
Colorado.      Cattleraising    was    almost 
the  only  industry  followed  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Colorado  until  about  1885.    For 
a  great  many  years  large  herds  of  cat- 
tle roamed  over  the  plains  of  Sedgwick 
county,  fattening  on  the  short  buffalo 
and  grama  grass,  which  made  this  dis- 
trict   one    of    the    favorite    haunts    of 
the   buffalo   before   the   white   hunters 
came.     In  the  late  80's  farmers  began 
to  take  up  homesteads  in  this  section 
of    the    state,    gradually    robbing    the 
stockmen  of  their  fine  range.     The  de- 
velopment   of    agriculture    along    the 
Platte  river  was  rapid  as  the  farming 
possibilities  began  to  be  realized.    The 
fact  that  water  was  available  for  irri- 
gation  in   the  northeastern  corner  of 
the  state  was  possibly  one  of  the  fac- 
tors which  prevented  the  development, 
in  this  early  period,  of  any  of  the  non- 
irrigated  land  lying  south  of  the  Platte 
river  valley.     The  actual  development 
of  this  territory  began  only  within  the 
past  decade.     This  county  was  organ- 
ized   in    1889    from   a   part   of   Logan 
county,   and   was   named   in   honor  of 
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General  John  Sedgwick,  a  Union  offi- 
cer in  the  Civil  war  who  commanded 
Fort  Wise,  on  the  Arkansas  river. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
varied,  but  is  generally  level  or 
slightly  rolling.  A  low  range  of  hills 
skirts  the  Platte  river  on  both  sides, 
sloping  off  to  a  gently  rolling  plain 
which  covers  about  four-fifths  of  the 
county.  The  valley  of  the  Platte  river 
is  broad  and  very  fertile.  The  soil 
is  principally  a  black  loam,  from  two 
to  five  feet  in  depth,  with  clay  and 
sandy  subsoil.  There  is  no  detailed 
soil  survey  available. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Platte  river  flows  across  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  and  affords  the 
principal  drainage  and  water  supply 
for  irrigation.  A  few  small  streams, 
tributaries  of  the  Republican  river, 
rise  in  the  southeast.  Water  for  do- 
mestic purposes  is  obtained  principally 
from  wells  and  is  reached  in  the  South 
Platte  valley  at  from  12  to  40  feet. 
On  the  prairies  south  of  the  river  it  is 
reached  at  a  depth  of  from  150  to  300 
feet. 

Population — In  1890  the  population 
was  1,293.  As  a  result  of  unfavorable 
farming  seasons  in  the  early  90's. 
many  of  the  homesteaders  left  their 
claims,  and  in  1900  the  population  had 
fallen  to  971;  in  1910  it  was  3,061,  an 
increase  of  21.5.2  per  cent  in  ten  years. 
The  present  population  is  about  5.000. 
In  1910  the  foreign-horn  population 
was  12.4  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  being  Ger- 
man and  Russian. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising  and  dairy- 
ing. Farming  under  irrigation  has 
been  successfully  followed  here  for  20 
years.  There  had  been  comparatively 
little  development  of  the  agricultural 
lands  in  the  southern  i)art  of  the  coun- 
ty, where  no  water  for  irrigation  is 
available,  until  within  the  past  decade, 
and  at  the  present  time  large  areas  in 
this  section  of  the  county  are  un- 
broken. Dairy  farming  is  increasing  in 
importance  each  year.  Stockraising. 
which  was  at  one  time  almost  the  only 
industry  followed  in  the  county,  is  still 
carried  on  extensively  and  stockfeed- 
ing  is  an  important  industry  in  the 
South  Platte  valley,  where  large  quan- 
tities of  stock  feed  are  raised  every 
year. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa and  other  hays,  sugar  beets,  po- 
tatoes, corn,  wheat,  oats,  rye.  barley, 
forages,  pinto  beans  and  garden  vege- 
tables. 


Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  utilized  to  some  ex- 
tent for  making  brick;  sand  and  build- 
ing stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  293,823  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  86 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
20.474  acres  of  this  is  irrigated  farm 
land,  5,280  acres  is  natural  hay  land, 
178,151  acres  is  nonirrigated  farm 
land,  88,241  acres  is  grazing  land  and 
the  remainder  is  railroad  rights  of 
way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  was  24.519 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  most  of  which  is  suitable 
for  farming  and  may  be  purchased 
through  the  state  land  board  on  fa- 
vorable terms.  On  July  1,  1918.  there 
was  but  280  acres  of  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry  in  the  county, 
consisting  of  small  isolated  tracts  of 
no  practical  value.  Irrigated  land 
sells  here  at  from  $100  to  $225  an 
acre  and  nonirrigated  land  at  from  $25 
to  $60  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad  passes 
through  the  extreme  northern  part  of 
the  county,  by  way  of  Julesburg.  The 
Denver  branch  of  the  Union  Pacific 
follows  the  Platte  river  southwest 
from  Julesburg  into  Logan  county  and 
on  to  Denver. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Platte  Valley  road,  which 
connects  with  the  Lincoln  Highway 
near  Julesburg.  A  secondary  state 
highway  runs  south  from  Julesburg  to 
a  connection  with  the  Omaha-Lincoln- 
Denver  road  at  Holyoke,  in  Phillips 
county.  There  are  numerous  state 
roads,  generally  well  improved.  In  the 
southern  part  of  the  county,  where  ag- 
ricultural development  is  limited,  high- 
way development  is  likewise  limited. 

Educational — There  are  27  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  48 
teachers.  The'  county  highschool  at 
Julesburg  and  the  highschool  at  Sedg- 
wick each  offer  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate  is 
comparatively  mild  and  very  favorable 
for  general  farming  and  stockraising. 
The  summers  are  warm  and  the  win- 
ters are  not  subject  to  extremely  low 
temi)eratiires.  This  county  lies  in 
what  is  known  as  the  rain  belt  of 
eastern  Colorado,  the  average  annual 
precipitation  varying  from  17  to  21 
inches,    being    heaviest    in    the    north- 
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eastern  part.  There  is  considerable 
variation  in  the  rainfall  from  year  to 
year,  but  it  is  usually  sufficient  for 
growing  without  irrigation  such  crops 
as  are  best  adapted  to  this  locality. 
Usually  about  three-fourths  of  the  pre- 
cipitation comes  during  the  growing 
season. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  con- 
siderable tourist  travel  from  the  east 
through  this  county  over  the  Platte 
valley  road.  There  are  many  points 
of  historic  interest,  chief  of  which  are 
the  site  of  old  Fort  Sedgwick,  the  va- 
rious sites  of  the  town  of  Julesburg  and 
other  stations  on  the  famous  "Over- 
land Trail,"  as  the  stage  route  to  the 
gold  camps  was  called  in  the  early 
days. 

Cities  and  Towns — Julesburg,  the 
countyseat  and  principal  town,  is  lo- 
cated on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
near  the  north  boundary  of  the  county. 
It  is  an  important  shipping  point  and 
is  especially  interesting  because  of  its 
early  history.  At  one  time,  when  it 
was  the  terminus  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad,  it  had  a  population  of  nearl5^ 
8,000.  The  present  population  is  about 
1,500.  Other  towns  are  Ovid,  Sedgwick 
and  Dorsey,  all  on  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad. 

Special  Opportunities — There  is  per- 
haps 200,000  acres  of  unbroken  arable 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  this  coun- 
ty, all  very  fertile  soil  and  with  suffi- 
cient rainfall  to  produce  good  crops 
without  irrigation.  There  has  been 
some  agricultural  development  in  this 
part  of  the  county  in  the  past  few 
years  and  the  success  that  has  attend- 
ed these  farming  operations  is  the  best 
evidence  of  what  may  be  expected 
from  the  development  of  the  unbroken 
areas. 


SUMMIT   COUNTY 

General  Description — Summit  county 
is  situate  in  the  north-central  part  of 
the  state  and  is  included  in  that  part  of 
the  highly  mineralized  area  of  Colo- 
rado known  as  the  sulphide  belt.  The 
•  Gore  range  forms  most  of  the  western 
boundary,  and  the  eastern  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  Williams  Fork  moun- 
tains and  the  Continental  divide,  here 
called  the  Snowy  range.  It  is  very  ir- 
regular in  outline,  having  an  extreme 
length,  north  and  south,  of  about  48 
miles,  and  an  extreme  width  of  38 
miles.  Its  area  is  415,360  acres,  or 
about  two-thirds  that  of  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  surface  is  mostly 
mountainous.       The     altitude     varies 


from  about  8,500  feet,  in  the  north,  to 
more  than  14,000  feet  at  the  summits 
of  some  of  the  peaks  along  the  eastern 
and  southern  boundaries 

Early  History — The  first  settlers  in 
this  section  of  Colorado  were  prospec- 
tors and  gold  miners.  A  party  of  14 
men  crossed  the  Snowy  range  in  Au- 
gust, 1859,  and  made  important  dis- 
coveries of  placer  gold  on  sandbars  in 
the  bed  of  the  upper  Blue  river  near 
the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Breck- 
enridge.  News  of  their  discovery 
spread  rapidly  and  in  1860  the  town  of 
Breckenridge  had  become  one  of  the 
most  important  placer  gold  camps  in 
Colorado.  During  the  early  mining 
period  most  of  the  gold  was  taken 
from  placer  mines,  and  Summit  county 
leads  the  state  in  the  production  of 
placer  gold.  Rich  gold  and  silver  bear- 
ing veins  were  soon  discovered,  how- 
ever, and  lode  mining  was  carried  on 
rather  extensively  even  in  the  early 
60's.  Summit  county  is  one  of  the 
original  17  counties  in  the  Colorado 
territory,  as  it  was  organized  in  1861. 
It  was  much  larger  then  than  now,  in- 
cluding most  of  the  area  now  divided 
into  Eagle,  Garfield,  Grand  and  Routt 
counties. 

Surface  and  Soil — This  is  one  of  the 
most  mountainous  counties  in  Colo- 
rado. Its  boundaries  are  formed  en- 
tirely by  mountain  ranges  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  short  stretch  on  the  north, 
forming  its  boundary  with  Grand  coun- 
ty. About  the  only  level  land  is  found 
in  the  valley  of  the  Blue  river,  where 
agriculture  is  carried  on  to  a  limited 
extent.  The  soil  here  is  wonderfully 
fertile,  but  the  range  of  crops  is  lim- 
ited because  of  the  short  seasons.  No 
soil  survey  of  the  county  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  Sum- 
mit county  in  1910  was  2,003,  and  in 
1900  it  was  2,744.  The  decrease  was 
due  principally  to  a  decline  in  mining 
activities.  At  the  present  time  the 
population  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
2,500.  In  1910  the  foreign-born  white 
population  made  up  21.5  per  cent  of 
the  total.  The  principal  foreign  na- 
tionalities are  Swedish,  English  and 
Canadian. 

Drainage  and  Water  Supply — The 
Blue  river  has  its  source  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  this  coi^nty,  and,  with  its 
tributaries,  affords  the  only  drainage 
and  supplies  water  for  the  irrigation 
of  such  land  as  can  be  cultivated. 

Industries — Mining  is  the  principal 
industry.  Agriculture  is  carried  on  to 
a  limited  extent  in  the  valley  of  the 
Blue    river,   and    stockraising   has    al- 
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ways  been  profitable  because  of  the 
large  amount  of  good  natural  grass 
available  here  for  pasture.  Lumbering 
has  been  followed  principally  to  supply 
the  local  demands. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  nat- 
ural hay  and  potatoes.  Some  small 
grain  and  garden  vegetables  are  also 
raised. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  copper,  gold,  iron,  lead, 
manganese,  molybdenum,  tungsten, 
sand,  silver,  zinc  and  a  wide  variety  of 
building  stone. 

Timbei — There  is  an  abundance  of 
heavy  timber  in  the  mountain  slopes, 
principally  pine,  spruce  and  aspen. 

Land  Classification — At  the  begin- 
ning of  1919  there  was  28,455  'acres  of 
privately-owned  land  in  the  county,  or 
about  7  per  cent  of  the  total  area.  The 
records  of  the  county  assessor  show 
that  5,620  acres  of  this  is  irrigated 
land,  lying  principally  in  the  valley  of 
the  Blue  river.  19,697  acres  grazing 
land,  520  acres  timber  land  and  the  re- 
mainder mineral  land,  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
.January  1,  1919,  there  was  but  322 
acres  of  unappropriated  state  land  in 
the  county,  of  little  value  except  for 
grazing  purposes  or  for  possible  min- 
erals. On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
10,015  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  principally  hilly 
or  mountainous,  of  little  value  except 
for  grazing  purposes  or  possible  min- 
erals. The  national  forest  area  is 
288,374   acres. 

Transportation — A  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern  railroad  extends 
from  Como  across  Boreas  pass  to 
Breckenridge,  tl;^  countyseat.  A 
branch  of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad,  now  operated  by  the  Colo- 
rado &  Southern,  runs  from  Leadville 
to  Breckenridge.  A  short  branch  line 
extends  from  this  line  to  the  mining 
camps  of  Dillon  and  Keystone. 

Highways — The  only  state  highway 
in  this  county  is  that  running  north 
from  Fairplay  through  Breckenridge 
down  the  valley  of  the  Blue  river  to 
a  connection  with  the  Vernal  road  at 
Kremmling.  There  are  numerous 
county  roads  and  trails  developed  prin- 
cipally to  serve  mining  camps  in  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  county. 

Educational — There  are  13  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  21 
teachers.  The  highschool  at  Brecken- 
ridge offers  a  full  highschool  course, 
while  the  schools  at  Kokomo  and  Dil- 
lon give  two  years  of  highschool  work. 


There  are   no  private   schools   or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  precipita- 
tion in  this  county  is  extremely  heavy; 
in  the  northern  part  it  runs  from  17 
to  20  inches;  in  the  southern  part  it 
increases  rapidly,  varying  from  20  to 
30  inches  annually.  The  climate  is 
somewhat  severe.  The  summers  in 
the  valley  of  the  Blue  river  are  short 
and  pleasant  and  the  winters  are  long 
and  subject  to  extremely  low  temper- 
atures, and  the  snowfall  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county  is  perhaps  as 
heavy  as  in  any  section  of  Colorado. 

Tourist  Attractions — Although  some 
of  the  most  beautiful  mountain  scenery 
in  Colorado  is  found  in  this  county,  it 
is  but  little  known  to  tourists  and  trav- 
elers because  of  the  difficulty  in  reach- 
ing it.  Breckenridge,  in  the  upper  val- 
ley of  the  Blue  river,  is  a  beautifully 
located  mountain  town,  but  is  difficult 
of  access  both  by  rail  and  by  highway. 
The  highway  extending  along  the  val- 
ley of  the  Blue  river  is  in  fair  condi- 
tion, but  the  mountain  passes  are 
never  open  until  late  in  the  year  and 
automobile  tourists  seldom  find  their 
way  into  this  region  of  artistic  natural 
beauty. 

Cities  and  Towns — Breckenridge,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  principal  town,  and 
is  located  in  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Blue  river,  on  the  Colorado  &  South- 
ern railroad.  It  is  the  center  of  the 
most  important  mining  district,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  known  mining  camps 
in  Colorado.  Other  mining  towns  are 
Dillon,  Montezuma,  Robinson  and  Ko- 
komo. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are 
along  the  line  of  mineral  development. 
Although  mining  has  been  carried  on 
extensively  in  this  county  for  more 
than  50  years,  there  are  still  large 
areas  of  mineralized  land  that  have 
never  been  developed.  In  recent  years 
rich  mineral  values,  especially  zinc, 
have  been  uncovered  at  great  depths, 
and  the  lode  mines  are  now  producing 
more  than  the  placers.  Rich  deposits 
of  molybdenum  have  been  opened  up 
in  the  past  two  or  three  years  and 
mills  have  recently  been  constructed 
for  the  reduction  of  these  ores.  Mining 
men  generally  are  convinced  that  mol- 
ybdenum will  in  a  short  time  rank 
close  to  the  top  among  the  mineral 
products  of  this  county.  The  prin- 
cipal minerals  now  produced  are  gold, 
silver,  copper,  lead  and  zinc.  Of  these, 
zinc  ranks  first  in  value  of  output. 
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TELLER  COUNTY 

General  Description — Teller  county 
lies  in  the  central  part  of  the  state, 
directly  west  of  Colorado  Springs, 
with  Pikes  peak,  the  best  known 
mountain  in  Colorado,  lying  near  the 
eastern  boundary.  It  is  an  irregular 
rectangle  in  outline,  about  27  miles 
long,  north  and  south,  and  21  miles 
wide  in  the  southern  part.  Its  area  is 
350,080  acres,  or  a  little  less  than  one- 
half  that  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 
Its  surface  is  principally  mountainous, 
with  a  few  tracts  of  rolling  mountain 
valley  land.  The  altitude  varies  from 
7,600  feet,  in  the  north,  to  about  13,000 
feet  at  the  summits  of  some  of  the 
mountain  peaks  in  the  southeast. 

Early  History — The  fact  that  mere 
chance  and  good  luck  play  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  operations  of  the  pros- 
pector for  precious  metals  is  well  il- 
lustrated in  the  early  history  of  the 
Cripple  Creek  district,  now  one  of  the 
richest  gold  producing  areas  in  the 
world.  During  the  early  years  of  min- 
ing development  in  Colorado  there  was 
no  production  from  what  is  now  Teller 
county.  Prospectors  spent  considera- 
ble time  in  the  territory  west  of  Pikes 
peak,  but  their  reports  were  uniformly 
unfavorable.  In  1885  there  was  a  rush 
of  gold  hunters  to  Mt.  Pisgah,  which 
overlooks  the  city  of  Cripple  Creek, 
said  to  have  been  started  by  a  "salted" 
mine.  The  entire  Cripple  Creek  terri- 
tory was  carefully  explored  at  that 
time,  but  no  discoveries  of  gold  were 
made.  Cripple  Creek  was  then  little 
more  than  a  lonely  cattle  ranch.  A 
herder  named  Robert  Womack  had 
more  faith  in  this  territory  than  most 
of  the  prospectors  who  had  visited  it 
and  during  his  spare  time  he  did  con- 
siderable prospecting  in  the  pastures 
where  the  city  of  Cripple  Creek  now 
stands.  He  discovered  insignificant 
seams  of  gold  and  staked  out  a  claim 
which  he  called  "The  Chance."  Other 
cowboys  laughed  at  him,  but  he  con- 
tinued his  search.  In  January,  1891,  he 
picked  up  a  piece  of  float  ore  that 
looked  favorable  and  sent  it  to  an  as- 
sayer.  In  a  few  days  he  received  a  re- 
port to  the  effect  that  it  carried  $250 
in  gold  a  ton.  He  returned  to  the  spot 
where  he  found  the  float  and  dug  a 
prospect  hole.  In  a  few  days  he  un- 
covered a  vein  carrying  rich  sylvanite. 
This  was  on  what  later  came  to  be 
known  as  the  El  Paso  lode,  one  of  the 
richest  in  the  Cripple  Creek  district. 
He  was  so  elated  with  his  discovery 
that  he  made  a  trip  to  Colorado 
Springs  and  drank  more  whisky  than 


was  good  for  him  in  celebration  of  his 
good  fortune.  While  crazed  with  drink 
he  disposed  of  his  claim  for  $500  in 
cash.  He  then  spread  the  news  of  his 
findings  through  the  streets  of  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  in  a  few  days  the  cow 
pastures  in  the  Cripple  Creek  district 
were  literally  swarming  with  gold 
hunters.  Claims  were  staked  out 
every  place  and  Mt.  Pisgah  for  the 
third  time  became  a  scene  of  activity. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  real  de- 
velopment in  the  Cripple  Creek  min- 
ing district.  In  1891  the  gold  produc- 
tion of  Teller  county  was  about  $200,- 
000.  It  increased  very  rapidly,  and  in 
1896  it  was  greater  than  the  combined 
production  of  all  other  districts  in  the 
state.  In  1901,  just  10  years  after  Wo- 
mack's  discovery,  the  gold  production 
from  the  Cripple  Creek  district  was 
$24,986,990,  or  about  six  times  the  pro- 
duction from  the  remainder  of  the 
state.  The  deserted  cow  pastures  in 
the  region  of  Mt.  Pisgah  have  pro- 
duced up  to  date  nearly  $360,000,000 
in  gold.  Teller  county  was  organized 
in  1899  from  parts  of  El  Paso  and  Fre- 
mont counties  and  was  named  in  honor 
of  Henry  M.  Teller,  for  30  years  United 
States  senator  from  Colorado. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
mountainous  except  for  small  areas  of 
valley  land  in  the  central  and  north- 
ern parts.  The  soil  of  these  valleys  is 
principally  a  dark  colored  loam  of 
great  fertility  and  produces  fair  crops, 
despite  the  short  seasons.  No  soil 
survey  of  this  area  is  available. 

Population — The  population  of  Tel- 
ler county  has  varied  considerably 
with  the  success  of  mining  operations. 
In  1900,  one  year  after  the  county  was 
organized,  it  was  29,002;  in  1910  it  had 
fallen  to  14,351,  chiefly  as  a  result  of 
the  decline  in  mining  activities.  The 
present  population  is  about  7,000'.  In 
1910  the  foreign-born  population  was 
16.4  per  cent  of  the  total,  the  princi- 
pal foreign  nationalities  at  that  time 
being  Swedish,  English,  German  and 
Canadian. 

Timber  —  There  is  considerable 
heavy  timber  in  the  mountainous 
areas,  principally  pine  and  spruce. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply — The 

northern  part  of  the  county  is  drained 
by  small  streams  flowing  into  the 
South  Fork  of  the  South  Platte  river. 
The  Arkansas  divide  crosses  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  county  and  a  number 
of  streams,  tributary  to  the  Arkansas 
river,  rise  in  the  southern  part.  The 
streams  have  their  sources  in  regions 
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of  high  precipitation  and  carry  plenty 
of  water  throughout  the  year. 

Industries — The  principal  industry  Is 
metal  mining,  confined  largely  to  what 
is  known  as  the  Cripple  Creek  district. 
Farming  and  stockraising  are  carried 
on  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  mountain 
valleys.  Some  stone  has  been  quar- 
ried for  local  uses.  The  mineral  out- 
put of  this  county  has  at  times  been 
larger  than  that  of  any  other  county  in 
Colorado.  At  the  present  time  Teller 
county  ranks  second,  following  Lake 
county. 

Crops — -The  principal  crops  are  nat- 
ural hay,  small  grain,  raised  princi- 
pally for  forage;  potatoes  and  some 
garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  antimony,  clays,  fluorspar, 
gold,  molybdenum,  phenacite,  silver, 
tantalum,  topaz,  tourmaline  and  other 
gem  stones;  volcanic  ash  and  a  variety 
of  building  stone. 

Land  Values— At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  149,160  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or 
about  421/2  per  cent  of  the  total  area. 
According  to  the  records  of  the  county 
assessor,  1,722  acres  of  this  was  natural 
hay  land,  18,184  acres  nonirrigated 
farm  land,  87,327  acres  grazing  land 
and  the  remainder  mineral  land,  rail- 
road rights  of  way  and  town  and  city 
lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there  was 
10,802  acres  of  unappropriated  state 
land  in  the  county  of  little  value  ex- 
cept for  grazing  purposes  or  for  pos- 
sible minerals.  On  July  1,  1918,  there 
was  32,877  acres  of  government  land 
open  to  homestead  entry,  principally 
hilly  or  mountainous  and  of  little  value 
except  for  grazing  purposes  or  for  pos- 
sible minerals.  The  national  forest 
area  is  73,408  acres.  Natural  hay  land 
sells  here  at  from  $25  to  $75  an  acre 
and  nonirrigated  land,  including  graz- 
ing land,  at  from  $5  to  $25  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Colorado  Mid- 
land railroad  crosses  the  north-central 
part  of  the  county.  The  Midland  Ter- 
minal railroad,  belonging  to  this  sys- 
tem, runs  south  from  the  town  of 
Divide  into  Cripi)le  Creek,  and  the 
Cripple  Creek  &  Colorado  Springs  rail- 
road, popularly  known  as  the  Cripple 
Creek  Short  Line,  runs  from  Colorado 
Springs  west  to  Cripple  Creek,  and  the 
other  towns  of  the  Cripple  Creek  dis- 
trict. 

Highways — The  principal  state  high- 
way is  the  Pikes  Peak  or  Ocean  to 
Ocean  route,  which  runs  west  from 
Colorado   Si)rings   over   TTte   pass   into 


this  county,  following  in  general  the 
course  of  the  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road. A  secondary  state  highway 
leaves  this  route  at  Divide  and  runs 
south  through  Cripple  Creek  to  Canon 
City.  Another  secondary  state  road 
follo\ys  in  general  the  course  of  the 
Cripple  Creek  Short  Line  from  Colo- 
rado Springs  to  the  Cripple  Creek  dis- 
trict. There  are  numerous  county 
roads  and  trails  only  moderately  well 
improved,  constructed  principally  to 
serve  the  mining  districts. 

Educational — There  are  25  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  80 
teachers.  The  schools  at  Cripple 
Creek  and  Victor  each  give  a  full  high- 
school  course,  while  the  schools  at 
Florissant,  Divide  and  Woodland  Park 
each  give  one  year  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data  —  The  climate 
here  is  somewhat  severe.  The  sum- 
mers, are  short  and  comparatively 
warm,  though  frost  occurs  in  the  high 
altitude  every  month  in  the  year.  The 
winters  are  long  and  are  subject  to 
extremely  low  temperatures  and  heavy 
snowfall.  The  average  annual  precipi- 
tation varies  from  16  to  22  inches,  be- 
ing heaviest  in  the  east-central  part. 

Tourist  Attractions  —  The  Cripple 
Creek  district  has  been  a  mecca  for 
tourists  ever  since  it  came  to  be 
known  as  one  of  the  richest  gold  min- 
ing districts  in  the  world.  The  Crip- 
ple Creek  Short  Line  ever  since  its 
construction  has  been  one  of  the  most 
popular  tourist  railroads  in  the  state. 
It  passes  through  a  region  of  attrac- 
tive mountain  scenery  south  of  Pikes 
peak  and  serves  all  of  the  rich  mining 
area  of  the  Cripple  Creek  district.  The 
petrified  forests  and  interesting  fossils 
in  the  vicinity  of  Florissant  are  well 
known  to  travelers  and  attract  many 
tourists.  In  late  years  these  interest- 
ing and  valuable  remains  of  an  ancient 
geological  age  have  been  largely  de- 
stroyed by  tourists  in  their  constant 
search  for  "specimens."  Woodland 
Park,  on  the  Colorado  Midland  rail- 
road, is  a  charming  resort  and  is  fa- 
mous for  its  excellent  view  of  Pikes 
peak.  The  construction  of  the  Ocean 
to  Ocean  highway  has  greatly  in- 
creased automobile  tourist  travel 
through  this  territory. 

Cities  and  Towns — Cripple  Creek, 
the  countyseat  and  principal  town,  is 
situate  in  the  south-central  part  of  the 
county  in  the  heart  of  the  gold  mining 
district.  It  is  an  attractive  mountain 
town  and  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
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mining  camps  in  the  west.  Florissant, 
on  the  Colorado  Midland  railroad,  is 
the  center  of  the  principal  stockrais- 
ing  district.  The  principal  mining 
camps,  in  addition  to  Cripple  Creek, 
are  Victor,  Anaconda,  Elkton,  Cam- 
eron, Goldfield  and  Altman. 

Special  Opportunities — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are  per- 
haps in  the  direction  of  mining  de- 
velopment. In  recent  years  much  cap- 
ital has  been  profitably  employed  in 
the  extension  of  deep  mining  opera- 
tions and  the  construction  of  tunnels 
to  remove  the  water  from  lower  work- 
ings of  the  mines.  The  producing  dis- 
trict is  very  small,  but  it  is  not  be- 
yond the  range  of  possibility  that  an 
extension  of  tunnels  may  trace  ore 
veins  into  a  territory  outside  of  the 
district  now  being  worked.  It  is  well 
known  that  geologists,  during  the  early 
history  of  Colorado,  reported  unfavor- 
ably on  the  Cripple  Creek  district  be- 
cause of  the  peculiar  geological  for- 
mations here,  and  these  same  peculiar 
formations  make  it  almost  impossible 
to  determine  what  the  extent  of  the  ore 
bodjes  is. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY 

General  Description  —  Washington 
county  lies  in  the  noriheastern  part  of 
the  state.  A  small  section  of  the 
northwestern  part  is  in  the  irrigated 
valley  of  the  Platte  river,  and  the  re- 
mainder lies  principally  in  the  prairie 
district  of  eastern  Colorado,  where 
farming  is  followed  without  irrigation. 
It  is  of  an  irregular  rectangular  out- 
line, 60  miles  long,  north  and  south, 
and  48  miles  wide  in  the  southern 
part.  The  width  of  the  northern  half 
is  about  36  miles.  It  is  principally  a 
rolling  prairie.  The  altitude  varies 
from  about  4,000  feet  in  the  north  to 
4,800  feet  in  the  extreme  southwest. 

Early  History — There  was  compara- 
tively little  travel  through  this  section 
of  Colorado  during  the  early  period  of 
settlement  in  the  gold  camps,  most  of 
it  going  to  the  north  along  the  South 
Platte  valley  and  to  the  south  through 
the  Arkansas  divide  region.  In  the 
early  70's  stockmen  began  to  graze 
their  herds  on  the  rich  prairie  grass 
here  and  for  20  years  what  is  now 
Washington  county  was  a  part  of  the 
great  eastern  Colorado  pasture  over 
which  thousands  of  Texas  longhorns 
were  grazed  without  restriction.  This 
territory  was  practically  all  govern- 
ment land  at  that  time  and  cowboys 
riding  the  range  answered   for  fences 


to  keep  track  of  the  herds  of  different 
stockmen.  The  agricultural  develop- 
ment of  the  county  began  about  1885, 
when  homesteaders  began  to  file  on 
the  government  land.  In  the  early 
90's  many  of  these  homesteaders  were 
discouraged,  as  a  result  of  two  or  three 
bad  seasons,  and  went  back  east.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
a  new  tide  of  immigration  set  in  and 
since  that  time  the  agricultural  devel- 
opment of  this  territory  has  been  rapid 
and  successful.  The  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1887  from  a  part  of  Weld 
county.  A  part  of  it  was  taken  in 
1889  to  form  Yuma  county,  and  parts 
of  Adams  and  Arapahoe  counties  were 
annexed  in  1903. 

Surface  and  Soil — Few  counties  in 
the  state  have  a  more  uniform  surface 
than  Washington  county.  The  valley 
of  the  Platte  river  crosses  the  extreme 
northwestern  corner.  The  remainder 
is  a  level  or  rolling  prairie,  with  fer- 
tile soil,  well  adapted  to  cultivation. 
In  the  north  the  soil  is  a  sandy  loam 
with  a  mixture  of  adobe  and  other 
harder  elements,  but  only  a  few  small 
areas  have  so  much  sand  as  to  make 
them  unsuitable  for  cultivation.  There 
is  no  soil  survey  of  this  area  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1900 
was  1.120;  in  1910  it  was  6,002.  The 
increase  was  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  addition  of  territory  as  mentioned 
above.  The  population  at  the  present 
time  is  approximately  9,o00.  In  1910 
foreign-born  whites  made  up  8.5  per 
cent  of  the  total  population,  the  prin- 
cipal foreign  nationalities  being  Ger- 
man, Russian  and  Swiss. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

Arickaree  river  flows  across  the  ex- 
treme southeastern  corner  and  Red 
Willow  creek,  a  tributary  of  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Republican,  crosses  the 
northeastern  corner.  Other  streams 
are  all  tributaries  of  the  South  Platte 
river,  which  flows  across  the  extreme 
northwestern  corner  of  the  county. 
These  streams  carry  no  reliable  supply 
of  water  for  irrigation.  A  strong  un- 
derflow of  water  is  found  in  most  sec- 
tions of  the  county  and  is  reached  at 
depths  varying  from  7o  to  200  feet. 
Wells  drilled  to  this  underflow  are 
pumped  ])rincipally  by  windmills  and 
furnish  most  of  the  water  for  domestic 
puri^oses  and  for  livestock.  In  some 
cases  a  limited  amount  of  water  from 
wells  is  used  for  irrigation 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising  and  dairy- 
ing. Formerly  stockraising  was  prac- 
tically the  only  occupation  of  the  peo- 
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pie  living  here,  but  in  the  past  20 
years  general  agriculture  has  been  de- 
veloped very  rapidly  and  successfully, 
and  dairy  farming  in  the  past  10  years 
has  largely  taken  the  place  of  general 
stockraising,  especially  where  the 
stockmen  relied  on  free  range  for  their 
pasture.  This  free  range,  which  at 
one  time  made  this  section  of  Colo- 
rado a  paradise  for  Texas  longhdrn 
steers,  has  in  recent  years  been  cut 
up  into  small  farms,  which  in  most 
cases  are  being  cultivated  today. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are 
wheat,  corn,  oats,  barley,  rye,  potatoes, 
sugar  beets,  kafir,  and  'other  forage 
crops;  beans  and  garden  vegetables. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  which  have  been  uti- 
lized to  a  limited  extent  for  brick  mak- 
ing; fluorspar,  fuller's  earth,  gravel, 
building  sand  and  building  stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  1,225,081  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  nearly  76 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor, 
7,028  acres  of  this  is  irrigated  farm 
land,  88  acres  natural  hay  land,  1.085,- 
728  acres  is  nonirrigated  farm  land, 
130,047  acres  is  grazing  land  and  the 
remainder  is  railroad  rights  of  way 
and  town  and  city  lots.  On  January 
1,  1919,  there  was  95,169  acres  of  un- 
appropriated state  land  in  the  county, 
most  of  which  is  suitable  for  farming 
and  may  be  purchased  through  the 
state  land  board  on  very  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was  4,442 
acres  of  government  land  open  to 
homestead  entry,  principally  small  iso- 
lated tracts  of  little  economic  value. 
Irrigated  land  sells  here  at  from  $75 
to  $150  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $25  to  $75  an  acre. 

Transportation. — The  Burlington  rail- 
road runs  across  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  by  way  of  Akron,  and  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  crosses  the  ex- 
treme northwestern  corner. 

Highways — The  principal  state  road 
is  the  Burlington  highway,  which  fol- 
lows in  general  the  course  of  the  Bur- 
lington railroad  across  the  county. 
This  is  one  of  the  important  automo- 
bile highways  leading  into  the  state 
from  the  east.  Secondary  state  high- 
ways run  south  from  Akron  to  Flagler, 
Kit  Carson  county,  and  north  from 
Seibert  in  Kit  Carson  county  to 
Sterling,  by  way  of  Otis.  The  numer- 
ous county  highways  are  generally 
well  improved  and  are  sufficient  to 
care  for  the  present  agricultural  de- 
velopment in  the  rural  districts. 


Educational — There  are  116  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  131 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Akron  offers  a  full  highschool  course, 
while  the  branch  highschool  at  Otis 
gives  three  years  of  highschool  work. 
There  are  no  private  schools  or  col- 
leges in  the  county. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  other 
sections  of  eastern  Colorado.  The 
summers  are  long  and  warm,  generally 
favorable  for  general  farming  and 
stockraising.  The  average  annual 
rainfall  in  the  eastern  part  varies 
from  15  to  18  inches,  and  in  the  west- 
ern part  from  12  to  15  inches.  Prob- 
ably three-fourths  of  it  comes  during 
the  growing  season. 

Tourist  Attractions — There  is  com- 
l)aratively  little  natural  scenery  here 
of  interest  to  tourists,  but  large  num- 
bers of  automobile  travelers  cross  the 
county  by  way  of  the  Burlington  high- 
way to  the  mountainous  districts  fur- 
ther west. 

Cities  and  Towns — Akron,  the  coun- 
tyseat  and  principal  town,  is  a  division 
point  on  the  Burlington  railroad  near 
the  central  part  of  the  county.  It  is 
the  center  of  a  prosperous  agricul- 
tural district  and  is  growing  rapidly. 
Other  towns  are  Otis  and  Pinneo,  on 
the  Burlington  railroad;  and  Cope, 
Harrisburg,  Linden  and  Arickaree,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county. 

Special  Opportunities — The  principal 
opportunities  offered  here  are  along 
the  line  of  agricultural  development. 
There  is  perhaps  700,000  acres  of  ara- 
ble land  in  this  county  which  has  never 
been  broken.  The  government  experi- 
ment farm,  near  Akron,  is  equipped 
to  furnish  newcomers  in  this  locality 
with  the  most  desirable  information 
about  suitable  crops  and  proper  meth- 
ods of  farming.  Dairying  has  been  de- 
veloped very  rai)idly  in  the  territory 
adjacent  to  the  Burlington  railroad  in 
the  past  decade  and  dairy  farmers 
have  generally  made  excellent  profits. 
This  industry  has  been  rapidly  ex- 
tended into  the  districts  more  remote 
from  railroads  and  promises  within  a 
few  years  to  become  the  basis  of  farm- 
ing operations  in  most  all  sections  of 
the  county. 


WELD   COUNTY 

General  Description — Weld  county 
is  situate  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state,  slightly  east  of  the  center,  and 
constitutes  the  northern  end  of  the 
South  Platte  valley.     It  is  of  a  double 
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rectangular  shape  with  maximum  di- 
mensions of  70  miles  north  and  south 
and  72  miles  east  and  west,  and  mini- 
mum dimensions  of  35  miles  east  and 
west.  Its  total  area  is  2,574,080  acres, 
more  than  three  times  the  total  area 
of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  and  equal 
to  four-fifths  of  the  area  of  Connecti- 
cut. In  1887  and  1889  a  part  of  the 
county  was  taken  to  form  Logan, 
Washington  and  Morgan  counties.  It 
is  the  third  county  in  the  state  in 
point  of  size,  ranging  next  to  Las  Ani- 
mas and  Moffat  counties.  The  surface 
is  level  prairie,  slightly  rolling  and 
with  a  low  range  of  hills  bordering  the 
Cache  la  Poudre  river  near  the  west- 
ern boundary.  The  South  Platte  flow^s 
almost  directly  north  through  the 
county  from  the  southern  boundary 
line  to  Greeley,  where  it  turns  east. 
The  Cache  la  Poudre  traverses  the 
county  from  the  west  and  flows  into 
the  South  Platte  about  four  miles  east 
of  Greeley.  The  altitude  varies  from 
a  maximum  of  approximately  5,000  feet 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county 
to  about  4,400  feet  on  the  eastern 
boundary. 

Early  History — Although  there  is 
comparatively  little  in  the  way  of  writ- 
ten record  of  the  early  history  of  the 
county,  it  is  established  that  French 
trappers  came  up  the  South  Platte  to 
the  headwaters  of  the  Thompson  and 
St.  Vrain  only  a  few  years  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  In  1835  Colonel 
Dodge,  commanding  an  expedition  for 
the  United  States  government,  came 
up  the  South  Platte  and  passed 
through  Weld  county.  The  following 
year  Lieutenant  Lancaster  Lupton,  a 
member  of  his  party,  returned  to  what 
is  now  Weld  county  and  established  a 
residence  and  trading  post,  the  ruins 
of  his  fort  being  visible  still  only  a 
short  distance  north  of  the  present 
town  of  Fort  Lupton.  Fort  St.  Vrain 
was  established  as  a  trading  post  about 
1837  by  Colonel  Ceran  St.  Vrain,  and 
about  1840  Fort  Vasquez  was  estab- 
lished north  of  Fort  Lupton  and  on  the 
present  North  and  South  highway.  The 
ruins  are  still  plainly  visible  from  the 
road.  The  rapid  growth  of  agriculture 
came  with  the  beginning  of  the  irriga- 
tion era,  which  commenced  at  about 
the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the 
city  of  Greeley  in  1870.  The  county  is 
one  of  the  original  seventeen  counties 
of  Colorado  territory  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  Lucius  L.  Weld,  first  ter- 
ritorial secretary  of  Colorado. 

Surface  and  Soil — Weld  county  soils 
are    either    sedimentary    or    residual. 


both  classes  standing  high  in  agricul- 
tural production.  For  a  wide  stretch 
along  the  river  beds  the  soil  is  a  sandy 
loam  of  alluvial  formation,  known  as 
Laurel  sandy  loam,  with  a  depth  rang- 
ing from  two  to  five  feet.  This  soil  is 
particularly  well  suited  to  onions,  cab- 
bage and  sugar  beets.  From  Eaton  to 
the  Cache  la  Poudre,  including  Pleas- 
ant valley  and  adjoining  sections,  is 
an  extensive  area  of  Billings  loam  and 
the  same  soil  is  found  from  the  edge 
of  the  Platte  river  beds  to  a  point 
northeast  of  Kersey  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  county.  Colorado  fine  sandy 
loam  occupies  a  large  area  of  Weld 
county,  including  the  city  of  Greeley. 
Colorado  loam  and  Colorado  adobe  are 
present  in  this  soil  in  different  places. 
A  soil  survey  of  the  Greeley  area,  ex- 
tending westward  toward  Larimer 
county,  has  been  prepared  by  the  bu- 
reau of  soils  of  the  department  of  ag- 
riculture, but  there  is  no  survey  of  the 
rest  of  the  county. 

Population — Although  Weld  county 
today  is  but  little  more  than  one-third 
its  original  area  it  is  fourth  in  compari- 
son with  other  counties  of  the  state 
from  the  standpoint  of  population.  In 
1890  its  population  was  11,736;  in  1900, 
16,808;  in  1910,  39,177.  The  estimated 
population  at  the  present  time  is  ap- 
proximately 50,000.  In  1910  the  foreign 
population  of  the  county  was  12  per 
cent  of  the  total,  the  principal  foreign 
nationalities  being  Russian,  German 
and  Swedish. 

Drainage    and    Water    Supply — The 

South  Platte  and  its  tributaries,  the 
Cache  la  Poudre,  Big  Thompson,  Little 
Thompson,  Boulder  and  St.  Vrain,  with 
various  other  small  streams,  drain  the 
county  and  furnish  all  the  water  used 
for  irrigation,  except  such  as  is  derived 
from  the  Laramie  and  Grand  rivers 
and  brought  over  the  divide  into  the 
watershed  of  the  Cache  la  Poudre.  Wa- 
ter rights  on  the  streams  of  the  county 
are  of  exceptional  value  and  command 
a  high  price.  Water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses is  found  at  depths  varying  from 
35  feet  to  260  feet. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising,  stockfeed- 
ing  and  manufacturing,  the  last  named 
industry  being  confined  largely  to 
plants  using  the  products  of  the  farms. 
Irrigated  and  non-irrigated  farming  are 
commanding  almost  equal  attention  at 
the  present  time  and  in  the  unirrigated 
districts  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  and  the  rich  irrigated  districts 
in  the  Johnstown  and  Fort  Lupton  sec- 
tions dairying  is  commanding  unusual 
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attention.  Stockfeeding,  including  the 
fattening  of  lambs,  cattle  and  hogs,  is 
one  of  the  chief  industries  of  this  dis- 
trict, as  of  others  where  the  by-products 
from  the  manufacture  of  beet  sugar  are 
available.  There  are  three  sugar  fac- 
tories in  the  county,  located  at  Wind- 
sor, Eaton  and  Greeley.  Milk  conden- 
series  at  Johnstown  and  Fort  Lupton 
have  proved  eminently  satisfactory, 
both  to  the  owners  and  to  farmers, 
who  have  been  enabled  to  add  another 
cash  crop,  at  the  same  time  adding  to 
the  fertility  of  the  soil.  Vegetable 
canning  factories,  located  at  Windsor, 
Greeley  and  Fort  Lupton;  pickle  salt- 
ing stations  at  various  points  in  the 
county,  and  flour  mills  at  Greeley, 
Eaton,  Milliken,  Johnstown  and  Fort 
Lupton  conclude  the  list  of  industries 
dealing  chiefly  with  farm  products. 

Crops — The  principal  crops  are  al- 
falfa, seed  beans,  pinto  beans,  wheat, 
oats,  rye,  barley,  corn,  potatoes,  sugar 
beets,  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  cabbages 
and  a  wide  variety  of  vegetables  used 
for  canning.  On  the  unirrigated  plains 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  milo, 
kafir,  corn  and  other  forage  crops  are 
raised  extensively. 

Mineral  Resources — The  mineral  re- 
sources of  the  county  are  confined  to 
clay,  gravel,  sand,  stone  and  coal.  The 
coal  fields  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  county  give  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  men. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  was  2,022,103  acres  of  pri- 
vately-owned land  in  the  county,  or  ap- 
proximately 7Sy2  per  cent  of  the  total 
area.  According  to  the  records  of  the 
county  assessor,  292,262  acres  of  this 
is  irrigated  farm  land,  14,074  acres 
natural  hay  land,  785,507  acres  non- 
irrigated  farm  land,  908,568  acres  graz- 
ing land  and  the  remainder  coal  land, 
railroad  rights  of  way  and  town  and 
city  lots.  On  January  1,  1919,  there 
was  166,730  acres  of  unappropriated 
state  land  in  the  county,  most  of  which 
is  suitable  for  farming  and  may  be 
purchased  through  the  state  land 
board  on  very  favorable  terms.  On 
July  1,  1918,  there  was  12,493  acres  of 
government  land  open  to  homestead 
entry,  principally  small  isolated  tracts 
of  little  economic  value.  Irrigated 
land  sells  here  at  from  $100  to  $250  an 
acre,  or  higher  in  some  special  in- 
stances, and  nonirrigated  land  brings 
from  $20  to  $75  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  Union  Pacific, 
the  Colorado  &  Southern,  the  Bur- 
lington and  the  Great  Western,  com- 
monly   known    as    the    "Sugar    Road." 


provide  fairly  adequate  transportation 
facilities  for  the  county.  The  Denver- 
Cheyenne  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  trav- 
erses the  western  part  of  the  county 
from  north  to  south;  the  Omaha 
branch  leaves  the  Denver-Cheyenne 
line  at  La  Salle  and  runs  east  along 
the  valley  of  the  Platte  river.  The 
main  line  of  the  Burlington  crosses  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  county,  pass- 
ing through  Keenesburg  and  Roggen, 
while  the  Cheyenne  branch  of  the  Bur- 
lington furnishes  transportation  to  the 
northeast  section  of  the  county,  pass- 
ing through  Stoneham,  New  Raymer, 
Keota,  Grover  and  other  towns.  The 
Great  Western  road  is  operated  by 
the  Great  Western  Sugar  company  for 
its  own  purposes  and  runs  from  Eaton 
to  Longmont,  in  Boulder  county,  serv- 
ing Johnstown  and  other  important 
towns  along  the  line.  The  Colorado 
&  Southern  branch  extends  from 
Greeley  through  Windsor  into  Larimer 
county.  Another  branch  of  the  Bur- 
lington crosses  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  county,  running  from  Brighton, 
in  Adams  county,  to  Boulder. 

Highways  —  The  Denver-Cheyenne 
highway  traverses  the  county  from 
north  to  south,  practically  following 
the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific.  Well 
improved  roads  lead  from  Greeley 
through  Windsor  to  Fort  Collins;  from 
Greeley  to  Loveland  and  from  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  to  Love- 
land,  Berthoud,  Longmont  and  Boul- 
der, furnishing  a  variety  of  routes  by 
which  Estes  Park  may  be  reached. 
Two  roads  cross  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  from  east  to  west;  the 
Boulder-Fort  Morgan  road  passing 
through  Fort  Lupton,  Hudson,  Keenes- 
iburg  and  Roggen,  and  the  Greeley- 
Fort  Morgan  road  following  the  valley 
of  the  Platte  through  Kersey  and 
Masters  to  Morgan  county.  Well  im- 
proved prairie  roads  lead  north  and 
east  from  Greeley,  one  passing  through 
Barnesville,  Fosston  and  Buckingham 
into  New  Raymer,  Stoneham  and  Ke- 
ota, and  the  other  following  a  more 
northerly  route  through  Galeton  and 
Hungerford  to  Grover  and  Hereford. 
The  roads  of  the  county  are  well  con- 
structed and  the  bridges  are  of  a  per- 
manent and  substantial  character. 

Educational — There  are  230  public 
schools  in  the  county,  employing  474 
teachers.  Weld  county  has  more 
schools  than  any  other  county  in  Colo- 
rado. A  full  highschool  course  is  of- 
fered in  the  schools  at  Greeley,  Eaton, 
Windsor,  Fort  Lupton,  Ault,  Erie, 
Keota,  New  Raymer,  Briggsdale,  Milli- 
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ken,  Platteville,  Nunn,  Frederick,  Ker- 
sey, Gill,  Gilcrest  and  Johnstown.  The 
school  at  La  Salle  gives  three  years  of 
highschool  work,  while  those  at  Mas- 
ters, Kuner,  Hudson,  Stoneham,  Mead 
and  Pierce  give  a  two  years  highschool 
course,  and  those  at  Severance  and 
Dover  one  year.  There  are  consoli- 
dated schools  at  Fort  Lupton,  Erie, 
Frederick,  Mead,  Gilcrest,  Kersey'  and 
Platteville,  and  centralized  schools  at 
Gill,  Briggsdale  and  New  Raymer.  The 
State  Teachers'  college  is  located  at 
Greeley  and  is  amply  provided  with 
grounds  and  buildings  and  all  modern 
appliances  for  a  school  of  this  nature. 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here,  as  in  the  adjoining  counties,  is 
equable  and  well  suited  to  the  agri- 
cultural pursuits  which  predominate  in 
the  county.  The  summers  are  compar- 
atively long  and  the  winters  usually 
are  not  severe.  The  rainfall  varies 
from  12  to  15  inches,  but  is  uniform 
over  the  entire  county. 

Tourist  Attractions — Except  for  the 
chalk  bluffs  in  the  northeast  part  of 
the  county,  there  is  comparatively  lit- 
tle of  scenic  interest  to  be  seen,  but 
the  county  is  practically  the  gateway 
to  many  mountain  resorts  and  thou- 
sands of  people  pass  through  every 
year  en  route  to  the  resorts  to  be 
found  at  the  high  altitudes  to  the  west. 
Well-kept  tourist  roads  lead  to  the 
foothills  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Cities  and  Towns — Greeley,  the 
countyseat,  is  the  largest  city  in  the 
county,  having  a  population  of  approxi- 
mately 12,500.  A  number  of  other  im- 
portant cities  in  the  county  practically 
follow  the  lines  of  the  railroads. 
Along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific 
the  more  important  towns  are  Fort 
Lupton,  Platteville,  La  Salle,  Evans, 
Eaton,  Ault,  Pierce  and  Nunn.  Wind- 
sor, on  the  Fort  Collins  branch  of  the 
Colorado  &  Southern,  is  in  the  center 
of  an  agricultural  community.  In  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  the 
principal  towns  are  Hudson,  Keenes- 
burg  and  Roggen.  Kersey  and  Kuner 
are  prosperous  towns  on  the  Eastern 
line  of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  Briggs- 
dale, Grover,  Keota,  Buckingham,  New 
Raymer  and  Stoneham  are  the  more 
important  towns  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  county.  In  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  county  Erie,  Firestone, 
Frederick  and  Dacono  are  coal  mining 
centers.  Johnstown  and  Milliken  are 
the  principal  towns  in  the  intensively 
cultivated  section  southwest  of  Gree- 
ley. 


Special  Opportunities — Although  ag- 
ricultural development  has  arrived  at 
a  high  stage  in  the  larger  part  of  the 
county,  there  are  still  large  areas  of 
land  capable  of  production  which  are 
not  now  being  cultivated.  There  are 
also  some  opportunities  for  the  exten- 
sion of  irrigation,  although  these  are 
essentially  limited  and  must  depend 
largely  upon  flood  waters,  as  the  ordi- 
nary flow  of  the  South  Platte  and  its 
tributaries  is  now  being  used.  The  de- 
velopment of  nonirrigated  farming  has 
accomplished  much  in  the  past  and  un- 
doubtedly will  continue  to  offer  an  at- 
tractive field  for  many  years  to  come. 
There  is  also  a  good  deal  of  coal  land 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county 
which  offers  profitable  investment. 


YUMA   COUNTY 

General  Description — Yuma  county 
is  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state, 
the  eastern  boundary  being  formed  by 
the  states  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  It 
is  a  part  of  the  great  prairie  section 
that  forms  eastern  Colorado.  Its  out- 
line is  rectangular,  60  miles  long,  north 
and  south,  and  about  40  miles  wide. 
Its  area  is  1,514,880  acres,  or  a  little 
more  Than  one-half  that  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut.  The  surface  is  a  rolling 
prairie.  The  altitude  varies  from  3,500 
feet  in  the  east  to  4,200  feet  in  the 
southwest,  the  average  being  about 
3,750  feet. 

Early  History — This  county  was  or- 
ganized in  1889  from  a  part  of  Wash- 
ington county.  Parts  of  Adams  and 
Arapahoe  counties  were  annexed  to  it 
in  1903.  The  express  route  between 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  the  Pikes 
Peak  district,  established  in  1859, 
crossed  the  southeastern  corner  of 
what  is  now  Yuma  county  on  the  di- 
vide between  the  Republican  river  and 
Solomon's  Fork.  This  stage  was  reg- 
ularly maintained  until  late  in  the  80's. 
Although  there  was  considerable  trav- 
el through  the  county  at  this  time,  no 
settlements  were  made  until  about 
1876.  In  the  late  70's  pioneer  cattle- 
men began  locating  their  ranches 
along  the  valleys  of  the  various 
streams  in  this  territory,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  this  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  stockraising  sections  of  Colo- 
rado. There  was  little  agricultural 
development  until  about  1885.  From 
that  time  until  about  1893  numerous 
homesteaders  located  in  the  county 
and  began  farming  on  a  limited  scale. 

Surface  and  Soil — The  surface  is 
principally   rolling   j)rairie,   broken    by 
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a  few  low  ranges  of  hills  in  the  north- 
ern part  and  along  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Republican  river.  The  plains  sec- 
tion south  of  the  Republican  river  is 
one  of  the  best  nonirrigated  farming 
districts  in  Colorado.  The  soil  is  prin- 
cipally a  sandy  loam,  with  clay  subsoil. 
It  is  very  fertile,  easily  worked,  and 
produces  good  yields  of  practically  all 
crops  grown  in  this  latitude.  No  soil 
survey  of  this  territory  is  available. 

Population — The  population  in  1900 
was  1,729;  in  1910  it  was  8,499,  but  the 
increase  is  partly  accounted  for  by  ad- 
ditions of  the  territory  above  referred 
to,  made  in  1903.  At  the  present  time 
the  population  is  about  15,000.  In  1910 
the  foreign-born  population  was  6.2 
per  cent  of  the  total,  the  principal  for- 
eign nationalities  at  that  time  being 
German,  Russian  and  Swedish. 

Drainage    and     Water    Supply — The 

North  Fork  of  the  Republican  river 
has  its  source  in  the  county,  fed  by 
springs,  and  flow^s  eastward  into  Ne- 
braska. The  Arickaree  river  flows 
northeast  across  the  south  half  of  the 
county  and  enters  the  Republican  soon 
after  it  passes  out  of  Colorado  into 
Nebraska.  The  South  Fork  of  the  Re- 
publican river  flows  acfoss  the  south- 
east corner.  There  are  numerous 
small  streams  tributary  to  these  rivers 
in  various  sections  of  the  county,  most 
of  which  have  running  water  the  en- 
tire year.  There  is  comparatively  lit- 
tle irrigated  land  in  this  county.  Wa- 
ter for  domestic  purposes,  of  excellent 
quality,  is  obtained  principally  from 
wells  and  is  reached  here  at  depths 
varying  from  10  feet  to  190  feet.  These 
wells,  pumped  by  windmills,  furnish  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  water  for 
livestock. 

Industries — The  principal  industries 
are  farming,  stockraising  and  dairying. 
This  county  is  one  of  the  principal 
grain-producing  nonirrigated  districts 
of  the  state.  It  was  formerly  a  popu- 
lar range  country  and  stockraising  is 
still  carried  on  extensively,  but  stock 
are  usually  fattened  for  the  market 
here  instead  of  being  sold  for  feeders 
as  formerly.  Dairy  farming  has  been 
developed  rather  extensively  in  the 
past  10  years  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. 

Crops — The  i)rincipal  crops  are 
wheat,  com,  oats,  barley,  rye,  potatoes, 
alfalfa,  cane  and  other  forage  crops, 
and  beans. 

Mineral  Resources — The  known  min- 
erals are  clays,  which  have  been  used 
to  a  limited  extent  in  the  manufacture 


of    brick;    gravel,    building    sand    and 
building  stone. 

Land  Values — At  the  beginning  of 
1919  there  w^as  1,156,532  acres  of  pat- 
ented land  in  the  county,  or  about  76 
per  cent  of  the  total  area.  According 
to  the  records  of  the  county  assessor 
1,447  acres  is  irrigated  farm  land,  3,522 
acres  natural  hay  land,  516,300  acres 
nonirrigated  farm  land,  633,000  grazing 
land  and  the  remainder  railroad  rights 
of  way  and  town  and  city  lots.  On 
January  1,  1919,  there  w'as  49,330  acres 
of  unappropriated  state  land  in  the 
county,  most  of  which  is  suitable  for 
farming  and  may  be  purchased  through 
the  state  land  board  on  very  favorable 
terms.  On  July  1,  1918,  there  was 
4,517  acres  of  government  land  open 
to  homestead  entry,  principally  small 
isolated  tracts  of  little  economic  value. 
Irrigated  land  sells  here  at  from  $100 
to  $150  an  acre  and  nonirrigated  land 
at  from  $25  to  $100  an  acre. 

Transportation — The  main  line  of 
the  Burlington  railroad  runs  across  the 
center  of  the  county,  this  being  the 
only  railroad. 

Highways  —  Three  principal  high- 
ways traverse  the  county,  two  running 
north  and  south  through  Yuma  and 
Wray,  and  one  running  east  and  west 
through  the  same  towns,  only  a  short 
distance  north  of  the  center  of  the 
county.  The  numerous  county  high- 
ways are  generally  well  improved  and 
are  at  present  sufficient  for  transpor- 
tation of  farm  products  to  market. 

Educational — There  are  118  public 
schools  in  the  county  employing  151 
teachers.  The  county  highschool  at 
Wray  and  branch  county  highschool  at 
Yuma  each  give  a  full  highschool 
course.  There  are  no  private  schools 
or  colleges  in  the  county, 

Climatological  Data — The  climate 
here  is  much  the  same  as  that  in  other 
sections  of  eastern  Colorado  and  is 
practically  identical  with  the  climate 
of  western  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  The 
summers  are  warm  and  comparatively 
long,  well  suited  for  general  farming 
and  stockraising.  The  winters  are 
mild.  This  section  is  situate  in  what 
is  known  as  the  rain  belt  of  eastern 
Colorado.  The  average  annual  rain- 
fall varies  from  18  to  20  inches,  about 
three-fourths  of  it  coming  during  the 
growing  season. 

Tourist  Attractions — .Mthoiigh  there 
is  little  natural  scenery  here  of  inter- 
est to  tourists,  there  is  considerable 
automobile  tourist  travel  across  the 
county  by  way  of  the  Burlington  high- 
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way  to  the  mountainous  districts  fur- 
ther west.  There  are  some  points  of 
historic  interest  in  the  county,  chief  of 
which  is  Beecher  Island,  in  the  Arick- 
aree  river,  16  miles  south  of  Wray, 
where  General  George  A.  Forsyth, 
with  a  band  of  50  scouts,  fought  an  en- 
gagement with  about  1,000  Indian  war- 
riors in  the  latter  part  of  1868. 

Cities  and  Towns — The  principal 
city  is  Wray,  the  countyseat,  located 
on  the  Burlington  railroad,  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  county.  It  is  an  im- 
portant shipping  point  and  the  center 
of  a  very  prosperous  agricultural  sec- 
tion. It  is  also  an  important  supply 
station  for  a  large  farming  district  to 
the   south.      Yuma,   near   the   western 


boundary,  on  the  Burlington  railroad, 
is  the  second  city  in  size  and  a  very 
important  shipping  point.  Other 
towns  are  Laird  and  Eckley  on  the 
Burlington  railroad,  and  Idalia,  Kirk, 
Joes,  Vernon,  Armel,  Hale,  Happy- 
ville,  and  Wales  in  the  southern  part. 

Special  Opportunities. — The  princi- 
pal opportunities  offered  here  are  in 
the  direction  of  agricultural  develop- 
ment. Fully  90  per  cent  of  the  area  of 
the  county  is  arable  land,  of  which 
not  to  exceed  30  per  cent  is  now  in 
cultivation.  The  uniform  success  of 
farming  operations  here  in  the  past 
ten  years  is  the  best  evidence  of  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  development 
of  the  unbroken  areas. 


WHEAT  MAP  OF  COLORADO,  1919 


WINTER  WHEAT- ACRES.      O  -  1000  .  3  -  500  .   »  -  250  .  •■100.       SPRING  WHEAT  ACRES  .    ■- 1000.  B -300    D- 250  .  B  -  lOO. 

This  map  shows  the  distribution  of  winter  wheat  and  spring  wheat  in 
Colorado  this  year,  as  indicated  by  the  acreage  reports  made  to  the  immigra- 
tion department  by  the  several  county  assessors  and  published  on  page  174 
of  this  volume.  No  effort  is  made  to  show  the  distribution  of  the  wheat 
acreage  within  counties,  the  symbols  being  put  within  the  county  borders 
grain  acreage. 
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^^^^HE  tables  on  pages  173  to  181, 
/  ^  inclusive,  show  the  acreage  of 
^^^/  crops  grown  in  1919  in  the  vari- 
ous counties,  and  certain  other  agri- 
cultural statistics,  as  collected  by  the 
several  county  assessors  and  tabu- 
lated in  the  office  of  the  immigration 
bureau. 

These  tables  include  complete  re- 
ports from  all  counties  except  Baca, 
Denver,  Costilla,  Park.  Ouray,  Sag- 
uache, San  Miguel  and  Rio  Grande. 
There  is  no  agriculture  in  San  Juan 
county.  In  Denver  county  the  amount 
of  cultivated  land  is  very  small  and 
no  report  has  been  made  by  that  coun- 
ty. For  the  other  counties  named 
above  only  partial  reports  had  been 
received  at  the  time  the  forms  for  this 
volume  were  closed. 

The  law  requiring  the  collection  of 
this  information  by  county  assessors 
was  not  signed  until  late  in  March 
this  year,  and  as  it  requires  the  col- 
lection of  the  data  when  the  annual 
assessment  is  made  and  the  assess- 
ment begins  April  1,  county  assessors 
had  very  little  time  to  prepare  for 
the  work.  As  a  result  it  has  been  next 
to  impossible  for  any  county  assessor 
to  obtain  an  absolutely  complete  re- 
])ort  for  his  county,  though  nearly  all 
of  them  have  obtained  excellent  re- 
sults. Many  assessors  stated  in  per- 
centages how  nearly  they  believed 
their  reports  to  include  all  cultivated 
land  in  their  counties,  but  it  has  not 
been  thought  best  to  make  any 
changes  in  the  figures  actually  col- 
lected by  assessors  and  their  deputies. 
In  one  county — ^Logan — the  assessor 
himself  made  an  estimate  from  his 
records  of  the  acreage  of  crops  culti- 
vated on  farms  where  his  deputies 
did  not  get  reports,  and  this  has  been 
done  to  some  extent  in  other  counties. 
The  figures  published  here  are  those 
actually  turned  in  by  the  assessors. 
They  are  slightly  too  small  in  p11 
cases,  for  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
the  assessors  and  deputies  to  see  all 
farm  owners  and  renters  in  the  state. 

The  number  of  farms  reported  is  for 
several  reasons  somewhat  below  the 
actual  number  in  the  state.  A  com- 
paratively small  number  of  farmers 
was  overlooked  in  almost  every  coun- 
ty. There  was  no  place  on  the  blanks 
furnished  assessors  for  acreage  of 
farms  in  pasture.  There  are  many 
farms  in  the  state  having  no  land  in 
use  except  for  pasture  and  a  consid- 
erable number  of  these  was  not  re- 
ported. Many  farmers  own  their  own 
farms  and  also  cultivate  rented  farms. 
In  most  cases  these  were  turned  in  as 


one  schedule,  and  are  to  be  found  in 
the  column  on  page  173  headed  "Own- 
ers and  Renters."  The  federal  census 
bureau  classes  each  of  these  as  two 
schedules     and     as     separate     farms. 

The  blanks  used  this  year  gave  no 
space  for  reporting  the  various  kinds 
of  fruit  grown  or  for  several  of  the 
smaller  crops  that  are  grown  only  in 
districts  of  limited  area.  Provision 
was  made  for  writing  these  crops  into 
the  schedules,  but  the  results  thus 
obtained  were  not  satisfactory.  In  the 
schedules  to  be  used  in  the  future  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  collecting  com- 
l)lete  data  on  fruits  and  all  small 
crops. 

Assessors  in  most  cases  have  given 
more  attention  to  obtaining  full  re- 
]iorts  on  the  acreage  of  crops  in  culti- 
vation than  to  other  items  of  informa- 
tion asked  for.  As  a  result  the  data 
on  other  subjects  is  not  quite  so  com- 
plete as  that  on  acreage  in  cultiva- 
tion. In  some  counties  no  report  is 
made  on  the  acreage  of  raw  land  first 
cropiied  in  1919,  so  that  this  item, 
though  surprisingly  large,  is  evidently 
considerably  too  small.  The  same  is 
true  to  a  more  marked  degree  with 
reeard  to  the  acreage  of  land  fit  for 
cultivation  that  has  never  been 
broken.  Silos  and  farm  tractors  are 
reported  rather  fully  in  most  coun- 
ties but  in  a  few  counties  the  figures 
are  far  too  low. 

The  Immigration  De])artment  pre- 
sents these  figures  with  the  belief  that 
they  furnish  the  basis  for  a  set  of 
annual  statistics  on  agricultural  sub- 
jects that  will  prove  of  immense  value 
to  the  state  and  to  every  county  in  it. 
Those  who  have  kept  informed  as  to 
the  reiiorted  acreage  in  cultivation  in 
the  state  in  the  past  will  immediately 
note  that  this  set  of  tables  shows 
much  larger  areas  in  cultivation  than 
the  estimates  have  shown  in  the  past. 
Yet  these  figures  evidently  are  too 
low,  for  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  as- 
sessor in  the  state  got  a  complete  re- 
port of  all  crops  cultivated  in  his 
county. 

The  fact  is  that  acreage  of  land  in 
cultivation  in  this  state  has  increased 
so  rapidly  in  the  ])ast  few  years  that 
those  whose  business  it  has  been  to 
make  estimates  of  the  acreage  of  all 
crops  in  cultivation  each  year  have 
bardly  been  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
increase.  It  will  also  be  apparent 
when  the  production  of  all  crops  by 
counties  is  published  later  that  the 
average  yields  i)er  acre  are  consider- 
ably lower  than  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  make  them. 
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FARM    TENTTBi:,    NUMBER,    AREA    AJSUi    AVERAGE    SIZE    OF    FARMS 


COUNTY 


Adams    ... 
Alamosa    . 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca  . . 
Bent  ... 
Boulder 


ChafCee    

Cheyenne    ... 
Clear   Creek. 

Conejos    

Costilla    — . 

Crowley     

Custer    


Delta    ... 
Denver   . 
Dolores 
Douglas 

Eagle  ... 
Elbert  ., 
El   Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  . . . 
Gunnison 


Hinsdale 
Huerfano 


Jackson 
Jefferson 


Kiowa   

Kit   Carson. 


Lake  

La    Plata .... 

Larimer   

Las    Animas. 

Lincoln    

Logan    


Mesa    

Mineral    

Moffat    

Montezuma 
Montrose  . , 
Morgan    


Otero 
Ouray 


Park   

Phillips 
Pitkin    .. 
Prowers 
Pueblo    . 


Rio  Blanco.. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt    


Saguache  . . 
San  Juan . . . 
San  Miguel 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit    


Teller 


Washington 
Weld    


Yuma 


State. 


Owners 


1,066 
123 
528 
213 

474 
557 
526 

116 

457 
23 
297 
238 
368 
119 

819 


149 
318 

183 
990 
941 

507 

322 

22 
395 
246 

35 

875 

252 
766 

462 

758 

27 
555 
700 

1,271 
823 

1,788 

941 

28 

261 

586 

i<yi 

974 

7.13 

58 

122 
250 
134 

758 
.    923 

376 
148 
740 


Renters 


67 
308 

78 

126 

1,653 
2,831 

850 


478 
31 

187 
40 

58 
154 
333 

38 
46 
3 
114 
100 
209 


375 


5 
92 

52 
273 
307 

133 

104 
8 

37 
17 


Owners 

and 
Renters 


63 


15 


114 

3 

210 

90 
284 

2 
121 
480 
157 
217 
726 

337 

1 

25 

77 
304 
406 

559 


24 
222 

"'  7 
348 
251 

45 
33 

124 


1 

236 

2 


470 
1,673 


Tenure 

Not 
Specified 


1.50 


Total 
Number 
of  Farms 


1,624 
158 
814 
269 

600 
715 

879 

160 
515 
26 
427 
367 
657 
149 

1,215 


203 


159 


.31,9% 


10,976 


1,178 


19 


153 


83 

5 

253 

171 

1 

63 


413 

7 

41 

54 

27 


318 


34 
335 


291 


154 
427 

240 
1,301 
1,269 

655 

578 
30 
436 
266 

35 
1,019 

260 
1,021 

554 
1,244 

29 
759 
1.188 
1,682 
1.219 
2,521 

1,381 

29 

703 

672 

1.099 

1,503 

1.373 

68 

187 

675 

141 

1,171 

1.267 

443 
199 

879 

.341 


Total 

Farm  Area 

Reported 


68 

556 

81 

194 

2,244 
4,938 

1,.371 


397,136 

56,765 

240.515 

147,955 

222,112 
181,988 
122,740 

42,193 
166,410 
10,517 
82,489 
42,065 
136,926 
73,086 

102,880 


38,826 
298,317 

70.645 
671.709 
457,964 

60,353 

97,442 

9.475 

144.647 

87,183 

8,465 
318,005 

130,781 
140,268 

225,658 
513,934 

9,936 
145,795 
230,531 
523,493 
368,261 
614,731 

133.900 
16,854 

216,790 
99,254 

114,916 

340,343 

184,205 
15.086 

77,329 
272,293 

42,351 
322.427 
297,970 

154,675 

23,703 

243,159 

289.428 


15,847 

172.827 

22.221 

46,487 

894,217 
1,063,941 

608,005 


Average 
Size  of 
Farms 


244.5 
359.3 
294.2 
550.0 

372.8 
256.1 
139.6 

263.7 
323.1 
404.5 
194.2 
114.6 
206.2 
490.5 

84.7 


252.1 
699.3 

211.0 
516.3 
360.9 

91.9 

116.7 
315.8 
331.7 


241.9 
312.1 

503.0 
136.2 

447.2 
413.1 

342.6 
192.1 
194.1 
311.2 
302.1 
243.0 

90.0 
581.2 
308.4 
147.7 
104.6 
226.4 

134.2 
221.5 

413.5 
404.0 
30O.4 
266.8 
210.0 

349.2 
115.6 
276.5 

848.8 


233.0 
308.6 
274.3 

244.8 

389.5 
215.5 

443.5 


47,045      I    12,860,114      I      273.2 


Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca,  Ouray,  Park,  Rio  Grande,  Sa^ache  arirl  San   Miguel 


counties 
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ACBEAGZ:    OF 

CBOFS 

COUNTY 

WINTER   WHEAT 

SPRING  WHEAT 

SUDAN 
GRASS 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

9,06S 

45 

2,253 

"'6,m" 

11,059 

71.513 

80,581 

45 

28,990 

320 

"'7,' 637" 
15,185 

12,393 

904 

2,888 

4,446 

15 

4,614 

1,706 

i29" 

430 

5 

701 

16 

94 

16,839 

919 

7,502 

1,706 

""m" 

12.721 

1,782 

701 

17 

5,844 

6,569 

1,492 

718 

4,722 

651 

Alamosa 

Arapahoe    

26,737 
320 

i74" 

4,126 

423 

Archuleta    

37 

Baca  

Bent     

■■■■25i"' 
12,291 

1,777 

485  " 

Boulder    

10 

Chaffee    . 

1,692 

1,692 

75" 

203 
463 
299 

687 

451 

75* 

203 

424 
131 

677 

1 

5,750 

6,569 

1,492 

202 

4,661 

Conejos 

Costilla    

1 

Crowley 

39 
168 

10 

434 

Custer  . 

516 
61 

Delta   

13 

Denver   

224 
6,871 

3 
15,250 

2,718 

4,218 
133 

224 

7,148 

61 
15,250 
2,718 

4,524 
496 

395 
2.811 

12 
16,373 
6,783 

175 

189 
7 

19 
56 

395 
3,058 

604 
16,453 

7,481 

703 

5,199 

7 

54 

174 

13 
6,566 

S 
5,646 

1.127 
11,412 

"9,"  644"" 
13,574 
2,091 
13,016 
21.041 

2.745 

'i5;343"' 
5,629 
10,329 
4,729 

509 
474 

83 

1,933 

Ml 

1,619 

3,619 

4,oim; 

4,340 
9,382 

1.925 

47 

Douglas   

277 
58 

247 

592 

80 

698 

528 
5,010 

204 

Eagle 

Elbert 

1,101 

El   Paso 

402 

Fremont    

306 
363 

14 

Garfield 

101 

Gilpin    

Grand 

174 

28 

174 

28 

35 
118 

13 
1,016 

Hinsdale 

143 

1 
4,326 

48 
847 

656" ■ 

6,932 
150 

1,073 

20 
2,514 

1,617 
26,761 

63" 

8,684 

2,966 

10,574 

174,388 

382 

"'h',m" 

15 

207 

43,332 

46 

27 

26 
73,069 

1,216 

21 
6,840 

1,665 

27,608 

719" 

15,616 

3,116 

10,574 

181,778 

2,888 

""3",ii7" 

33 

2,741 

46,090 

5,509 
34 

38 
73,069 

7S 
12,271 
13,497 

1,176 

5,550 

8 
1,077 

904 
11,097 

453" 

2,568 

868 

12,931 

16,913 

186 

"i5;i68" 

1,253 

253 

3,010 

53 
116 

77 

1,933 

20 

781 

1,695 

3,433 

242 

Jefferson 

4,569 

223 
315 

"9ii9i"" 

11,006 

85 
4,128 

2,559 

""235"' 
4,376 
10,076 
1,719 

456 

358 

6 

23 

262 

Kit   Carson 

1.522 

Lake  

La  Plata 

iu" 

83 

Las    Animas 

Lincoln    

616 
696 

7,390 
2,506 

84" 

18 
2,534 

2,758 

5,463 

7 

12 

1.837 

Mesa    

269 

Mineral    

Moffat    

372"" 

Montezuma   

36 
5 

Morgan       

2.069 

Otero    

670 

Park 

Phillips    

433 

Pitkin    

7S 

11,063 

2,139 

8 

i66' ' 

67 

5" 

1,642 
4 

521 

838 

663 
4,340 
3,731 

1,925 

1,208 
11,358 

1,168 

648 

Pueblo     

816 

Rio    Blanco. 

42 

Rio  Grande 

Routt     

3,549 
45 

its" 

34,0<n 
G 

3,709 
112 

i8;V 

35,703 
10 

5,651 

1 

San    Juan 

Sedgwick               .... 

1,736 

m 

1 

287 
34,918 

4.293 
15 

10 

11.780 
38.740 

8,927 

6.029 
41 

11 

12.067 
73,658 

8.927 

305 

Tpllfr 

Washington     

Weld     

527 
32,086 

6 

114,259 
86,843 

82,412 

114,786 
118,929 

82,418 

2,532  , 
1,933 

Yuma     

396 

Totals 

113,664 

818,080 

931,744 

158,951 

189,256 

348.207 

20,2% 

Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca,  Ouray.   Park.  Rio  (Jrande,  Sagiiache  and  San  Miguel  counties. 
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ACBEAOi:    OF    CROPS   FZiAlTTED    FOR   1919   HARVEST 


COUNTY 

OATS 

BARLEY 

SWEET 
CLOVER 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Adams    

3,102 

2,318 

865 

1,905 

10 

1,810 

2,442 

5,007 
2,328 
2,675 
2,442 

881" 

3,197 

1,960 
166 
193 
2.658 
3,818 
1,685 
2,193 

4,835 

1,583 

1.586 

548 

2,433 

4,016 
1,586 
1,605 

874 

"'i.'oei" 

4,205 

1,002 

2,812 
36 
6,117 
3,046 
2,070 
1,077 

542 

152 

Alamosa    

316 

Arapahoe    

1,057 

874 

i2i" 

322 

338 

Archuleta  

30 

Baca  

946" 

3,883 

1,002 

Bent    

766 
2,600 

1,960 

'"2M2" 
3,798 
1,587 
735 

4,828 

115 

597 

79 

Boulder    

121 

Chaffee    

20 

Cheyenne    

166 

193 

76 

20 

98 
1,458 

7 

2,812 

33 

970 

63 

Clear  Creek 

Conejos    

3 

5,147 

3,046 

2.003 

390 

531 

6 
4,362 

207 

Costilla    

Crowley     

67 
687 

11 

40 

Custer   . . . 

48 

Delta   

79 

Denver    

Dolores    

935 
232 

2,518 

20 

522 

988 

2,976 

456 
5,060 

40 

8,680 

15,693 

958 

144 
368 
292 
225 

4 
•  2,342 

100 
2,593 

399 
1,396 

493 

1,580 
2,076 
2,410 
7,392 

150 

1,391 

5,292 

2,558 
8,700 
16,215 

1,946 

3.120 

368 

1,019 

1.005 

17 
3,377 

234 
4,261 

399 
1,536 

40 
51 

361 

10 

124 

358 

633 

127 
419 

32 
1,793 
1,125 

361 

34 
47 
96 
81 

4 
521 

61 
371 

760 
26,940 

371" 

1,080 

247 

10,002 

4,011 

35 

167 
470 

393 
1,803 
1,249 

719 

667 

47 

430 

376 

14 
2,042 

113 
1,471 

810 
27,044 

"■2,'773" 

5,844 

714 

10,002 

6,880 

662 
229 
494 
523 
569 
5,250 

692 
230 

850 

637 

252 

2,121 

2,139 

1,348 
1,432 
6,308 

1,760 

"i,'246" 

1,165 

167 

675 

17,620 
28,304 

5,418 

Doug-las     

6 

Eag-le    

Elbert    

399 

El   Paso 

81 

P'remont    

30 

Garfield    . 

20 

Gilpin    

Grand    

727 

780 

13 
1,035 

134 
1.668 

334 
295 

10 
1,521 

52 
1,100 

50 
104 

1         506 

Gunnison    

68 

Hinsdale    

Huerfano    

153 

Jackson   

Jefferson    

40 

Kiowa   

20 
103 

Kit   Carson 

140 

■■5,"724 
5,090 
2,428 

Lake  

La    Plata 

6,217 
6,670 
4,504 
2,410 
11,177 

3,553 

80 
6,038 
2,382 
7,710 
4,055 

3,001 
398 

2.831 
2,9.36 
1,597 
2,663 
4,759 

3,527 
3,658 
9,975 

3,571 

is2" 

1,903 
56 

5,974 

4,620 
21,904 

3,374 

2,402 

4,764 

467 

37    ' 

Larimer    

118 

Las  Animas 

Lincoln     

20 
48 

Logan    

3,785 

3,403 
80 
615 
2,103 
7,370 
2,776 

2,815 
334 

106 

2,869 

627 
229 
92 
476 
268 
2.515 

652 
59 

45 

529 

Mesa    

63 

Mineral    

Moffat    

5,423 
279 
340 

1,279 

186 
64 

2,725 
2,936 

402 

47 

301 

2,735 

40 
171 

805 
637 

52 

Montezuma  

Montrose    

167 

188 

27 
6 

15 

Morgan    ...   . 

Otero    ... 

Ouray    

Park   

Phillips    

97 

Pitkin    

1,597 
2,106 
2,583 

1,696 
3,658 
1,197 

3,531 
643" 

252 
1,687 
1,189 

213 
975 
760 

1,736 

94" 

773 
137 

79 

854 
16,366 

5 

Prowers    

557 
2,176 

1,831 

434 
950 

1,135 

457 

5,548 

24 

""i,"i46" 
392 
30 

596 

16,766 
11,938 

5,413 

204 

Pueblo    

101 

385 

Rio    Grande 

57 

Routt    

8,778 

40 

182" 

1,260 
56 

5.157 

4,-3.37 
7,647 

3,. 327 

274 

Sag^uache    . 

79 

San   Juan 

San  Miguel  

Sedgwick    

21 

Summit    

Teller    

817 

283 
14.2.57 

47 

Washing-ton    

Weld    

256 
336 

107 

Yuma    ... 

Totals 

106,873 

110,328 

217,201 

66,296 

107,872 

174,168 

10,474 

Reports  are  incom 

plete  for  B 

aca,  Ouray, 

Park,  Rio 

Grande,  Sa 

guaehe  and 

San  Migue 

1  counties. 

lie, 
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ACSEAGi:    OF    CBOFS   FIiANTED   FOB   1919   HARVEST 


COUNTY 

RYE 

BEANS   FOR  MARKET 

BEANS 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

FOR 
SEED 

Adams    

292 

6,066 

■""2".  657"" 
4 

963 
93 
131 

10 

917 

34 

6,358 

'"■2",737'" 
4 

963 
132 
135 

55 
917 

34 

4 

575 

57 

84 

44 

37" 

3,111 

"is!  238"' 
9,704 

208 

114 

55 

409 

48 

359" 

99 
816 

308 
12,677 

214 
15 

42 

1 

3,261 

3,475 
15 

3.886 
57 

189 
661 
152 

ii3" 

61 

Arapahoe    

3,844 
56 

189 
522 
152 

42 

Archuleta 

Baca   

1 

Bent    

39 

4 

45 

139 

21 

Boulder    

6 

Chaffee  

Cheyenne    

113 

2 

Clear  Creek 

4*'" 

575 

24 

Conejos    

136 
376 
116 
34 

41 

8 

2 

833 

31 

1 

45" ' 

21 

144 

378 

949 

65 

42 

45" 

32 

51 

Costilla    

7 

Crowley 

33 

84 

4 

37" 

3,025 

142 

Custer   

Delta   

40 

4 

Denver    

Dolores    

Douglas   

86 

11 

5""" 

57 

21 

38 

1 

Eagle 

2 

Elbert   

15,238 
9,648 

172 

40 

55 

276 

41 

278" ■ 

10,042 
10,422 

26 

3 

10.  (H7 
10,479 

47 

41 

84 

El   Paso 

56 
36 

74 

75 

Fremont    

3 

Garfield   

18 

Gilpin    

Grand 

133 

7 

si"" 

99 
108 

10 
45 

Gunnison    

Hinsdale   

Huerfano    

"■■279'"' 

■■"i'ieo"" 

■"■2,"439"" 

i69  " 

Jackson   .  . 

Jefferson  

708 

298 
12,632 

7 
2 

7 

2 

44 
583 

9 

46 
590 

20 

Kiowa  

14 

Kit   Carson 

99 

Lake 

La  Plata 

71 
6 

91 
125 
185 

23 

is"" 

6 

69 
358 

76 

21 

347 

670 

14,182 

8,504 

491 

"""3,"  699" 
16 
4 
5,444 

295 
1 

304 
6,956 

92 

353 

761 

14,307 

8,689 

514 

"'3"ii4"" 

22 

73 

5,802 

371 
1 

306 

6.956 

73 

310 

955 

505 

20 

842 

4  " 

2,078 
118 

118 

17,835 
13,635 

29.0G1 

27 

60 

1.105 

49 
194 

7,847 

1,611 

947 

41 

74"* 

33 

76 

254 

8,952 

1,611 

1.007 

288 

74  " 

49 

110 

3.330 

822 

2 

21 

La,R    Animas 

194 
21 

60 
247 

120 

62 

Mineral    

Moffat   

h'" 

Montezuma 

16 
110 
232 

451 

Montrose    

91 

3,098 
371 

273 

Otero    

70S 

Ouray    

Park   

2 

Phillips    

205 

205 

Pitkin    .... 

73 
69 
130 

65 
20 
118 

"""i26'"" 
104 

Prowers    

24i 

825 

440 

113 
1.141 

i '"" 

326 
2.406 

i" 

439 
3.547 

2 

41 

Pueblo    

58 

Rio    Grande 

Routt 

724 

4  " 

1,952 
14 

lis 

17.624 
12,928 

29.011 

Saguache    

San    Juan 

San  Miguel 

Sedgwick    

Teller    

1 

1.474 
11.976 

179 

1 

1.493 
15,238 

187 

Washington    

Weld    

211 

707 

40 

19 
3,262 

8 

77 
9.076 

Yuma    

10 

Totals 

4.528 

157,659 

162.187 

8.393 

63.193 

71,586 

11.581 

Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca,  Ouray,  Park.  Rio  Grande,  Saffuafhe  and  San  Miguel  counties 


C  OLOR  ADO     Y  E  AR     BOOK  177 

ACBEAGZ:    OF    CROPS   PI^AlTTIiD   FOS   1919   HARVEST 


CORN 

POTATOES 

ALFALFA 

COUNTY 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Irrigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Adams     

1,879 

30,699 

32,578 

1.092 

1.333 

207 

864 

2 

538 

254 

1,956 

1.335 

745 

254 

20,399 

9,353 
9,778 
4,790 

Arapahoe    . 

1,019 
9 

20,061 
242 

5,  (Ml 
3,286 
2,539 

2 

18,127 

31 

9 

21,080 
251 

5,041 
6,220 
8,306 

12 

18.127 

31 

404 

15 

12.158 

852 

3.297 

"'2.474" 
13.104 

233 
43,880 
58,984 

3,172 

775 

Archuleta    

Bent       

2.934 
5,767 

10 

2 

234 

395 

49 
103 

51 
337 

395 

4.452 

39 

2,551 

681 

461 

442 

4,445 

""m" 

244 

1,271 
2,673 
3,062 

322 

2,171 
51 

82 
221 

12 
1,375 

22 
823 

127 
1,278 

14,101 
19,697 

4.051 

Chaffee 

4,452 
36 

169 

429 

Clear    Creek 

Conejos 

395" 

15 

5,723 

30 

3,297 

3 

2.382 

681 

52 

36 

4,440 

5 

7 

1,267 
11 
66 

134 

2.145 

36"" 

164 

10 
80 

18 
305 

2 
40 

""m" 
-1 

42 

8,228 

Costilla    

9,061 

Crowley    

6,435 
822 

409 
406 

5 

m" 

237 

4 
2.662 
2,996 

188 

26 
51 
52 
57 

2 
1,295 

4 
518 

125 
1,238 

13,707 

Custer   

1,279 

Delta    

23,573 

Denver    

""2,"  474" 
13.049 

230 
43,880 
58,346 

1,383 

26 

632"' 

Douglas  . 

55 
3 

7  515 

Eagle     

7,481 

Elbert   

7  441 

El   Paso 

638 

1,789 
749 

4,837 
3  982 

Fremont    

Garfield    

21,497 

Gilpin    

Grand    

10 
361 

2,043 

Hinsdale   

Huerfano    

"'i,'674" 

"■8;26i" 

"■91275" 

18 
12,553 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

1,601 
16 

1,797 

11,617 
61,763 

3,398 

11,633 
61,763 

■■■i,'987'^ 

8,587 

11,885 

55,491 

100,038 

5,588 

■■■2,' 645" 

3,415 

3,506 

57,805 

8,792 
0 

■■43,'66f 

"■9*547" 

22,412 

151 
156" 

15,912 

Kiowa   

450 

Kit    Carson 

Lake  

1,192 

La    Plata 

1,218 
2,882 
1,735 
500 
2,921 

4,836 

769 

5,705 

10,150 

54,994 

97,117 

752 

151 

263 

686 

1,611 

1,678 

112 

5 

463 

31 

21 

1,038 

35 

28 

716 

237 

2 

5 

142 

287 

667 

704 

703 

1,611 

2,085 

1,694 

5 

478 

168 

9,327 

1,894 

70 
69 

723 
237 
975 
10 
174 

490 
5,005 
1,757 

1,101 

*  ■5,'245' 
43 

889 

1,252 
21,173 

985 

18,308 

Larimer    

33.713 

Las   Animas 

Lincoln    

12,503 
1,001 

Logan    

1,582 

i5   ■ 

137 

9,306 

856 

35 
41 

7 

18,889 

Mesa    

24,619 

Mineral 

Moffat   

2 

564 

3,395 

5,949 

5,898 
5 

2,(H3 

2,855 

110 

51,856 

2.894 

4,523 

Montezuma    

Montrose 

18,213 
26,640 

Morgan    

21,151 

Otero    

22,321 

456 

Park   

Phillips    

"43;667" 

"■4,'252" 
13,933 

70 
21" 

33 
1,417 

Pitkin    

Prowers    

"■5,295" 
8,479 

81 

i35" 

973 
5 
32 

203 

5,005 

130 

1,101 

■■5,'i55^* 
43 

146 

56 
19,695 

2,446 
35,598 

Pueblo    

25,323 

Rio   Blanco 

7,953 

Rio    Grande 

2,606 

Routt     

1,627 

2.169 

Saguache    

3,636 

San  Juan 

San  Miguel   

Sedgwick    

5 
850 

its" 

19,393 

i83*' 

20,243 

^" 

3,361 

Summit    

65 

Teller  

10 

419 
19,232 

35 

10 

91,731 
91,670 

94.242 

743 

1,196 

1,478 

978 

60 

Washington    

Weld    . 

91.312 
72,438 

94,207 

4,889 
82  888 

Yuma    

2,496 

Totals. 

91,449 

858,776 

950.225 

61,052 

30,467 

91,519 

601,689 

Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca,  Ouray,  Park,  Rio  Grande,  Saguache  and  San  Miguel  counties. 
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ACREAOX:    OF    CSOFS   PIiAKTED   FOB   1919   HASVEST 


COUNTY 

GRA 

N  SORGHl 

MS 

SWEET  SORGHUMS 

MILLET 

Irrigated 

N'oii- 
Irrisate<l 

All 

Inigated 

Non- 
Irrigated 

All 

Adams    

25 
38  " 

4,136 

"z.m" 

13 

38,313 

16,034 

14 

■■i6."784"" 
""3,"873"" 

4,161 

"'i',m" 

13 

38,408 

17,302 

23 

"i6,'794'" 

■■■4,"i84" 
35 

ies"' 

559 

50 
""""340""" 

2,895 

991" 

3 

2,801 

829 

27 

72"" 

""3,"34i"" 

2,945 

"■i,"33i"' 

3 

2,801 
1,523 
1,625 

72 

"3,'542  " 
1 

i"" 

43 

■""3,"283'" 
.  1,957 

9 

664 

Alamosa    

Arapahoe    . . 

456 

Archuleta  

111 

Baca    

95 

1,268 

9 

io" 

"■'sii" 

13 

Bent   

694 
1,598 

60 

Boulder    

5.164 

Chaffee   

Cheyenne    

■■"i."627"  " 

Clear   Creek 

Conejos  

Costilla    

Crowley    

■■"261     " 

1 

i  "" 

8 

226" 

Custer  

Delta 

35 

i" 

21 

Denver   

Dnlr>rp«! 

167" ■ 

559 

ie"  ■ 

Douglas 

35 

""'3*273" 

1,927 

5 

370 

Eagle 

Elbert     

944 

2,226 

33 

3 

352"" 

45  " 

20,988 
17,963 

i" 

50 
16,187 
12,990 
19.133 

194 

io" 

944 
2,376 

82 

s 

360"" 

56"" 

20,988 
18,078 

46" 

50 
18,328 
12,990 
19,200 

209 

io" 

10 
6,440 

5,116 

■■"e'oii"" 

'  '36,' 646" " 
5,216 

10,191 
3,297 

9,761 

10 
30 

4 

4,269 

El   Paso 

150 

49 

5 

k" 

5 

11,310 

56 

Garfield 

21 

Gilpin    

Grand    

Gunnison    

Hinsdale   

394" 

36" 

684 

8,854 

6" 

8 
1,925 
2,209 
5,909 

42 

62" 

"i'SM  " 

990 

422  " 

""2,'926" 
706 

■■"2,"i30"" 

12,910 

12,814 

17,408 

""  "394  ■ 

36"  ■ 

684 
9.293 

27"" 

8 
2,141 
2,209 
5,936 

78 

62' 

""■4,"282" 
1,458 

422" ■ 

■"■3*956"" 

777 

"""2."i38' 

12,912 
12,976 

17.474 

Jackson    

S" 

Kiowa              

302 

Kit    Carson 

115 
39* ■■ 

439 
21""" 

5.565 

Lake   

La    Plata 

Ti^  ri  mpr 

2 
81 

Las     Animas 

2,141 

216 

20 
6,339 

Logan    

67 
15 

io'" 

50 
S2i 

27 
36 



5,717 

20 

Mineral    

Moffat    

Montezuma    

137  "■ 

3i  "" 

TVTore'ri  n                  

6,390 
4,291 

""6,"67i"' 

""27,"67i" 
4,613 

10,14>3 
3,254 

9,356 

768 
468 

6.718 

Otero    

244 

Ouray    

Park   

Phillies 

15 
27.121> 

Pitkin    

"2,975'"" 

6a3 

■ts 

43 
405 

"i,m"' 
n 

8""' 

2 
162 

66 

118""' 

Pueblo 

'      363 

Rio    Blanco 

Rio    Grande 

Routt   

Saguache    

San    Juan 

San   Miguel 

Sedgwick    

Summit  

Teller  

Washington     

Weld    

18 

"i.3"698""" 

7,262 
19,211 

Yutti.L     

3,438 

Totals 

9,346 

246,167 

256,512 

6,251 

90,142 

96,393 

119.594 

Reports  arc  incomplete  for  Baca.  Ouray.  Park.  Rio  (Jrande,  Saguache  and  San  Miguel  oountiiv 
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ACSEAOZ:    OF    CBOPS   PIiAKTED   FOR   1919   HABVFST 


COUNTY 

RED 
CLOVER 

AND 
TIMOTHY 

FIELD 
PEAS 

SUGAR 
BEETS 

CANTA- 
LOUPES 

BROOM 
CORN 

SEED 
ALFALFA, 

1918 

Adams    

241 

41 
3,940 
15     . 
135 

1 
23 
570 

2,095 

8,100 

18 

59 

48 

Alamosa 

58 
2,764 

7 

1,268 
6 

1 
4,156 

8,796 

1 

75 

1 

2,583 
462 

Bent 

78 

Boulder    

309 

1,558 

68*" 

68 

Chaffee 

Cheyenne    

450 

Clear   Creek 

1 
20,935 
21,192 

Conejos    

34 

Costilla    

1 

3.637 

1 

2,317 

1 
1.298 

Crowley 

33 

348 

Custer   

8 
268 

20 
26 

Delta    

13 

Dolores 

118 
1.340 

4,442 
151 
865 

171 

188 

69 

13,535 

7,097 

378 
1,967 

3 

75 

18 

72 

18 

99 
15 

10 

13 

Eag-le  

2 
3 

148 

23 
492 



Elbert   

1 
2 

55 
1 

31 

22 

2 

288 

El   Paso 

4 

Fremont    

60 

Garfield    

Gilpin    

Grand    

1 

Gunnison    

14 

1 

Hinsdale   

Huerfano    

817 

4 
34 

14 
1 

" 

50 

2 

428 

Jackson    ... 

824 

1,2SS 
4 

374 

Kiowa   

1 
2 

40 
80 

20 

Kit   Carson 

12 

822 

347 

1,286 

10 

1,258 

295 
40 
207 
874 
497 
147 

29 
2,998 

106 
3 

5,953 

158 
688 

4,958 

10 

24.581 

234 

Lake 

La  Plata 

52 
100 
157 
25 
15 

19 

60 

18,230 

226 

3 

Larimer    ■. 

1 

15 

1 

2 

24 

1 

Las  Animas 

586 
10 
13 

7 

170 

Lincoln    

219 

Logan    

15,134 
2.713 

382 

Mesa    

238 

Mineral    

Moffat    

252 
1 

26 
29 

26 
12 

27 

37 

1 

771 

19.014 

12.775 

Montezuma  

4 
6 
23 

3,836 

Montrose    

1 
1,450 

161 

46 

Otero    

442 

Ouray    

Park   

Phillips  

Pitkin   

Prowers    

11 
66 

13 

12,784 
52 

2,575 

S,049 
4,3.30 

15 
159 

3,955 
303 

132 

Pueblo    

46 

Rio   Blanco 

64 

Rio   Grande 

Routt    

•' 

3 

Saguache    

San   Miguel 

710 

"■■4;596"' 

70 

21 

85 

UO 

Sedgwick    

4,849 

30 

Summit    

Teller  

8 

13 
1.150 

Washington    

Weld    

1.830 
63.634 

1 
32 

2 

23 
131 

10 

220 
152 

509 

Totals 

87,359 

67,588 

185,911 

5,640 

10,460 

4,550 

Keporte  are  incomplete  for  Baca,  Ouray,  Park,  Rio  Grande,  Saguache  and  San  Miguel  counties. 
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MISCEIiIiAlTEOnS  AGBICTTI^TTTSAI.  STATISTICS 


COUNTY 

ALL 
WHEAT 

ALL 
HAY 

NUMBER 

OF 

SILOS 

NUMBER 
OF  FARM 
TRACTORS 

NUMBER 
OF  HENS 
Apr.  1,1919 

NO.   OF 

SHEEP 

SHEARED, 

1918 

Adams 

97,418 

964 

36,492 

2,026 

5,310 

7,416 

27,905 

1,782 
2.393 
17 
5,919 
6,772 
1,955 
1,017 

5,409 

22,484 

18,966 

12,606 

9,791 

301 
14,183 
22,579 

6,501 

572 

452 

18,409 

11,328 

13,777 

5,920 

23,934 

363 

132 

1 

126 

143,211 

5,264 

19.348 

6,619 

13,450 
16,876 
37,183 

5,344 

16,543 

463 

13,212 

5,986 
17,750 

5,087 

28,322 

5,735 
1,946 

Alamosa   

Arapahoe   

43 

3,216 

Archuleta    

18,9% 

Baca    

Bent    

76 

189 

13 
70 

14 
14 

3  992 

Boulder    

242 

Chaffee   

3,608 

Cheyenne    

86 

4,288 

Clear   Creek 

12 

Conejos    

3 
6 

6 
1 

91 

19 
16 
20 

18,860 

Costilla    

5,020 

Crowlev    .  . 

608 

Custer     

86 

Delta   

3 

5,435 

Denver   

Dolores    .  . 

619 
10,206 

665 
31,703 
10,197 

5,225 

5,694 

7 

228 

202 

13 
7,780 

29 
12,486 

2,791 
39,020 

855 
10,906 

11,928 

11,588 
11,909 

5,384 

21,767 

657 

27,250 

32,631 

2,016 
17,707 

79,150 
17,856 

484 
2,235 

3,605 
19,569 
36,639 
15,146 

1,267 
30,193 

25,081 
2,330 
6,257 
19,117 
27,665 
22,662 

22,599 
3,555 

7,310 

2,347 

8,591 

37,690 

27.946 

20,815 
6,545 
30.843 

34,386 

1,232 
15,607 

3,241 
40.380 
51,222 

14,223 

18,239 

414 

3,304 

3,006 

183 
19,349 

3,422 
36,014 

11,023 
60,117 

'i8,m  " 

34,959 
18,427 
39,856 
89,806 

31,487 
270 
8,985 
12,346 
32,683 
44,220 

33,919 
1,877 

2,814 
32,161 

2,427 
38,283 
37,158 

10,425 
6,958 
22,122 

5,698 

656^^ 

23,996 
1,490 

3.443 

83.578 
143,766 

62,775 

Douglas    

116 

35 

71 

44 

1 

32.') 

Elbert   

113 

116 

13 
3 

8.582 

El   Paso 

1,935 

TTrpmon  t 

Garfield    

6 

Gilpin 

Grand    

1 

1,458 

2,193 

Hinsdale    

103 

227 

31 

18,016 

Jackson    

764 

Jefferson    

35 

44 
76 

7  '" 

94 
58 

78 
9 

32 

si""" 

6 
61 

77 

23 

11 
26 

5*     ■ 

50 

16 

49 

225 

34 

ii"" 

4 

1 

38 

21 

1,255 

Kiowa   

9,871 
636 

Kit   Carson 

Lake             

La   Plata 

i6,363 
29,189 
5,207 
23,590 
202,819 

5,631 

55,458 

1,407 

24,779 

1,000 

Logan 

Mesa    

1,810 

Mineral 

Moffat    

18,460 

5,662 

13.068 

50,819 

6,018 
508 

121 
75,002 

619 
13,890 
17,116 

7,794 
4,340 
13,090 

2,037 

2,860 

Montezuma    

Montrose    

23,315 
15,189 

Morgan    

2,475 
2,783 

Otero    

Ouray    

1,680 

Park 

1 

146 

10 

27 

15 

1 
3 
20 

377 

Phillips 

4 

Pitkin    

1,224 

93 
96 

2,621 

Pueblo 

1,034 

Rio    Blanco 

586 

Routt     

13,571 

54.388 

9nn    Miirncl 

185 

41,732 

51 

11 

142,827 
192,587 

91,345 

a'so 

5,223 
5,345 

1,268 

11.292 
87,648 

3.658 

4 

107 

2 

Teller 

Washington    

Weld    

31 
431 

9 

338 
365 

79 

8.4(M 
2.077 

372 

Totals 

1,303.742 

963.568 

2,728 

2.247 

1,461,052 

.334.625 

Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca.  Ouray.   Park.  Rio  Grande,  Hajfuache  and  San  Mififuel 
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Miscz:i.i.Airz:ous  AOBicxri^TXjBAii  statistics 


COUNTY 


Adams     . . 
Alamosa 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca  . , 
Bent  . . . 
Boulder 


Chaffee    

Cheyenne    ... 
Clear    Creek. 

Conejos     

Costilla   

Crowley     — 
Custer   


Delta    ... 
Denver    . 
Dolores 
Doug-las 

Eagle  ... 
Elbert  .. 
El    Paso 

Fremont 


Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  .., 
Gunnison 


Hinsdale 
Huerfano 


Jackson 
Jefferson 


Kiowa    

Kit   Carson 


Lake    

La  Plata   . . . 

Larimer   

Las  Animas 

Lincoln     

Logan    


Mesa    

Mineral    ... 

Moffat    

Montezuma 
Montrose  . 
Morgan     ... 


Otero 
Ouray 


Park  ... 
Phillips 
Pitkin  . 
Prowers 
Pueblo   . 


Rio  Blanco  . 
Rio  Grande 
Routt    


Saguache  .. 
San  Juan  . 
San  Miguel 
Sedgwick  ., 
Summit    — 


Teller    

Washington 
Weld     


Yuma    

Totals. 


Total 
Area, 
Acres 


807,680 
500,000 
538,880 
780,800 

1,633,280 
975,360 
488,960 

693,120 
1,137,280 
249,600 
714,960 
810,000 
560,800 
478,080 

768.640 

37,120 

667,520 

540,800 

1,036,800 
1,188,480 
1.357,440 

996,480 

1,986,480 

84,480 

1,194,240 

2,034,560 

621,440 
960,000 

1,044,480 
536,320 

1,150,720 
1,381,760 

237,440 
1,184,640 
1,682,560 
3,077,760 
1,644,800 
1,166,080 

2,024,320 
564,240 
2,033,600 
1,312,640 
1.448,960 
823,040 

762,080 
.332,160 

1,415,680 

440,320 

652,160 

1,043,200 

1.557,120 

2,062,720 

574,720 

1,425,280 

2,005,120 
289,920 
824,320 
339,840 
415,360 

350,080 

1,613,440 
2,574,080 

1,514,880 


66,341,120 


Patented 
Land 


695,498 
304,398 
486,317 
275.121 

829,347 
238,715 
265,860 

100,535 
990,903 
58,421 
218,267 
743,596 
195,926 
218,391 

213,521 
35,750 
30,451 

376,095 

102,074 

1,015,057 

935,972 

241,649 

239,185 
31,322 
201,298 
188,761 

20,542 
368,704 

214,945 
327,186 

853,022 
1,234,158 

69,185 
302,959 
620,049 
996,020 
1,241,171 
847,011 

330,554 
29,502 
191,557 
197,090 
273,743 
529,514 

280,368 
121,154 

253,624 
395,095 
84,806 
585,567 
774,542 

181,484 
179,648 
388,643 

434,037 

26,038 

120,755 

293,823 

28,455 

149,160 

1,225,081 
2,022,103 

1,156,532 


Area 

Cultivated, 

1919 


26.490,156 


189,766 
19,877 
89,222 
13,236 

56,687 
54,723 
81,404 

11,641 
48,400 
454 
53,207 
45,759 
33,495 
7,100 

45,612 


5,907 
43,725 

17,095 
136,297 
120,993 

17,815 

34,954 

605 

16,570 

11,237 

451 
43,657 

500 
41,817 

38,914 
180,046 

12 

41,650 

107,371 

69,345 

135,738 

405,736 

47,813 
356 
37,404 
31,993 
63,539 
191,741 

76,487 
4,691 

5,027 
166,212 

11,953 
115,259 

88,162 

24,665 
29,914 
61,266 

17,223 


Wild  Grass 

Cut  for 

Hay 


2,358 
83,541 
5,383 

7,818 

326,754 
584,181 

259,080 


4,462,838 


1,692 

9,297 


2,207 

25 
3 

2,453 

871 


5.751 

2,060 


4,586 


2,548 

15 
3,597 
6,127 

1,201 

62 

578 

12,848 

23,423 

1,620 
3,035 

79,150 
1,081 

14 
940 

3,593 

403 

2,526 

2,643 

208 

10,237 

105 

2,290 

1,475 

30 

362 
1,176 

222 
95 

7,156 
830 
192 


1,835 

2,431 
3,872 
3,016 

30,671 


50 

1,841 

690 

1,138 

5,964 
4,339 

945 


255.599 


Raw  Land 

Broken, 

1919 


54,401 
111 


508 

4,648 
8,039 
2,266 

401 


.39 

1,911 

1,415 

396 

432 


1,051 
1,245 

50 
9,790 
2,884 

490 

687 


339 


61 
6,945 


9,049 


3,466 

8,088 


609 
1,820 

19,007 
4,122 

62,513 

13,870 


6,624 

583 

1,007 

5,708 

4,422 
37 

486 


10,440 
3,399 


1,325 
'i6!442' 


3 

505 
92 

368 

52,640 

40,597 

9,177 


369,590 


Land  Fit  for 

Farming  Yet 

Unbroken 


105,241 
12,251 

"ii'.m 

135,290 

66,892 

2,616 

2,064 
2,140 

343 
10,819 
3,816 

636 
5,209 

6,317 

"26,' 019' 
37,562 

874 

149,349 

89,294 

4,958 

9,136 

538 

24,742 

15,343 

1,315 
63,273 


14,990 

156,828 
106,425 


9,834 

7.906 

160.100 

221,247 

131,202 

4,835 


49,615 
10,842 
10,818 
25,709 

29,798 
2,123 

2,130 


170 
126,211 
54,861 

21,246 

2,044 

35,458 

2,098 


2,016 

300 

3.314 

1,927 

60,190 
154,515 

63.843 


2,260,-542 


Reports  are  incomplete  for  Baca.  Ouray,  Park,  Rio  Grande,  Sagruache  and  San  Miguel  counties. 
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CSOPS    GROWN   UNDER   IRRIGATION   IN    COI.ORADO,   1909 

The  following  table  is  taken  from  the  census  bureau's  report  for  1909,  being  the 
last  report  available  until  1919  showing  the  acreage  of  various  crops  grown  under  irri- 
gation in   the   state: 


CROP 


CEREALS  : 

Corn    

Oats    

Wheat    

Emmer  and   spelt 

Barlev    

Rye    

OTHER  GRAINS  AND 
SEEDS: 

Alfalfa    seed 

Dry   edible   beans 

Dry    peas 

HAY  AND  FORAGE: 

Timothy    alone 

Timothy  and  clover, 
mixed    

Clover    alone 

Alfalfa    

Other  tame  and  culti- 
vated  grasses    

Wild,  sale  or  prairie 
grasses    

Grains   cut   green 

Coarse  forage   

SUNDRY  CROPS: 

Potatoes   

Sugar    beets 

Orchard  fruit  and  grapes 
Small  fruits   

Totals 


Total 
Acreage 


326,559 

275,948 

340,729 

15,523 

71,411 

15,715 


7,752 

5,040 

24,230 


51,505 

45,001 

1,418 

508,892 

102,966 

394,799 

75,033 

101,721 


85,839 
108,082 
34,763 

2,829 


2,595,745 


Acres 
Irrigated 


25,705 

192,311 

174,116 

3,771 

48,775 


4,483 

2,504 

15,537 


45.029 


24,049 
405 


52,844 

299,755 

48,171 

7,767 


59,221 

106,905 

34,763 

2,099 


1,629,694 


Pet. 

of 
Total 


7.9 
69.7 
51.1 
24.3 
68.3 

5.7 


57.8 
49.7 
64.1 


87.4 

53.4 
28.6 
94.4 

51.3 

75.9 

64.2 

7.6 


69.0 
98.9 


74.2 


62.7 


VALUE 


Total 

for 
State 


$  2,673,584 
4,177,267 
6,463,926 

153,068 
1,100,753 

123,530 


137,212 

128,767 
397,540 


746,146 

685,164 

29,106 

9,709,180 

1,131,996 

3,086,956 
845,544 
848,532 


3,704,768 

6,061,152 

4,679,818 

398,836 


$47,282,845 


For 

Irrigated 

Land 


$      370,460 

3,458,308 

4,352,823 

53,201 

897,849 

11,284 


83,070 

90,652 
282,096 


602,213 

355,529 

7.864 

9,522.968 

751,436 

2,444,558 
501,204 
101,784 


2,889,789 

6,065,382 

4,426,286 

379,979 


$37,638,674 


AVERAOE   TZZ:i.D    OF    PRINCIFAI.    CROPS   FOR   PAST   TEN   TEARS,    AS   COM- 
PII.ED  BT  THE  UNITED  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  AORICUI^TURE 


STATE 

Wheat, 
Bushels 

Oats, 
Bushels 

Rye, 
Bushels 

Barley, 
Bushels 

Corn, 
Bushels 

Tons 

Potatoes, 
Bushels 

United    States 

Ohio    

14.7 
16.0 
16.4 
15.6 
19.3 
14.0 
18.7 
13.7 
11.0 
11.4 
17.1 
13.8 
12.3 
12.8 
22.T 

31.2 
34.6 
31.8 
35.8 
35.4 
32.0 
35.0 
26.1 
25.8 
27.8 
27.7 
26.4 
23.3 
29.1 
37.f 

16.1 
16.5 
15.2 
19.9 
17.4 
18.7 
18.4 
14.0 
14.9 
16.5 
15.7 
14.8 
12.1 
13.2 
16.S 

25.1 
28.1 
26.5 
30.5 
28.9 
24.0 
27.8 
23.6 
19.5 
21.7 
22.2 
17.2 
19.7 
23.5 
34.1 

26.0 
38.0 
36.3 
33.9 
33.3 
32.6 
34.9 
26.8 
22.7 
27.7 
24.5 
17.5 
15.8 
18.9 
19.7 

1.45 
1.36 
1.28 
1.25 
1.56 
1.57 
1.41 
1.13 
1.24 
1.41 
1.56 
1.42 
1.30 
1.30 
2.23 

95.9 

82.6 

72.0 

Illinois     

75.0 

W^isconsin     

99.0 

Minnesota     

Iowa 

100.0 
80  9 

Missouri     

69  0 

North    Dakota 

South   Dakota 

Nebraska    

90.0 
83.0 
74  0 

Kansas    

63.0 

Oklahoma    

62.0 

Texas    .» 

58.0 

Colorado    

116.0 
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COUNTY 


Adams. 


Alamosa. . . 
Arapahoe.. 
Archuleta. 


Baca. 


Bent 

Boulder. 


Chaffee. 


Cheyenne... 
Clear  Creek. 


Conejos. 
Costilla. 
Crowley, 
Custer.., 


Delta. 


Denver. 
Dolores. 


Douglas. 


Eagle. 
Elbert, 


El  Paso. 


Fremont. 

Garfield.. 

Gilpin 

Grand 


Gunnison. 


Hinsdale,, 
Huerfano. 

Jackson... 
Jefferson. 


Kiowa 

Kit  Carson. 

L«ake 

La  Plata... 


r,.arimer. 


Las  Animas. 


Lincoln, 
Log-an . . 


Me -a 


STATION 


Bennett 
Simpson 
Garnett 


Pagosa  Springs. 


Springfield    

Two  Buttes    

Las  Animas   

Boulder    

Prances    

Hawthorne    

Longmont    

Garfield    

St.    Elmo    

Salida    

Cheyenne   "Wells. 

Georgetown    

Idaho   Springs    .. 

Manassa    

San    Luis    

Ordway  

Westcliffe    


Cedaredge    ., 

Delta    

Paonia    

Denver    , 

Dove  Creek  . 

Rico  

Castle   Rock. 


Hamps    

Limon    (near)     

Calhan    

Colorado    Springs.. 
Fremont  Exp.    Sta, 

Lake   Moraine    

Monument   


Canon  City 
Rifle    


Eraser   

Grand    Lake 

Crested  Butte.. 

Gunnison    

Sapinero    (near) 


Hermit    

Cuchara  Camps 

Spicer    (near)... 

Cheesman    

Platte   Canon    . . 


Eads    

Burlington   

Leadville  

Durango    

Ignacio    

Estes     Park      Fish 

Hatchery    

Fort  Collins  

Fry's   Ranch    

Longs  Peak   (near) 

Hoehne    

North    Lake    

Trinidad    


LeRoy  (near) 
Sterling   


Collbran  

Fruita    (near)    . 

Glade  Park  

Grand   Junction 
Palisade    


Elevation, 
Feet 


5,280 
4,280 
7,576 

7',  078 


4,100 
3,899 
5,347 
9,300 
6,000 
4,960 

9,510 
9,500 
7,035 
4,279 
8,550 
7,543 
7,700 
7,794 


7.864 

6,175 
5,025 
5,694 
5,272 


8,834 
6.202 


5,400 
5,360 
6,508 
6,098 
8,850 
10.265 
7.200 

5.343 
5,437 


8,560 
8,153 
8.867 
7.670 
8.125 

9,843 
8,200 

8,700 
6,890 
5,492 

4,207 
4,160 

10,248 
6,546 
6,425 

8,000 
4,985 
7,. 500 
8,600 
8,700 
8,800 
5,994 


4,380 
3,934 

6,000 
4.590 
7,000 
4,602 
4,729 


Mean 
Annual 
Temp. 


40.8 


53.4 
52.0 
50.2 
40.2 

47!  5 


45.4 
50.3 

44.6 
43.0 
42.4 

42.4 

48.0 
49.7 
49.3 
49.8 


46.3 
46.7 
45.5 
47.2 
38.1 
36.2 
44.0 

52.9 

47.7 

3L6 

.31.3 
36.8 
37.5 

31.5 


46.6 
50.0 


50.1 
34.9 

44!  i 

40.4 
46.7 
40.9 
.37.6 
50.5 

si!  4 

48!  2 

48.9 

46.2 
49.7 

hi.?, 

49.4 


Growing 

Season, 

Days 


111 

'si 


160 
162 
152 
108 

15.3 


115 
156 

iii 

105 
104 

*97 

153 

154 
156 
163 


121 


139 
143 
131 
137 
107 
96 
120 

157 
151 


92 


132 

147 

184 
157 

93 
133 
120 

107 
146 
100 

149 

ies 
146 

151 

146 

169 

m 

163 


Average 

Annual 

Precipitation 


15.40 
12.78 
6.68 


17.39 
15.59 
12.19 
18.14 
24.27 


15.77 

18.83 
17.46 
12.85 
16.85 
14.97 
16.39 
7.51 
11.15 
11.93 
15.18 

11.62 
8.02 
13.72 
14.02 

26!66 


14.52 
13.43 
17.19 
14.53 

24  ."98 


12.30 

12.27 


20.55 

9.68 
18.62 


16.58 
16.36 


17.18 

15.20 
16.67 
10.90 

21.03 
14.96 

17.  as 

20.91 


23.10 
16.98 


16.91 

17.50 


15.47 
10.38 


8.31 
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COUNTY 


Mineral, 


Moffat 

Montezuma 


Montrose, 
Morgan... 


Otero. 
Ouray 


Park 

Phillips. 
Pitkin... 
Prowers. 


Pueblo. 


Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt 


Saguache. .. 
San  Juan. . . 
San  Miguel. 

Sedgwick... 
Summit 


Teller. 


Washington, 
Weld 


Tuma. 


STATION 


Gap 


Wagon     Wheel 

Exp.    Station 
Wagon     Wheel      Gap 

River  Valley  

Lay    

Dolores    

IMancos    

iCrawford    

Montrose 

Fort  Morgan   

Wiggins    


La  Junta   ... 
Rocky  Ford 


Fairplay 
Holyoke 
Nast  .... 
Holly  ... 
Lamar  . . 
Pueblo    . 


Meeker  (near)   

Monte  Vista    

Columbine    

Yampa    

Steamboat    Springs. 


Saguache    

Silverton    (near) 

Telluride    

Trout   Lake    

Julesburg   

Dillon    


Cripple   Creek 
Victor  (near) 


Akron    

Fort  Lupton    . 
Grover   (near) 


Wray 


Elevation, 
Feet 


9,610 

8,434 
6,172 
6,445 
6,960 
6,600 
5,811 
4,319 
4,541 

4,060 
4,177 


9,886 
4,100 
8,800 
3,380 
3,592 
4,734 

6,182 
7,660 
8,766 
7,884 
6,701 

7,740 
9,400 
8,756 
9,800 
3,465 
8,800 

9,396 
10,100 

4,650 
4,907 
5,076 

4,138 


Mean 
Annual 
Temp. 


35.0 

35.1 
41.9 
44.0 
45.8 
43.4 
47.3 
48.7 
46.8 


51.6 


35.0 
54.1 
54.2 
51.2 

43.1 


38.9 

43.3 
34.0 
38.6 

47."  3 
31.9 


41.0 
46.6 
44  ."7 


Growing 

Season, 

Days 


64 
90 
129 
115 
143 
149 
155 
141 


165 


139 
83 
166 
169 
173 


65 
109 

'so 


91 
149 
114 
147 


Average 

Annua] 

Precipitation 


15.55 


12.98 
10.83 
18.09 
6.55 
9.70 
14.06 


12.6^ 


14.77 
15.74 
11.95 

15.90 

24!33 

2i.'94 

8.48 
29.16 


16.27 
23.02 

16.94 
18.84 

17.97 
10.33 
14.06 

17.46 


NOTE. — The  averages  given  in  this  table  are  based  upon  records  of  the  government  weather 
bureau,  furnished  in  most  cases  by  voluntary  observers.  The  length  of  the  record  varies  considerably 
at  different  stations,  being  4  6  years  for  Denver,  39  years  for  Colorado  Springs,  30  years  for  Pueblo, 
30  years  for  Canon  City  and  more  than  20  years  for  a  great  many  places.  The  average  length  of  the 
growing  season  is  the  time  between  the  last  killing  frost  in  the  spring  and  the  first  in  the  autumn. 
This  record  is  for  the  most  part  calculated  for  only  a  few  years,  and  is  not  so  nearly  accurate  as  tlie 
other  figures  given.  The  average  rainfall  figures  are  given  only  where  a  station  has  been  e>tab- 
lished  long  enough  to  be  given  an  average  annual  figure  by  the  weather  bureau.  Voluntary  observers 
do  the  work  in  most  of  the  reporting  stations  and  frequently  only  a  part  of  the  year  is  reported,  so 
that  an  annual  figure  cannot  be  given.  The  immigration  department  has  fairly  reliable  information 
on  the  rainfall  in  most  sections  of  the  state,  and  generally  can  give  reasonably  accurate  information 
to  those  interested  on  the  rainfall  at  stations  where  no  average  annual  figure  is  given. 
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COUNTY 


Adams    

Alamosa  . . . 
Arapahoe  . . 
Archuleta    . 

Baca    

Bent   

Boulder    

Chaffee    

Cheyenne  .. 
Clear  Creek 
Conejos    — 

Costilla    

Crowley   

Custer   

Delta    '*. 

Denver    

Dolores  — 
Douglas  — 

Eag-le     

Elbert   

El   Paso 

Fremont    ... 

Garfield    .... 

Gilpin    

Grand  

Gunnison    .. 

Hinsdale  ... 
Huerfano    . . 

Jackson   

Jefferson    .. 

Kiowa  

Kit   Carson. 

Lake  

La   Plata.... 

Larimer  

Las  Animas 

Lincoln     

Logan    

Mesa    

Mineral    — 

Moffat  

Montezuma 
Montrose  .. 
Morgan    — 

Otero    

Ouray    

Park    

Phillips    

Pitkin    

Prowers  — 
Pueblo  

Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande 
Routt    

Saguache  . . 
San  Juan... 
San  Miguel. 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit    

Teller    

Washington 
Weld    

Yuma    

Totals. 

'Average. 


Total 
Valuation 


28,387,390 
8,545,705 

19,722,U0 
5,567,478 

7,512,356 
12,127,275 
44,394.940 

11,128,350 
11,605,970 
5,568,625 
9,741,958 
5,702,797 
9,623,105 
2,552,961 

16,537,450 

348,187,545 

1,774,125 

11,492,485 

7,597.819 
15,267,337 
67,193,740 

20,042,400 

19,358,765 
3,172,144 
5,042,390 

16,093,250 

1,021,236 
13,795,931 

5,650,430 
23,493,200 

10,874,600 
21,285,565 

10,831,110 
15,827,678 
43,357,660 
39,695,864 
19,211,085 
37,751,577 

28,892,588 
1,531,885 
6,834,765 
6,519,495 
16,851,610 
25,872,820 

28,863,930 
5,518,911 

9,050,440 
15,840,788 

5,751,000 
20,102,100 
70,463,333 

6,228,360 
11,076,660 
15,823,380 

12,586,411 
4,578,081 
9,125,860 

10,783,502 
6,610,513 

13,899,450 

20,209,860 
96,449,230 

18,610,210 


$1,424,811,288 


State 
Revenue 


78,633.07 
23,671.60 
54,630.24 
15,698.91 

20,809.22 
33,592.55 
122,973.98 

30,825.58 
32,148.38 
15,425.09 
26,985.22 
15,796.75 
26,657.05 
7,085.52 

45,802.36 

964,479.50 

4,914.33 

31,834.25 

21,045.96 
42,290.52 
186,126.66 

55,516.62 

53,623.78 
8,786.84 
13,968.55 
44,578.30 

2,828.80 
38,214.73 

15,651.37 
65,076.16 

30,122.64 
58,961.01 

30,002.17 

43,842.67 

120,128.42 

109,957.54 

53,216.83 

104,571.83 

269,856.77 
4,243.32 
18,934.01 
18,059.00 
46,678.96 
71,667.72 

79,953.09 
15,287.38 

25,069.72 
43,878.98 
15,933.66 
55,682.53 
195,183.43 

17,252.56 
30,678.00 
43,830.76 

34,864.00 
12,681.28 
25,278.63 
29,870.08 
18,311.12 

38,505.87 

55,981.31 
267,164.37 

51,550.28 


$4,136,871.83 


Total 
County  Levy 


6.00 
6.25 
4.00 
3.50 

6.40 
7.22 
6.23 

7.00 
5.45 
9.90 
8.55 
9.05 
5.90 
7.50 

4.80 
4.15 
9.80 
7.91 

10.99 
5.64 
6.47 

7.70 


15.00 
10.30 

8.40 

16.75 
9.20 

5.56 
6.40 

3.40 
5.13 

14.63 
7.13 
6.20 
6.15 
7.56 
9.73 

6.67 
16.25 
12.20 
14.58 
10.10 

5.23 

5.03 
14.45 

9.30 
3.30 
18.50 
6.00 
5.00 

10.23 
5.30 
9.50 

6.95 
12.25 
11.80 
5.30 
6.50 

11.42 

4.90 
5.23 

6.03 


6.23^ 


County 
Revenue 


5  170.324.34 
53,410.55 
78,888.52 
63,192.37 

48,076.20 
87,558.93 
276,580.48 

77,898.45 
63,254.65 
55.129.39 
83,293.74 
51,610.31 
56,777.20 
19,245.18 

73,379.75 

1,444,978.31 

17,460.13 

90,905.83 

83.553.21 
86.107.78 
434,743.50 

154.324.17 

217.780.56 
47,582.16 
51,940.58 

135,183.30 

17,110.19 
126,922.56 

31,416.39 
150,356.48 

36,973.64 
109,194.95 

158,459.13 
112.851.35 
268.878.91 
244.129.56 
100.515.53 
367,322.82 

189.824.30 
24,893.12 
83,384.12 
95,706.19 
171,212.47 
135,314.84 

145.185.57 
79,743.26 

84,168.69 
52,274.60 
106,395.35 
120,612.00 
352,316.66 

63.716.12 

58,706.92 

150,322.11 

87,476.00 
56.081.49 
107,685.30 
57,150.83 
42,968.34 

158.724.98 

99,028.31 
504.429.47 

112,219.57 


$8,886,851.71 
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COUNTY 


Adams    . . . 
Alamosa    . 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 
Baca  


Bent   ... 
Boulder 


Chaffee     

Cheyenne    ... 
Clear   Creek. 

Conejos    

Costilla    

Crowley   — 
Custer  


Delta    ... 
Denver    . 
Dolores 
Douglas 

Eagle  ... 
Elbert  .. 
El   Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  . . . 
Gunnison 

Hinsdale 
Huerfano 

Jackson  . 
Jefferson 


Kiowa   

Kit    Carson. 


Lake  

La  Plata 

Larimer    — 
Las  Animas. 

Lincoln    

Logan    


Mesa  

Mineral    — 

Moffat   

Montezuma 
Montro.se  .. 
Morgan    


Otero 
Ouray 


Park   .... 
Phillips 
Pitkin    .. 
Prowers 
Pueblo     . 


Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt     


Saguache  .. 
San  Juan.., 
San  Miguel, 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit    — 


Teller 


Washington 
Weld  


Miles 

of 

Railroad 


99.25 
51.45 
63.08 
63.10 


Yuma 


Totals. . 


77.66 

148.83 

156.91 
63.13 
41.67 
54.05 
63.63 
31.32 
12.95 

69.75 
62.33 
17.72 
94.41 

102.62 

83.18 

252.30 

117.27 

162.88 
37.08 
89.30 

195.74 

9.45 
130.94 

43.88 
100.79 

87.50 
59.96 

93.04 
121.05 
121.75 
233.20 

72.85 
133.56 

123.72 
17.40 
7.61 
62.69 
52.35 
90.84 

92.12 
42.40 

154.16 
36.30 
86.58 
80.38 

246.31 


52.51 
93.45 

107.10 
37.10 
47.70 
32.07 
68.72 

102.48 

40.33 
401.00 

40.51 


5,542.20 


Valut 


4,321,220 
1,419,700 
2,305,360 
1,741,170 


3,021,490 
3,586,220 

3,666,800 
2,571,430 

766,310 
1,491,450 
1,106,470 
1,084,970 

357,340 

1,924,670 

3,447,690 

243,090 

3,073,360 

2,238,280 
3,111,260 
8,490,020 

3,380,730 

4,318,990 

761,860 

1,304,960 

5,286,540 

260,760 
3.891,040 

207,750 
2,724,810 

3,031,120 
2,258,300 

2,011,180 
2,927,420 
3,918,920 
8,963,140 
2,881,060 
6,102,130 

4,385,660 

480,130 

128,220 

859,980 

1,444,540 

4,043,350 

3,583,770 
854,960 

3,421,530 

1,714,000 
1,025,170 
3,127,710 
7.940,830 

174,940 
1,207,800 
1,579,520 

2,945,000 

434,980 

654.  :^o 

1.311.990 

1,9(>7,220 

3,027.660 

1.908,490 
14,752,880 

1,912,780 


Miles 

of 

Telephone 


$169,086,470 


2,130.38 

1,465.00 

4,066.29 

184.25 

185.00 

1.533.50 
9,024.00 

1,870.00 
174.00 

1,283.00 
772.00 
636.00 

1,001.52 
296.00 

3,733.91 

120,705.40 

17.00 

2,348.91 

956.50 

398.00 

20,252.92 

4,017.20 

3,269.75 
872.00 
883.00 
842.66 

131.00 
1,949.20 

182.00 
5,047.00 

150.00 
338.00 

1,985.00 
1,677.39 
8.381.00 
6,026.00 
296.10 
3.160.32 

6,888.87 

239.00 

378.00 

713.40 

3,224.00 

1,968.28 

4,572.92 
947.16 

1,182.00 
121.47 
704.00 

3,193.21 
20,565.80 

549.60 
1,828.00 
1,515.25 

1,491.00 

7.^1.00 
841.00 
645.66 
877.00 

4,728.25 

333.72 
14,513.01 

161.27 


Value 


285,073.97 


96,200 

62,580 

181,040 

10,270 

7,070 

73,440 
401,330 

83,170 
7,840 
67,060 
32,760 
28,490 
46.730 
13.060 

148.680 

.369.210 

1,240 

105.340 

38,810 

17,700 

904,350 

177,280 

131,480 
38,780 
38,800 
39,510 


8,090 
222,610 


6,670 
14,550 


72,960 
372,910 
268,320 

17,170 
144.720 

303,190 
10,630 
14.280 
28,410 

142,350 
89,510 

204,840 
42,070 

52,540 
6,720 

31,560 
146,840 
919,270 

22.320 
80.530 
67,440 

60.790 
33.400 
36.810 
24.740 
37.010 

210.140 

15.080 
642.130 

29,550 


Miles 

of 

Telegraph 


$12,666,340 


1,146.29 

59.79 

621.60 

63.02 


472.97 
322.39 

400.73 
569.70 
33.40 
74.72 
32.59 
62.64 
25.30 

79.01 

766.49 

20.16 

1,547.81 

272.92 

423.08 

2,286.68 

472.78 

591.45 
66.88 
82.66 

245.81 


740.89 

"'"285.'S3' 

175.00 
182.40 

308.65 
120.90 
206.54 
1,654.32 
483.10 
646.16 

430.39 
17.39 


62.69 
109.00 
838.82 


74.98 

569.57 

32.00 

238.31 

511.43 

1,901.63 


41.00 
48.19 

159.89 

16.11 

63.46 

370.09 

112.34 

213.08 

410.62 
3,077.06 

405.10 


26.113.69 


$2,184,780 
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COUNTY 

Popu- 
lation 

Courthouse 

and  Other 

Physical 

Properties 

Bonds  and 

Bond 

Interest 

Warants 
and  Other 
Obhgations 

Total 
Debt 

County 

Debt 

Per 

Capita 

12,500 
6,500 

15,200 
2,400 

8.500 
10.000 
40,000 

8,000 
5,000 
2,800 
5,000 
6,000 
7,300 
2,500 

15,500 

270,000 

1,100 

3,500 

4,000 

8,000 

52,000 

21,000 

12,000 
3,000 
2,500 
6,000 

450 
17,500 

1,200 
18,000 

3,600 
10,000 

8,000 
15,000 
37,500 
40,000 

9,000 
17,500 

26,200 

1,200 

5,500 

7,000 

14,000 

17,500 

21,035 
3,300 

3,000 
6,000 

4,000 
16,000 
70,000 

3,500 
8.500 
8,000 

6,000 
2.000 
5,000 
5,000 
2,500 

7,000 

9,500 
54,000 

15,000 

$       90.000 

30,000 

100,000 

2,000 

$        62,200 

$  16,959 

79,159 

$12. 18 

Arapahoe    .  . 

Archuleta.    

2.000 

904 

2,904 

1.21 

Baca    

Bent    

100.000 
200,000 

75.000 
40,000 
25,000 

7.000 

7,000 
62,825 

311,727 

8,200 

0.70 

Boulder 

62,825 
8,327 

1  57 

Chaffee 

228.500 
8,200 

38  97 

1  64 

Clear   Creek 

Conejos    

Costilla    

16,000 
22,000 
5,000 

47,200 

31,378,615 

20,000 

106.000 

21,000 

40.000 

560,000 

150,000 

75,000 

42,000 

10,000 

150,000 

5.000 
^,000 

41,000 
100,000 

40,000 
30,000 

100,000 
180,000 
114,200 
400,000 
29,783 
250,000 

64,820 

16,230 

50,000 

4,000 

134,000 

100,000 

40,000 
60,000 

50,000 
10.000 
69.700 
35,000 
1.105,071 

12.500 

20,000 
7,000 

9.500 

19,081 
35,656 

28,581 
35,656 

4  76 

Crowley    

Custer   

Delta     

52,275 
15,320.400 

87,400 

15,789 

164,540 

9,939 

20,388 

68.065 

15,484,940 

97,339 

20,388 

4  39 

Denver    

57  35 

Dolores    

88  84 

Douglas     

5  83 

Eagle                

Elbert    

42.526 
17,330 

6.949 

9,492 
13,698 
14,830 
28,765 

7,374 
39,756 

247 
8.342 

42,526 
17,330 

6,949 

228,292 
13,698 
41,830 

286,197 

172,084 
59,755 

14,863 
8,342 

5  .32 

El    Paso 

0  33 

0  33 

Garfield     

218,800 

19  02 

4  57 

Grand    

27,000 
257,432 

164,710 
20,000 

14,616 

16  73 

47  70 

Hinsdale   

389  41 

3  41 

Jackson    

19  39 

0  46 

Kiowa   

Kit    Carson 

102,600 

138,000 

118,000 

22,000 

155,000 

30,776 

123,376 

138,000 
118,735 
113,622 
159.750 
21,716 
218.464 

65,600 

6,860 

64,013 

21,002 

134.000 

500 

43.635 
180.792 

15,429 
44.759 

333,973 
8,119 

581,831 

14,697 
83,300 
40,192 

12  34 

Lake    

17  25 

La  Plata 

735 
91,622 
4,750 
21,716 
93,464 

67,600 

7  9'^ 

Larimer    

3.02 
3.99 
2.41 

12.48 

2.50 
5.72 
11.64 
3.00 
9.57 

Lincoln    

Logan    

125,000 

8,000 
6,860 
40,000 
8,564 

Mesa    

Mineral    

Moffat     .   .. 

24,013 
12,438 

Montezuma    

Montrose    

Morgan     

500 

43.635 
28,792 

15,429 

1,959 

33,973 

4,119 

223,956 

289 

Otero    

2.07 
54.79 

5.14 
7.46 
83.49 
0.51 
8.31 

4.20 
9.80 
5.02 

Ouray     

152,000 

Park                             .   . . 

Phillips    

42,800 

300,000 

4,000 

357,875 

14,408 
83,300 

Pitkin    

Prowers        

Pueblo    

Rio    Blanco 

Rio    Grande 

Routt     

40,192 

Saguache    

Kan    Juan 

126,000 
48,000 
37,000 
50,000 

100,005 

56,278 
613.000 

20.000 

162,000 
76,000 
23,000 

162.000 
85,348 
23,231 
6,000 

31,884 
209,817 

8L00 

17.07 

4.65 

2.40 

9.348 
231 

6,000 

27,884 
209,817 

Sedgwick    

Summit    

Teller    

4.000 

Washington    

Weld    

3.36 
3.89 

Yuma    
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COUNTY 


Adams     . . . 
Alamosa    . 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Basa  . . 
Bent  ... 
Boulder 


Chaffee    

Cheyenne    ... 
Clear   Creek. 

Conejos    

Costilla    

Crowley    

Custer    


Delta   ... 
Denver    . 
Dolores 
Douglas 

Eagle  . . 
Elbert  .. 
El    Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  . . . 
Gunnison 

Hinsdale 
Huerfano 

Jackson  . 
Jefferson 


Kiowa    

Kit    Carson. 


Lake   

La  Plata.... 
Larimer  — 
Las   Animas. 

Lincoln     

Logan     


Mesa    

Mineral    

Moffat     

Montezuma 
Montrose  .. 
Morgan    


Otero 
Ouray 


Park   

Phillips 
Pitkin     . 
Prowers 
Pueblo    . 


Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt    


Saguache    ... 

San    Juan 

San  Miguel. 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit    


Teller    , 

Washington 
Weld    


Yuma 


State 1,028,785 


Estimated 

Popula- 
tion. 1919 


12,500 
6.500 

15,200 
2,400 

8,500 
10,000 
40,000 

8,000 
5,000 
2,800 
5,000 
6,000 
7,300 
2,500 

15,500 

270,000 

1,100 

3,500 

4,000 

8,000 

52,000 

21,000 

12,000 
3,000 
2,500 
6,000 

450 
17,500 

1,200 
18,000 

3,600 
10,000 

8,000 
15,000 
37,500 
40,000 

9,000 
17,500 

26,200 
1,200 
5,500 
7,000 
14,000 
17,500 

21,035 
3,300 

3,000 

6,000 

4,000 

16,000 

70,000 

3,500 
8,500 
8,000 

6,000 
2,000 
5,000 
5.000 
2,500 

7,000 

9,500 
54,000 

15,000 


Land 

Area, 

Sq.  Mi. 


1,262 
781 
842 

1,220 

2,552 

1,524 

765 

1,083 

1,777 

390 

1,117 

1,266 

876 

747 

1,201 

58 

1,043 

845 

1,620 

1,857 
2,121 

1,557 

3,107 

132 

1,866 

3,179 

971 
1,500 

1,632 

838 

1,798 
2,159 

371 
1,851 
2,629 
4,809 
2,570 
1,822 

3,163 
866 
4,740 
2,051 
2,264 
1,286 

1,191 
519 

2  212 
'688 
1,019 
1,630 
2,433 

3,223 

898 
2,227 

3,133 
453 

1,288 
.531 
649 

547 

2,521 
4,022 

2,367 


103,658 


Popula- 
tion Per 
Sq.  Mi. 


9.90 

8.33 

18.05 

1.98 

3.77 

6.56 

52.36 

7.39 
2.81 
7.18 
4.48 
4.74 
8.33 
3.35 

12.91 

4,655.17 

1.05 

4.74 

2.47 
4.31 
24.51 

13.49 

3.86 

22.73 

1.34 

1.88 

0.46 
11.66 

0.74 

2,148 

2.00 
4.63 

21.56 
8.10 

14.26 
8.32 
3.50 
9.61 


1.39 
1.16 
3.41 
6.19 
13.61 

17.66 
6.36 

1.36 
8.72 
3.93 
9.82 

28.77 

1.09 
9.47 
3.59 

1.92 
4.40 
3.88 
9.41 
3.85 

12.80 

3.77 
13.43 

6.34 


.92 


Assessed 
Valulation 
Per  Capita 


$2,270.99 
1,314.72 
1,297.51 
2,319.78 

883.81 
1,212.73 
1,109.87 

1,391.04 
2,321.19 
1,988.79 
1,948.39 
950.47 
1,318.23 
1,021.18 

1,066.93 
1,289.59 
1,612.84 
3,283.54 

1.899.45 
1,908.42 
1,292.19 

954.38 

1,613.23 
1,057.48 
2,016.96 
2,682.21 

2,269.41 
788.33 

4.708.67 
1,305.18 

3,020.72 
2,128.56 

1,353.89 
1,065.18 
1,156.20 
992.40 
2,134.57 
2,157.23 

1,102.77 
1,276.53 
1,242.68 
931.36 
1,203.69 
1,478.45 

1,372.18 
1,672.40 

3,016.81 
2.640.13 
1,437.78 
1,256.38 
1.006.62 

1,779.53 
1,303.14 
1,977.92 

2,097.73 
2,289.04 
1.825.17 
2.156.70 
2.644.21 

1,985.63 

2.127.35 
1,786.09 

1,240.68 


$1,384.94 


Taxes  Paid 

Per 

Capita* 


$19.92 
11.86 

8.74 
32.87 

8.10 
12.12 
9.99 

13.59 
19.08 
25.19 
22.06 
11.23 
11.43 
10.53 

7.69 

8.92 

20.34 

35.07 

26.15 
16.05 
11.94 

9.99 

22.62 
18.79 
26.36 
29.96 

44.30 
9.44 

39.22 
11.97 

18.64 
16.82 

23.55 
10.45 
10.38 

8.85 
17.08 
26.96 

17.55 
24.28 
18.60 
16.25 
15.56 
11.83 

10.70 


36.41 
16.03 
30.59 
11.02 

7.82 

23.13 
10.52 
24.27 

20.39 
34.38 
26.59 
17.41 
24.51 

28.18 

16.32 
14.29 

10.92 


$12.66 


♦Includes  only  state  and  county  taxes. 


Land  Classification  by  Counties 

COUNTY 

Improvei 
Fruit 

Imented 
Land 

Natural 

r.?,Sug 

Land 

"L-atd- 

Productive 

Non- 
I'roiluctive 
Coal  Land 

"^d" 

M^eSl 
Land 

Productive) 

'» 

Railroad 
„i,^t.„,. 

Lou 
and  Citv 
Town 

Total 

Unclaasified 
oZerThip 

Gov't  Land 
Open  to 

State 

Land 

Unappropriated 

tS' 

Total 
Non._^,..ented 

J- 

<-<n-NT. 

Adams    

89.341 

IS 

10,370 

"37  ,'666" 

4.14.769 

i?t:§SS 
8,343 

If 
240;755 

36" 

"" '13:196;" 

2.798 

1 

696,498 

ii 

111 

17,660.04 

26,543.31 
137.01L73 

4^:o^S 

Adama 

Alamosa 

Arapahoe 

^fXlell  •;;:::;:;. 

31.599 
"   """396:918"" 

Boulder  

i:i" 

■'"4:649^' 

iM 

s 

""4:612^" 

"■"'6^  " 

3:S40 

s 

|:| 

670,074.08 

760 

"i:i:i 

iil 

1,633,280 

iSR 

Cliaffee    

cfelu-^Crlek.'.'.'."!:; 

Crowley    

688' 

85,300 
81,000 
63.529 

"'i6,'577" 

""988:364" 

fir' 

9,399 

ii'.m" 

104.196 

::::::::::: 

"mas!!'' 

"■""lssI"" 

14.240 
""23:386"' 
1:457""" 

iW 

396 

39i" 

12 

Vfo 

i:| 
447 

1^ 

100,536 

11 

ii 

liii" 

71.831 
1S8.647 

8:666' 

27.960 

4,654.41 

""■"ill 
64,062.91 
13,808.61 

ill 

166:™" 

^^:il:i 
^^•l"i 

72.062:91 

'■Ii 

Conejos 

El!^r-::;::::::::: 

Di.Iores  

7,Ti9» 

"■'6:267" 

6:564" 

99,694' 

i3:666" 

296,639 

536 

3,136 

6S6' 

""4:462" 

Iss"" 

3:6S5""" 

366" 

2,750 

420 

2,468 

6^ 

213.511 

IS 

^:S:^ 

244,692 

m'.m 

9,093.01 
9,051.92 

231,711 

476.405.00 
409.St:§? 

540:s00 

Delta 
gXrVs 

1:1^ 

l^'M 

Eagle   

El   Paso".' .'."!. ■.'.■:!.■ 

326" 

20.500 

"'iM' 

■■■»■■ 

71,923 

en'" 

""1:406" 

6,060 
627"" 

320 

2:810 

375 

440 

15.260 

102,074 

•■ss 

1S:1^ 

88.884.32 

260.399 
6,120 

18,429.83 

i9«t:4^:i 

693,029 

332,583.68 

1,036,800 

El  Paso 

""""136:969"" 

Gllpln    

gl^son--;::- 

1.142 

66,868 

29,724 

142,367 

^:^? 

106,249 

2,095 

■"ii,'496'" 

1.919 

'  "46:651" 

■  "l3:m  " 

"1:266" 

"'36:766"' 

285" 

2S6"" 

4,076 

2:243 
2,250 

995 
1.8S0- 

III 

188:761 

264.093.28 
437.33" 

Ji:^:i 

9.55,776 

iM:li^ 

662,380 

19,920.72 

1,12S;043 

1,194,240 
2,034,560 

Garfield 
Sson 

SSll:^-:::::;::: 

i^ 

i'.m" 

.f,:\^ 

""i;™  " 

"'22:i48' 

6,861 

195 

237 
2,945 

l.i^ 

2:^ 

36.768.00" 
354,463.60 

"7^:^§ 

9,166.00 
46.3S1.50 

f^S 

^SZ 

960;000 

HLlr^fano 

%:Z 

34:266  " 

138,806 
240,217 

30 
3,329 

2,529 

6,195 

1,102 
330 

\:^ 

5,^7^ 

214.W5 

146.688.36 
104,365.11 

239.030 
9,380 

&.% 

"^s 

f04':7T8:89 

'536:320 

Kiowa    

266 " 

966" 

""i66:465" 

i.as 

2,190 
1.499 

220 
976 

l,23i:i58 

80:777:77 

3,950 
4,892 

S:?i:g 

81,7S3.01 
66.824.23 

i;38i:760 

l^irdrson 

Lake  

65" 

Htisis  " 

111,267 
23:541 

56:%7" 

13:446  " 

fo:55^ 

is 

8S3.700 

481" 

"3:936  " 

""6,751" 

■"si:™" 

"""7,099"" 

39,060 

1,100 
375 

2,326 

IS 

Ifi 
3,334 

i:528 

1,350 
2,010 

69,185 
302,959 
620,0)9 

L^:?l? 

847.011 

'•Soil 

172:t79;48 

8,382 

2,297.16 

1:11 
lS;J§S:5l 

159,624 

if' 

170,303.16 

ill 

1,184:640 
1,682,560 

?:6S:mo 

1,166,080 

^''llatB 
Logan 

Larimer   

Lincoln  "^?. .'.'.'.'.'.'. 

II 

Logan   

8,199 

■■■;;§•■ 

78,450' 

ll 

'"W 

228.388 
16.214 
107.509' 

Si 

4,414« 

""fiw  "■ 

76 ' 

"   "6:316"" 
""""6:6m"" 

if 

■320 

'•lf5 
140 

IS 

2,271 

li 
2,010 

i'.i 

629,614 

6lf:?^:^ 

957,466 

'^1 
^tIiJ:S 

^:lf6.. 

316.962 

969.148.40 
59,822.68 

3,033,600 
'"823:040 

Mesa 
Montezuma 

Mineral   

3i;^' 

143,077 

4,697 

Montezuma   

43^ 

^... 

3,142 

1,039 

?.s 

==^2:??^ 

173,936 
88.660" 

466" 

""14:831"' 

""i;252" 

?;S 

2,150 

^:!S 

"^Sfs 

35,090 
27,040 

"l"^:g 

l^'Z'i 

SS 

1,040> 

134,313 

Ouray 

"6.'4»3i' 

iB,'283" 

i:f4J 

22,1S7 

393:292 
4,907 

181.634 

3.269 
""9,331  " 

319" 

37,066 
"   "14:445"' 

375" 

3,864 
2,165 

6^:?i 

785 

r]S 

263,624 

^:^ 

685.5B7 
774.542 

167.908.66 

268.186 
62."§S 

94,964,34 

6kf55:f9 
220,180.65 

640.998 

T7:J5?:^5 

Hi 

1,416.680 

i.ii 
1,557,120 

Phillips  

"i:836    " 

Phillips 

641.767 

610,568 

4,128 

35.456 

22.100 

38,050 
40,026 

8:S40 

38.048 

228.9% 

".^.oos" 

'"51:759" 

"'"26:775"" 

9,373" 

2:767'" 

'56" 

196 

800 

388,643 

187,013.26 
36,238.60 
213,836.17 

1,345,960 

20,032:40 
72,791.83 

348,257 

1,634.222.74 

2,002,720 

i,5g:'2^ 

n°o   Gra"nde  ■.■.:::. 

si' 

Rio  Grande 

ia^/uan  .■.•;;:::;. 

9,'438  " 

20:474 
5,620 

48.760 

92.243 

195" 

600 

526" 

8,035 

226 
460" 

1,718 

460 

i§:Ii 

28,466 

1:?1J:M 

88.193.36 

444,480 

96,622.06 

^•rJ:S 

878,439 
169:836 

298,711.64 

2,005,120 
416,360 

Saguache 

"'Mf' 

San  Juan 

i^d"g5?i'cr'..;::::: 

2,321 

10,015 

San  Miguel 

6,280 

288,374 

Teller  

1,722 

18,184 

87.327 

36.866 

1.2S0 

2.562 

1.260 

149,160 

83.832.83 

32.877 

10,802.17 

73,408 

117,087.17 

360,080 

Teller 

Washington    

Weld    

^Z 

14,,^^ 

1,085,728 
785,507 

130.047 
90S.56S 

""2.'is6"' 

532" 

IS 

IZ 

2:022:103 

288.747.30 
372.753.13 

il:ti 

96,169.70 
166,730.87 

99,611.70 
179,223.87 

1,613,440 
2,574,080 

Yuma  

1,447 

3,522 

516,300 

633.000 

1,013 

1,260 

1,156,532 

304,600.45 

4,617 

49,330.55 

63,847.66 

1,514,880 

Totals 

29,394 

2,144,617 

242,626 

8,683,999 

14,128,307 

63,445 

163,089 

507,799 

46.841 

276,846 

13.776 

137,071 

151,346 

26,490,146 

12,863,953.05 

10,271,955 

3,113,606.95 

13.611,469" 

26.997,020.96 

66,341,120 

' Includes  natural  hay 
'  Suburban   land. 
'  Includes  fruit 
•  Includes  non-bearing 


nd  natural  hay  l«n 
orchard  and  1 

ibie  of  irrigal 


'  Includes  300 
•Includes  48  91 
» Net  national  J 


'f  the  Rocky   Mountain  National    Park   in   Larimer  count] 
Grand  ounty. 
the  Colorado  National  Monument. 


■  Mesa  Verde  National  Park  i 
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COUNTY 


Adams     . . . 
Alamosa    . 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca    

Bent    

Boulder    

Chaffee     

Cheyenne    . . . 
Clear    Creek. 

Conejos    

Costilla    

Crowley    

Custer    

Delta    

Denver    

Dolores    

Doug-las   

Eagle    

Elbert    

El  Paso   


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  . . . 
Gunnison 


Hinsdale    — 
Huerfano    ... 

Jackson    

Jefferson    ... 

Kiowa    

Kit    Carson.. 

Lake    

Da  Plata  .... 

Larimer   

Las   Animas. 

Lincoln   

Logan    


Mesa    

Mineral    ... 

Moffat    

Montezuma 
Montrose  .. 
Morgan     . . . 

Otero    

Ouray     


Park    

Phillips    .... 

Pitkin    

Prowers    

Pueblo     

Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt    


Saguache  . 
San  Juan  . 
San  Miguel 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit     

Teller    


Washington 
Weld    


Yuma 


State 66,341,120 


Area, 
Acres 


807,680 
500,000 
538,880 
780,800 

1,633,280 
975,360 
488,960 

693,120 
1,137,280 
249,600 
714,960 
810,000 
560,800 
478,080 

768,640 

37,120 

667,520 

540,800 

1,036,800 
1,188,480 
1,357,440 

996,480 

1,988,480 

84,480 

1,194,240 

2,034,560 

621,440 
960,000 

1,044,480 
536,320 

1,150,720 
1,381,760 

237,440 
1,184,640 
1,682,560 
3,077,760 
1,644,800 
1,166.080 

2,024,320 
554,240 
3,033,600 
1,312,640 
1,448,960 
823,040 

762,080 
332,160 

1,415,680 

440,320 

652,160 

1,043,200 

1,557,120 

2,062,720 

574,720 

1,425,280 

2,005,120 
289,920 
824,. 320 
339,840 
415,360 

350,080 

1,613,440 
2,574,080 

1.514.880 


Patented 
Land, 
Pet. 


86.12 
60.88 
90.25 
35.24 

50.77 
24.47 
54.37 

14.50 
87.12 
23.41 
30.53 
91.80 
34.87 
45.68 

27.78 

96.31 

4.56 

69.54 

9.85 
86.49 
68.94 

24.25 

12.03 
37.08 
16.86 


3.31 
38.41 

20.58 
61.00 

74.12 
89.32 

29.13 
25.57 
36.86 
32.36 
75.46 
72.64 

16.32 
5.32 
6.31 
15.01 
18.89 
64.32 

36.77 
36.47 

17.91 
89.73 
13.00 
56.13 
49.74 


31.26 
27.27 

21.65 

8.98 

14.65 

18.46 

6.85 

42.61 

75.93 
78.56 

76.35 


39.93 


Homestead 
Land, 
Pet. 


12.07 
0.03 


3.47 
5.42 
0.15 

10.36 
0.14 
8.14 

26.38 


1.43 
5.85 

31.83 


13.35 
0.39 

24.14 
0.06 
0.38 

3.61 

48.06 
13.64 
10.40 
27.64 

18.58 
7.66 

22.89 
1.75 

0.34 
0.35 

3.53 
8.08 
2.79 
7.30 
0.32 
0.41 

47.30 


56.99 
4.75 

45.00 
0.26 

4.60 
8.14 

18.24 
0.13 
8.11 
1.42 
0.12 

65.25 
18.10 
13.81 

22.17 


39.24 
0.08 
2.41 

9.39 

0.28 
0.48 

0.30 


15.48 


National 

Forests, 

Pet. 


6.32 

50.84 

25.97 
61.11 

59.14 
37.95 

33.63 
30.15 

46.57 
27.61 

57.20 

10.02 

6.65 

27.12 
47.81 
44.72 
55.49 

82.55 
12.28 

37.96 
14.39 


67.22 

31.50 

37.49 

8.91 


24.50 

93.57 

1.24 

17.13 

21.88 


40.44 

45.28 


78.29 


2.28 

16.88 
40.85 
38.81 

43.81 
69.05 
20.60 


69.43 
20.97 


19.97 


State 
Land, 
Pet. 


3.16 
9.02 
2.74 
2.36 

4.74 

14.56 

1.75 

2.74 
4.64 
1.86 


11.42 

2.89 


1.85 
1.36 
1.67 

1.78 

7.09 

14.11 

5.85 


1.99 
5.03 
0.98 

1.47 
4.73 

4.53 
3.40 

6.76 

4.48 

0.96 
1.24 
4.42 
4.66 

7.77 
12.13 

0.01 
0.17 
6.25 

2.48 


7.00 

15.28 
1.01 

6.71 
3.81 
0.30 
5.32 
14.14 


3.49 
5.11 

4.82 
2.60 
2.02 
6.92 
0.08 

3.09 

5.90 
6.48 

3.26 


Unclassi- 
fied as  to 
Ownership, 
Pet. 


10.72 

20.73 

6.98 

2.27 

41.02 
55.56 
17.76 

21.29 
5.10 
7.50 


8.20 
52.28 
11.95 

10.24 

1.84 

34.16 

.79 

7.03 
6.36 
6.55 

69.64 

12.79 


22.99 
6.61 

4.09 
36.92 

14.07 
19.46 

18.78 
5.85 


33.61 
18.44 
46.77 
16.45 
14.82 

11.87 
0.94 
29.21 
60.63 
14.23 
28.42 

43.35 
13.94 

11.86 
6.33 
0.30 
37.13 
33.72 

9.07 
6.30 
15.00 

7.55 
19.37 
23.50 
74.54 
21.13 

23.94 

17.89 
14.48 


19.93 


Cultivated 

Area, 
1919,  Pet. 


23.49 
3.97 

16.56 
1.70 

3.47 

5.61 

16.64 

1.68 
4.26 
0.18 
7.44 
5.65 
5.96 
1.49 

5.93 


8.09 

L64 
11.47 
8.91 

1.79 

1.75 
0.71 
1.38 
0.55 


4.54 

0.05 
7.80 

3.38 
13.03 

0.01 
3.51 
6.38 
2.25 
8.25 
34.79 

2.36 
0.06 
1.23 
2.43 
4.38 
23.30 

9.47 
1.41 


37.52 
1.83 

11.04 
5.66 

l.ld 
5.20 
4.29 

0.51 


0.28 

24.58 

1.29 

2.23 

20.25 
22.69 

6.92 


The  acreages  in  the  different  classes  of  land  given  here  are  found  in  the  large  table  opposite 
page  188,  with  the  exception  of  the  cultivated  area,  which  is  found  in  the  table  on  page  181. 

The  column  headed  "Unclassified  as  to  Ownership"  includes  national  parks  and  monuments  and 
government    land    withdrawn    from    entry. 
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COUNTY 

COUNTYSEAT 

Railway 

Distance 

From  Denver. 

Miles 

Population  of  Countyseat 

1910 

1919 

Adams    

Brighton    

19 
252 

850 
3,013 
1,373 

669 

2  500 

Ala-mosa, 

Alamosa    . . 

4,000 

1,800 

800 

Arapahoe                    

Littleton    

Archuleta    

Pagosa  Springs 

Springfield*    

421 

285 

201 

27 

176 
177 
50 
281 
248 
169 
210 

373 

Baca     ...        

500 

Bent  

2,008 
9,539 

1,041 
270 
950 

3,000 
19  500 

Boulder 

Boulder    

Chaffee  

Buena  Vista 

1.000 

Cheyenne   

Cheyenne  Wells 

Georgetown    

500 

Clear  Creek 

900 

Conejos    

353 

Costilla 

San  Luis* 

700 

Ordway    

705 
250 

2.38S 

213,381 

368 

365 

383 

1,500 
300 

Custer    

Silver    Cliff 

Delta   

Delta    

3,000 
270,000 

Denver    

Denver    

Dolores 

Rico  

443 
32 

294 
46 
75 

160 

284 

45 

109 

288 

351 

171 

256 
16 

230 
166 

212 
451 
68 
210 
115 
123 

373 
321 

255 
506 
351 

78 

182 
387 

115 

173 
203 
235 
119 

355 
283 
214 

265 
497 
422 
197 
110 

126 

112 
52 

165 

350 

Doug"las    

Castle   Rock 

460 

Eagle 

Redcliff    

650 

Elbert  

Kiowa*    

135 

El  Paso 

Colorado    Springs . . . 
Canon    Citv 

29,078 

5,162 

2,019 

1,782 

182 

1,026 

405 
2,323 

162 
2.477 

38,000 

5.500 

2  400 

Garfield   

Glenwood    Springs.. 
Central    City 

Gilpin   

1,100 

Grand    

Sulphur    Springs.... 
Gunnison    

100 

Gunnison    

1  500 

Hinsdale 

Lake    Citv 

450 

3,800 
300 

Jackson 

Walden     

Jefferson    

Golden    

2,500 
350 

Kiowa  

Eads   

Kit  Carson 

Burlington     

368 

1,508 
4,686 
8,210 
10,204 
343 
3,044 

7,754 

741 

392 

565 

3.254 

2,800 

4,154 
1,644 

265 
659 

1.8,34 

2,977 

44,395 

807 

840 

1,227 

620 

2,153 

1,756 

962 

834 

6,206 

647 
8,179 

1.000 

1  000 

Lake    ...     . 

Leadville     

6,000 

La    Plata 

Durango 

5  000 

Larimer 

Fort    Collins 

15,000 

Trinidad     

15,000 

Hugo    

1,200 

Logan 

Sterling   

7,694 

Mesa    

Grand   Junction 

Creede    

9,000 

Mineral    . 

800 

Moffat   

Craig    

1.250 

Montezu  mu 

Cortez    

565 

Montro.se 

Montro.se    

4.000 

Fort   Morgan 

4.500 

Otero  

La  Junta 

7,000 

Ouray 

Ouray     

1,500 

Park    

Fairplav    

265 

Phillips 

Holyoke   

1,100 

Pitkin   

Aspen     

1,400 

Prowers 

Lamar    

4,000 

Pueblo     

65,000 

Rio    Blanco 

Meeker    

970 

Del   Norte 

1,000 

Routt 

Steamboat    Springs. 
Saguache*    

2,000 

Saguaclie   

1,000 

San  Juan 

Silverton     

1.600 

Telluride   

1.740 

Sedgwick 

.lulesburg    

1  200 

Summit   .. 

Breckenridge   

Cripple   Creek 

Akron     

1.000 

Teller  ... 

3.500 

Wa.shington 

1.200 

Weld    

Greeley   

13,000 

Yuma 

Wniy    

1.500 

*Not  directly  on  a  railroad. 
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FUBI^l 

C  SCHC 

»OI.S,   TEACHERS   AKD 

SAI.ABIES 

Schools 

TEACHERS 

1          AVERAGE   SALARY   PER   MONTH 

COUNTY 

Total 

Male 

Female 

In  High 
Schools 

In  One 
Teacher 
Schools 

In  T\vo 
Teacher 
Schools 

Til  Tliree  or 

More 

Teacher 

Schools 

Adams    . 

80 
14 
52 
24 
91 
50 
63 

27 
60 
10 
29 
16 
22 
16 

26 
68 
10 
34 

31 
92 
86 

56 

45 
14 
17 
32 

4 
65 

10 
56 

43 
97 

20 

62 

67 

144 

130 

104 

50 
10 
35 
34 
46 
77 

51 
19 

30 
39 
19 

66 
88 
27 
21 
65 

26 
2 
24 
26 
13 

25 
116 
230 
118 

118 
47 
92 
31 

100 
86 

221 

65 
60 
34 
58 
32 
52 
17 

121 

1,248 

12 

44 

46 
105 
142 

154 

85 
20 
20 
48 

13 
116 

64 
120 

57 
105 
234 
300 
132 
191 

200 
18 
50 
59 
112 
153 

189 
26 

36 

59 
37 
140 
385 
37 
61 
80 

52 
16 
47 
48 
21 

80 
131 
474 
151 

7 

6 

6 

1 

15 

11 

28 

6 
8 
6 
6 
8 
9 
2 

15 
130 

■■■■3" 

4 

7 

16 

15 

8 
1 
2 
3 

1 
8 

iS 

16 
8 

5 

7 
27 
37 
11 
20 

12 

2 

6 

7 
10 
17 

29 
5 

2 

4 

5 
20 
33 

5 

9 

5 

7 
2 
3 
2 
3 

IS 
5 
43 
14 

111 
41 

82 
27 
85 
75 
193 

59 
52 
27 
23 
24 
43 
15 

106 

1,118 

12 

41 

42 

98 

126 

139 

77 
19 
18 
45 

6 
98 

12 
106 

48 
112 

52 
98 
207 
263 
121 
171 

188 
16 
44 
52 
102 
136 

160 
19 

34 

55 
32 
120 
352 
32 
52 
75 

45 
14 
44 
26 
18 

67 
12G 
431 
137 

$103.40 
103.35 
80.00 
96.00 

$  62.48 
75.00 
63.50 
63.91 
55.00 
58.93 
68.59 

65.00 
61.00 
70.00 
67.50 
67.50 
62.00 
52.50 

69.08 

$  71.69 
85.00 

77.00 
81.25 
68.00 
75.42 
50.36 

82.50 
67.50 

$76.35 
91.18 
78.00 
83.90 

Alamosa    

Arapahoe    

Archuleta    

Baca    

Bent     

104.50 
103.58 

115.00 
107.90 

84.20 
117.00 

97.00 
104.25 

80  45 

Boulder    

80  85 

Chaffee    

75.00 

Cheyenne     

67.50 
80.00 

70.00 
66.84 
62.50 
72.50 

71.00 

Costilla    

70.00 

Crowley     

Custer 

78.00 

Delta   

97.15 
116.71 
111.11 
126.00 

113.85 

92.50 

105.29 

96.22 

94.45 
115.30 
115.00 
150.00 

110.00 
95.00 

"m'.ob" 

72.60 

Denver     . 

85  14 

Dolores    

150.00 
59.60 

66.87 
64.00 
64.44 

59.92 

66.58 
65.50 
74.27 
72.91 

58.33 
63.10 

65.00 
66.00 

93  66 

Douglas    

Eagle  

76.00 

75.00 
76.25 
84.01 

75.50 

78.00 
85.00 
79.16 
90.00 

79.00 
86.95 

Elbert             

73  33 

El  Paso 

82.22 

Fremont    

Garfield   .... 

80.00 
77  00 

Gilpin    

80.00 

Grand    

Gunnison    

Hinsdale     

88.95 
65.00 

Huerfano     

Jackson     

Jefferson    

73.00 

■■■67."66" 
■■■65."66" 

73.07 
75.00 
75.76 
80.00 
100.00 
89.00 

75.00 
85.00 

80.50 

83.33 
75.00 

Kit   Carson 

Lake    ...          .... 

97.77 

100.49 
95.00 
101.64 
121.84 
110.70 
95.00 

110.00 
110.00 
72.50 
106.00 
108.44 
107.26 

104.98 
142.09 

107.50 

85.18 

102.00 

103.35 

65.00 

76.25 
71.00 
61.72 
65.00 
56.00 
70.00 

70.00 
95.00 
62.50 
65.00 
66.67 
62.09 

65.07 

78.00 
69.15 

La  Plata 

92.50 

Larimer    

Las    Animas  — 
Lincoln    

73.49 

85.00 
74.03 

110.00 

Mesa    

75.00 

Mineral    

112.00 

Moffat 

Montezuma  

Montrose    

Morgan    

70.00 
74.56 
71.35 

75.43 
69.44 

65.00 
70.00 

75.00 
74.89 
79.18 

Otero    

80.54 

Ouray 

86  23 

Park 

50.00 
62.46 
70.00 
62.70 

Phillips 

76.37 

Pitkin 

80.25 

67.50 

76.27 

Rio   Blanco 

Rio    Grande 

Routt    

119.15 
103.25 
98.00 

105.00 
136.04 
110.00 
116.00 
85.00 

12s. 50 
110.(K» 
100.00 
113.00 

63.19 
65.00 
70.00 

71.00 
80.00 
80.00 
60.00 
70.00 

66.80 
55.00 
66.00 
70.00 

73  33 

68.75 
75.00 

75.00 
90.00 
100.00 

'"si'.to" 

75.00 

79.33 
82.00 

Saguache    

San    Juan 

San     Miguel 

Sedgwick    

Summit    

85.00 
92.22 
90.00 

■"75.'66"' 

Teller    

70.00 

Washington     ... 
Weld    

76.25 

70.00 
99.00 

75.00 

120.00 

Totals 

3.124 

7,165 

737 

6,369 

$106.45 

$68.84 

$  76.20 

$  80.92 

The  discrepancies  between  the  total  number  of  teachers  and  the  number  of  male  and  female 
teacherH  combined  are  due  to  the  fact  that  the  full  quota  of  teachers  was  not  employed  in  some  of 
the   counties   when   the   reports   were   made. 
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aiGH  SCHOOI.S,   CONSOI.IDATED  AND   cz:irrBAi.izi:D   SCaOOZiS 


COUNTY 


Adams    . . . 
Alamosa 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca  . . 
Bent  ... 
Boulder 


Chaffee   

Cheyenne   ... 
Clear   Creek. 

Conejos   

Costilla    

Crowley    

Custer 


Delta  ... 
Denver  . 
Dolores 
Douglas 

E^agle  ... 
Elbert  .. 
El  Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  ... 
Gunnison 


Hinsdale 
Huerfano 


Jackson  . 
Jefferson 


Kiowa   

Kit   Carson. 


Lake   

La  Plata 

Larimer    — 

Lincoln  

Las  Animas. 
Logan    


Mesa  

Mineral    

Moffat   

Montezuma 
Montrose  . , 
Morgan  


Otero 
Ouray 


Park  .... 
Phillips 
Pitkin   .. 
Prowers 
Pueblo  .. 


Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt    


Saguache  . . 
San  Juan... 
San  Miguel. 
Sedgwick  .. 
Summit    


Teller 


Washington 
Weld 


Yuma  

Totals. 


HIGH  SCHOOLS 


Four 
Years 


165 


Three 
Years 


16 


Two 
Years 


One 
Year 


75 


Consoli- 
dated 
Schools 


Centralized 
Schools 
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COIiORADO   BAJTK  STATISTICS 


COUNTY 


DECEMBER  31,  1917 


DECEMBER  31,  1918 


Loans  and 
Discounts 


Deposits 


Loans  and 
Discounts 


Deposits 


Total 

Assets 


Adams    . . . 
Alamosa 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca  . . . 
Bent  ... 
Boulder 


Chaffee    

Cheyenne     ... 
Clear    Creek. 

Conejos     

Costilla     

Crowley    

Custer    


Delta   .... 
Denver 
Dolores    . 
Douglas 

Eagle  . . . 
Elbert  .. 
El    Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield 

Gilpin   

Grand     ... 
Gunnison 

Hinsdale 
Huerfano 

Jackson 
Jefferson 


Kiowa    

Kit  Carson. 


Lake    

La    Plata 

Larimer    

Las    Animus. 

Lincoln    

Logan     


Mesa    

Mineral     ... 
Moffat     .... 
Montezuma 
Montrose 
Morgan     ... 


Otero 
Ouray 


Park  , . . 
Phillips 
Pitkin  . 
Prowers 
Pueblo 


Rio  Blanco. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt    


Saguache 
San     Juan... 
San    Miguel. 
Sedgwick     .. 
Summit     


Teller 


Washington 
Weld    


745,067.48 
833.217.26 
995,298.27 
360,145.01 

265,609.02 

852,682.48 

4,564,438.07 

692,946.48 

2%,073.38 

367,392 

615,783.10 

228.550.^ 

506,170.34 

118,525.80 

1,507,538.13 
73,961.880.52 


I    1,351,591.99 

1,298,866.00 

1,319,530.(M 

429,941.14 

344,231.92 
1.165.0i7.52 
7.106.239.31 

1,519,923.81 
339.716.20 
800.642.23 
728,480.43 
300.821.57 
618.095.61 
393,275.25 

2,268.761.85 
123,154,164.07 


$        972,602.66 

903,747.62 

1,103,891.03 

340,283.00 

333.240.10 

962,651.10 

4,837,792.08 

577,175.17 
198,026.42 
311,032.85 
451.137.17 
244.865.32 
626.660.78 
93.709.70 

1.612,5W.63 
75,339,094.74 


5    1,595,935.90 

1,236.277.20 

1.695,229.83 

358,690.69 

435,803.86 
1,120,693.11 
7.225,851.93 

1.501.537.94 
213.419.58 
759,726.64 
767,219.19 
255, 713.  (M 
879,489.26 
291,469.6' 

2,414,780.21 
122,969,578.99 


$    1,804,996.81 

1,495,783.02 

1.958.893.14 

435,858.09 

500.034.40 
1.423.401.79 
9,333.275.44 

1.771,964.61 

250.686.71 

1.114.287.50 

881.787.75 

341.750.86 

1.099.377.58 

339.607.03 

3,093.890.88 
141,383,924.38 


396,575.81 

329,153. 
573,100.29 
9,505,009.89 

1,837,398.23 

1.829.153.76 

84,369.06 

175,865.09 

508,7M.06 


528,385.64 

581,177.62 

773,753.89 

15,098,322.09 

2,910,736.70 

2,497,392.77 
416,039.51 
279,003.84 

1,071.542.74 


402,843.00 

502.246.14 

630,423.67 

9,607,916.94 

1,903,465.93 

1,647,551.01 

59,319.20 

162,006.35 

568.611.09 


578.265.76 

630.195.86 

863.991.17 

15.073,411.40 

2,760,979.40 

2,427,733.87 
387,548.25 
319,851.84 

1,135,571.26 


684,324.66 

775,596.01 

988,767.67 

18,219.264.30 

3.263,969.14 

3,287,895.63 

487,846.69 

361,715.16 

1,423,566.97 


Yuma 


845,471.63 

413,177.63 
629.176.93 

205,552.85 
907,533.99 

464,497.94 
1,418,904.29 
6,248.789.25 
3.701,384.30 
1.026,351 
2.863,014.67 

2,222,469.24 

48,039.20 

.554,151.41 

832,872.43 

1,867,262.93 

2,426,218.71 

2,214,593.30 
263,461.06 

40,258.75 

1,401,942.21 

213,098.36 

1,615.737.50 

6,800,706.91 

,565,844.15 
1,347,200.64 
1,125,848.48 

728,197.45 
.308.624.60 
704.319.44 
6,30,C61.:jX 
1.37.628.0;} 

1,005.080.87 

729,575.93 
7,177,620.50 

1,481.185.95 


1,575.267.33 

454,254.53 
1,000,883.63 

244,330.11 
1,021,183.31 

2,640.782 
2,426.404 
7.236.280.64 
6.330.601.10 
983.641.69 
3.613.907.38 

3.558.038.09 
94.631.39 
684.568.24 
1.279.866.15 
2.565.709.12 
2.859.779.23 

3,192.33L57 
468,313.90 

2L5,406.20 
1.267.696.32 

582.090.90 

2.017.467.92 

19.117.599.63 

696,403.68 
1. 806. 478. 76 
1,471,289.25 

845.006.94 
591,062.41 
1.354.1.59.39 
9:«).220.43 
272,506.62 

3,566.104.43 

819.906.57 
10.023.067.86 

2,012.290.28 


732,979.30 

378,461.87 
612.507.95 

577.735.03 
1.045,783.71 

464,900.12 
1,669,275 
6,796,658.67 
3.398.975.74 

939.916.28 
3.957.256.11 

2.439.192.44 

75.603.95 

594.764.86 

785.392.45 

1.671.848.13 

2.436,084.74 

2.385.579.97 
228.572.38 

34.166.30 

1.455,157.31 

232,967.88 

1,562.750.64 

7.335.911.43 

617.742.93 
1.327.026.59 
1,721,886.61 

819.133.20 
263,757.10 
744,731.30 
696,775.83 
153,139.54 

1.505,781.68 

964.046.48 
7.885.659.71 

1.728.600.41 


1.272.130.75 

357.311.13 
1.118,402.50 

489.849.99 
1.163.354.33 

2.428.187.05 
2.735.410.05 
7.611.221.41 
6.545.526.59 
1,036,477.00 
3,280,928.31 

4,001,990.44 
113.487.90 
727.291.50 
1.434,809.72 
2,302.084.50 
2.786,787.44 

3,879,991.42 
470,260.07 

205,994.50 
1.374.006.88 

578.596.04 

2.081.932.71 

16.965.727.94 

812.04095 
1.622.932.30 
1.420.959.58 

792.033.03 
496.2il.36 
1,270.0;{5.21 
814,655.18 
293,607.49 

2,897.366.23 

936, 198.. 34 
9.999.381. S5 

1,670.874.28 


1.440,064.19 

488.097.82 
1.362.038.37 

733.816.14 
1.443,428.47 

2,902,289.38 
3.361,795.20 
10,130,026.62 
7,679,268.22 
1,382,058.11 
5,019,817.08 

4,646,677.49 
128,744.72 
927.680.00 
1,725,388.77 
2,893.916.61 
3.659.811.32 

4.792.531.78 
549.883.42 

254.461.33 
1.901.002.33 

622.927.67 

2.568,995.37 

19.284.214.07 

951.887.49 
1.951.760.62 
1.714,564.83 

1.149.316.94 

589.080.29 

1,. 563, 965. 89 

1,0.59.080.92 

321.752.05 

3.258.043.83 

1.332.590.97 
12.881.880.60 

2.386.940.33 


Totals... 


$157, 317. 092. 69 


$257,115,163.39 


$164,633,522.32 


$255,887,031.82 


$306,782,264.46 
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COUNTY 


Adams    . . . 
Alamosa    . 
Arapahoe 
Archuleta 


Baca  .. 
Bent  ... 
Boulder 


Chaffee   

Cheyenne    ... 
Clear    Creek. 

Conejos    

Costilla    

Crowley    

Custer    


Delta    ... 
Denver   . 
Dolores 
Douglas 

Eagle  . . 
Elbert  .. 
El   Paso. 


Fremont 

Garfield  . 
Gilpin  ... 
Grand  ... 
Gunnison 

Hinsdale 
Huerfano 

Jackson  . 
Jefferson 


Kiowa    

Kit    Carson. 


Lake    

La  Plata 

Larimer     

Las  Animas. 

Lincoln    

Logan    


Mesa    

Mineral    

Moffat    

Montezuma 
Montrose  . . 
Morgan     


Otero 
Ouray 


Park    .... 
Phillips 
Pitkin    .. 
Prowers 
Pueblo    . 


Rio  Blanco.. 
Rio  Grande. 
Routt     


Saguache  .. 
San  Juan... 
San  Miguel 
Sedgwick  . . 
Summit    


Teller 


Washington 
Weld    


State 
Highways 

(Mileage) 


Yuma    

Totals. 


93.25 

64.50 

56.09 

102.00 

91.75 
41.65 
92.75 

99.50 
96.00 
36.50 

148.25 
65.25 
32.50 

103.50 

122.50 

'42.' 50 
140.80 

104.25 
64.70 
219.. 30 

135.00 

121.25 

33.25 

196.75 

225.50 

60.00 
126.00 

1.34.00 
126.20 

97.00 
137.37 

.54.. 50 
104.75 
207.50 
150.50 
207.75 
135.25 

1.35.75 
80.00 
184.50 
102.25 
174.25 
110.00 

80.63 
58.75 

191.. 50 

.55.00 

59.00 

173.75 

161.25 

123.00 
106.. 50 
169.00 

150.50 
51.00 
92.25 
47.50 
59.. 50 

72.50 

128.75 
289.25 

156.00 


Total 
Highways 
(Mileage) 


,083.49 


673 
564 
378 
208 

117 
506 
620 

325 

164 
110 
327 
126 
346 
351 

875 

ioo 

516 

270 
1,700 

2,000 

460 

510 
124 


573 


225 
575 


305 
6^4 


1,076 

165 
1,000 
1,500 
1,000 

600 
1,042 

2,200 

98 

550 

.500 

1,009 

1,000 

775 
202 

.T76 
314 
193 
806 
1,890 

400 
350 
456 

1,.575 
125 
319 
216 
214 

186 

1,760 
3.101 

.542 


Amt.  Spent  bv 

State  on  State 

Highways 


40.067 


$  82,108 
13,610 
7,937 
6,933 

1,922 

9,484 

27,362 

13,502 
6,575 
8,273 
3,913 
6,522 
2,267 
5,005 

7,935 


5,299 
19,264 

2,786 
6,468 
27,175 

30,607 

9,118 
4,943 
4,318 
8,153 

3,884 
18,988 

1,441 
109,291 

5,485 
8,350 

7,055 
8,712 
37,814 
21,229 
11,185 
12.590 

14,745 
2,506 
13,371 
14,204 
8,525 
8,944 

10,082 
8,377 

7,000 
8,004 
3,600 
7,315 
23,000 

1,732 

2,110 

11,403 

16,500 
9,276 
4,662 
3,364 
9.466 

13,560 

4,000 
58.017 

7.600 


Amt.  Spent  by 
Counties  on 
All  Highways 


$838,866 


.55,181 
17,607 
27,253 
14,372 

7,536 
21,808 
91,349 

20,426 
16,694 
29,752 
23,601 
19,572 
11,303 
6,389 

41,878 

43,551 

.3,165 

23,122 

23,169 

33,099 

115,154 

55,588 

123,950 
11,811 
12,295 
34,064 

4,101 
34,064 

10,673 
59,312 

5,238 
30,198 

9,260 
41,421 

111,078 
59,872 
23,455 

120,510 

63,235 
7,431 
40,832 
41,627 
42,130 
75,512 

59,041 
18,494 

34,559 
10,379 
19,123 
40,486 
94,920 

16,281 
21,842 
47,293 

24,699 
14,734 
29,462 
12,046 
19,598 

38,168 

28,969 
241,980 

27,, 520 


$2,463,232 


Total 

Amount 

Spent 


$  137,289 
31,217 
35,190 
21,306 

9,458 

31,292 

118,711 

33,928 
23,269 
38,025 
37,514 
26,094 
13,570 
11,394 

49,813 

43,551 

8,464 

42,386 

25,955 

39,567 

142,329 

86,195 

133,068 
16,754 
16,613 
42,217 

7,985 
53,052 

12,114 
168,603 

10,723 
38,548 

16,315 
50,133 

148,892 
81,101 
34,640 

133,100 

77,980 
9,937 
54,203 
55,831 
50,655 
84,456 

69,123 

26,871 

41,559 
18,383 
22,723 
47,801 
117,920 

18,013 
23,952 
58,6% 

41,199 
24,010 
34,124 
15,410 
29,064 

51,728 

32,969 
299,997 

35,120 


$3,302,098 
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AT7TOMOBII.X:    XiICENSZIS    ISSUED,    SZiVENXTES    AND    I.ICENSX:    ITTJMBERS, 

BT   COnNTIES 


Licenses 
Issued 
191S 

Revenue  From 

Motor  Vehicle 

Licenses 

191S 

LICENSE   NUMBERS,    1919 

COUNTY 

Resident 
( )\vners 

Visitors 

1,663 
633 

1,340 
146 

834 

993 

3,791 

r>49 
442 
149 
482 
265 
699 
119 

1,002 
22.069 

$    5.970.48 

2.(^.96 

4,624.85 

674.09 

2,245.61 
3,277.71 
15,000.05 

2,227.58 
1,203.98 

697.78 
1,572.72 

906.86 
2,376.41 

498.14 

3,833.85 
87,103.01 

101001—102800 
104001-104900 
106001-107300 
110001-110300 

111001—111900 
113001—114300 
116001—121000 

125001—125800 
127001-127500 
128001-128400 
129001—129600 
131001—131400 
132001-132900 
134001-134150 

135001-136500 
1-  23000 

10901—10950 

Alamosa    

10951—11000 

11001    11060 

Archuleta    

11051—11100 

Baca  

11101 — 11150 

Bent   .  .     . 

11151    11200 

Boulder    

11201—11275 

Chaffee 

11276—11300 

Cheyenne       

11301—11325 

Clear   Creek 

11326—11350 

Conejos 

11351—11400 

Costilla    

11401—11425 

11436—11450 

Custer  

11451—11475 

Delta    

11476—11550 

Denver 

3501—  7000 

551 

193 

840 
4,859 

1.522 

757 

58 

152 

335 

25 
899 

174 
1,516 

470 
1,146 

275 

667 

4,127 

1,948 

928 

2.338 

1,497 
79 

:m 

388 
1.130 
2,362 

2.250 
155 

156 
1.238 

124 
1.642 
4,264 

255 

1,108 

556 

497 

60 

185 

558 

79 

469 

1,418 
7.789 
2.317 

1,797.77 

793.31 

2,810.00 

20,764.72 

5,878.12 

2,841.13 
215.30 
558.88 

1,240.90 

64.59 
3,266.46 

633.20 

5,277.70 

1,403.25 
3,903.18 

1.257.71 

2,718.58 
17,254.86 
7,399.02 
3,115.51 
8,984.76 

6,008.84 
265.14 
1,112.23 
1,551.27 
4,214.11 
8,583.17 

8,588.78 
626.76 

592.43 
4,379.12 

544.49 
5,302.84 
17,778.16 

1,007.55 
4,060.20 
2,315.08 

1,640.09 
264.77 
8»4.84 

1.760.37 
360.36 

2.133.56 

4.392.35 

30.304.09 

7,692.24 

$342,796.87 

138001—138600 

140001—140300 
141001—141900 
50001-  57000 

143001-145000 

146001—147000 
148001-148250 
149001-149260 
150001—150500 

152001-152200 
153001—154000 

155001-155250 
156001—158000 

160001-160000 
162001—163300 

164001-164500 
165001—166000 
167001-172000 
176001-178500 
180001-181000 
182001—184500 

186001-187800 
189001—189150 
190001-190400 
191001-191500 
192001—193200 
195001-198000 

200001-203600 
205001-205250 

206001—206300 
207001-208250 
209001-209300 
210001—210800 
loom.-  75000 

212001—212300 
213001-214200 
216001-216600 

217001-217500 
218001—218150 
219001—219250 
220001-222000 
222001     222220 

223001-223750 

226001—227700 
80001-  88000 
230001—232500 

11551—11575 

Eagle   

11576—11600 

Elbert    

11601—1165(1 

El   Paso 

7001—10500 

Fremont 

11651 — 11700 

Garfield    

11701-11800 

Gilpin    . 

11801 — 1182') 

Grand    

11826—11850 

Gunnison    

11851—11900 

Hinsdale   

11901—11910 

Huerfano    

11911—11950 

11951—11975 

Jefferson                          

11976—12025 

Kiowa  

12026—12050 

Kit   Carson              

12051—12100 

12101—12125 

La  Plata.       .          

12126—12150 

Lari  mer    

12151—12300 

12301—12500 

12501—12550 

LrOgran    

12551—12650 

Mesa                                     .   . 

12651—12750 

Mineral    

12751—12775 

Moffat     

12776—12825 

Montezuma                              .      . 

12826—12850 

Montrose    

12851-12875 

Morgan    

12876—12900 

Otero    

12901—12926 

Ouray    

12926—12950 

Park   

12951—12975 

Phillips    

12976—13000 

Pitkin    

13001—13026 

13026—13050 

Pueblo    

10501—10700 

Rio   Blanco                          

13051—13075 

Rio  Grande 

13076—13100 

Routt  

13101—1311)0 

13151—13175 

Sfl n  Juan 

13176—13200 

San     Miguel 

13201—13226 

13226—13276 

Summit                               .   . 

13276—13300 

Teller    

13301—13350 

W^ashlngton    

13351—13400 

Weld    

10701—10900 

Yuma        

13401-18600 

Totals 

89.839 
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STATE    X.AJrD    SOI^O    AND    IiEASED    BT    STATE    ItAin>    BOA&O    DUBUrO    TWO 
7EABS  Ein>IlTO  ITOVEMBEB  30,   1918 


COUNTY 

Acres 
Leased 

Biennial 
Rental 

Acres 

Sold 

Purchase 
Price 

Average 

Price  Per 

Acre 

22,887.71 
40,603.86 
14,337.56 
16,964.78 

72,574.26 

115,952.77 

4,738.06 

7,595.83 

31,720.00 

334.96 

52,364.06 

$    4,492.20 
4,649.05 
2,561.25 
2,309.60 

10,924.05 

19,149.40 

1,901.80 

932.40 

4,342.00 

77.05 

10,300.10 

8,278.84 
11.340.29 
4,293.90 

%    109.430.34 

78.967.55 
63,827.50 

I13.20S4 

Alamosa    

Arapahoe    

6.9625 
14.8649 

Ba.oa 

Bent    

Boulder    

7,542.43 
1,507.44 
1,036.00 

30.00 
1,280.00 

80.00 
1,236.79 

72,701.64 
22,266.10 
9,952.00 

450.00 
16,400.00 

400.00 
32,191.96 



9.639 

14.784 
9.606 

Chaffee    

Cheyenne    

15.00 
12.812 

Clear  Creek   

5.00 
26.028 

Costilla     .   . 

Crowley    

Custer    

Delta  

55,009.89 
10,729.43 

6,282.40 
1,808.40 

423.28 

77.00 

3,829.24 
962.50 

9.046 
12.50 

Denver    

600.40 
7,600.00 
9,120.00 

11,822.27 

81,985.17 

186,129.15 

39,232.36 

3,149.70 
2,282.40 
2, 364.. 30 

2,214.30 
13,831.50 
28. 996.. 30 

5.5.38.30 

Dolores   

Dougrlas    

Eag-le  

80.00 
2,103.51 

1,200.00 
23,921.05 

15.00 
11.371 

Elbert    

El   Paso    

9.218.13 
7,079.44 

92.64 

99,874.29 
70,710.32 

463.20 

10.834 
9.988 

5.00 

Garfield    

Gilpin    

Grand    

Gunnison    

Hinsdale    

1,040.00 

50,127.86 

7,747.53 

3,080.00 
41,500.84 

35,450.39 
10.187.71 

63,129.48 

52,258.54 

771.98 
12.964.29 
65,577.04 
132,(H9.16 
127,828.42 
128,537.81 

236.00 
8.241.55 
1.902.40 

500.80 
6.307.40 

5,823.80 
2,137.20 

8,941.70 
8.359.10 

390.50 
2, 780.. 30 
17,582.65 
19.7.>t.l0 
19.563.10 
38.. 347. 15 

318.67 

2.640.00 

75.69 

3,186.70 
20,200.00 
6,281.00 

10.00 
7.613 

82.97 

Huerfano    

Jackson    

Jefferson    

Kiowa    :... 

Kit  Carson    

Lake    

1,269.70 

4,773.069 
1,125.00 

960.00 

8,845.86 

10,722.75 

40,007.85 
12,570.00 

7,040.00 
167,019.94 

8.4.37 

8.381 
11.1T3 

7.333 

18.656 

La   Plata    

560.00 
4.266.20 
3,840.00 
7,135.25 
11,448.00 

3,360.(iO 

101,580.52 

29,656.00 

89,083.02 

273,005.84 

6  00 

Larimer    

23  81 

7  722 

Lincoln    

Log-an     

Mesa   

12.484 
23.847 

Mineral   

320.00 
83,360.73 

■'".36!  295.' 89" 
58,617.80 

93.077.93 
1,601.42 

80,049.95 

16,378.51 

211.99 

57,241.62 

215,117.97 

""is!  205  .'8.3' 
66,629.04 

71,808.77 

85.60 
12,748.20 

""4."  827.' .35' 
15.060.75 

,13,742.75 
332.40 

10,652.60 

7,4.50.10 

3:i.90 

9,563.10 

31,271.55 

"■i4.'783.'95' 
11.730.20 

27,4.55.80 

Moffat    

Montezuma    

8,752.42 

"■  3.' 960.' 516" 

8.091.68 

.310.61 
630.4.33 

1.948.87 
4.714.95 
1,140.19 
1,1.53.00 
3. 084.. 34 

"■4.'282.'92r)' 
2.170.94 

9.382.923 

75,691.76 

43,'7i2.'9r>' 

128,092.98 

11,377.10 
6,3(M.:i3 

21,7-^.10 

152, 115. 4S 

6,562.51 

15,892.49 

26,936.35 

""i66.'97i.'3i' 
14.9;J4.49 

73.291.11 

8.647 
ii  037 

Morgan     

Otero    

15.8-3 
36  628 

Ouray     

10  00 

Park    

1 1  lJ>4 

Phillips     

3"'  OO.H 

Pitkin    

5  74rt 

Prowers     

13  797 

Pueblo     

8  7^>^> 

Rio   Blanco    

Rio    Grande    

Routt      

""24.' 976" 
6  879 

Saguache     

7  81 

San  Juan  

San    Miguel    

7,712.93 
24,367.44 

1,289.60 
*      8,396.70 

3,015.52 

7,150.76 

640.00 

640.00 

21. 603.. 58 
22.971.616 

L5.'403.17 

26.:«7.26 

191,992.90 

5.120.00 

6.400.00 

284. 3.55.  a3 
430.761.48 

218.909.82 

8  75 

Sedgwick     

26  84 

Summit    

S  00 

Teller     

7,383.63 

87.559.89 
160,3L3.34 

52,555.77 

1,787.20 

22,-528.40 
.38,209.00 

15.433.90 

10  0<) 

Washington    

13  162 

Weld     

18,751 
14  211 

Vuma    

Totals 

2,667.354.00 

1516.367.30 

224.005.572 

$3,218,857.75 

$14.37* 

*.\verage. 
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Railway   Distances  From   Denver 


In  the  accompanying  list  only  incor- 
porated towns  are  given,  and  only  dis- 
tances from  Denver,  but  by  reference 
to  the  map  accompanying  this  volume 
it  will  not  be  difficult  to  determine  the 
railroad  distances  between  nearly  all 
important  places  in  the  state.  The 
railroad  given  is  the  road  on  which 
the  town  is  located  or  the  nearest 
road.  If  it  is  on  more  than  one  road 
only  one  is  named  in  most  cases,  being 
that  over  which  the  distance  from  Den- 
ver is  the  shortest.  Which  of  these 
towns  are  countyseats  may  be  deter- 
mined from  the  table  on  page  190.  The 
following  abbreviations  are  used: 

Burlington,  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy;  C.  &  S.,  Colorado  &  Southern; 
C.  C.  Short  Line,  Colorado  Springs  & 
Cripple  Creek  District;  D.  &  R.  G., 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande;  D.,  B.  &  W., 
Denver,  Boulder  &  Western;  D.  &  S. 
L.,  Denver  &  Salt  Lake;  Gt.  W.,  Great 
Western;  Midland,  Colorado  Midland; 
M.  P.,  Missouri  Pacific;  R.  I.,  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific;  Santa  Fe,  Atch- 
ison, Topeka  &  Santa  Fe;  U.  P.,  Union 
Pacific. 

Portions  of  the  Colorado  Midland 
railroad  have  been  temporarily  aban- 
doned and  several  points  whose  rail- 
road distance  from  Denver  is  given 
over  this  road  now  must  be  reached 
over  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande,  the  dis- 
tance being  somewhat  greater. 

Distance. 
Town  Railroad  Miles 

A^ilar C.    &    S 195 

Akron Burlington    112 

Alamosa D.  k  R.  G 252 

Alma C.    &    S 121 

Antonito D.  <fe  R.  G 280 

Aspen Midland    203 

Ault r.     P 63 


Basalt 

Bavfield D.  &  R.  G.* 

Berthoud C.    &    S.  .  .  . 

Blackhawk C.  &  S 

Blanca D.  &  R.  G.  . 

Bonanza D.  k  R.  G.* 

Boulder IT.    P.,    C.   k 

Breckenridge C.    k    S.... 

Brighton V.     P 

Brush Burlington 

Buena    Vista Midland     170 

Burlington R.     1 1  fifi 


Midland     250 

450 

54 

39 

........  24  5 


no 


I),  k  n.  G 

Midland    


Canon  City .  . 
Carhondale.  . 

Castle  Rockf 

Ceflarcdge I),  k  R.  G.* 

Central  City C    k    S 

Center .San    Luis    Central 

Chevenne  Wells.  .  .  C.     P 


160 

27  I 

32 

385 

4  5 

277 

,    177 

Oollbran .Midland    366 


Colorado  Springs  + 

Cortez I),  k   H.  ('..* 

Craig I),    k    S.    I 

Crawford I),   k  R.   C..* 

Croede 1).  k   R.  G 

Crested  Butte I),   k    R.   G 

Creston \).  k  H.  C. 

Cripple  Oreek  .  .  .  .  C.    C.    Short    Line 


75 
506 
25  5 
390 
321 
316 
273 
126 


1  i-iwn 


Railroad 


Distance, 

Miles 


Dacono .U.    P 

DeBeque Midland     . 

Del  Norte D.  &  R.  G. 

Delta I),  k  R.  G. 

Dillon C.    &    S.  .  . 

Dolores D.  &  R.  G. 

Durango D.  &  R.   G. 


25 
340 
283 
373 
120 
4  78. 
451 


Eads M.    P 230 

Kagle D.  &  R.  G 329 


Eaton r.     P 

Eldora D.,  B.  &  W.  . 

Elizabeth C.   &  S 

Empire C.   &   S.*.  .  .  . 

Erie Burlington     .  . 

Estes  Park  J 

Eureka Silveiton     Nor 

Evans I'.    P 


59 
63 
39 
55 
26 
70 
525 
48 


Fairplay C.  &   S 115 

Firestone U.     P 27 

Flagler R.    1 123 

Fleming Burlington     144 


Florence D.  <fc  R. 

Fort  Collins F.     P 

Fort  Lupton F.     P 

Fort  Morgan Jiurlington 

Fountaint 

Fowler Santa    Fe . 

Frederick F.    P 

Frisco C.  &  S .  .  . 

Fruita D.  &;  R.  G. 


15: 


Georgetown C.  &  S 

Gilcrest ['.    P 

Gillett Midland    1 

Glenwood  Spgs .  .  .  .Midland    2 

Golden C.   &  S 

Goldfield C.  C.   Short  Line 1 

Granada Santa  Fe 2 

Granby D.  &  S.  L 

Grand  Junction  .  .  .  Midland     3 

Grand  Vallev Midland    3 

Greeley F.    P 

Green  Mt.  Falls  .  .  .  Midland     

Grover Burlington     1 

Gunnison D.  &  R.  G 2 

Gvpsum D.  &  R.  G 3 


6S 
26 
78 
^8 
L54 
26 
L20 
584 

50 
40 
19 
84 
16 
19 
52 
99 
73 


Hartman Santa  Fe 27  2 

Haxtuh Burlington     156 

Hayden D.  &  S.   L 238 

Holly Santa  Fe 262 

Holyoke Burlington     173 

Hooper D.  &  R.  G 280 

Hotchkiss J).  &  R.  G 398 

Hot  Sulphur  Spgs .  D.  &  S.  L 109 

Hudson Burlington     29 

Hugo r.     P 115 


Idaho  Springs. 

Ignacio 

Iliff 


.C.   &   S 37 

J).   &  R.  (J 426 

F.     P 151 


.Johnstown Ct.    W 

.lulesburg F.     P. 


46 

197 


Kersey F.    P 54 

Kiowa r.  &  S.* 46 

Kremmling IX  &  S.  L 126 

Lafavette Burlington     22 

LaJara I).  &  R.  G 266 

La  Junta Santa    Fe 182 

Lake  City I),   k   R.   (J 351 

Lamar Santa   Fe 235 

LaSalle V.     P 46 

Las  Animas Santa   Fe 201 

LaVeta D.  &  R.   G 190 

Leadville Midland     212 

Limon U.    P.,    R.    1 90 

lyoiigmont J^urlington     3  7 

Louisville .C.   &   S 19 

Loveland C.   &   S 60 

Lyons Burlington     4  8 
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Distance, 
Town  Railroad  Miles 

Manassa J).  &  R.  G.* 276 

Mancos .D.  &  R.  G 491 

Manitou Midland    81 

Manzanola Santa    Fe 163 

Marble Crjstal   River 299 


JNo  railroad  approaches  nearer  than  22  miles 
of  Estes  Park,  which  lies  near  the  east  en- 
trance to  the  Rocky  Mountain  national  park. 
The  distance  given  is  by  way  of  Lyons. 


Mead tit.    W. 

Meeker D.  &  R.  G. 

Merino U,    P 

Milliken .Gt.    W 

Mintum D.  &  R,  G. 

Moffat D.  &  R.  G. 

Monte  Vista D.  &  R.  G. 

Montrose D.  &  R.  G. 

Monumentt 

Morrison ,C.   &  S .  .  . 


New  Castle .Midland    .  . 

Nunn U.    P 

Norwood D.   &  R.   G. 

Nucla D.  &   R.   G. 

Oak  Creek D.  &  S.  L.. 

Olathe D.  &  R.  G. 

Olney  Springs.  .  .  .  M.    P 

Ophir D.  &  R.  G, 

Ordway M.    P 


45 
355 
127 

43 
302 
263 
269 
851 

60 

17 

296 

72 

424 

450 

194 
362 
158 
422 
169 

Otis Burlington 126 

Oiiray O.  &  R.  G 387 

Pagosa  Springs.  .  .  D.  &  R.  G 421 

Palisade Midland     361 

Palmer  Laket 52 

Paonia D.    &   R.    G 406 

Peetz Burlington    148 

Pitkin D.  &  R.  G 315 

Platteville U.  P 35 

Poncha  Springs.  .  .  D.  &  R.  G 220 

Pueblo  t 119 

Red  Cliff D.  &  R.  G 294 

kico U.  &  R.  G 443 

Ridgway D.  &  R.  G 877 

Rifle Midland     310 

Rocky  Ford Santa  Fe 172 

Saguache D.  &  R,  G.* 265 

Salida D.  &  R.  G 215 

Sanford D.  &  R.   G.* 271 

Seibert R.   1 134 

Silt Midland     303 

Silver  Plume C.  &  S 54 

Silver  Cliff D.  &  R.   G.* 210 

Silverton D.  &  R.  G 497 

Simla R.    1 115 

Springfield Santa  Fe» 285 

Steamboat  Spgs.  .  .D.  &  S.  L 214 

St.  Elmo n.   &  S 153 

Steriing Burlington     123 

Sugar  City M.    P 174 

Superior .C.  &  S 20 

Svrink Santa  Fe 177 

Telluride D.  &  R.  O 422 

Trinidadt 210 

Two  Buttes Santa    Fe 285 

Victor C.   C.   Short  Line 119 

VValden C.   W.   &   E 256 

Walsenburg C.   &  S.,  D.  &  R.  G.  .  .  .  171 

Ward D.,    B.    &    W 53 

Wellington wC.    &    S 85 

Westcliffe I).  &   R.   G 209 

Wiley Santa    Fe 233 

Windsor C.    &    S 65 

Wray Burlington     165 


Vamp  a . 
Vuma . 


.n.    &'  S.   L 185 

JBurlington     138 


*Not  directly  on  a  railroad.  The  road  given 
is  the  nearest, 

tThe  Colorado  &  Southern,  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  and  Santa  Fe  railroads  serve  towns  be- 
tween Denver  and  Pueblo  and  the  distance  is 
about  the  same  by  all  lines.  The  two  first 
named  roads  have  direct  lines  from  Denver  to 
Trinidad  and  the  Santa  Fe  route  is  bv  wav  of 
La    Junta. 


ALTITUDES  OF  COLORADO 
MOUNTAINS 

Elevation, 

NAME  COUNTY  Feet 

Achonee   Mountain.  ..  .Grand    12,656 

Adams    Mountain Grand    12,115 

Aetna   Mountain Chaffee    13,800 

Albion  Mountain Boulder    12,596 

Alpine   Peak Clear    Creek 11,525 

Alps    Mountain Clear   Creek 10,508 

Anchor   Mountain Dolores 12,325 

Andrews    Peak Grand    12,564 

Antero,    Mount Chaffee    14.245 

Apache  Peak Boulder-Grand    ...  12,873 

Apiatan   Mountain.  .  .  .Grand    10,888 

Arapahoe    Peak Boulder-Grand   ...  13,506 

Arkansas   Mountain.  .  .Lake    13,797 

Arrow    Peak San    Juan 13,803 

Arthur    Mountain El    Paso 10,805 

Audubon    Mountain.  .  .Boulder 13,223 

Augusta    Mountain.  .  ..Gunnison    12,615 

Avery    Peak Gunnison    12,652 

Axtel  Mountain Gunnison    12,013 


Baker    Mountain Grand    

Bald  Mountain Boulder 

Bald  Mountain Summit 

Bald  Mountain Teller    

Baldy   Mountain Gunnison    

Baldy   Peak Ouray    

Banded    Peak Archuleta    

Baxter  Mountain Costilla 

Bear    Mountain San    Juan 

Beautiful  Mountain.  .  .Mineral    

Beckwith     Mountain ..  Gunnison 

Belleview    Rio   Grande 

Big  Bull  Mountain .  .  .Teller    

Big  Chief   Mountain.  .Teller    

Bison    Peak Park    

Biackhawk   Peak Gilpin     

Blackhawk   Peak Dolores    

Blanca    Peak Costilla-Huerfano- 
Alamosa    .  .  .  .  , 

Bowen  Mountain Grand    

Brass    Mountain Park    

Buck    Mountain Routt -Jackson     .  . 

Buckeye   Peak Lake 

Buckskin  Mountain.  .  .Costilla 

Buffalo  Peak Summit    


Calico   Peak Dolores    

Cameron    Cone El  Paso 

Capitol  Mountain Pitkin    

Cascade   Mountain. .  .  .  Gunnison    

Cascade    Mountain. .  .  .  Grand    

Castle    Peak Gunnison-Pitkin . 

Cement    Mountain.  ..  .Gunnison    

Chama   Peak Archuleta    

Chapin   Mountain Larimer    

Chicago    Peak Huerfano-Costilla. 

Chief    Mountain Clear   Creek.... 

Chimney     Peak Hinsdale-Ouray    . 

Chiquita    Mountain  .  .  .  Larimer    

Cinnamon    Mountain.  .  Gunnison    , 

Cirrus    Mountain Grand    

Clarence  King  Mtn.  .  .Boulder    

Clover  Mountain Chaffee    

Colorado   Mountain  .  ,  .Gilpin , 

Comanche   Peak Boulder    

Cone   Mountain Clear   Creek 

Conejos    Peak Conejos    

Copper    Mountain ....  Summit    

Copper    Mountain.  .  .  .Teller    

Courthouse    Mountain. Hinsdale-Ouray    ., 

Cover   Mountain Park    

Coxcomb  Peak Hinsdale-Ouray   .  , 

Craig    Mountain Grand    

Crested    Butte Gunnison    

Crestone     Peak Saguache    

Crystal  Peak Hinsdale    

Culebra    Peak Costilla-Las 

Animas    

Cumulus  Mountain  .  .  .  Grand  


12,406 
11,470 
13,964 
12,365 
12,809 
10,615 
12,376 
10,629 
12,950 
12,746 
12,371 
12,727 
10,826 
11,220 
12,400 
10,323 
12,687 

14,890 
12,541 
14,163 
11,375 
12,863 
10,512 
13,541 

12,035 
10,705 
13,997 
11,707 
12,320 
14,259 
12,212 
12,027 
13,052 
10,960 
11,710 
11,785 
12,458 
12,270 
12,804 
13,176 
13.000 
10,884 
13,491 
12,230 
13,180 
12,475 
10,226 
12,165 
10,165 
13,663 
12,005 
12,172 
14.233 
12,927 

14,069 
12,724 
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Elevation, 
NAME  COUNTY  Feet 

Dakota    Hill Gilpin    10,930 

Del   Norte   Peak Rio    Grande 12,378 

Dickenson   Mountain.  .Larimer     11,874 

f  I  9    TOO 

Double   Top   Mountain. Gunnison I19'l78 


Dump    Mountain  .  .  .  . 
Dunraven    Mountain. 


.Costilla 10,310 

.Larimer    12,548 


Eagle    Peak Dolores     .  .  .  . 

Echo    Mountain La    Plata.  ... 

Elbert    Mountain Lake    

Electric   Peak Grand    

Elephant    Mountain.  .  .Rio   Grande.. 

Elk  Mountain Mineral    .  .  .  . 

Elk  Mountain Eagle-Summit 

Elliott  Mountain Dolores    .  .  .  . 

Emerson  Mountain.  .  ..La    Plata.  .  .  . 
Emmons    Mountain 
Engineer   Mountain 


Gunnison     .... 

Hinsdale-Ouray- 

San  Juan. . . . 

San  Juan 


Engineer    Mountain 

Eolus    Mountain La    Plata.  .  .  . 

Estes    Cone Larimer    .  .  .  . 

Ethel    Mountain Routt-Jackson 

Evans    Mountain Park-Lake    .. 

Evans    Mountain Clear    Crcok. 

Expectation    Mountain. Dolores    .... 


Fairchild  Mountain.  .  .Larimer    

Fisher    Mountain Mineral     

Fisher   Mountain Grand    

Fletcher   Mountain.  .  ..Summit    

Flora    Mountain Clear  Creek-Gram 

Florida  Mountain La     Plata 

Fox   Mountain Mineral     

Freeman     Peak Jefferson    


Garfield    Mountain. ...  El  Paso 

Garfield    Mountain. .  .  .San  Juan 

Garfield  Peak Gunnison    

Gilpin    Peak Ouray-San    Migui'l. 

Glacier  Peak Summit 

Gothic    Mountain Gunnison 

Grant  Peak San  Juan-San 

Miguel    

Gray   Head San    Miguel 

Grayback    Mountain. .  .Costilla 

Grayrock   Peak San  Juan 

Grays    Peak Clear  Crk. -Summit 

Graystone    Peak San    Juan 

Greenhorn   Mountain.  .Huerfano-Pueblo.  . 

Green   Mountain Jefferson    

Greylock    Mountain .  .  .La    Plata 

Grizzly    Peak La    Plata 

Grizzly    Peak Dolores-San    Juan. 

Hague    Peak Larimer    

Hale    Mountain Grand    

Ilallett    Peak Grand-Larimer     .  . 

Handies    Peak Hinsdale-San   Juan 

Hai-vard,  Mount Chaffee    

Helmet    Peak Montezuma    

Hermosa    Mountain.  .. Dolores-San  Juan. 

ITesperus    Peak Montezuma    

Holy  Cross  Mountain.  .Eagle     

Homestake   Peak Eagle     

Hope    Mountain Mineral    

Horseshoe    Mountain.  .Park-Lake 

Howard    Mountain.  .  .  .Grand    

Humboldt    Peak Custer-Saguache    . 

Hunchback   Mountain. .  San  Juan 


12,105 
13,305 
14,402 
11,943 
11,790 
11,030 
12,718 
12,337 
13,147 
12.414 

13,190 
12.972 
14,079 
11,017 
11,940 
13,580 
14,260 
12,071 

13,502 
12,855 
12,280 
13.917 
13,122 
13,076 
11,520 
11,627 

10,925 
13,065 
12,136 
13,682 
12,654 
12,646 

13,692 
10,994 
10,575 
12,488 
14,341 
13,489 
12,334 
10.530 
13,571 
13,695 
13,73S 

13,562 
11,747 
12.723 
14,008 
14,375 
11,976 
12,574 
13,225 
13,978 
13,217 
12,841 
13.902 
12,814 
14,044 
13.133 


Ida    Mountain Grand-Larimer     ..  12,868 

Irving    Peak La    Plata 13,210 

Jacque    Mountain Summit    13,235 

Jacque    Peak Summit    13,205 

Jugged    Mountain San  Juan 1 3,829 

James    Peak Clear  Creek-Grand- 
Gilpin    13,260 

Johnnv  Bull  .Mountain  .  Dolores    12,018 

Jura  knob San  Juan 12,617 

Kendall     San  Juan 13,480 

Kingston    Peak Clear  Creek-(Jilpin  12,137 

Klondike    Mountain.  .  .Boulder 10.802 

La    Garita Minoral-Saguache.  13,725 

La    Plata    Peak CMiaffee    14.332 


!•: 
NAME  COUNTY 

Lead    Mountain Grand    

Leviathan  Peak San  Juan 

Lillie    Larimer    

Lincoln    Mountain ....  Park-Summit    .... 

Lizard    Head Dolores-San  Mignel 

London    Mountain.  .  .  .Park .  . 

Lone    Cone San  Miguel- Dolores 

Lonesome    Peak Grand    

Longs    Peak Boulder 

Lookout  Mountain  ....  Grand    

Lookout  Mountain  ....  Larimer    

Lookout    Peak San  Juan-San 

Miguel    

Lulu  Mountain Grand    


levation, 
Feet 
12,532 
13,528 
11,384 
14,287 
13,156 
13,161 

;  12,761 
10.588 
14,255 
10,155 
10,633 


13. ( 
11." 


McCauley   Peak 

McGregor   Mountain 
Madden    Peak 


Mahana    Peak 

Marcellina  Mountain.. 

Maroon  Peak 

Martha  Washington  Mt 
Massive   Mountain.  .  .  . 

Matterhorn  Peak 

McClellan,    Mount.  .  .  . 
Meadow  Mountain.  .  .  . 

Mears    Peak 

Meeker    Mountain.  .  .  , 
Mctroz    Mountain.  ... 

-Mineral    Hill 

Mineral    Point 

Missouri    Hill 

Monitor  Peak 

Monument   Hill 

Monument    Peak 

Mosquito    Peak 

Munnnv  Mountain.  .  .  . 


La    Plata 

Larimer    

Montezuma-La 

Plata    

Boulder 

Gunnison    

Pitkin    

.Larimer    

Lake    

Hinsdale    

Clear  Crk.-Sununit 
Boulder 


Boulder  .  . 
Mineral  .  . 
Summit  .  . 
Gunnison 
Chaffee  .  . 
La  Plata  . 
La  Plata. 
Mineral  .  . 
Park-Lake 
Larimer    . 


13,551 
10,482 

11,980 
12,629 
11,349 
14,126 
13,269 
14,402 
13,589 
13,423 
11.634 
13,008 
13,911 
11,900 
10,885 
12,541 
12,700 
13,703 
10,830 
10,641 
13,784 
13,418 


Naki    Peak Grand    12.221 

Navajo    Peak Boulder-Grand    ...  13,406 

Nebo   Mountain San  Juan 13.192 

Nebraska   Hill Gilpin    11,548 

Nigger  Hill Summit    10,l7l 

Nimbus    Mountain.  .  .  .Grand    12.730 

Nipple   Mountain Fremont 10,068 

North  Italian  Mt Gunnison    13,225 

Ohio   Peak Gunnison    12,251 

Old    Baldv Costilla-Huerfano.  14,176 

Old   Baldv  Mountain ..  Rio   Grande 12,602 

Oregon  Hill Gilpin    10,884 

Orton    Mountain Boulder 11,662 

Oso    Mountain La    Plata 13,706 

Otis    Peak Grand-Larimer     ..  12,478 

Ourav,    Mount Chaftee    13,956 

Overlook    Point La   Plata 12,995 

Owen  Mountain Gunnison    13,102 


10,396 
11,876 
13,345 
13,484 
12,219 
13.961 
14,110 

13,750 
10,085 
13,740 
12,142 
11,155 
11.355 
11,876 
13,763 
14,196 
12,608 
12,174 
13,736 
12,989 

Quandarj-    Peak Sunuiiit 1  l,2.")0 

Red   Cloud    Peak Hinsdale 14,050 

Red    Hill La    Plata 1  0,670 

Red    Monntain Grand    11,505 

Rejuiblican    Mountain.  Clear    Creek 12.393 

Rhyolite    Mountain.  .  .Teller    10.771 

Richmond    Mountain ..  Gunnison    12.51;^ 


Park    Mountain Costilla 

Parrott     Peak La    Plata 

Parr>'    Peak Clear  Creek-Grand 

Pearl    Mountain Gunnison    

Peeler    Peak Gunnison    

Pigeon    Peak La     Plata 

Pikes    Peak El    Paso 

Pilot    Knob San  Juan-San 

Miguel    

Pisgah    Mountain Clear  Creek-Giljiin 

Pole  Creek  Mountain.  .Hinsdale    

Pool  Table  Mountain.  .Mineral    

Ponihyiy    Peaks Grand < 

Potato   Hill San  Juan 

Potosi     Peak Ouray   

Princeton,    Mount.  .  .  .Chaffee    

Prosi)ect    Mountain.  .  .Lake    

Ptarmigan    Hill Kagle    

I*tannigan    Peak I'ark-Lake    

Purple     Peak (Gunnison    
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Klevation, 

NAME  COUNTY  Feet 

Richthofen    Mountain. .  Grand    12,953 

Rio  Grande  P\ramid.  .Hinsdale    13,830 

Rolling-    Mountain.  ..  .San    Juan 13,694 

Rosalie    Peak Park    13,575 

Rosa    Mountain Teller    11,495 

Rubv    Peak Gunnison    12,749 

Rudolph    Hill Gunnison    10,130 


Saddle  Mountain Park    

Saddle  Mountain Mineral    

St.   Vrain  Mountain..  .Boulder    

San   Bernardo   Mt.  .  .  .San  Mi^el 

San   Luis   Mountain. .  .Teller    

San   Luis   Mountain. ..  Mineral-Saguache. 

Satanta    Peak Grand    

Sawtooth    Mountain. .  .  Mineral    

Sawtooth    Mountain. .  .  Boulder-Grand    .  . . 

Saxon    Mountain Clear    Creek 

Schuylkill    Mountain  .  .  Gunnison    

Shavano    Peak Chaflfee    

Sheep    Mountain Gunnison    

Sheep    Mountain Mineral    

Sheep    Mountain Eag-le-Summit   .  .  . 

Sheep   Mt.,   North ....  Eagle-Summit    ... 

Sheridan   Mountain ...  La    Plata 

Sherman    Mountain.  .  .Park -Lake 

Shoshone    Peak Boulder 

Silex    Mountain San  Juan 

Silverheels    Mountain. .  Park    

Simpson,  Mount 

Sioux    Mountain Boulder-Grand    . .  . 

Sneffels.  Mount Ouray    

Snowdon    Peak San  Juan 

Snowmass    Mountain. .  Pitkin-Gunnison  .  . 

Sopris,   Mount Pitkin 

Spanish  Peak,  West. .  .  Huerfano-Las 

Animas    

Spanish  Peak,  East.  .  .IIuerfano-Las 

Animas    

Specimen   Mountain. .  .Grand-Larimer     .. 

Star   Peak Gunnison    

Stearns    Mountain.  .  .  .Huprfano-Costilla  . 

Stoll    Mountain Park    

Stones    Peak Larimer    

Stony    Mountain Ouray    

Storm   King-   Peak.  .  .  .San  Juan 

Storm    Peak Larimer    

Storm    Ridge Gunnison    

Stormy  Peak Park    

Sugarloaf Eagle-Summit    .  .  . 

Sugarloaf   Peak Clear    Creek 

Sugarloaf   Rock Hinsdale    

Sultan   Mountain San    Juan 

Summit    Peak \rchuleta    

Sunlight    Peak La    Plata 

Sunshine   Mountain.  .  .San  Miguel 

Sunshine    Peak Hinsdale    

Tanima    Peak licnilder-Grand    .  .. 

Tarryall    Peak Park    

Taylor  Mountain Chaffee    

Taylor    Peak CJunnison    

Taylor    Peak Grand-Larimer  ..  . 

Telescope   Mountain. .  .  Dolores    

Teocalli    Mountain..  .  .Gunnison    

Terra   Tomah   Peak  .  .  .  r.,arimer    

The    Guardian San  Juan 

Tilton    Mountain Gunnison    

Torrey    Peak Clear  Crk. -Summit 

Trachyle    Mountain.  .  .Teller    

Trinchera    Mountain.  .Costilla-Huerfano. 


10,815 
12,033 
12,162 
11,845 
10,490 
14,149 
11,885 
12,590 
12,304 
11,535 
12,188 
14.239 
13,180 
12,374 
12,380 
12,429 
12,785 
14,038 
13,579 
13,627 
13,825 
14,055 
13,310 
14,158 
13,070 
13,970 
12,823 

13,023 

12,708 
12,482 
13,562 
11,409 
10,915 
12.928 
12,677 
13,742 
13,336 
11,859 
11,748 
12,556 
12,513 
10,831 
13,336 
13,272 
14.084 
12,945 
14,018 


Trinity    Peak San  Juan . 


Turret    Peak La    Plata . 

Twilight    Peak San    Juan . 

Twin   Sisters Larimer    . 

Twin   Sisters San  Juan. 


T'ncompahgre    Peak.  .  .Hinsdale 
T'nion   Mountain Summit 

Vermilion   Peak  . 


,417 
,300 
,600 
.419 
.150 
.210 
,220 
.686 
.617 
.633 
,336 
,863 
.5  4  6 
,752 
.804 
.745 
.819 
,153 
,4  3.-, 
,438 


14,306 
12,336 


.San  Juan-San 

Miguel    13,870 

Vestal     Peak San    Juan 13,846 

Vigil     Peak El   Paso 10,075 


NAME  COUNTY 

Wetterhom    Peak Hinsdale-Ouray 

Wheatstone  Mountain. Gunnison    

Whitecross    Mountain. Hinsdale    

White    Dome San  Juan 

Whitehouse  Mountain  .  Ouray    

White  Pine  Mountain  .Larimer    

White  Rock  Mountain.  Gunnison    .  .  .  . 

Wildhorse     Peak Ouray 

Wilson    Mountain.  .  .  .Dolores     , 

Wilson   Peak San  Miguel   .  .  , 

Windom   Mountain ...  .La    Plata 

Witter    Peak Clear   Creek .  .  , 


le\aiion, 
Feet 
14.020 
12,543 
13,550 
13,607 
13,496 
10,250 
13,532 
13,271 
14,250 
14,026 
14,084 
12,856 


Yale,    Mount Chaffee    14.187 

Ypsilon    Mountain.  .  .  .Larimer    13.. 507 


Zirkel    Mountain. 


.Larimer-Routt 


11,815 


LAKES  AND  RESERVOIRS 

NAME  COUNTY  ALTITUDE 

Arapahoe    Gilpin    11.165 

Antero    Res Park    8,934 

Adams    Res Adams    


Adobe  Creek  Res Bent-Kiowa 

Bradford     Huerfano    . 

Black  Hollow  Res Weld 

Bee Larimer    ,  . 

Bolles     Boulder  .  .  . 

Boedecker     Larimer    .  . 

Bison    Res Teller    .  .  .  . 


4,150 
5.850 

.  5,065 

.  5,175 

.  5,040 

.  5,075 

.  10,400 

Blue    Conejos 11,937 

Burch's    Boulder 5,145 

Beaslev   Res Boulder    5,195 

Boulder    Boulder    5,228 

Bovd  Lakes Larimer 4,960 

Bent  County  Res Bent    4.300 

Barr    Adams 

Badger  Res Morgan 

Big  Creek  Lakes Jackson 9,010 

Boetcher    Jackson    8,160 

Breman     Gunnison    10.325 

Balsam    San  Juan 11,435 

Big    Nile Adams    

Clear    Clear  Creek 9,870 

Chicago    Clear   Creek 11,350 

Crater Jefferson    8,877 

Chinn    Clear  Creek 11.020 

Chasm    Boulder 13,269 

Caroline Clear  Creek 11,853 

Castlewood    Res Douglas    6,475 

Talkins    Weld 4,975 

Curtis    Larimer    5,080 

Cheesman    Jefferson    6,856 

Crystobal    Hinsdale    11.800 

Clear  Lake San    Juan 11,875 

Devils    Hinsdale    11.968 

Duck Clear  Creek 11,0  70 

Diamond    Boulder 10,960 

Dorothy    Boulder 12,557 

Douglas    Larimer    5.200 

Demmel    Larimer    5.250 

Dead     Teller    10,900 

Dye   Res Otero    4.1  50 

Emerald    Hinsdale    10.020 

Eldora    Boulder 9,245 

Edith    Clear  Creek 10.117 

Eileen     La   Plata 8,924 

Erdman I'ueblo    4,610 

Empire  Res Morgan-Weld 


Fossil  Creek  Res Larimer 

Fountain  Vallev  Res.. El  Paso. 


4,890 
5,800 


Wasatch  Mountain  ....  San  Miguel 
West   Needle   Mt San    Juan  .  . 


13,551 
13,050 


Grand    Grand    8,369 

Gold Boulder 8,600 

Gerard    Res Prowers    4.050 

George    .  .  .  .' Park    6,915 

Hoffman Boulder 5.120 

Hazel    San  Juan 11.4  20 

Hazel    La    Plata 12,4  20 

Head    Alamosa 7.527 

Hermit    Lakes Hinsdale    9-975 

Horse   Creek    Res Bent-Otero    ^  t50 

Hungerford    Pueblo    ,4,620 
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NAMK  COrNTY 

Huerfano    l*ueblo    . 

Havden  Res Pueblo    . 


ALTITl  DE 
. ..       4.725 


NAME 

Turkey  Creek  Kt 
Thatcher     


COl  NTV  ALTITUDE 

.  r»ueblo    5,580 

.  I»ueblo-El    I'aso.  ..      5.395 


Ice Clear  Creek 12.1SS 

Ignacio  Res La    Plata S,37  5 

Isabelle Boulder 10,852 

Irish     Larimer-Bouldei     .  5.090 


Upper    Crater Gilpin 

Upper    Nile Adainf^ 


10.991 


Jasper Boulder 

Julesburg   Res Sedg^wick-Logan 

Jackson    Morgan    

Jim  Crowe   Res Weld 


10.7  3.S 


King    Res Kiowa- Prowers   .  . .  3,860 

Lost Boulder 9.980 

Lower   Crater Gilpin    10,580 

Los   Lagos Boulder-Gilpin   . .  .  8,693 

Loch  Laniond Clear    Creek 11,140 

Lena    Routt 9,980 

Lorland    Larimer    5,022 

Loch   Ivanhoe Pitkin    10,930 

Long    Boulder 10,499 


Mcintosh Boulder 

Moraine    Kl   Paso 

Monarch (Jrand    . 

Mills    Larimer 

Maroon    Pitkin    . 

Molas 


Margareta     R.outt    . 

Milton    Weld   . 

Middle   Plum   Res ....  Prowers 

Meredith     Crowley 

Minnequa Pueblo 


OtiO 

2  1  5 

3  40 
496 
700 

San  JuaTi 10,488 

450 


10, 


100 
308 
740 


Naylor 


Clear    Creek, 


New  Windsor  Res.  .  .  .Weld    .  . 

North   Plum   Res Prowers 

North  Butte  Res Prowers 

Nee  Nashe  Res.  No.  3 .  Kiowa  . 
Nee  Sopah  Res.  No.  5  .  Kiowa  . 
Nee  Gronda  Res.  No.  4. Kiowa  . 
Nee  Skah   Res Kiowa    . 


11.348 
4,920 
4,100 
4,200 
3.870 
3,860 
3.840 
3,885 


Owens   .... 
Otanawanda 


.Boulder 5,220 

,  Ouray     8,900 


Palmer Douglas    9,210 

Peterson    Boulder 9,24  5 

Price   Res Prowers    3,850 

Pisgah    Gilpin    9.656 

Powderhorn    Hinsdale    11,830 

Point  of  Rocks  Res .  .  .  Logan     


Res.    No.    2 El  Paso 


11 


Res.    No.  4  .  .  , 

Res.    No.  5  .  .  . 

Res.    No.  7  .  .  , 

Res.    No.  8  .  .  . 

Riverside  Res, 


,  Teller 10 

Teller 10 

El    Paso 12 

El    Paso-Teller.  .  .     11 

,  Weld 


27  0 
900 
900 
080 
67  5 


Res.  No.  1,  No.  2.  .  .  .Kiowa 

Res.    No.    4 Kiowa 

Res.    No.    1 Otero 

Res.    No.    4 Otero 


Res.    No. 


.  .  Otero 


Shaw    Mineral    .  .  . 

Spruce     Lakes Mineral    .  .  . 

Silver     San    Juan  .  . 

Seeley     Weld     

San    Cristobal Hinsdale    .  . 

Santa    Maria Mineral    .  .  . 

San    Luis Alamosa   .  .  . 

Strawberry     (Jraiid    .... 

Sumtnit    Clear    Creek 

Slater    Clear    Creek 

Silver Boulder    .  .  . 

Swedes    Boulder  .  .  .  , 

Snowden     Otero    

Seven    Lakes Teller    

Sanchez    Hen Costilla    .  .  .  , 

Stanlev    Res Jefferson    .  . 


7  70 
02  5 
750 
750 
750 

830 
263 
675 
715 
997 
475 
525 
340 
740 
3S.-. 
190 
095 
820 
900 
500 


Twin  Lakes Lake    9,0  1  2 

Trout San   Mij^uel    9,750 

Terry    Boulder     5,095 

Timnatl^    Weld    J,!>00 

Two    Buttes    Res Bjica-IMowers    ....  \  .lAO 


Wellington     .Jefferson     9,863 

Warren    Larimer    4,985 

Woods    .Weld    4.860 

Woods    Eagle    9,405 

Webster  Park  Res.  .  .  .  Fremont     5.950 

Williams-McGreeiy    .  ..Morgan 

This  list  includes  only  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant lakes  and  reser^•oirs  in  the  state.  There 
are  hundreds  of  small  lakes  in  the  mountains, 
many  of  which  have  no  names.  On  Battlement 
mesa  and  Grand  mesa,  in  Delta  and  Mesa  coun- 
ties, there  are  more  than  a  hundred  compara- 
tively small  lakes  lying  at  an  altitude  above 
8,000    feet,   all   well    stocked   with   trout. 


ALTITUDE   AND    LOCATION    OF 
MOUNTAIN    PASSES 


NAME  OF 
Antelope 
Argentine 
Arapahoe 


ASS 


COUNTY 
.(iilpin  .  . 
.Summit  . 
.Boulder-C; 


KLE\  ATION 

8,050 

13,286 

ind    .  ..    11,906 


Beckwith Gunnison    9,890 

Boreas     Park-Summit     ...  11,489 

Berthoud     Clear  Creek-Grand  11.306 

Breckenridge    Summit-Park    ....  11.503 

Buchanan     Boulder-CJrand    ...  12,304 

Buffalo    lackson-Routt    ...  10.180 

Beckwith    fJunnison    9,850 

Ceballa    Hinsdale    10,394 

Cumbres     Conejos-Archuleta.  10,003 

Cochetoi)a     Saguache    11,306 

Ciimanion     llinsdale-San   Juan  12,300 

Devil's    Timinl) Boulder-Grand    ...  11 ,900 

East    River '..Gunnison     11,163 

Elwood    Conejo*;-Archuleta.  1 1,678 

Eagle    .  .  .^ I, a    Plata 10.750 

Fremont     Lake-Summit    ....  1 1,320 

Fawn    Creek (Jrand     9.430 


Georgia 


Park-Summit 


11.4  76 


Hagerman     Lake    11,495 

IlaUmoon     Saguache    12,712 

Hoosicr Park-Summit    ....  10.313 

Hancock     (Junnison-Chaffee. .  12,263 

Havden    Fremont   10,780 

Hunter Lake-Pitkin    12.226 


Inde])endenci 


Lake-Pitkii 


12,095 


Lake   Creek Lake-Gunnison  ...     1  2.226 

La    Yeta Huerfano-C^ostilla  .       9,37S 

Loveland    CMear  Crk. -Summit   11.876 


Medanos    Saguache-Huerfano 

Mosijuito i'ark-Lake 

Mosca    lluerfano-.Saguache 

Maishall     Saguache    

Monarch     Chaffee-(3unnison  . . 

.Mutl(l\'    .lackson-Grand    .  .. 

Music     Custer-Saguache.. 

Meadow     i{io   Grande- 

MiiKM-al    

Milnero    Grand-Larimer     .  . 


Ohio 
Ol>hi 


I'ouiire 
I 'earl 
Ponclia 

Rollins 
Uaton 


.  .(Junnison     

.  .  San  .luaii-Saii 

Miguel    

.  .  (irand-Larimer  .  . . 
.  .  Pitkin-(Junnison.  . 
.  .  Chatfee-Saguache. . 


BouIder-(irand 
l^ius  .\nimas.. . 


10,150 
13,188 

9,713 
10,950 
11,650 

8,7  7  2 
11.800 

10,300 
10,759 

10,033 

1  1.350 

10,192 

12.715 

8,945 

I  1,680 

7.S9:', 
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VAMEOFPASS  COINTY  ELEVATION 

San   Francisco Las  Animas 8,560 

Sangre  de  Cristo Huerfano-Costilla..  9,459 

Slum^llion    .......  .Hinsdale    11,025 

Swampy Ounnison    10,365 

Stony San  Juan 12.594 

Tamall    Park    12,456 

Tennessee    Lake    10,276 

Trout  Creek Chaffee-Park    ....  9,346 

Trimble    La    Plata 13,076 

rte    lackson-Routt   .  .  .  10,900 

Victor    Teller    10,202 

Weminuche    ...Hinsdale    10,622 

Weston    Lake-Park 12,109 

Wolf   Creek Mineral-Archuleta.  10,850 


ELECTED    STATE   OFFICIALS 

The  accompanying  list  gives  the 
names  of  all  governors  of  Colorado 
since  the  creation  of  Colorado  terri- 
tory in  1861.  The  lists  of  other  state 
officials  include  only  the  names  of 
those  elected  to  the  various  offices 
since  the  admission  of  Colorado  into 
the  Union  as  a  state,  in  1876,  and  the 
terms  for  which  they  were  elected. 

TERRITORIAL   GOVERNORS 

William   Gilpin 1S61-1862 

John   Evans 1862-1865 

Alexander    Cummings 1865-1867 

A.   C.    Hunt 1867-1869 

Edward    McCook 1869-1873 

Samuel    H.    Elbert 1873-1874 

Edward    McCook 1874-1875 

John   L.   Routt 1875-1876 

STATE   GOVERNORS 

John  L.  Routt 1876-1879 

Frederick    R.    Pitkin 1879-1883 

James  B.   Grant 1883-1885 

Benjamin   H.    Eaton 1885-1887 

Alva  Adams* 1887-1889 

Job  A.  Cooper 1889-1891 

John    L.    Routt 1891-1893 

Davis   H.   Waite 1893-1895 

Albert   W.    Mclntire 1S95-1897 

Alva   Adams 1897-1899 

Charles   S.    Thomas 1899-1901 

James   B.   Orman 1901-1903 

James    H.    Peabody ]90'3-1905 

Alva     Adams 1  905 

James    H.    Peabody 1905 

Jesse   F.    McDonald 1905-1907 

Henry   A.    Buchtel 1907-1909 

John    F.    Shafroth 190'9-1913 

Elias   M.   Ammons 1913-1915 

George  A.  Carlson 1915-1917 

Julius  C.    Gunter 1917-1919 

Oliver   H.   Shoup 1919-1921 

LIEUTENANT   GOVERNOR 

Lafayette    Head 1877-1879 

Horace    A.   W.    Tabor 1879-1881 

Horace    A.    W.    Tabor 1881-1883 

William  H.   Meyers 1883-1885 

Peter   W.    Breene 1885-1887 

Norman    H.    Meldrum 1887-1889 

William   G.    Smith 1889-1891 

William    Story 1891-1893 

David  H.  Nichols 1893-1895 

Jared   L.   Brush 1895-1897 

Jared   L.   Brush 1897-1899 

Francis   Carney 1899-1901 

David  C.  Coates 1901-1903 

Warren   A.   Haggott 190'3-190'5 

Arthur   Cornforth 1905-1907 

E.  R.  Harper 1907-1909 

Stephen   R.    Fitzgarrald 1909-1911 

Stephen    R.    Fitzgarrald 1911-1913 


Stephen  R.   Fitzgarrald 1913-1915 

Moses  E.   Lewis 1915-1917 

James   E.   Pulliam 1917-1919 

George    Stephan 1919-1921 

SECRETARY   OF   STATE 

William    M.    Clark 1877-1871) 

Norman   H.    Meldrum 1879-1881 

Norman    H.    Meldrum 1S81-1883 

Melvin    Edwards 1883-1885 

Melvin    Edwards 1885-1887 

James    Rice 1887-1889 

James    Rice 1889-1891 

Edwin   J.    Eaton 1891-1893 

Nelson    O.    McClees 1S93-1895 

Albert  B.  McGaffey 1895-1897 

Charles  H.  S.  Whipple 1897-1899 

Elmer  F.   Beckwith 1899-1901 

David   F.    Mills 1901-1903 

James  Cowie 1903-1905 

James  Cowie 1905-1907 

Timothy    O'Connor 1907-1909 

James   B.    Pearce 1909-1911 

James   B.    Pearce 1911-1913 

James   B.    Pearce 1913-1915 

John  E.  Ramer 1915-1917 

James    R.    Noland 1917-1919 

James    R.    Noland 1919-1921 

STATE   TREASURER 

George    C.    Corning 1877-1879 

Nathan   S.   Culver 1879-1881 

W.  C.    Sanders '. 1881-1883 

Fred  Walsen 1883-1885 

George  R.   Swallow 1885-1887 

Peter  W.  Breene 1887-1889 

W.   H.    Brisbane 1889-1891 

James   N.   Carlile 1891-1893 

Albert   Nance 1893-1895 

Harry  E.   Mulnix 1895-1897 

George    W.    Kephart 1897-1899 

John   H.    Fesler 1899-1901 

James   N.    Chipley 1901-1903 

Whitney   Newton 1903-1905 

John  A.  Holmberg 190'5-1907 

Alfred   E.   Bent 1907-1909 

William   J.    Galligan 1909-1911 

Roady    Kenehan 1911-1913 

Michael    A.    Leddy 1913-1915 

Allison  E.  Stocker 1915-1917 

Robert  H.   Higgins 1917-1919 

Harry  E.   Mulnix 1919-1921 

AUDITOR  OF   STATE 

David   C.    Crawford 1877-1879 

Eugene  K.  Stimson 1879-1881 

Joseph  A.  Davis 1881-1883 

J.    C.    Abbott • 1883-1885 

Hiram  A.  Spruance 1885-1887 

Darwin   P.    Kingslev 1887-1889 

L.    B.   Schwanbeck 1889-1 891 

John  M.  Henderson 1891-1  893 

F.   M.   Goodykoontz 1893-1895 

Clifford  C.   Parks 1895-1897 

John   W.    Lowell 1897-1899 

George   W.   Temple 1899-1901 

Charles  W.   Crowtcr 1901-1903 

John   A.   Holmberg 1903-1905 

Alfred  E.  Bent 1905-1907 

George   D.    Statler 1907-1909 

Roady    Kenehan 1909-1911 

Michael   A.    Leddv 1911-1913 

Roady    Kenehan 1913-1915 

Harry   E.   Mulnix 1915-1917 

Charles   H.    Leckenby 1917-1919 

Arthur   M.    Stong 1919-1921 

ATTORNEY   GENERAL 

A.    J.    Sampson 1877-1879 

Charles  W.    Wright 1879-1881 

Charles    Toll    1881-1883 

D.   C.    Urmy 1883-1885 

Theodore   H.   Thomas 1885-1887 

Alvin    Marsh 1887-1889 

Samuel   W.    Jones 1889-1891 

Joseph    H.    Maupin 1891-1893 

Eugene    Engley 1893-1895 

Byron    U    Carr. 1895-1897 
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Bvron    L.    Carr 1897-1899 

David  M.  Campbell 1899-1901 

Charles   C.    Post 1901-1903 

Nathan  C.  Miller 1903-1905 

Nathan  C.   Miller 1905-1907 

William   H.   Dickson 1907-1909 

John  T.  Barnett 1909-1911 

Benjamin  J.  Griffith 1911-1913 

Fred   Farrar 1913-1915 

Fred   Farrar 1915-1917 

Leslie    E.    Hubbard 1917-1919 

Victor  E.  Keyes 1919-1921 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF  PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION 

Joseph  C.  Shattuck 1S77-1S79 

Joseph  C.  Shattuck 1S79-18S1 

Leonidas   S.   Cornell 1SS1-1S83 

Joseph  C.  Shattuck 1883-1885 

Leonidas    S.    Cornell 1885-1887 

L.   S.  Cornell 1887-1889 

Fred   Dick 1889-1891 

Nathan    Coy 1891-1893 

John  F.   Murray 1893-1895 

Angenette  J.   Peavey 1895-1897 

Grace  Espey  Patton 1897-1899 

Helen   L.    Grenfell 1899-1901 

Helen   L.    Grenfell 1901-1903 

Helen   L.    Grenfell.  . 1903-1905 

Katherine    L.    Craig 1905-1907 

Katherine    L.    Craig 1907-1909 

Katherine    M.    Cook 1909-1911 

Helen    M.    Wixon 1911-1913 

Marv   C.   C.    Bradford 1913-1915 

Mary  C.    C.   Bradford 1915-1917 

Mary   C.    C.   Bradford 1917-1919 

Marv  C.    C.   Bradford 1919-1921 


COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  AGENTS 

Twenty-seven  counties  in  Colorado 
have  joined  with  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  the  state  agricultural  college 
in  the  employment  of  county  agricul- 
tural agents  under  the  Smith-Lever 
act.  These  agents  have  proved  their 
value  in  furthering  agricultural  devel- 
opment in  the  counties  where  they  are 
working  and  indications  are  that  all 
the  counties  where  farming  is  exten- 
sively followed  will  have  agents  within 
a  few  years.  The  following  is  the 
complete  list  of  county  agents  on  Julv 
1.  1919: 

COLNTIES 

EMPLOYINC; 

AGENTS        AGENTS       ADDRESS 

Adams C-eorge  R.  Smith.  .  Brighton 

Arapahoe.  ..  .Walter  A.    Groom  .  Littleton 

Boulder H.  H.  Simpson.  .  .  .Longmont 

Delta E.  H.  Divelbiss.  .  .  .Delta 

Douglas L.  J.  Wormington  .  Castle  Rock 

Elbert H.  L.  Ford Kiowa. 

El  Paso W.  H.  Lauck Colorado  Spgs. 

Fremont.  .  .  .  R.    R.    Jeffries.  .  .  .('anon  City 

Ihierfano.  .  .  .AValdo  Kidder Walsenburg 

Kit  Carson.  .  H.    O.    Strange.  .  .Burlington 

Ea  Plata.  .  .  .  E.  D.  Smith Durango 

Larimer D.  C.    Bascom  .  .  .  .  Ft.  Collins 

Las  Animas.  .Chas.   E.  Smith.  .  .  Trinidad 

Lincoln Scott  Wisner Hugo 

Logan James  E.  Morrison  .  Sterling 

Mesa L.     P.     McConn  .  .  .  (Jrand    Jet. 

Moffat Harold  E.  Kobey.  .  .Craig 

Montezuma.  .G.  P.  Newsom .  .  .  .  Cortez 

Montrose.  .  .  .B.   King Montrose 

Morgan Walter  J.  Ott Ft.  Morgan 

Otero O.    L.    Davis Rocky  Ford 

I'roweis L.  M.  Sweitzer  .  .  .  .Lamar 

|>iMbl<. O.     fy.     Davis inieblo 

|{i(.  Grande.  .  C.  D.  Hyatt Monte  Vista 

Fiouti J.  Carroll  Hale    .  .    Steamboat  Spgs 

Saguache.  .  .  Wm.  O.  Sauder.  .  .Center 
Weld Mason  E.  Knapit.  .  .Greeley 


COLORADO  BANKS 

ADAMS   COUNTY 

First   National   Bank Brighton 

Aurora  State  and  Savings  Bank.  .Aurora 

Bennett  State  Bank Bennett 

Amer.  State  Bk.  of  Brig-hton.  .  .Brighton 
Farmers  State  Bk.  of  Brig:h ton  .Brighton 
Eastlake  State  Bank Eastlake 

AI^AMOSA  COUNTY 

Alamosa  National    Bank Alamosa 

American   National   Bank Alamosa 

Safety  First  State  and  Savings  Bank. 
Alamosa 

ARAFAHO£    COUNTY 

First   National   Bank Littleton 

First   National    Bank Englewood 

Byers  State  Bank Byers 

Deertrail   State   Bank Deertrail 

Farmers  State  Bk.  of  Deertrail  .Deertrail 

Littleton  State  Bank Littleton 

Strasburg  State  Bank.  .  .- Strasburg 

ARCHUIiETA   COUNTY 

Citizens    Bank    of    Pagosa    Springs.. 

Pagosa  Springs 

Stockmen's    and    Merchants'.  Bank.  . 

Pagosa    Springs 

BACA    COUNTY 

Farmers'    State    Bank   of   Springfield 

Springfield 

First    State   Bank   of   Springfield.... 

Springfield 

Campo   State  Bank Campo 

Colorado    State    Bank    of    Stonington 

Stonington 

Bank  of  Baca  County Two  Buttes 

BENT  COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Las  Animas 

Bent  County  Bank  of  Las  Animas.. 

Las  Animas 

Farmers'   State  Bank  of  Las  Animas 

Las  Animas 

Hasty   State   Bank Hasty 

BOUI.DBB  COUNTY 

First   National    Bank Boulder 

Boulder    National    Bank Boulder 

Citizens'   National   Bank Boulder 

National   State   Bank Boulder 

Mercantile  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  ..Boulder 

American  National  Bank Longmont 

Longmont   National    Bank T^ongmont 

Farmers'    National    Bank Longmont 

State  Bank   of  Lyons Lyons 

First  State  Bank  of  Nederland .  Nederland 

Niwot   State  Bank Niwot 

First  State  Bk.  of  Louisville ..  Louisville 

The   Louisville  Bank Louisville 

First    National   Bank Lafayette 

CHAFFBB   COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Buena  Vista 

First  National  Bank Salida 

Commercial  National  Bank Salida 

CHBYBNNB    COUNTY 

Arapahoe  State  Bank Arapahoe 

Bank  of  Cheyenne  Wells 

Cheyenne  Wells 

Cheyenne    County    State    Bank 

; Cheyenne  Wells 

Kit  Carson   State  Bank Kit  Carson 

CI.BAB    CREEK    COUNTY 

Bank  of  Clear  Creek  County  .(lOorgotown 

Bank   of   Georgetown Georgetown 

First  National  Bank Idaho  Springs 

Bank  of  Idaho  Springs  .  .  .  .Idaho  Springs 
Clear    Creek   and    Gilpin    Trust    Co.. 

Idaho  Springs 

CONEJOS  COUNTY 

First   National   Bank T^a  Jara 

Commercial    State    Bank Antonito 

(^olonial   State  Bank Manassa 
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COSTII.I,A  COUNTY 

Costilla  County  Bank San   Acacio 

Blanca    State    Bank Blanca 

First   State  Bank  of  Mesita Mesita 

Hooper  State  Bank Hooper 

CROWLEY    COUNTY 

First   National   Bank Ordway 

Citizens'  State  Bank  of  Ordway.  .  Ordway 

Crowlev  State  Bank Crowley 

Olney  Springs  State  Bank.Olney  Springs 
State  Bank  of  Sugar  City.  .  .  .  Sugar  City 

CUSTEU    COUNTY 

Henrv  H.   Tomkins  and  Co.,   Bankers 

.■ ^Vestcliffe 

DELTA    COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Delta 

Delta   National  Bank Delta 

Colorado   State   Bank Delta 

First  National  Bank Hotehkiss 

Bank  of  North  Fork Hotehkiss 

First   National  Bank Paonia 

Fruit   Exchange  State   Bank Paonia 

Crawford  State  Bank Crawford 

State   Bank  of  Austin Austin 

First  National  Bank Cedaredge 

DENVER   COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Denver 

Colorado   National    Bank Denver 

Denver  National  Bank Denver 

United  States  National  Bank Denver 

Hamilton  National  Bank Denver 

American  Bank  and  Trust  Co Denver 

Broadwav    Bank Denver 

Capitol  Hill  State  Bank Denver 

Central  Savings  Bk.  &  Trust  Co.  .Denver 
Colorado  State  and  Savings  Bank. Denver 
Commerce  State  and  Savings  Bk.  Denver 

Denver  Stock  Yards  Bank Denver 

Drovers'    State    Bank Denver 

Guardian   Trust  Company Denver 

Hibernia  Bank  and  Trust  Co Denver 

Home  Savings  and  Trust  Co Denver 

International   Trust   Company  ....  Denver 

Interstate   Trust   Company Denver 

Italian   American    Bank Denver 

Merchants'    Bank Denver 

Motor   Bank Denver 

North    Denver    Bank Denver 

Pioneer    State    Bank Denver 

Union  State  Bank  of  Denver Denver 

West  Side  State  Bank Denver 

City    Bank Denver 

Denver  State  Bank Denver 

Metropolitan   State  Bank Denver 

DOLORES  COUNTY 

No    Ranks 

DOUGLAS  COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Castle  Rock 

Castle  Rock  State  Bank Castle  Rock 

Parker    State    Bank Parker 

EAGLE  COUNTY 

First   National   Bank Eaglo 

Red   Cliff  State  Bank Red   Cliff 

Bank  of  Gypsum Gypsum 

ELBERT    COUNTY 

Agate    State    Bank Agate 

Elbert  County  Bank Elbert 

Elizabeth    State    Bank Elizabeth 

Kiowa    State   Bank Kiowa 

Matheson    State   Bank Matheson 

State  Bank  of  Simla Simla 

EL   PASO   COUNTY 

City  National  Bank Colorado  Springs 

Colorado  Springs  National  Bank.  .  .  . 

Colorado  Springs 

First  National  Bank.  .  .  .Colorado  Springs 
Exchange  Nat'l  Bank.  .  .Colorado  Springs 
Colorado  Savings  Bank. Colorado  Springs 


Colorado  Title  and  Trust  Company.. 

Colorado  Springs 

State   Savings   Bank.  ..  .Colorado  Springs 

Bank   of  Manitou Manitou 

First  National  Bank Fountain 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Peyton .  .  .  Peyton 
Farmers'  State  and  Savings  Bank.Calhan 

First  State  Bank  of  Calhan Calhan 

Monument  State  Bank Monument 

State  Bank  of  Ramah Ramah 

FREMONT  COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Canon  City 

Fremont   County   National    Bank 

Canon  City 

First   National   Bank Florence 

Arkansas  Valley  Bank Florence 

GARFIELD   COUNTY 

Citizens'  Nat'l  Bank.  .  .Glenwood  Springs 
First  Nat'l   Bank.  ...    .Glenwood  Springs 

First   National  Bank Carbondale 

First   National  Bank Rifle 

Union  State  Bank  of  Rifle Rifle 

Garfield  County  State  Bank. Grand  Vallev 

New  Castle  State  Bank New  Castle 

First  State  Bank  of  Silt Silt 

GILPIN    COUNTY 

First   National    Bank Central  City 

GRAND   COUNTY 

Bank    of  Kremmling Kremmling 

First  State  Bank  of  Sulphur  Springs 

Hot  Sulphur  Springs 

GUNNISON   COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Gunnison 

Gunnison   Bank  and   Trust  Co.  .Gunnison 
Bank  of  Crested  Butte Crested  Butte 

HINSDALE    COUNTY 

No  Banks 

HUERFANO  COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Walsenburg 

Guaranty    State    Bank Walsenburg 

La  Veta  State  Bank La  Veta 

JACKSON   COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Walden 

North    Park    Bank Walden 

JEFFERSON    COUNTY 

Rubey   National   Bank Golden 

Golden    Savings   Bank Golden 

First  National  Bank Arvada 

First  State  Bank  of  Arvada Arvada 

KIOWA   COUNTY 

First   National  Bank Eads 

Colorado  State  Bank Haswell 

First  State  Bank  of  Brandon.  .  .Brandon 
People's  State  Bank  of  Towner.  .  .Towner 

KIT  CARSON   COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Stratton 

Burlington   State   Bank Burlington 

Stock    Growers'    State    Bank.  .Burlington 

l^.ethune   State  Bank Bethune 

Farmers'   State   Bank Flagler 

Flagler  State  Bank Flagler 

Seibert   State   Bank Seibert 

Vona    State    Bank Vona 

Stratton  State  Bank Stratton 

LAKE   COUNTY 

American  Natif)nal  Bank T^ieadville 

Carbonate   National   Bank Leadville 

LA  PLATA  COUNTY 

First  National  Bank Durango 

Burns  National  Bank Durango 

Durango   Trust  Company Durango 

Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank.  .Bayfield 
Ignacio    State    Bank Ignaclo 
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i.abzmi:b  countt 

First  National  Bank Fort  Collins 

Fort  Collins  National  Bank.  .  Fort  Collins 
Poudre  Valley  Nat'l  Bank.  ..  Fort  Collins 

First  National  Bank Loveland 

I^oveland   National   Bank Loveland 

Larimer  County  Bank  &  Trust  Co..  . 

Loveland 

First  National   Bank Berthoud 

Berthoud   National   Bank Berthoud 

Estes   Park  Bank Estes   Park 

Farmers'   Bank  of  Timnath Timnath 

First    National   Bank Wellington 

Wellington    State    Bank Wellington 

I.AS  ANIMAS  COUNTT 

First    National    Bank Trinidad 

Trinidad     National     Bank Trinidad 

Commercial   Savings  Bank Trinidad 

International  State  Bank Trinidad 

Citizens'  State  Bank  of  Branson  .Branson 
First  State  Bank  of  Aguilar Aguilar 

Z.INCOI.Il'  COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Hugo 

Hugo   National   Bank Hugo 

Bovina    State    Bank Bovina 

Farmers'    and    Merchants'    Bank    of 

Limon    Limon 

Genoa  State  Bank Genoa 

Limon  State  Bank Limon 

Lincoln    State    Bank Arriba 

I.OGAN    COUNTY 

Farmers'    National    Bank Sterling 

T..ogan  County  National  Bank.  .  .Sterling 
Commercial  Savings  Bank  of  Sterling 

Sterling 

Farmers'    Bank    of   Fleming Fleming 

First    Bank   of    Iliff Iliff 

First   State  Bank  of  Crook Crook 

Fleming  State   Bank Fleming 

Merino    State    Bank Merino 

Padroni   State  Bank Padroni 

Peetz    State    Bank Peetz 

Proctor  State  Bank Proctor 

Dailey    State   Bank Dalley 

MESA  COUNTY 

Grand  Valley  Nat'l  Bank  .  Grand  Junction 
Bank  of  Grand  Junction.  .Grand  Junction 
Fnited  States  Bank  and   Trust  Co... 

Grand  Junction 

Bank   of   DeBecjue DeBeque 

First  Bank  of  Fruita Fruita 

First  National  Bank Fruita 

First  State  Bank  of  Clifton Clifton 

Stockmen's   Bank  of  Collbran .  .  .Collbran 

First  National  Bank Olathe 

Palisades    National    Bank Pali.sades 

MINEBAI.  COUNTY 

Tomkins    Brf)tli('rs.    Bankeis (^reede 

MOPPAT    COUNTY 

First    National    Bank (^raig 

Craig  National    Bank Craig 

Bank    of    Maybell Maybell 

MONTEZUMA   COUNTY 

Montezuma    Valley  National   Bank.Cortez 

First    National    Bank Dolores 

J.  J.  Harris  and  Co.,  Bankers.  ...  Dolores 
['"irst    National    Bank Mancos 

MONTROSE   COUNTY 

First  NatioiiMl    |{,iiik Montrose 

Montrose   National    Bank Montrose 

Home    State    IJank Montrose 

Nucla    State    Bank Nucla 

First    National     Bank Olathe 

Olathe    State    |{ank Olathe 

MORGAN   COUNTY 

First     Nati<»rial     Bank Fort  Morgan 

Mcjhgan    County    Nat'l    Bank  .  Foit  Morgan 
l-'ariners'   Stale    Bank  of    Fort    Morgan 
Fort  Morgan 


First  National  Bank Brush 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Brush.  .  .  .Brush 
First  State  Bank  of  Hillrose.  .  .  .Hillrose 
First   State   Bank  of  Wiggins ..  .Wiggins 

Goodrich  State  Bank Goodrich 

Orchard    State   Bank Orchard 

Snyder  State  Bank Snyder 

Weldon   Valley    State   Bank Weldona 

OTERO  COUNTY 

First   National   Bank La  Junta 

Colorado   Savings  <Sr   Trust  Co.  ..La  Junta 

La  Junta  State  Bank La  Junta 

First    National    Bank Rocky  Ford 

Rocky   Ford   National    Bank.  .  Rocky  Ford 

People's    State  Bank Rocky  Ford 

First   National   Bank Fowler 

Fowler  State  Bank Fowler 

First  State  Bank  of  Swink Swink 

First   State  Bank  of  Cheraw Clieraw 

J.  N.  Beaty  &  Co..  Bankers.  .. Manzanola 
Timpas  State  Bank Timpas 

OURAY    COUNTY 

Citizens'   State  Bank  of  Ouray ...  .Ouray 

Miners'   and  Merchants'   Bank Ouray 

Bank  of  Ridgway Ridgway 

PARK   COUNTY 

Bank    of    Fairplay Fairplay 

Bank  of  Alma Alma 

PHII.Z.IPS  COUNTY 

First  National   Bank Holyoke 

Phillips  County  State   Bank Holyoke 

First    National    Bank Haxtun 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Haxtun.  .Haxtun 

Paoli   State  Bank Paoli 

American  State  Bk.  of  Amherst .  Amherst 

PITKIN    COUNTY 

Aspen    State    Bank Aspen 

PROWERS  COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Lamar 

Lamar  National  Bank Lamar 

Citizens'   State   Bank  of  Lamar.  ..  Lamar 

First   National   Bank Holly 

Holly  State   Bank Holly 

.American  State  Bank Granada 

Bristol    State    Bank Bristol 

Hartman  State  Bank Hartman 

State    Bank    of    Wiley Wiley 

PUEBI.O    COUNTY 

First    National    Bank Pueblo 

Western    National   Bank Pueblo 

Pueblo   Savings   Bank  and    Trust   Co. 

Pueblo 

Minnequa  Bank  of  Pueblo Pueblo 

Bank  of  Pueblo Pueblo 

Citizens'  State  and  Savings  Bank.. Boone 

RIO   BI.ANCO   COUNTY 

Fir.st   National   Bank Meeker 

First   State   Bank Meckel' 

RIO  GRANDE   COUNTY 

Bank  of  Del  Norte Del  Norte 

Rio  Grande  State   Bank Del  Norte 

First    National    Bank Monte  Vista 

Wallace  State   Bank Monte  Vi.sta 

ROUTT  COUNTY 

First    National    Bank  ..  Steamboat  Spiings 

Bank    of   Steamboat    Springs 

Steamboat  Springs 

First    National    Bank Hayden 

Yampa  Valley  BaTik Hayden 

Bank  of    Yanipa Yampa 

Routt  Count.\'   Bank Oak  Creek 

Stock  ma  n'.s     Bank Vampa 

SAGUACBE   COUNTY 

h'ii-st    National    Bank Saguache 

Saguach(>    County    Bank Saguache 

Bank    of    Moffat Moffat 

First  National   Bank Center 
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SAN  MIGnEZ.   COUNTY 

First  National   Bank Telluride 

Bank   of   Telluride Telluride 

Norwood  State  Bank Norwood 

SAN    JTJAN    COUNTY 

First  National   Bank Silverton 

SEDGWICK  COUNTY 

Citizens'   National  Bank Julesburg 

First   National   Bank Julesburg 

First  National  Bank Sedgwick 

SUMMIT   COUNTY 

Engle  Brothers'   Exchange   Bank.... 

Breckenridge 

thimLub,  county 

First  National  Bank Cripple  Creek 

Cripple  Creek  State  Bank.  .Cripple  Creek 

Bank  of  Victor Victor 

Citizens'  Bank  of  Victor Victor 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY 

Citizens'    National    Bank Akron 

First  National  Bank Akron 

Bank  of  Akron ^^P^" 

First  National  Bank <^tis 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Otis vV 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Cope Cope 

Farmers' State  and  Savings  Bank.  Akron 

WEI.D  COUNTY 

First    National   Bank Greeley 

Greelev  National  Bank Greeley 

rnion  National  Bank Greeley 

Northern   Bank  and   Trust   Co. ...  Greeley 

Weld  County  Savings  Bank <^^^5^'^^ 

First  National  Bank .Mead 

First   National  Bank Eaton 

Eaton   National   Bank .Eaton 

First  National  Bank ^^  indsor 

Farmer.s'    State    Bank    of    Windsor    . 

Windsor 

PlatteViile    National    Bank Platteville 

Farmers'    State    Bank    of   Platteville 

Platteville 

First   National    Bank Johnstown 

Johnstown    State    Bank Johnstown 

Briggsdale    State   Bank Briggsdale 

Buckingham   State   Bank Buckingham 

Erie    Bank Erie 

Farmers'    Bank   of   Severance ..  Severance 
Farmers'     and     Merchants'     Bank    of 

Evans Evans 

Farmers'  and  Merchants'  State  Bank 

New  Raymer 

State  Bank  of  Raymer New   Raymer 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Keota Keota 

First  State  Bank  of  Frederick.  .Frederick 

First  State  Bank  of  Milliken Milliken 

First  State  Bank  of  Nunn Nunn 

Fort   Lupton   State   Bank.  ...  Fort  Lupton 
Platte  Valley   State    Bank.  .  .Fort  I.upton 

Gilcrest  State  Bank Gilcrest 

Grover  State  Bank Grover 

Hudson  State  Bank Hudson 

Keene  Valley  Bank Keenesburg 

Kersey   State   Bank Kersey 

La  Salle  State  Bank T.a   Salle 

Pierce  Exchange  Bank Pierce 

Roggen  State  Bank Roggen 

Stoneham    Stnte    Bank..., Stoneham 

Farmers'  National  Bank Ault 

First    National    Bank Ault 

Farmers'   State   Bank  of  Gill Gill 

YUMA  COUNTY 

First   National    Bank Wray 

National   Bank   of  Wray Wray 

People's  State  Bank  of  Wray Wray 

First   National   Bank Yuma 

Farmers'  State  Bank  of  Yuma Yuma 

Eckley    State    Bank Eckley 

First    State    Bank    of   Idalia Idalia 

Kirk    State    Bank Kirk 

Laird   State   Bank Laird 

Vernon  State  Bank Vernon 


COLORADO  POSTOFFICES 
POST   OFFICE  COUNTY 

Abbott*     Washington 

Ackmen*    Montezuma 

Adena*    Morgan 

Agate* : Elbert 

Aguilart    Las  Animas 

SAkront    Washington 

§Alamosat    Alamosa 

Alcreek    Las  Animas 

Alder*    Saguache 

Alfalfa     Las  Animas 

Alice*     Clear  Creek 

Allenspark* Boulder 

Allison*     La  Plata 

Alma*    Park 

Almont  J  *     Gunnison 

Alvin* Yuma 

Ames* San  Miguel 

Amherst*    Phillips 

Amity  t     Prowers 

Amy* Lincoln 

Antlers*   Garfield 

Anton    Washington 

Antonitot      Conejos 

Apache*    Huerfano 

Apex* Gilpin 

Arapahoe*  Cheyenne 

Arastat     San  Juan 

Arboles*    Archuleta 

Arena*    Cheyenne 

Arickaree*     Washington 

Arkansas    Junction Lake 

Arlene    Yuma 

Arlington*    Kiowa 

Armel*    Yuma 

Aroya*     Cheyenne 

Arribat    Lincoln 

Arriola*    Montezuma 

§Arvada+    Jefferson 

§Aspent    Pitkin 

Association    CampJ Larimer 

Atchee*     Garfield 

Atwell*    Las  Animas 

Atwood*    Logan 

Augusta*    Las  Animas 

§Ault7    Weld 

Aurora*    Adams 

Austin* .Delta 

A valo*    Weld 

Avon*    Eagle 

Avondale*    Pueblo 

Axial*    Moffat 

Ayer     Otero 

Bailey*    Park 

Baker    Baca 

Bald    Mountaint Gilpin 

Baldwin* Gunnison 

Bardeen*    El  Paso 

Bnrela*    Las  Animas 

Rarnesville*    Weld 

Barr    Lake* Adams 

§Ba.salt*    Eagle 

Bassick*   Custer 

Battle    Creek*    Routt 

§Bayfield*    La  Plata 

Bearcreek*    Montezuma 

Bear    River Routt 

Bedrock*    Montrose 

Bell  vue*     Larimer 

Bennett*    Adams 

Berthoudt    Larimer 

Berwind*    Las  Animas 

Bethune*     Kit  Carson 

Beulah*    Pueblo 

Bi  jouview* Morgan 

Blackhawkt    Gilpin 

Blaine*    Baca 

Blanca  t    Costilla 

Bland*    Elbert 

Bloom*    Otero 

Bonanzat Saguache 

Boncarbo     Las  Animas 

Bonny    Kit  Carson 

Boone*    Pueblo 

IBouldert Boulder 

Bovina*    Lincoln 

Bowen*    Las  Animas 

Bowie*     Delta 
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Boxelder*    Larimer 

Boyero*     Lincoln 

Brandon*     Kiowa 

§Breckenridge-i-     Summit 

Breen* La  Plata 

Brig-gsdale*     W'^eld 

gBrightont    Adams 

Bristol*    Prowers 

Brodhead*     T^as  Animas 

Bronquist    Pue])lo 

Brookston    Routt 

Brookvale*    Clear  Creek 

Broomfield*    Boulder 

§  Brush  t ^Morgan 

Buckinsrham* Weld 

§Buena  Vistat   Chaffee 

Buffalo  Creek*    Jeffer.'^on 

Buffer    Summit 

Buford*    Rio  Blanco 

Buick*    Elbert 

Burdett*     Washington 

§Burlingtont    Kit  Carson 

Burns*    Eagle 

Burnt   Mill    Pueblo 

Buster*    Las  Animas 

Buttes*    El  Paso 

§Bvers*    Arapahoe 

Caddoa*    Bent 

Calcite* Fremont 

Calhant    El  Paso 

■  Cameo*     Mesa 

Camfield*     Weld 

Campo*   Baca 

Camp   Shumway* Huerfano 

§Canon    Citvt Fremont 

Capitol    City* Hinsdale 

Capulin*   Conejos 

§Carbondalet    Garfield 

Cardiff*    Garfield 

Cardinal*    Boulder 

Carlton*     Prowers 

Carr*    Weld 

Carr  Crossing* Lincoln 

Cary    Ranch* Routt 

Cascade*    El  Paso 

Cassells*    Park 

Castle   Rock-r    Douglas 

Cathedral    Hinsdale 

Cebolla    Gunnison 

Cedar*     San  Miguel 

C5dar  Creek* Montrose 

§Cedaredget   Delta 

Cedarwood* Pueblo 

Centert     Saguache 

Centerville    Chaffee 

§Central    Cityf    Gilpin 

Chama* Costilla 

Chandler* Fremont 

Chapelton    Weld 

Cheneycenter*    Prowers 

Cheraw*    Otero 

Cherokee  Park* Larimer 

Cherry*    Douglas 

§Cheyenne  Wellst    Chevenne 

Childs  Parkt    Hinsdale 

Chivington*    Kiowa 

Chromo*    Archuleta 

Cimarron* Montrose 

Clark*    Routt 

Cliff* Jefferson 

§Cliftont    , Mesa 

Climax*     Summit 

Cloudcrestt    Jefferson 

Clover*    Huerfano 

Clyde*     Baca 

Coalcreekt    Fremont 

Coaldale*    Fremont 

Coalmount*   Jackson 

Coalview*    Routt 

Cokedale*    Las  Animas 

Cole    Kit  Carson 

Coleman*     Weld 

§Collbrant     Me.sa 

Branson*     Las  .\nimas 

Colona*    Ouray 

^Colorado  Spring's! I'^l  P;iso 

Columbine*    Routt 

Comanclie*    Adams 

Comot    I'aik 


POST   OFFICE  COUNTY 

Concrete*    Fremont 

Conejos* Conejos 

Conifer*   Jefferson 

Copet    Washington 

Cornish*    ^Veld 

Cortezt     Montezuma 

Cory*    Delta 

Cotopaxi*    Fremont 

Cousin    Springs* Pueblo 

Cowans*    Lincoln 

Cowdrey Jackson 

§Craigt    Moffat 

Crawford*     Delta 

§Creede+   Mineral 

Crest*    Weld 

§Crested   Buttef Gunnison 

Crestone*    Saguache 

§Cripple    Creekt     Teller 

Critchell* Jefferson 

Crook*     Logan 

Crowley* Crowley 

Cuchara  Camps Huerfano 

Cucharas* Huerfano 

Cumbres* Conejos 

Dacono*    Weld 

Dailey *     . Logan 

Dalerose*    Las  Animas 

Dawson     Routt 

§DeBequet    Mesa 

Debs    Hinsdale 

Deckers*    Douglas 

Deepcreek*     Routt 

Deertrailt Arapahoe 

Delaguat    Las  Animas 

Delcarbon*    Huerfano 

§Del    Nortet    Rio  Grande 

gDeltat    Delta 

De  Nova*   Washington 

§Denvert    Denver 

Derby*    Adams 

Dillingham*     Washington 

Dillon*    Summit 

Divide*     Teller 

Dolorest     Montezuma 

Dove    Creek Dolores 

Dover*    Weld 

Doyleville*    Gunnison 

Drake*    Larimer 

Druce*    Las  Animas 

Duer*    Prowers 

Dumont*    Clear  Creek 

Dunkley*     Routt 

Dunton*     Dolores 

§Durangot     La  Plata 

Dyke*    Archuleta 

Eadst     Kiowa 

gEaglet    Eagle 

Earl*    Las  Animas 

Eastlake* Adams 

Eastonville*     El  Paso 

§Eatont    Weld 

Eckert*    Delta 

Eckleyt     Yuma 

§Edgewatert     Jefferson 

Edler*    Baca 

Edwards*     Eagle 

Edwest    T.,as  Animas 

Egnar*     Dolores 

Elba*    Washington 

Elbert*     Elbert 

Eldora*     Boulder 

Elizabeth*     Elbert 

Elkton*     Teller 

El    Moro* T^as  Animas 

Elphis    Kit  Carson 

Emma*    Pitkin 

Empiret     Clear  Creek 

Engiewoodt      Arapahoe 

Eriet     Weld 

Escalante    Forks Mesa 

I'^skdale*    Adams 

l<]spinoza*     Conejo.s 

I'^stabrook*    ]\ark 

Estelono*    Baca 

Estes  Parkt    T..arimer 

Eureka*     San  Juan 

SKvans*    Weld 

lOvergreen*    Jefferson 

I'^iiiplay*    Park 
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Falcon*    El  Paso 

Farr*    Huerfano 

Ferberite    Boulder 

Firestone*    Weld 

Firstview*    Cheyenne 

Flaglert    Kit  Carson 

Flat    Top+     Washing-ton 

Flemingt    Logan 

§Florence+    Fremont 

Florestai     Gunnison 

Florissant*    Teller 

Floyd    Hill Clear  Creek 

Flues*    Las  Animas 

Fondis* Elbert 

Forbes*    Las  Animas 

Forder* Lincoln 

Forestdale    ' Custer 

Forkscreek*     Jefferson 

§Fort  Collinst    Larimer 

Fort   Garland*    Costilla 

Fort  Logant    Arapahoe 

Fort  Luptont Weld 

§Fort  Morgant    Morgan 

Fosston*    Weld 

Fountain*     El  Paso 

§Fowlert     Otero 

Foxton*    Jefferson 

Franktown*    Doug-las 

Eraser*    Grand 

Fra-R'ley*    Summit 

Frederick*    Weld 

Frisco*    Summit 

§Fruitat    Mesa 

Galatea*    Kiowa 

Galeton*    Weld 

Garcia*   Costilla 

Gardner*    Huerfano 

Garfield*    Chaffee 

Garnett*    Alamosa 

Garo*    Park 

Gary*    Morgan 

Gateway  *    Mesa 

Genoa*     Lincoln 

§Georgetownt     Clear  Creek 

Gibson*    Saguache 

Gilcrest*    Weld 

Gill*   Weld 

Gilman*    Eagle 

Glade  Park*   Mesa 

Glen* Wasliington 

Glendevey   Larimer 

Glen   Havent    Larimer 

§Glenwood    Spring-st     Garfield 

§Golden+    Jefferson 

§Goldfieldt    Teller 

Goldhill*     Boulder 

Goodpasture*    Pueblo 

Goodrich*    Morgan 

Gorham     Boulder 

Gotera   Las  Animas 

Gowanda*   AVeld 

Graft    Baca 

§Granadat    Prowers 

Granby*    Grand 

IGrand  Junction!    Mesa 

Grandlake*    Grand 

§Grand  Valley t    Garfield 

Graneros*    Pueblo 

Granite*    Chaffee 

Grant*    Park 

Graycreek*    Las  Animas 

Great  Divide*    Moffat 

§Greeleyt    Weld 

Green  Knoll* Lincoln 

Greenland*    Douglas 

Green  Mountain  Falls El  Paso 

Greenwood*     Custer 

Griffith*     La  Plata 

Grimaldi     Pueblo 

Grousemonti     Park 

§Grovert    Weld 

Guffey  *     Park 

Gulnare* Las  Animas 

§Gunnisont    Gunnison 

Gurney Yuma 

Gypsum*    Eagle 

Hahns    Peak* Routt 

Hale*    Yuma 

Hanover*    El  Paso 


POST   OFFIC?:  COUNTY 

Happyville*    Yuma 

Harbourdale    Bent 

Hardin*     '.  '.  Weld 

Harrisburs*     Washing-ton 

Hartman*    Prowers 

gart.sel*    Park 

Hastmg-st     Las  Animas 

gasty*      Bent 

Haswellt     Kiowa 

Hawthorne*     Boulder 

Haxtunt      Phillips 

ga^'l^^o, Routt 

Hayden+     Routt 

Hayman==     Park 

Hebron*    Jackson 

Heiberger*    Mesa 

Henderson*    Adams 

Hereford*    Weld 

germes*     '.Yuma 

germit    Hinsdale 

Hesperus*     La  Plata 

Higbee=^     Otero 

Highmore*     Garfield 

gi^ho-      Jackson 

gi;ii'?se+     Morgan 

g!    si^e-   Fremont 

Hill    Top-    Douglas 

Hoehne-    Las  Animas 

mollyt       Prowers 

goiyoket    Phillips 

gome^    Larimer 

Hooper-    .    Alamosa 

§Hotchkisst   Delta 

Hot   Sulphur   Springs*    '.V.Grand 

Howard*  .         Fremont 

Howardsville*    San  Juan 

Howbert*    park 

^^y^  •     ■ Morgan 

Hudson*    Weld 

Huerfano*     Huerfano 

Hughes* Yuma 

^S""^?  ,. Lincoln 

gusted*     El  Paso 

gyfie^e-    Boulder 

SiVZi^    o  •••■■•  x Washington 

§Idaho   Springst    Clear  Creek 

l^^l\%      Yuma 

l^^a.1*      Huerfano 

Jf>"aciot     La  Plata 

g^ff* Logan 

gsf* Custer 

Independencet    Teller 

-'■°^^* Gunnison 

Ironton*     Ouray 

Irving*    Douglas 

Ivanhoe*     Pitkin 

Jackrabbit    Moffat 

Jamestown*     Boulder 

Jaroso*    Costilla 

Jefferson*    Park 

Joes* :: ::::::;Yuma 

Johnstown*    Weld 

Joyco\^*    ■.■.■.■.'.■.■.  Baca 

Jo^'^'^"* .  Jefferson 

Jual    •  .  .  . Dolores 

§  Julesburgt    Sedgwick 

Juniper    Moffat 

Kalou.s Weld 

Karvel*      .'Lincoln 

Kauffman*    Weld 

Kearns    Archuleta 

Keating*     Custer 

Keenesburg*    Weld 

Kelim         '  Larimer 

Kendrick*     Lincoln 

Kepta*   Weld 

Ker.sey* weld 

g^J'-^lo^*    Elbert 

,^]^      : Las  Animas 

SKjOwjit     Elbert 

Kirk*       Yuma 

Kirkwell     Baca 

Kit  Carson*    Cheyenne 

Klme* La  Plata 

K*^fnis: Weld 

Kokomot    Summit 

Konantz* Baca 

l^rain*    Chaffee 

Kremmlingt    Grand 
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Kuhns    Crossins*     Elbert 

Kunert     Weld 

Kutch*     Elbert 

LaBoca T.a  Plata 

Ladore*    Moffat 

§Lafayettet   Boulder 

T.a  Garita*    Saguache 

T^aird* Yuma 

La  Jara  t Conejos 

§La   Juntat    Otero 

Lake   Cityf    Hinsdale 

Lake  George*   Park 

Lakewood* Boulder 

§Lamart    Prowers 

Lamport*     Baca 

Laplata*    La    Plata 

Laporte*    Larimer 

Larkspur*    Douglas 

La    Sallet     Weld 

SLas   Animast     Bent 

Lasauses*     Conejos 

Lascar   Huerfano 

T^aub    I'-as  Animas 

Lavallev*     Costilla 

^La  Vetat   Huerfano 

Lawson*   Clear  Creek 

I,ay*    Moffat 

Lazear*    Delta 

Leader*     Adams 

§Leadvillet      Lake 

T^eal  *    Grand 

Lebanon* Montezuma 

Leonard*    San  Miguel 

Leroy *    Logan 

Lester*     Huerfano 

Lewis*    Montezuma 

Liberty*    Saguache 

Lily Moffat 

T^ine*        Pueblo 

§Limon't ' Linc-ln 

Lindon*     Washington 

SLittletont    Arapahoe 

Livermore*    Larimer 

Lobatos     Conejos 

Loco    Kit   Carson 

Lodget    Gunnison 

Logcabin*    Larimer 

Loma*    Mesa 

Lombard   Clear  Creek 

§Longmontt     Boulder 

Longs    Peak*    Larimer 

Longviewv    Jefferson 

Loretto*    Arapahoe 

SLouisvillet    Boulder 

Louviers*     Douglas 

§Lovelnndt    Larimer 

T^ucerne*    Weld 

Tvudlowt    Las  Animas 

Lvcan*    Baca 

S  Lyons  t     Boulder 

Ly tie*    El   Paso 

McClave*    Bent 

McCoy*     Eagle 

McElmo    Montezuma 

McGregor     Routt 

§Mackt     Mesa 

Magnolia*    Boulder 

Maher* Montrose 

Maitland*    Huerfano 

Malta*    Lake 

Manassa*    Conejos 

8Mancost     Montezuma 

SManitout     El     Paso 

SManzanolat     Otero 

§M;irblet    Gunnison 

M.'irnel     Pueblo 

Miirtin*    Grand 

Marvine*    Rio  Blanco 

Masonville*     T^arimer 

M;iss;idona     Moffat 

Masters*    Weld 

Matheson*     Elbert 

Maxey*     Baca 

Mavbell*     Moffat 

Mead*     Weld 

Medford   Springs    Heiil 

Medill      ("^hevenne 

§Meokert    Rio  Blanco 

Meekton*    Wasliington 


POST   OFFICE  CO  TNT  Y 

Meredith    Pitkin 

Merino* Logan 

Mesa*     Mesa 

Mesita*     Costilla 

Messex*    Washington 

Micanite*    Fremont 

Mildred* Yuma 

Milliken* Weld 

Mindeman     Otero 

Mineral  Hot  Springs*    Saguache 

Minturn*     Eagle 

Mirage*    Saguache 

Model*    Las   Animas 

Moffat*     Saguache 

Mogote*    Conejos 

Molina*    Mesa 

Monarch:!:     Grand 

§Monte  Vista t    Rio  Grande 

Montezuma*    Summit 

§Montro«et      Montrose 

Monument!    El  Paso 

Moraine  Park*   Larimer 

Morapos Moffat 

Morley *    Las   Animas 

Mosca*     Alamosa 

Mount  Harris* Routt 

Mount   Morrison*    Jefferson 

Mount  Pearl* Cheyenne 

Mustang*    Huerfano 

Mystic*     Routt 

Nast      Pitkin 

Nathrop*    Chaffee 

Naturita*     Montrose 

§Nederlandt     Boulder 

Nepesta* Pueblo 

iiNew  Castlet   Garfield 

Newett*    Chaffee 

New    Raymer*     Weld 

Ninaview*    Bent 

Niwot*    Boulder 

Noel*      San    Mieuel 

Norrie*     Pitkin 

North    Avondale     Pueblo 

North   Creede*    Mineral 

North  way*    Prowers 

Norwood!    San   Miguel 

Nowlinsville*   Baca 

Nucla*    Montrose 

Nunn  *    Weld 

Nyl)urg*     Pueblo 

§Oak    Creek t     Routt 

Oak  view*    Huerfano 

Officer*    Las  Animas 

Ohio*    Gunnison 

Ojo*    Huerfano 

Oklarado*     Baca 

§01athe+     Montrose 

Oleson* Adams 

;  Olnev   Springs!    Crowley 

'  Opal     Bent 

Ophir*    San   Miguel 

Orchard*     Morgan 

Ordwayt     Crowley 

Ortiz*    Conejos 

Osgood  * Weld 

Osier*    Conejos 

Otist      Washington 

§Ourayt    Ouray 

Overland*    Denver 

Ovid*    Sedgwick 

Owl    Jackson 

Oxford*    La    Plata 

I»adroni*    Ti"gan 

Pagoda*    Routt 

Pagosa  Junction* Archuleta 

§Pa*i(>sa    Springs! Archuleta 

Paisiije*    Conejos 

SPalisades!   Mesa 

Pallas!    Routt 

Palmer    Lake*    El    Paso 

Pando*     Eagle 

Paoli*    Phillips 

SPaonIa!      Delta 

Paradox*    Montrose 

Parkdale*    Fremont 

Parker*     Douglas 

I'ailin*     Gunnison 

Parshall*     Grand 

Patches     T.,as    Animas 
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Pawnee*    Morgan 

Peaceful    Valley    Boulder 

Pearl*!   Jackson 

Pearmont    Grand 

Peckham*    Weld 

Peetz*    Logan 

Penrose*   Fremont 

Perins*   La  Plata 

Peyton*    El   Paso 

Phippsburg*    Routt 

Piceance*   Rio  Blanco 

Pittou*     Huerfano 

Piedra   Archuleta 

Pierce* Weld 

Pikeview*    El   Paso 

§Pinet    Jefferson 

Pinecliffe*     Boulder 

Pinewood     Larimer 

Pinnacle Routt 

Pinneo* Washington 

Pinon*     Pueblo 

Pitkin* Gunnison 

Placerville*    San   Miguel 

Plains*     Prowers 

Plainview*    Jefferson 

Plateau  City* Mesa 

Planter*    Washington 

Platero*t    Conejos 

§Plattevillet     Weld 

Plum   Bush*    Washington 

Plum    Valley     Las    Animas 

Poncha   Springs t    Chaffee 

•  Pool* Routt 

Portland*    Fremont 

Powderhorn*    Gunnison 

Price    Creek*    Moffat 

Pride* Baca 

Primero*    Las  Animas 

Proctor*     Logan 

Prowers*    Bent 

Pryor*    Huerfano 

§Pueblot   Pueblo 

Purcell* Weld 

Pyramid     Rio    Blanco 

Pyrolite*     Fremont 

Radium*    Grand 

Rago*    Washington 

Ramah*    El  Paso 

Rand*    Jackson 

Rangely*    Rio  Blanco 

Rattlesnake  Buttes   Huerfano 

Raven*     Garfield 

Ravenwood*     Huerfano 

Read*     Delta 

§Redcliff t    Eagle 

Red  Lion* Logan 

Redmesa* La  Plata 

Redstone*      Pitkin 

Redvale*    Montrose 

Redwing*    Huerfano 

Regnier    Baca 

Renaraye*     Montezuma 

Rene    Otero 

Richards*     Baca 

Ricot    Dolores 

Ridge*   Jefferson 

§Ridgwayt    Ourav 

§Rif  let     Garfield 

Riland .  .  .  Eagle 

Rioblanco Rio  Blanco 

Ri  verbend*     Elbert 

Rockvalet   Fremont 

Rock  wood*    T^a    Plata 

SRockv  Fordt    Otero 

Rodley  *    Baca 

Roggen*     Weld 

Rollinsville* Gilpin 

Romeo*     Conejos 

Romley*    Chaffee 

Rosem'ont*     Teller 

Rosita* .Cusfer 

Roubideau*     Delta 

Rouse* Huerfano 

Rowena*     Boulder 

Ruedi  *     ; Eagle 

Rugby*     * Las    Animas 

Rule    Bent 

Rush  *     El    Paso 

Russell      Costilla 


POST  OFFICE  COUNTY 
Russell  Gulch t    Gilpin 

§Rye*    Pueblo 

Saguachet   Saguache 

Saint  Elmo*    Chaffee 

Salem Arapahoe 

§Salida+    Chaffee 

Salina*    Boulder 

Sams* San  Miguel 

San     Acacio*     Costilla 

Sanf  ord*     Conejos 

San   Luis*    Costilla 

San  Pablo* Costilla 

Sapinero*   Conejos 

Sargents*    Saguache 

Sawpit*    San  Miguel 

Scholl*     Grand 

Sedalia*   Douglas 

Sedgwick*     Sedgwick 

Segundo*    Las  Animas 

§Seibertt    Kit  Carson 

Sellar*    PJtkin 

Setonsburg*    Baca 

Seven    Castles    Eagle 

Severance*    Weld 

Sharpsdale    Huerfano 

Shaw*    Lincoln 

Shawnee*     Park 

Sheephorn*      Eagle 

Sheridan  Lake* Kiowa 

Sidney*     Routt 

Siloam*     Pueblo 

Silt*    Garfield 

Silver    Cliff*     Custer 

Silver  Plumet    Clear  Creek 

§Silvertont     San    Juan 

Simla*    Elbert 

Simpson*    Washington 

Sinbad    Montrose 

Slater*    Moffat 

Sligo* Weld 

Sloss    Eagle 

Smugglert    San    Miguel 

Sneffels* Ouray 

Snowmass*    Pitkin 

Snyder*   Morgan 

Solar     Huerfano 

Somerset*   Gunnison 

Sopris*     Las    Animas 

South    Fork* Rio   Grande 

South   Platte* .  .Jefferson 

Spence*     Washington 

Spicer*    Jackson 

Springfieldt     Baca 

Surgin*      Weld 

Squaretop     Archuleta 

Stamford*    Las   Animas 

Starkvillet   Las  Animas 

ISteamboat  Springst    Routt 

Stef  fens : Yuma 

8Sterlingt    Logan 

Stillwater*    Grand 

Stone    City*     Pueblo 

Stoneham*     Weld 

Stoner*     Montezuma 

Stonington*     Baca 

Strasburg*    Arapahoe 

§Strattont    Kit  Carson 

Strong*    Huerfano 

Strontia    Springs Douglas 

§Sugar  Cityt    Crowley 

Sugar    Loaf*     Boulder 

Sulphur    Rio    Blanco 

Sunbeam*     Moffat 

Sunset*     Boulder 

Superior*    Boulder 

Swallows*    Pueblo 

Sweetwater    Kiowa 

Swift*    Lincoln 

Swinkt    Otero 

Tobasco*    Las   Animas 

Tabernash  * Grand 

Tacoma  *    La  Plata 

Tacony *    Pueblo 

Tarryall*    Park 

§Telluridet     San    Miguel 

Tennessee    Pass*    Lake 

Tercio*   Las  Animas 

Texas   Creek*    Fremont 

Thatcher*    Las   Animas 
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Thedalund Adams 

Thomasville*    Pitkin 

Thornburg* Rio  Blanco 

Thurman*     Washing-ton 

Tiffany*    La    Plata 

Timnath*     Larimer 

Timpas*    Otero 

Tioga*    Huerfano 

Tobe*    Las   Animas 

Tolland*     Gilpin 

Tollerburg*     Las    Animas 

Toltec*     Huerfano 

Toponas*    Routt 

Towaoc*     Montezuma 

Towner*    Kiowa 

Trinchera* Las  Animas 

§Trinidadt    Las    Animas 

Troublesome*     Grand 

Troutville*:;:     Eagle 

Troy*    Las   Animas 

Trull*    Routt 

Tungsten    Bouldei' 

Turret*      Chaffee 

Tuttle*   Kit  Carson 

Twin   Lakes*    Lake 

Two   Buttes*    • Baca 

Undercliffe*      Pueblo 

Uranium    Montrose 

Ute* Montrose 

Utleyville*    Baca 

Valdez* Las  Animas 

Vallery*    Morgan 

Vanadium*    San  Miguel 

Vega  Rancli    Las   Animas 

Vernon*    Yuma 

Veta  Pass*    Costilla 

§  Victort     Teller 

Vilas*     Baca 

Villagrove*     Saguache 

Villegreen*    Las   Animas 

Virginia    Dale*     Larimer 

Vona*    Kit  Carson 

Wages*     Yuma 

Wagon    Wheel    Gap*    Mineral 

Waitley    Washington 

Waldent     Jackson 

Wallstreet*     Boulder 

Walsen*     Huerfano 

§Walsenburgt    Huerfano 

Wardt    Boulder 

Waremart    Pueblo 

Watkins*    Adams 

Watson*     Pitkin 

Waunita   Hot    Springs*    Gunnison 

Webb*    Prowers 

Weitzer* Otero 

Weldona*    Morgan 

Wellingtont    Larimer 

"VS^entworth* .Baca 

§Westcliffe+    Custer 

Westcreek*     Douglas 

Westminster*   Adams 

Westont    Las  Animas 

Westplains   Logan 

Wetmore*     Custer 

Wezel     Lincoln 

Wheatridget     Jefferson 

Whitepine*   Gunnison 

AVhiterock    Pueblo 

Wliitewater*     Mesa 

§  Wigginst     Morgan 

Wigwam*    El    Paso 

Wild   Horset    Cheyenne 

Wiley t    Prowers 

AVillard*    Logan 

§Windsort     Weld 

Winston*     I^ogan 

Witherbee  •    Yuma 

Wolcott*     Eagle 

Wolf  creek Elbert 

Woodland   Park*    Teller 

Woodmen t     El    Paso 

Woodrow*    Washington 

Wootton* Eas  Animas 

Wortman    T^ake 

Wray  f     Yuma 

Yachita*   T^as  Animas 

Yampa*     Routt 

Yeiser     E:is    Animas 


POST  OFFICE  COUNTY 

Yellow    Jacket* Montezuma 

Yetta* Las  Animas 

Yoder*     El    Paso 

Yumat    Yuma 

*Money    order    offices. 

tlnternational  money  order  offices. 

+  Summer   offices. 

§Postal   savings   depositories. 


CITY  AND   TOWN   OFFICIALS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  incor- 
porated cities  and  towns  in  Colorado, 
together  with  the  names  of  their 
mayors  and  clerks.  Blanks  occur  after 
the  names  of  the  towns  from  which 
the  immigration  department  received 
no  report.  The  first  name  in  each  case 
is  that  of  the  mayor  and  the  second 
that  of  the  clerk. 

Aguilar. 

Akron — Arthur  Mitcliell,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Blauser. 

Alamosa — A.  F.  Bethman,  George  E. 
Lake. 

Alma — William  Melville,  J.  F.  Single- 
ton. 

Animas  City^ — E.   F.  McCartney,   Addie 

B.  McCartney. 

Antonito — Ludwig  Riedel,  Walter  D. 
Carroll. 

Arvada — Dr.    Richard    Russell,    George 

C.  Townsley. 

Aspen — Charles  Wagner,  Charles  Dai- 
ley. 

Ault— B.  H.  Miller,  F.  J.  Mclntyre. 

Aurora — J.  N.  Trompen,  Harry  M. 
Trompen. 

Basalt — E.  H.  Gray,  W.  E.  Reid. 

Bayfield — William  Springer,  Walter  A. 
Wood. 

Bertho'ud — H.  D.  Williams.  Ruth  Peter- 
son. 

Blanca — J,  M.  Pinney,  J.  L.  Darnell. 

Bonanza — John  E.  Ashley,  Hubert 
Poole. 

Boulder — F.  C.  Moys.  F.  N.  Totman. 

Breckenridge — George  Robinson,  W.  T. 
Keogh. 

Brighton — W.  D.  Bish,  William  W. 
Dibb. 

Brush — C.  I.  Colwell,  A.  D.  Leerskov. 

Buena  Vista — George  K.  Hartenstein, 
William  W.   Fay. 

Burlington — H.  C.  Schell,  Oliver  Smith. 

Calhan — E.  H.  Woodring,  P.  P.  Huston. 

Canon  City — C.  A.  Biggs,  H.  C. 
Webster. 

Carbondale — W.  H.  Long,  M.  Irene 
Lehow. 

Castle  Rock — H.  L.  Shellabarger,  W.  L. 
Troutfetter. 

Cedaredge — J.  L.  Patterson,  G.  W.  Hall. 

Central  City — Robert  Wilkenson,  W.  C. 
Matthews. 

Center — C.  W.  Ickes,  F.  G.  Rockfellow. 

Cheraw — L  W.  Strickler.  W.  H.  Waif. 

Cheyenne  Wells — J.  E.  Hayes,  Roy 
Huey. 

Coal  Creek — R.  W.  Owens,  John  Ran- 
son. 

Collbran — S.  D.  Lieurance,  Mrs.  Elsie 
I).   Webber. 

Colorado  Springs — Charles  E.  Thomas, 
Earl  E.  Ewing. 

Cortez — J.  M.  Brumley,  Hattie  Hall. 

Craig — Clyde  M.  Downs,  Harold  C. 
Sather. 

Crawford — Henry  E.  Welborn,  William 
J.  Wood. 

Creede — A.  W.  Derrick,  C.  E.  Marvin. 

Crested  Butte — John  Arnott,  L.  G. 
Espey. 

Cripple  Creek — E.  P.  Arthur,  Jr.,  W.  C. 
McKelvy. 

Crook — C.   A.  Austin.   Fred  T.   Miller. 
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Dacono — C.  A.  Conyers.  Mrs.   S.  Kilian. 

DeBeque — H.  A.  Hanson,  C.  W.  Price. 

Del  Norte — Albert  F.  Cooley.  Lee  Fair- 
Delta — Watson  H.  Stewart.  Dillie  E. 
Wilson. 

Denver — Dewev  C.  Bailey. 

Dillon — C.  J.  Erickson,  Mary  Woodruff. 

Dolores — R.  B.  Dunham.  C.  L.  Flanders. 

Durango — Harry  Jackson,  Ralph  E. 
Myers. 

Eads — M.  V.  McMullen,  A.  Thomas 
Cherry. 

Eagle — A.  H.  Thoberg,  L.  R.  Thomas. 

Eaton — J.  D.  T\nison,   James   Sheppard. 

Edsrewater — James  H.  Hopkins,  Jr.,  C. 
W.  Gist. 

Eldora — W.  T.  Harpel.  Mrs.  John  Dilly. 

Elizabeth — R.  V.  Wiffer,  M.  D.,  Peter 
Blumer. 

Empire — Fred  Nelson,   P.  K.   Bue. 

Englewood — Alfred  T.  Bell,  Thomas  H. 
Noonon. 

Erie — William  Nicholson.  W.  B.  Ed- 
wards. 

Estes    Park — Fred    Payne    Clatworthv. 

D.  F.   Godfrey. 

Eureka — Bruce  Marquand,  A.  W.  Smith. 

Evans — A.    R.   Weinhold,   C.   C.   Prunty. 

Fairplay — John  D.  Buyer,  Frank  Clark. 

Firestone — Jake  Popineau.  L.  R.  Wal- 
lace. 

Flag-ler — W.  R.  Heiserman,  William 
Knies. 

Fleming- — E.  J.  Rudel,  W.   S.  Bellman. 

Florence — T.  M.  Howells,  Mrs.  Mannie 
Harmon. 

Fort  Collins — Fred  W.  Stover.  A.  J. 
Rosenow. 

Fort  Lupton — John  E.  Philpott.  A.  H. 
Bell. 

Fort  Morgan — C.   H.   Gilbertson,   Frank 

E.  Shepherd. 

Fountain — F.  E.  Torbin.  George  I.  Phil- 
lips. 

Fowler — Frank  D.  Crocker.  Walter  M. 
Berry. 

Frederick — J.  P.  Cassidy,  Thomas  J. 
Daley. 

Frisco — Louis  A.  Wildhack,  Gus  Le- 
vene. 

Fruitn — Dr.  Harry  W.  Wliite.  Edgar  B. 
Cronkhite. 

Georeretown — John  James  "W^hite.  Ed- 
ward  Butts. 

Gilcrest — W.   K.   Gilcrest,   E.  Hadley. 

Glenwood  Springs — Charles  W.  Dar- 
row.   May  D.  McReavy. 

Golden — Dr.  D.  E.  Garvin,  H.  T.  Curry. 

Goldfield — C.  H.  Corbin,  Blanche  B. 
Odell. 

Granada — E.  C.  Gee,  L.  C.  Elver. 

Granby — C.  H.  Nuckoll>^.  Emil  F.  Linke. 

Grand  Junction — Charles  E.  Cherring- 
ton.  Charles  K.  Holmburg. 

Grand  Valley — S.  B.  Wasson,  Gus  Pas- 
quier. 

Greeley — C.  D.  Todd.  W.  A.  Hotchkiss. 

Green  Mountain  Falls — E.  E.  Brown, 
E.   S.   Armentrout. 

Grover — C.  A.  Black,  George  H.  Man- 
ning. 

Gunnison — F.  C.  Martin,  R.  J.  Hards. 

Gypsum — Howard  L.  Van  Horn,  Mayme 
Stremme. 

Hartman' — H.  M.  Greene,  Elmer  Ow- 
ings. 

Haxtun — I.  N.  Whitaker,  Earl  C.  Don- 
aldson. 

Hayden — Joseph  Cuber,  Ford  P. 
Weyandt. 

Holly — Harry  D.  Steele,  F.  G.  Demaroy. 

Holyoke— G.  W.  Garland,  W.  E.  Hegin- 
botham. 

Hooper — G.  W.  McClanahan,  D.  E.  Mc- 
intosh. 

Hotchkiss — Ed  Goddard,  W.  R.  Hin- 
man. 

Hot  Sulphur  Springs — Franklin  T. 
Huntingtf)n.  Harriet  A.  M.  Huntington. 


Hudson — D.  F.  Smith,  J.  T.  Hotchkiss. 

Hugo — John  P.  Dickenson.  A.  X.  Wey- 
man. 

Idaho  Springs — E.  M.  Moscript,  F.  H. 
Leach. 

Ignacio — J.  B.  Gelwick,  H.   C.   Biggs. 

Iliff — O.  L.  Cheairs,  L.  G.  Whitney. 

Jamestown — William  Walker.  C.  W. 
Atkinson. 

Johnstown — H.  J.  Parish,  Fred  O. 
Harsh. 

Julesburg — G.  H.  Austin,  G.  S.  Kins- 
man. 

Kersey — C.  A.  Taylor,  U.  G.  Drum- 
mond. 

Kiowa — E.   P.  Nott,   Carl  Nacke. 

Kremmling — P.  J.  Martin.  C.  C.  Eustin. 

Lafayette — Ben  Cundall.  Josephine 
A  meter. 

LaJara — I.  B.  Richardson.  George  W. 
M.  Nutting. 

LaJunta — Fred  A.  Sabin,  S.  W.  Brown. 

Lake  City. 

Lamar — S.  D.  Church.   S.  E.  Cook. 

LaSalle— W.  H.  Jay,  T.  W.  Olsen. 

Las  Animas — Frank  Kreybill.  Jessie 
Simmons. 

LaVeta. 

Leadville — J.  A.  Jeannotte.  Maybelle 
McMahon. 

Limon' — Thomas  J.  Bell.  F.   C.  Kenaga. 

Littleton — S.  A.  Noyes,  Fred  M.  Moore. 

Longmont — Rae  H.  Kiteley,  George  H. 
Stonex. 

Louisville — George  Golden,  H.  E.  Usin- 
ger. 

Loveland — G.  W.  Foster.  Georgia  C. 
Ri^t. 

Lyons — "W.  R.  Kincaid.  Charles  V.  En- 
gert. 

Manassa — B.  W.  Harrison.  Steplien  A. 
Smith. 

Mancos — TVilliam  J.  Miller.  E.  E.  Hu- 
miston. 

Manitou — J.  Frank  Campbell.  H.  H. 
Grafton. 

Manzanola — D.  E.  Hunter.  A.  R.  Stover. 

Mead — Dr.  J.  B.  Clvmer.  Rev.  C.  E. 
Gray. 

Meeker — W.  D.  Simms,  T.  B.  Scott. 

Merino — P.  A.  Ballard,  R.  W.  Bullock. 

Milliken — S.  T.  Wilson,  O.  L.  Altvater. 

Minturn — C.    A.   Wilcox,   Walter   Guire. 

Moffat — D.  W.  Crabtree,  Thomas  Saf- 
fell. 

Monte  Vista — George  M.  Corlett,  D.  B. 
Clark. 

Montrose — D.  R.  Grant,  Jennie  L.  Bell. 

Monument — Charles  C.  Garrett.  An- 
drew Curry. 

Morrison' — Z.  M.  Pipe,  clerk  not  yet  ap- 
pointed. 

Nederland — R.  E.  Ewalt,  W.  E.  Norris. 

New  Castle — John  W.  Ritter,  M.  Bur- 
nett. 

Norwood — D.  Lee  Staley,  F.  E.  Rice. 

Nucla — W.  A.  Hopkins,  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Wittern. 

Nunn — L.    D.    Orton,    R.    G.   Knox. 

Oak  Creek — G.  F.  Watt.  Joseph  C. 
Scharp. 

Olathe — F.  E.  Fields.  A.  W.  K.  Demere. 

Olney  Springs — S.  T.  Hussen,  R.  B. 
Milhollin. 

Ophir — C.  L.  Brown,  C.  A.  Edshom. 

Orchard  City — E.  J.  Mathews,  Edmund 
Stabler. 

Ordway — W.  H.  Crisman,  John  B. 
Estes. 

Otis — Thomas  P.  Rehder,  Albert  V. 
Anderson. 

Ouray — David  A.  Boyd,  C.  A.  Norton. 

Pagosa  Springs — S.  H.  Dickerson,  R.  F. 
Byrne. 

Palisades — H.   G.  Crissey,  J.  W.  Hoke. 

Palmer  Lake. 

Paonia — C.  T.  Vincent,  W.  R.  Osbold- 
stone. 

Peetz — C.  W.  Reed,  Fred  E.  Stephens. 

Pierce — W.  J.  Johnson,  Charles  H. 
Reed. 
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Platteville — L.  B.  Tucker,  O.  E.  Cam- 
den. 

Poncha  Springs — C.  A.  Underwood, 
Mary   T.   Smith. 

Pueblo — ]Mike  Studzinski.  John  M. 
Jackson. 

Redcliff — M.  A.  Walsh,  Nettie  M.  Cave. 

Rico— H.  J.   Crandall.   C.   M.   Mullins. 

Ridgway — Eugene  Bice.  Carroll  M. 
Stanwood. 

Rifle — George  M.  Howard,  George  ^\'. 
Pittman. 

Rockvale — Gwellyn  Phillips.  W.  L. 
Murray. 

Rocky  Ford — Philip  J.  Reifel.  J.  A. 
Johnson. 

Saguache — Horace  B.  Means.  William 
Fellers. 

Salida — Charles  F.  Johnson.  Bertie  W. 
Roney. 

Sanford — James  O.  Olsen.  Fred  Bent- 
ley. 

Soibert — I.  O.  Conley.   Paul  R.   Veeder. 

Sheridan — Charles  Lawton,  Leonard  H. 
Stecklein. 

Silt — John   Fuller,   Roy  Howard. 

Silver  Cliff— J.  T.  Strochlke.  A.  H.  Hen- 
ning. 

Silver  Plume — F.  L.  Palmquist.  John  G. 
Catren. 

Silverton — E.  C.  Haas.  Henrietta  Ba- 
rotto. 

Simla — C.  S.  Steinmetz.  Maude  Thomp- 
son. 

Springfield— J.  C.  Culp,  Charles  T.. 
Douglity.  • 

Steamboat  Springs — Clav  Monson.  P>. 
B.    P.radlev. 


Pitkin — Frank   Clarke.    L.    I.   Turner. 

St.  Elmo — Daniel  Clark,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Taber. 

Sterling — H.  E.  Munson,  J.  R.  Jenkins. 

Sugar  City — W.  F.  Tarbox,  C.  E.  Rock- 
well. 

Superior — William  Cullen,  F.  J.  L..  Mac- 
Cormac. 

Swink — Frank  Kasper,  C.  L.   Miller. 

Telluride — James  F.  Quine.  Clara  J. 
Rogers. 

Trinidad — E.   D.   Wight.   I.   Q.   Milliken. 

Two  Buttes. 

Victor — Charles  S.  Anderson.  Matt  Ed- 
wards. 

Walden — K.  J.  MacCallum.  W.  E. 
Viner. 

Walsenburg  —  C.  Victor  Mazzone. 
George  R.  Caldwell. 

Ward— W.  T.  Schmoll.  William  G. 
Paulding. 

Wellington — Dr.  E.  I.  Raymond.  E.  V. 
Williams. 

Westcliffe — John  Edman,  Thomas 
Clark. 

Westminster — J.  G.  Weber.  H.  T.  Bus- 
well. 

Wiley— F.  H.  Tanner.  J.  B.  Carley. 

Williamsburg — Mike  Morris,  Joe  Joiin. 

Windsor — Roy  Ray,   Ombra   Luce. 

Woodland  Park — A.  D.  Hockman,  A.  C. 
Embree. 

Wray — William  Hemdel.  H.  A.  Kling- 
ner. 

Yampa — Charles  J.  Wlieeler.  Charles  K. 
Simon. 

Vuma — J.   M.  Mover.   Miss  Lulu  Miller. 


Colorado  Commercial  Organizations 


a.CTIVE  commercial  organizations 
in  all  parts  of  Colorado  are 
doing  efficient  work  toward 
building  up  their  respective  communi- 
ties and  developing  the  resources  of  the 
state  as  a  whole.  A  state  organization 
known  as  the  Colorado  Association  of 
Commercial  Executives,  made  up  prin- 
cipally of  the  secretaries  of  local  com- 
mercial bodies,  looks  after  matters 
that  affect  the  entire  state  and  en- 
deavors to  bring  about  full  co-operation 
on  all  large  state-building  policies. 
Prank  E.  Eckel,  secretary  of  the 
Boulder  Commercial  association,  is 
president  of  this  organization,  and 
Harry  N.  Burhans  of  the  Denver  Tour- 
ist bureau  is  its  secretary.  The  Colo- 
rado Manufacturers'  association,  with 
headquarters  in  Denver,  was  organized 
to  represent  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  entire  state  and  has  mem- 
bers in  all  the  important  cities  and 
towns.  Its  principal  activities  have 
been  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  gov- 
ernment contracts  for  war  material, 
furnishing  government  bureaus  infor- 
mation regarding  facilities  offered  in 
Colorado  for  furnishing  materials  of 
which  the  government  is  in  need  and 
interesting  capital  in  the  establishment 
of  new  manufacturing  industries  in 
various  parts  of  the  state.  W.  J.  H. 
Doran  of  Denver  is  president  and  Carl 


Hinton  is  executive  secretary.  The 
Colorado  Development  federation,  or- 
ganized during  the  war,  had  for  its  pur- 
pose when  originally  planned  the  co- 
ordination of  all  interests  in  the  state 
to  obtain  for  Colorado  a  maxi- 
mum of  war  contracts  which  the  state 
was  in  position  to  fill.  Its  later  plans 
are  for  a  general  campaign  of  state  de- 
velopment, through  the  co-operation 
of  interests  in  all  sections  of  the  state. 
Cass  E.  Herrington  is  chairman  and 
Horace  Willcox  is  executive  secretary, 
with  Carl  Hinton  as  Washington  rep- 
resentative. The  following  list  contains 
the  names  of  all  commercial  bodies  in 
the  state  from  which  the  immigration 
department  has  received  reports.  Since 
new  organizations  are  being  formed 
constantly  it  is  more  than  possible  that 
a  few  active  organizations  have  not  re- 
ported. 

ADAMS   COUNTY 

Brig-hton — I'^uiiums  and  Mcrciiaiits  as- 
sociation: president,  W.  C.  Hood,  Jr.;  sec- 
H'tary.  William  W.  Dibb;  covers  city  of 
l'.ri«ht()n  and  surrounding:  country. 

Bennett — Commercial  (^lub  of  Bennett; 
pi-esident,  V.  W.  Barr;  secretary,  Fred  P. 
Murphy;  covers  cit.v  of  Bennett  and  sur- 
rounding farming  district. 

Aurora — .Aurora  Busines.s  Men's  asso- 
ciation; president.  S.  A.  Feldman;  secre- 
tary. A.  W.  Hooper;  covers  city  of  Aurora 
an(i  vicinitv. 
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I>epl)y — Derby  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, J.  H.  Patterson;  secretary,  D.  W. 
Irwin;  covers  town  of  Derby  and  vicinity. 

Westminster — Westminster  Commer- 
cial club;  president,  A.  D.  Radinsky;  sec- 
retary. Dr.  R.  T.  Calkins;  covers  West- 
minster and  vicinity. 

AZ.AMOSA  COUNTT 

Alamosa — Alamosa  Auto  and  Commer- 
cial association;  president.  Max  Buch- 
man;  secretary,  J.  A.  McDonald;  covers 
Alamosa  county. 

Hooper — Hooper  Commercial  club; 
president,  W.  R.  Pyke;  secretary,  Chas. 
C.  Donlin;  covers  north  end  of  Alamosa 
county  and  southeast  corner  of  Saguache 
county. 

ABCHUI.ETA   COUNTY 

Fag-osa  Spring's  —  Pagosa  Exchange; 
president  and  secretary  to  be  elected; 
covers  San  Juan  basin,  more  particularly 
Archuleta  county. 

BACA  COUNTY 

Springfield  —  Springfield  Commercial 
club;  president.  J.  E.  Terrall;  secretary. 
F.  J.  Graves;  covers  Springfield  and  vi- 
cinity. 

BENT  COUNTY 

Las  Animas — Las  Animas  Commercial 
club;  president.  J.  M.  Jackson;  secretary. 
V.  A.  Hagaman;  covers  Bent  county. 

BOUZiDBB  COUNTY 

Boulder — Boulder  Commercial  associa- 
tion; president.  John  A.  Hunter;  secre- 
tary. Frank  E.  Eckel;  covers  city  of  Boul- 
der and  work  of  interest  throughout  the 
county. 

Boulder — Boulder  County  Metal  Mining 
association;  president,  L.  A.  Ewing;  sec- 
retary. W.  R.  Lewis;  covers  Boulder 
county. 

Iiafayette — Lafayette  Commercial  as- 
sociation; president.  Earl  J.  Burns;  sec- 
retary. Benj.  J.  Radford;  covers  Lafa- 
yette and  vicinity. 

Iiong'mont — Longmont  Commercial  as- 
sociation; president,  Lloyd  C.  Harris; 
secretary,  Clarence  P.  Emery;  covers  city 
of  Longmont. 

liOuisville  —  Louisville  Commercial 
club;  president,  Harry  Ball;  secretary, 
George  Dalby;  covers  Louisville  and  vi- 
cinity. 

Iiyons — Lyons  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, M.  W.  Turner;  secretary.  O.  J. 
Ramey;  covers  city  of  Lyons  and  about 
six  to  ten  miles  around  it. 

CHAFFEB  COUNTY 

Buena  Vista — Buena  Vista  Board  of 
Trade;  president,  Ernest  Wilber;  secre- 
tary. Andy  Joy;  covers  Buena  Vista  and 
vicinity. 

Salida — Salida  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent. J.  D.  Randol;  secretary,  H.  H.  Park- 
er; covers  city  of  Salida. 

CHEYENNE  COUNTY 

Cheyenne  "Wells — Cheyenne  Wells  Com- 
niprfial  club;  president,  J.  N.  Hollen- 
baugh;  secretary,  C.  T.  Bogert;  covers 
Cbeyenne  Wells  and  surrounding  terri- 
tory. 

CIiEAB  CHEEK  COUNTY 

Empire  —  Empire  Commercial  club; 
president,  G.  H.  Anderson;  secretary,  H. 
M.  Cain;  covers  Clear  Creek  countv. 


Idaho  Springs — Bureau  of  Mines  and 
Commerce;  president,  C.  J.  Hancock;  sec- 
retary, L.  A.  Hafer;  covers  city  of  Idaho 
Springs. 

Silver  Flume — Board  of  Mines  and 
Trade;  president,  Harry  Tampshire;  sec- 
retary, John  Catren;  covers  city  of  Silver 
Plume. 

CONEJOS  COUNTY 

Antonito — Antonito  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; president,  D.  E.  Newcomb;  secre- 
tary, E.  A.  Green;  covers  Conejos  county. 

CROWLEY  COUNTY 

Olney  Spring's — Olney  Springs  Com- 
mercial club;  president,  S.  T.  Husson; 
secretary,  F.  Montgomery;  covers  Olney 
Springs  and  vicinity. 

Sug-ar  City — Sugar  City  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  president,  John  H.  Abel;  sec- 
retary. R.  A.  Hamilton;  covers  Sugar  City 
and  vicinity. 

CUSTER  COUNTY 

Westcliffe — Custer  County  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  president,  George  Phillips; 
secretary.  Rev.  Edward  Berkemeyer;  cov- 
ers Custer  county. 

DELTA   COUNTY 

Delta — Delta  County  Business  Men's 
association;  president,  Carey  B.  Adams; 
secretary.  Theodore  Douglas;  covers 
Delta  county. 

DENVER  COUNTY 

Denver — Denver  Civic  and  Commercial 
Association;  president,  William  V. 
Hodges;  secretary,  Arthur  J.  Dodge;  cov- 
ers city  and  county  of  Denver.  This  or- 
ganization includes  the  following  bu- 
reaus, most  of  which  formerly  were  inde- 
pendent organizations:  Electrical  bu- 
reau'— Norman  Reed,  chairman;  G.  W. 
Bixler,  secretary.  Manufacturers'  bureau 
— W.  J.  H.  Doran,  chairman;  Harry  Zim- 
merhackel,  secretary.  Real  Estate  bu- 
reau— H.  W.  Newcomb,  chairman;  J.  R. 
Smith,  secretary.  Retail  Merchants'  bu- 
reau— George  W.  Gano,  chairman;  Berlin 
Boyd,  secretary.  Tourist  and  Publicity 
bureau — F.  J.  Chamberlin,  chairman: 
Harry  N.  Burhans,  secretary.  Transpor- 
tation bureau — C.  A.  Bowman,  chairman; 
Harry  Dickinson,  secretary.  Advertis- 
ing bureau — J.  F.  Greenawalt.  chairman; 
J.  J.  Cahill,  secretary.  Agricultural  and 
Livestock  bureau — Elias  M.  Ammons, 
chairman;  D.  W.  Thomas,  secretary.  Auto 
Trades  bureau — S.  E.  Norton,  chairman; 
Harrison  Goldsmith,  secretary.  Civic 
and  Legislative  bureau — C.  A.  Kendrick, 
chairman;  Arthur  J.  Dodge,  secretary. 
Coal  bureau — D.  W.  Brown,  chairman; 
Gilbert  C.  Davis,  secretary.  Insurance 
bureau — J.  S.  Fabling,  chairman;  Thomas 
P.  Azpell,  secretary.  Jobbers  bureau — 
Frank  A.  Bare,  chairman;  P.  H.  Reilly, 
secretary.  Mining  bureau — Richard  A. 
Parker,  chairman;  George  A.  Stahl,  sec- 
retary. Salesmanship  bureau — Le  Roy 
Lynch,  chairman;  George  M.  Blackwell, 
secretary. 

EAGLE   COUNTY  • 

Eagle — Eagle  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, W.  H.  Heyer;  secretary,  Adrian 
Reynolds,  Jr.;  covers  the  Eagle  river 
valley. 

ELBERT  COUNTY 

Simla — Simla  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, C.  A.  Huff;  secretary.  E.  E.  Gray; 
covers  Simla  and  vicinity. 
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Elizabeth. — Elizabeth  Commercial  asso- 
ciation; president,  Charles  W.  Reed;  sec- 
retary. William  C.  Wortman;  covers 
Elizabetli   and  vicinity. 

EL   PASO   COUNTY 

Colorado  Spring-s — Colorado  Springs 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  president.  R.  O. 
Giddings;  secretary,  W.  W.  Hite;  covers 
Colorado  Springs  and  the  Pikes  Peak  re- 
gion. 

Foiintaiii — Fountain  Commercial  club; 
president,  H.  L.  Tubbs;  secretary.  C.  W. 
Riddoch;  covers  south  half  of  El  Paso 
county. 

Monument — Monument  Farmers'  and 
Hornemakers'  club;  president.  J.  M.  Prib- 
ble:  .secretary,  R.  E.  Walker;  covers 
^Monument  and  vicinity. 

Callian — Calhan  Commercial  club:  pres- 
ident. D.  Lr.  Schultz;  secretary,  M.  N. 
Johnson;  covers  Calhan  and  vicinity. 

Calhan — Calhan  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; president,  S.  R.  Chubb;  secretary, 
J.  L.  Rector;  covers  city  of  Calhan. 

Palmer  Iiake — Business  Men's  commit- 
tee: co\ers  city  of  Palmer  Lake;  inquiries 
addressed  to  the  town  clerk  will  be  an- 
swered. 

Manitou — The  Manitou  club;  president. 
E.  E.  Nichols;  secretary,  W.  H.  Williams; 
covers  city  of  Manitou. 

PBEMONT  COUNTY 

Florence — Florence  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce: president,  L.  W,  Burgess;  secre- 
tary. H.  C.  Mosher;  covers  eastern  Fre- 
mont county. 

Canon  City — Chamber  of  Commerce; 
president.  David  L.  Robison;  secretary, 
E.   A.   Bradbury;  covers  Canon  City. 

GARFIEI.D  COUNTY 

Glenwood  Spring's — Glenwood  Springs 
Chamber  of  Commerce;  president.  C.  W. 
Darrow;  secretary,  Carleton  Hubbard: 
covers  Glenwood  Springs  and  vicinity. 

Rifle — Rifle  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent. Ed.  McLearn;  secretary.  C.  H.  Du- 
rant;  covers  Rifle  and  vicinity. 

Carhondale — The  Carbondale  District 
Community  club;  president,  O.  F.  Clag- 
ett;  secretary,  J.  A.  Dean;  covers  Carbon- 
dale  and  vicinity. 

Silt — Silt  Community  club;  president. 
R.  F.  Bowles;  secretary,  C.  A.  Hamrick; 
covers  Silt  and  vicinity. 

Grand  Valley — Grand  Valley  Commer- 
cial clul);  president.  E.  E.  Wheatley:  sec- 
retary. J.  J.  Connell;  covers  Grand  A^'alley 
and  vicinity. 

GII.PIN  COUNTY 

Central  City — Gilpin  County  Metal 
Miners'  association;  president.  J.  C.  Jen- 
.«;en;  secretary,  Morris  Hazard;  covers 
riilpin  cf)unty. 

GUNNISON  COUNTY 

Gunnison  -(Junnison  Chaniljcr  of  C(»m- 
morce;  president  Dr.  Geo.  Sullivan:  secre- 
tary. F.  C.  Martin;  covers  Gunnison 
count\-. 

HUERFANO  COUNTY 

'Walsenburg' — Wal  son  burg  Commercial 
clul);  jiresirlont.  IT.  C.  Summers;  secro- 
t:iry,  A.  P.  Atencio;  covers  Huerfano 
county. 

ImO,  "Veta. — T^a  Veta  Commercial  club; 
T)rcsi<l('tit.  T>cin  SinitJi;  seci-otar.\-.  Cleorge 
I'Miii    osloii;   .oxfc^    l,;i    \'.'t;i   ;m<i    vi'-inifv. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY 

Arvada  —  Arvada  Community  club; 
president,  W.  P.  Smith;  secretary,  A.  J. 
Recht;  covers  Arvada  and  vicinity. 

KIOWA   COUNTY 

Eads — Eads  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, W.  R.  Jones;  secretary,  J.  C.  Miller; 
covers  Eads  and  vicinity. 

Haswell — Haswell  Commercial  clvib; 
president,  O.  M.  Davenport:  secretary.  G. 
A.  Xewton;  covers  Haswell  and  vicinity. 

KIT  CARSON  COUNTY 

Flag-ler  —  Flagler  Commercial  club; 
president.  J.  A.  White;  secretary.  Gust 
"\^'estman;  covers  western  Kit  Carson 
county. 

Burling-ton  —  Burlington  Commercial 
club;  president,  J.  K.  Rouze:  secretai-y, 
Louis  Vogt;  covers  towm  of  Burlington 
and  vicinity. 

Stratton — Stratton  Commercial  Club; 
president.  J.  E.  Holtz;  secretary.  E.  W. 
Tarrant;  covers  Stratton  and  vicinity. 

LAKE  COUNTY 

Leadville — Leadville  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce: president.  N.  T.  Schedin:  secre- 
tary, A.  S.  Sharp;  covers  Lake  county. 

LA  PLATA  COUNTY 

Durang"o  —  The  Durango  Exchange; 
president,  J.  A.  Clay:  secretary.  Chas.  E. 
Hall;  covers  the  San  Juan  basin  counties. 

Ig*nacio  —  Ignacio  Commercial  club; 
president,  H.  C.  Biggs:  secretary  O.  I.,. 
Keen;   covers  Pine  River  valley. 

LARIMER  COUNTY 

Loveland — Loveland  Chamlier  <  f  Com- 
merce: president.  Louis  Rachofsky:  sec- 
retary. B.  N.  Sublette;  covers  Loveland 
and  vicinity. 

Berthoud — Berthoud  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; president,  J.  H.  Coleman:  secre- 
tary, P.  D.  Nelson;  covers  southern  Lai-i- 
mer  county  and  part  of  T^^'eld  county. 

Fort  Collins — Fort  Collins  Commercial 
club;  president.  Chas  McMillan:  secre- 
tary. O.  J.  Watrous;  covers  Fort  Collins 
and  vicinity. 

Welling-ton  —  Wellington  Commercial 
rlub;  president.  C.  F.  Osborn;  secretary. 
E.  T.  Puleston;  covers  northeastern  Tiari- 
mer  county  and  small  part  of  Weld 
county. 

Estes  Park — 'Estes  Park  Business  Men's 
association;  president,  F.  P.  Clatworthy; 
secretary,  F.  E.  McDonald;  covers  town 
of  Estes  Park. 

LAS  ANIMAS   COUNTY 

Trinidad — Trinidad-Las  Animas  Coun- 
ty Chamber  of  Commerce;  president.  Sol 
FT.  Jaffa;  secretary,  Franklin  P.  Wood; 
covers  T^as  Animas  county. 

Ag-uilar — -Aguilar  Boosters  club;  covers 
town  of  Aguilar. 

LINCOLN   COUNTY 

Hug'O — Hugo  Chamber  of  Commei-ce; 
president,  B.  K.  Wilson;  secretary.  C.  H. 
Heeler;  covers  Tjincoln  county. 

Limon— Limon  Business  Men's  club; 
T)residoiit.  F.  C.  Kenaga;  secretary,  C.  M. 
Somcrvillc;  covers  Tjimon  and  vicinity. 

Illff — lliff  Community  Progressive  as- 
sociation; president,  J.  J.  Fleming;  sec- 
rolar\-.  W.  1^.  Wilson;  covers  lliff  and 
\-i(iiiit  V. 
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IiOGAN  COUNTY 

Sterlingr — Sterling  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; president,  Joe  Strutzel;  secretary, 
E.  T.  Conquest;  covers  Sterling  and  Lo- 
gan county. 

Merino  —  Merino  Commercial  club; 
president,  C.  R.  Johnson;  secretary,  M. 
M.  Thompson;  covers  Merino  and  vicinity. 

Pleming- — Fleming  Community  club; 
president,  M.  O'Leary;  secretary,  Edgar 
Chamberlain;  covers  Fleming  and  vicin- 
ity. 

3VIESA  COUNTY 

Palisade — Palisade  Community  club; 
president,  J.  C.  Smith;  secretary,  F.  E. 
Bunte;  covers  Palisade  and  vicinity. 

Grand  Junction — Grand  Junction  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce;  president,  M.  D.  Vin- 
cent; secretary,  Wendell  P.  Ela;  covers 
Mesa  county. 

Pruita — Fruita  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

MINEBAI.  COUNTY 
Creede — The  Mineral  County  Business 
Men's  association;  president,  A.  H.  Was- 
son;  secretary,  A.  H.  Major;  covers  Min- 
eral  county. 

MOPPAT   COUNTY 

Craig" — Craig  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, Harry  Shrewsbury;  secretary,  John 
B.  Wills;  covers  Moffat  county. 

MONTEZUMA  COUNTY 
Mancos  —  Mancos-Mesa     Verde      club; 
president,  David  Halls;  secretary,  N.  W. 
Samson;  covers  Montezuma  county. 

Cortez — Cortez  Commercial  club;  pres- 
ident, R.  R.  Smith;  secretary,  Walter  J. 
Moffitt;   covers   Montezuma  valley. 

MONTSOSE  COUNTY 

Nncla — Nucla  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
president,  Lincoln  Vestal;  secretary,  W. 
A.  Hopkins;  covers  western  Montrose 
county. 

Olatlie — Olathe  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
president,  A.  J.  Rawson;  secretary,  C.  C. 
Wortman;  covers  Olathe  and  vicinity. 

Montrose — Montrose  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; president,  C.  O.  Earnest;  secre- 
tary, E.  E.  Schuyler;  covers  Montrose 
county. 

MORGAN  COUNTY 

port  Morgan — Fort  Morgan  Commer- 
cial club;  president.  C.  H.  Giltaertson: 
secretary,  M.  V.  Wigner;  covers  Morgan 
county. 

Bmsli — Brush  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, C.  I.  Colwell;  secretary,  K.  E.  Hille- 
stad;  covers  Brush  and  vicinity. 

OTEBO   COUNTY 

Iia  Junta — La  Junta  Industrial  asso- 
ciation; president,  A.  B.  Richardson;  sec- 
retary, Reg.  Garvin;  covers  La  Junta  and 
vicinity. 

Powler — Fowler  Business  Men's  asso- 
ciation; president,  B.  B.  Basore;  secre- 
tary, G.  B.  Warner;  covers  Fowler  and 
vicinity. 

Cheraw — Cheraw  Booster  club;  secre- 
tary, I.  W.  Strickler;  covers  Cheraw  and 
vicinity. 

Bocky  Pord — Rocky  Ford  Industrial 
association;  president,  W.  D.  Palmer; 
secretary,  J.  L.  Miller;  covers  Rocky 
Ford  and  vicinity. 


Bocky  Pord — Arkansas  Valley  Fair  as- 
sociation; president,  Lewis  Swink;  secre- 
tary, J.  L.  Miller;  covers  Arkansas  val- 
ley. 

Manzanola — Manzanola  Commerce  club; 
president,  E.  O.  Russell;  secretary,  G.  E. 
Bicknell;  covers  town  of  Manzanola. 

Swink — Swink  Commercial  club;  sec- 
retary, J.  M.  Powers;  covers  Swink  and 
vicinity. 

OUBAY  COUNTY 

Ouray — The  Ouray  Boosters'  club; 
president.  T.  V.  Canavan;  secretary,  W. 
W.  Warden ;  covers  Ouray  county. 

Bidg'way — Ridgway  Commercial  club; 
president,  L.  F.  Orvis;  secretary,  B.  B. 
Slick;  covers  Ridgway  and  vicinity. 

FABK  COUNTY 

Pairplay — Park  County  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  president,  H.  Bergstrand;  sec- 
retary, A.  F.  Willmarth;  covers  Park 
county. 

PHIIiIiIFS  COUNTY 

Holyoke — Holyoke  Commercial  club; 
president,  R.  L.  Johnson;  secretary,  H. 
M.  Harms;   covers  Holyoke  and  vicinity. 

PBOWEBS  COUNTY 

Wiley — AViley  Cominercial  club;  presi- 
dent, M.  C.  Steen;  secretary,  Jacob  Funk; 
covers  Wiley  and  vicinity. 

Bristol  —  Bristol  Commercial  club; 
president,  J.  B.  Nichols;  secretary,  H.  L. 
Morgan;  covers  Bristol  and  vicinity. 

Iiamar — Young  Men's  Business  asso- 
ciation; president.  Glen  E.  Kirkpatrick; 
secretary,  Chas.  Owen;  covers  Lamar  and 
vicinity. 

Granada — Granada  Commercial  club; 
president,  E.  C.  Gee;  covers  Granada  and 
vicinity. 

Holly — Holly  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, A.  M.  Dicks;  secretary,  T.  J.  Pon- 
ton; covers  Holly  and  vicinity. 

PUEBZiO   COUNTY 

Pueblo — Pueblo  Commerce  club;  pres- 
ident, Geo.  McLagan;  secretary,  P.  A. 
Gray;  covers  Pueblo  and  southern  Colo- 
rado. 

Boone — Boone  Community  club;  presi- 
dent, M.  V.  Roberts;  secretary,  N.  W.  Sig- 
ler;  covers  eastern  part  of  Pueblo  county. 

RIO  BI.ANCO   COUNTY 

Meeker — Rio  Blanco  Commercial  club; 
president,  Frank  E.  Sheridan;  secretary, 
IL  A.  Wildlmok;  covers  Rio  Blanco 
county. 

BIO  GBANDB   COUNTY 

Del  Norte — The  Del  Norte-Spanlsh 
Trail  Improvement  association;  presi- 
dent, Chas.  W.  Donnen;  secretary,  L.  A. 
Ruark;   covers  Del  Norte  and  vicinity. 

Monte  Vista — Monte  Vista  Commercial 
club;  president,  R.  R.  Mitchell;  secretary, 
D.  C.  Vaile;  covers  Monte  Vista  and  vicin- 
ity. 

ROUTT   COUNTY 

Steamboat  Springs — Steamboat  Springs 
Commercial  club;  president,  F.  A.  Met- 
calf;  secretary,  C.  R.  Monson;  covers 
Routt  county. 

Hayden  —  Hayden  Commercial  club; 
president,  M.  O.  Starr;  secretary,  A.  An- 
derson; covers  Hayden  and  vicinity. 
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Oak  Creek — Oak  Creek  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  president,  Edward  Bell;  sec- 
retary, A.  R.  Freeman;  covers  Oak  Creek 
and  vicinity. 

SAGUACHE  COUNTY 

Center — Upper  Central  San  Luis  Valley 
Information  Bureau;  secretary,  Samuel 
Feast;  covers  Center  and  vicinity. 

Saguache — Saguache  Commercial  club; 
president,  J.  C.  Freedle;  secretary,  Wil- 
liam Fellers;  covers  Saguache  and  vicin- 
ity. 

Crestone — Crestone  Commercial  club; 
president,  Chas.  S.  Bonham;  secretary, 
Chas.  McCormac;  covers  town  of  Cres- 
tone. 

Moffat — Moffat  Community  club;  pres- 
ident. D.  W.  Crobtree;  secretary,  C.  E. 
Morris;  covers  town  of  Moffat  and  vicin- 
ity. 

SAN  JUAN   COUNTY 

Silverton — Silverton  Commercial  club; 
president.  Wm.  A.  Way;  secretary,  Wm. 
A.  Way;  covers  San  Juan  county. 

SEDGWICK  COUNTY 

Jtilesburg* — Julesburg  Community  club; 
president,  Jacob  Frickel,  Jr.;  secretary, 
P.  R.  McDowell ;  covers  Sedgwick  county. 

SUMMIT   COUNTY 

Breckenridg'e — Breckenridge  Commer- 
cial club. 

TEZiZiEB    COUNTY 

Cripple  Creek — Cripple  Creek  Motor 
and  Commercial  club;  president.  H.  D. 
MacDonald;  secretary,  Fred  McCloskey; 
covers  Teller  county. 

WEI.D    COUNTY 

Greeley  —  Weld  County  Commercial 
club;  president.  H.  A.  Bedford,  Platte- 
ville;  secretary,  J.  F.  McCrery,  Greeley; 
covers  Weld  county. 

Atilt — Ault  Agricultural  and  Commer- 
cial club;  president,  M.  E.  Smith;  secre- 
tary, C.  D.  Fullmer;  covers  Ault  and  vi- 
cinity. 


Eaton — Eaton  Commercial  club;  pres- 
ident, C.  W.  H.  Eaton;  secretary,  W.  W. 
Watson;  covers  Eaton  and  vicinity. 

Erie — Erie  Consolidated  Commercial 
association;  president,  Wm.  Nicholson; 
secretary',  C.  R.  Hunt;  covers  city  of  Erie 
and  part  of  Weld  and  Boulder  counties. 

Port  Lupton — Fort  Lupton  Community 
club;  president,  A.  W.  Bracey;  secretary, 
P.  D.  Shepperd;  covers  Fort  Lupton  and 
vicinity. 

Gilcrest — Gilcrest  Commercial  club; 
secretary,  R.  H.  P.  Keller;  covers  town 
of  Gilcrest. 

Greeley — Greeley  Commercial  club; 
president,  C.  T.  Ahlstrand;  secretary,  A. 
I.  Kendel;  covers  city  of  Greeley. 

Grover — Grover  Community  club;  pres- 
ident, A.  L.  Woodhams;  secretary,  D.  H. 
Williamson:   covers  Grover  and  vicinity. 

Hudson — Hudson  Commercial  club; 
president,  J.  B.  Cuykendall;  secretary.  Dr. 
Hotchkiss;  covers  Hudson  arid  vicinity. 

Jolinstown  —  Johnstown  Commercial 
club;  president,  W.  E.  Letford;  covers 
town  of  Johnstown. 

Kersey  —  Kersey  Kommercial  Klub; 
president,  V.  M.  Sheeley;  secretary,  J.  H. 
Christman;  covers  Kersey  and  vicinity. 

Iia  Salle — La  Salle  Commercial  club; 
president.  D.  J.  Horton;  secretary,  J.  A. 
Behrens;  covers  La  Salle  and  vicinity. 

Ntinn — Nunn  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, C.  G.  Wilson;  secretary,  R.  G.  Knox; 
covers  northwestern  Weld  county. 

Pierce — Pierce  Co-operative  club;  pres- 
ident, Geo.  W.  Ball;  secretary,  'W.  G.  Orr; 
covers  Pierce  and  vicinit5^ 

Platteville  —  Platteville  Commercial 
club;  president,  L.  B.  Tucker;  secretary, 
H.  F.  Bedford;  covers  Platteville  and 
vicinity. 

YUMA    COUNTY 

Wray — Wray  Commercial  clul);  presi- 
dent, C.  A.  Patton;  secretary,  H.  A.  Cox; 
covers    Yuma    county. 

Yuma — Yuma  Commercial  club;  presi- 
dent, J.  G.  Abbott;  secretary,  R.  E.  Chll- 
coat:  covers  Yuma  and  vicinity. 


MAP    SHOWING    RAINFALL    AREAS    OF   COLORADO 


Tb«  R.mf.ll  d«u  Shown  on  Ihit  map  hai  be«o  ukm  from 


the  record!  of  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau  and  covera  obterTationa  (or  Ihirly  ^ean.    Only  arerafea  are  UMd. 


range  in  the  rainfall  from  year  to  year. 


